
1st Quarter 2020

Title Content Date

Steve Parsons 

Killed in Crash



	Big Stone man, Steve Parsons, age 39, succumbed to his injuries after his single vehicle crash. Occuring in Church Hill, according to Tennessee Highway Patrol, the 

incident took place on West Main Boulevard, when he apparently ran off the road and hit a tree. There is still an ongoing investigation into the matter.



1/1/2020

New Minimum 

Age 

Tobacco/Vape 

Products Law



	Numerous convenience stores and vape shops have already begun enforcing the newest federal policy that raised the minimum age to purchase tobacco and vape 

products to age twenty-one and older. President Trump signed it into law on December 20th, with the FDA tweeting the day after that the new law was to be 

implemented immediately.



1/1/2020

Wise County 

Board of 

Supervisors 

2020 

Organizational 

Meeting



	The Wise County Board of Supervisors will hold their 2020 Organizational Meeting Thursday evening, January 9th at 5:50pm, to be followed by their regular meeting at 

6pm in the Wise County Schools Education Center, Conference Room A.



1/1/2020

Wise County 

Planning 

Commission 

Meeting

	The Wise County Planning Commission will hold its next regular meeting on Monday evening, January 13th at 5pm at the Wise County Schools Education Center, 

Conference Room A.



1/1/2020

Wise County 

Industrial 

Development 

Authority 

Meeting



	The Wise County Industrial Development Authority, (the IDA), will hold its next meeting in the County Administrator's Conference Room at the Wise County 

Courthouse, located on East Main Street in Wise, Va.



1/1/2020

Department of 

Game and 

Island Fisheries 

Biennial Process



	Locally in the news, and of interest for our listeners that spend a lot of time on the water or with a fishing pole in hand, is the news that they now have an opportunity 

to take part in the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Biennial process. This process is intended for future changes to the various departments as well as current 

regulations. For those involved with recreational fishing, boating, or other aquatic wildlife activities, this is your chance to suggest possible regulatory changes directly 

to the department. This window of opportunity will remain available until February 28th, 2020. The Department of Game and Island Fisheries, and their staff will review 

all submissions, and then summarize them for presentation to the agency in March. To present your suggestions, go to www.dgif.virginia.gov/regulations/
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1st Quarter 2020

Emergency 

Room Services 

Ending at 

Mountain View 

Regional 

Hospital



	Beginning this Sunday, January 5th, 2020, Ballad Health's Mountain View Regional Hospital located in Norton, Virginia will no longer be offering Emergency Room 

services. According to a Press Release from Ballad, those services will now be offered at Norton Community Hospital, according to a release given last October. Ballad 

has received permission from the Commonwealth of Virginia to move both inpatient and critical care services from Mountain View Regional Hospital to Lonesome Pine 

Hospital and combine the medical and surgical units of both hospitals' units.

	Additionally, Mountain View Regional Hospital will receive Norton Community Hospital's inpatient rehab unit, if approved, in a dedicated and upgraded space, 

thereby expanding the current capacity limit for the unit from eleven beds to fifteen beds. If approved, the rehab unit at Mountain View Regional Hospital would begin 

renovations with the future move possible some time in 2021.

	



1/2/2020

Ballad on 

Separating Flu 

Patients from 

Acute Care 

Patients



	Recently a Ballad Health Spokesperson, stated that Niswonger Children's Hospital has created a separate pediatric entrance for emergency room and triage care areas 

for children that have flu-like symptoms. Citing the benefit of potentially faster care while decreasing exposure to those who aren't exhibiting flu or flu-like symptoms 

as the reason for the move and asking that care givers and parents follow the convenient signs outside the hospital that show them to the appropriate area.

	According to the Ballad Health spokesperson, "Separating potential cases of flu from other acute care needs will help reduce wait times for all pediatric emergency 

room patients, and help reduce the spread of the flu virus. Our priotity remains caring for those with the most serious illness, and while the wait times may be longer 

than usual, we remain committed to providing care as rapidly as possible for anyone who needs it. This flu season has already seen the number of flu sufferers sharply 

increase above previous levels, even though we aren't near the height of the flu season.

	Last month Ballad had implemented visitation restrictions at its various hospitals in another attempt at reducing the spread of the flu virus, which it claims has been 

"particularly severe", which has led to an increase of patients at their Urgent Care and Emergency Room locations. Among those restrictions for visitors was anyone 

younger than eighteen or anyone that had the flu or flu-like symptoms to delay their visitation until they were free of the flu.

	Sometimes its difficult to know for certain if you have a cold or flu but if you have any of the following symptoms you should schedule an appointment to see your 

doctor; abrupt symptoms of fever, aches, chills, fatigue, weakness, sneezing, stuffy nose, sore throat, chest discomfort, cough or headache. You don't need to exhibit all 

of these symptoms to have the flu.
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1st Quarter 2020

Lee County 

Sheriff's 

Department 

December 2019 

Stats



	Total calls received by Dispatch: 4,520

	Total calls received that Deputies responded to: 843

	There were 413 calls dispatched to other agencies.

	There were 235 Rescue Squad calls and 3 Ambulance calls.

	There were 48 Fire Department calls dispatched.

	Deputies escorted 16 Funerals.

	59 vehicles were unlocked for citizens.

	Deputies served 99 Felony and Misdemeanor warrants and processed 45 people on 85 charges.

	Deputies served 99 subpoenas, 16 show cause summons and 271 various civil papers for the three Lee County courts.

	4 search warrants were executed.

	Deputies traveled a total of 63,454 miles with 2,286 miles being on transports.

	Deputies transported 2 juveniles, 3 mental health patients and 7 prisoners from other jurisdictions.

	Lee County Reserve Officers volunteered 88 hours to the community last month.

	



1/6/2020

Lee County 

Sheriff's 

Department 

Yearly 2019 

Stats



	Total calls received by Dispatch: 61,200

	Total calls received that Deputies responded to: 12,131

	There were 5,269 calls dispatched to other agencies.

	There were 3,301 Rescue Squad calls and 168 Ambulance calls.

	There were 572 Fire Department calls dispatched.

	Deputies escorted 188 Funerals.

	651 vehicles were unlocked for citizens.

	Deputies served 1,205 Felony and Misdemeanor warrants and processed 677 people on 1,199 charges.

	Deputies served 1,168 subpoenas, 196 show cause summons and 3,809 various civil papers for the three Lee County courts.

	36 search warrants were executed.

	Deputies traveled a total of 782,374 miles with 26,611 miles being on transports.

	Deputies transported 34 juveniles, 43 mental health patients and 49 prisoners from other jurisdictions.

	Inmates from the Duffield Regional Jail, along with Deputies, picked up 2,905 bags of trash from the Lee County roadways.

	Lee County Reserve Officers volunteered 1,004 hours to the community last year.

	



1/6/2020

Ballad Health 

Plans to Reduce 

Costs



	The latest announcement from Ballad Health. Ballad recently released their plans to help in reduction of expenses for their patients with low income and/or high 

insurance deductibles. Possible steps to be instituted will include the increase of discounts of charges that uninsured patients face, presumptive eligibility for patients 

who could potentially be eligible for free care, or qualify for discounts under Ballad's Expanded Charity Policy, and aid in finding available options and applying for 

financial assistance where possible.
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1st Quarter 2020

New Veteran 

Affair's Office



	Good news for area veterans is that work has already begun on the opening of a new Veteran Affair's Office in Johnson City to take place later this year. This 

undertaking is hoped to ease the extended travel that many area veterans are faced with. Construction has begun at a location in Mountain City, just off Cold Springs 

Road. There are additional plans to open up a new clinic at the site that is scheduled to be opened by March.



1/8/2020

Town of Wise 

Boards Second 

Amendment 

Sanctuary 

Movement



	Joining the Second Amendment Sanctuary movement , is the Town of Wise Virginia, who recently voted for a resolution declaring itself a Second Amendment 

Sanctuary officially. The purpose of which is geared towards state lawmakers, and is intended to urge them to oppose the passage of any state laws that may infringed 

on the rights of law abiding commonwealth citizens. With their recent move, they join the dozens and dozens of other Commonwealth counties and cities that have 

already climbed on the Second Amendment Sanctuary Movement Train.



1/8/2020

Championship 

Wrestling at 

Jaxon's Discount



	Championship Wrestling Event at Jaxon's Discount, located in Stickleyville Virginia. This public event will be held Saturday evening, January 18th at 7:30 pm. For 

additional information give them a call at 276-318-0196



1/8/2020

Virginia 

Lawmakers 

Propose Bill 

HB318



	For Commonwealth citizens who've been following the antics of the Virginia lawmakers, the newest intel is that not only are they seeking new gun legislation, but are 

aiming for ammunition free zones. In addition to their proposed legislation, and their threats against Second Amendment Sanctuary localities, they've also proposed 

closing down all non-government run gun ranges.

	Their newest mind-numbing proposal is their Bill HB318. Introduced by Democratic Delegate Kaye Kory, if it passed, there would soon be ammunition free zones, in 

addition to gun free zones. If the proposed HB318 Bill becomes law, a violation of it would be considered a Class I Misdemeanor, that would be punishable by a fine of 

up to $2,500 and up to one year imprisonment.

	Currently, the law in the Commonwealth of Virginia prohibits firearms on the property of any public, private or religious elementary, middle or high school, including 

buildings and grounds. These areas are known as gun free zones. An ammunition free zone would ban ammunition at the same locations.

	The important thing to keep in mind is that those same areas would also include while the person is inside their vehicle. This new Bill would definitely impact law 

abiding citizens who may keep ammunition in their vehicles for trips to the range, hunting, or in the extreme, extra ammo for protection.

	



1/9/2020

Norton City 

Schools 

Collecting 

Plastic Lids



	Norton City Schools are collecting lids for the National Junior Honor Society who are collecting plastic lids now through April to be recycled into a bench/picnic table 

for the play areas outside NEMS. This will take a lot of lids and you can take the lids in at any time to NEMS. If you're uncertain which plastic lids are acceptable, you can 

turn them in and they will sort through them for you.
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1st Quarter 2020

Angela Michelle 

Coomer 

Arrested on 

Drug Charges



	A search warrant led to the seizure of illegal drugs and the arrest of a Lee County woman. Lee County Sheriff Gary Parsons reports that the search warrant was 

executed at the residence of Angela Michelle Coomer of Fincastle Road in Rosehill Virginia.

	According to Sheriff Parsons once inside the residence, officers found more than fifty-six grams of crystal methamphetamine. Coomer was charged with Possession 

with Intent to Distribute Methamphetamine, Possession of a Schedule I or II Narcotic, and Possession of Marijuana.

	Sheriff Parsons added that Coomer was arrested and is being held in Duffield Regional Jail without bail. Parsons went on to commend the work of the officers involved 

in the search and arrest.

	



1/9/2020

Gary Lyle 

Hudson 

Sentenced



	Wise County resident, Gary Lyle Hudson, age 57 of Coeburn, was sentenced to seven years of incarceration with six suspended so he will spend one year in jail, after 

entering an Alford Plea to charges against him. Hudson had been accused of choking his girlfriend, hitting her in the face, destruction of property, and then throwing 

her cellphone into the woods in order to prevent her calling law enforcement. Investigators discovered that the female, Hudson's former girlfriend had injuries to her 

throat as well as bruises on her entire body.



1/9/2020

Ballad Health 

Facing Public 

Angst



	At the last meeting with Ballad Health, local residents were given the opportunity to voice their concerns regarding Ballad Health and their state issued Certificate of 

Public Advantage. During the sometimes heated discussion period one speaker even called for the local advisory board member, Dennis Phillips to resign from the 

position due to Conflict of Interest, with Phillips hotly denying the allegation. The main focus of the meeting with Ballad Health was to focus on their efforts of 

downgrading the Holston Valley Medical Center's Trauma Center, and the removal of the NICU.



1/9/2020

Robert Lee 

Freeman of 

Pennington Gap 

Sentenced



	Locally in the news, a Lee County man has been sentenced to ten years in prison after authorities say he admitted to drinking moonshine and climbing into bed with a 

sixteen year old girl.

	Robert Lee Freeman of Pennington Gap, pled guilty in October of 2019 to sexually assaulting the girl without any plea agreement on the charge.

	Freeman, who was a neighbor to the girl and her parents, fondled the victim while she was asleep at his home, according to the Commonwealth Attorney's Office. 

Investigators say the victim woke up during the assault and fled to a bathroom where she contacted her father who then called police.

	Authorities say that during the investigation, Freeman admitted to consuming two glasses of moonshine before climbing into the bed with the victim and fondling her.

	This case is exceptionally horrific because the victim's family, former friends of the defendant, placed their trust in the defendant to supervise their child during the 

time of the assault, said Commonwealth's Attorney H Fuller Cridlin in a recent press release. My office aggressively pursues all cases involving sexual assault. From the 

outset in this case, we pursued the most severe charge available to us and the maximum sentence allowed by law.

	Cridlin said Freeman didn't have a criminal history at the time of the assault. He expects Freeman will spend the rest of his life in prison due to his age and health.

	Cridlin went on to add that he appreciated the quick response of the Lee County Sheriff's Office in this case, upon receiving the call. The investigation that followed 

included the Sheriff's Office, the Lee County Department of Social Services, and the Virginia State Police, all of whom worked closely with his office throughout all 

stages of the investigation and prosecution.
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1st Quarter 2020

Lee County Man 

Sentenced to 

Five Years



	Locally the Lee County Circuit Court has sentenced William Wallace to serve five years in the Virginia Penitentiary for crimes relating to possessing precursors to 

manufacture methamphetamine and violating probation. Following the term of active incarceration, the defendant will then serve an additional five years on 

probation. Commonwealth's Attorney for Lee County, H. Fuller Cridlin released the following statement:

	Most methamphetamine cases we prosecute involve high quality crystal methamphetamine imported from outside the country, however, we still occasionally see 

homemade operations. These operations involve dangerous chemicals that are combined to essentially produce poison which leaves behind highly explosive waste. It 

is important to identify and stop such operations, however small they may be.

	In this case, the Lee County Sheriff's Office observed the potential operation while in a home to serve a warrant. The officers contacted the Southwest Virginia Drug 

Task Force, who then processed all the relevant chemicals as evidence, decontaminated the scene, and referred to my office for prosecution. The defendant's 

conviction and sentence is a reflection of their hard work and commitment to public safety.

	



1/14/2020

Cridlin and 

Slemp Attend 

VACA Bill 

Reading



	Last week, according to a joint statement from Commonwealth Attorneys H. Fuller Cridlin of Lee County and Chuck Slemp III of Wise County and the City of Norton, 

they recently traveled together to Richmond to attend the Virginia Commonwealth Attorney's Association (VACA) Bill Reading. They also visited the capitol and the 

offices of members in the General Assembly. This was their opportunity to lobby for or against proposed legislation, in a bipartisan manner, so that lawmakers know 

where they stand.

	Throughout the day, they expressed their opposition to all proposed legislation that would disarm law abiding citizens, and infringe upon constitutional rights. They 

also opposed proposals that would reinstate the possibility of parole for hundreds of violent felons who have been sentenced since parole was abolished in 1995.

	Overall, it was a long day for both, but as the General Assembly Session continues, they will continue to express their concerns about any legislation that impacts 

public safety and our Constitutional rights.

	



1/14/2020

Second Annual 

George F. 

Cridlin 

Memorial 

Scholarship



	The George F. Cridlin Memorial Scholarship is being offered again this year. Like last year, one thousand dollars in scholarship funds will be awarded to a Lee High 

student, and a Thomas Walker Student.

	George F. Cridlin lived his life to serve others and to support his community. To apply for the scholarship, write an essay, with a minimum of three pages, on what 

community service means to you. Why is community service important? Describe how you have helped your community in the past and how you intend to serve others 

in the future.

	Essays must be submitted to your guidance office by April 20, 2020. Like last year, the winners will be selected by a panel of teachers at each school. For more 

information, contact your guidance counselor.

	This is a great way to honor George F. Cridlin and encourage students to think about serving their community, a topic that was important to him, at the same time.

	A heartfelt thanks to Powell Valley National Bank, Roy Jessee, and Estes Brothers Construction for their invaluable assistance in setting up this scholarship and 

continuing it again this year.
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1st Quarter 2020

Commonwealth 

Attorney's 

Office and 

TRIAD Meeting



	As usual, H. Fuller Cridlin's office works closely with area senior citizens to educate them on issues relevant to their interests. Las week at their monthly TRIAD 

meeting, they reviewed the requirements for obtaining a Real ID from the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles. Beginning on October 1st, all citizens are required to 

show a Real ID or passport to fly or enter certain federal buildings. Office Manager Joe Rasnic, and paralegal, Martha Elkins, took the initiative concerning this and 

presented helpful information at the monthly meeting. Anyone with questions regarding Real ID, are encouraged to contact Commonwealth Attorney for Lee County, H 

Fuller Cridlin's office.



1/15/2020

Commonwealth 

Attorney Chuck 

Slemp on 

Governor's 

Proposals



	According to social media posts, Chuck Slemp, Commonwealth's Attorney for Wise County ; City of Norton commented on new proposals;

	Many criminal justice reforms have been proposed recently by Governor Northam and the new Democratic majorities in the General Assembly. House Bill 285, 

prohibits a court from requiring a secured bond as a condition of pretrial release of a person arrested for any crime, felony or misdemeanor.

	Basically the new law prevents judges from ordering criminal suspects jailed or requiring them to post a secured bond for pretrial release, no matter how clear a 

threat to public safety they pose. This virtually guarantees a revolving door for criminals.

	In strong opposition to the Governor's proposal to return us to the failed and dangerous parole system Slemp stated;

	The parole system lied to jurors when they sentenced individuals upon conviction. It also lied to victims when it told them they would be safe from the criminal for a 

set period of time. The reality of the parole system is that the amount of time a criminal spends in prison isn't determined by the citizen jurors or judges that heard the 

evidence. Instead, that time is determined by a group of appointed bureaucrats who are empowered to ignore the decisions of juries and judges and cut a sentence by 

seventy-five percent. All victims of crime should be very concerned with this proposal.

	Virginia is one of the safest states in the nation. Yet our Governor has made it clear that he wishes to see violent criminals released from prison early and disarm law 

abiding citizens at the same time. His plan will serve to ignore the voices of the victims, undermine the efforts of law enforcement and risk the safety of all citizens 

across the commonwealth.

	Northam's agenda also includes marijuana decriminalization, parole reform, lowering the penalties for those caught stealing smaller dollar items, and reducing the 

number of Virginias with suspended driver's licenses. Commonwealth Attorney Slemp admitted to being concerned by proposed criminal justice reforms, and labels the 

governor's agenda as radical.

	



1/16/2020

2020 VMDAEC 

Scholarships



	Locally in the news, the 2020 VMDAEC Scholarships awards provided by the Virginia, Maryland ; Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives' Educations Scholarship 

Foundation has provided nearly eight hundred scholarships to graduating high school students, totaling more than $680,000. The deadline for the application is Friday, 

February 28, 2020. Recipients will be notified no later than June 1, 2020. Any high school or home schooled senior granduating in Spring of 2020 and whose primary 

residence is served by Powell Valley Electric, is eligible to apply for a $1,000 scholarship to be applied to a two- or four-year college or trade school.

	An applicant must be entering his or her ï¬•rst semester at a postsecondary or technical/trade school in the Fall of 2020. Scholarship funds, which will be sent directly to 

the educational institution, must be used toward tuition, student fees, room and board, or textbooks.

	The online application is posted at www.vmdaec.com/scholarship. Questions regarding donations and the application process should be directed to Sam Brumberg, 

Scholarship Program Coordinator at www.scholarship@vmdaec.com.
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1st Quarter 2020

Full Time 

Dispatcher 

Wanted



	A full time dispatcher is wanted for Scott County, and all applicants must be able to perform technical and administrative work. Must also be able to answer 

emergency and administrative phone lines and dispatch emergency responders in emergency situations. Applications will continue to be accepted until position is 

filled.

	Submit your application in a sealed envelope with resume marked Confidential - Dispatcher to Freda R. Starnes, County Administrator, 190 Beech St, Suite 201, Gate 

City, VA 24251. Pay DOQ/E. EOE. For more information, call 276-386-7220 or 276-386-6521.

	(From their website is the following additional details)

	GENERAL DEFINITION OF WORK: Performs intermediate technical and administrative work answering emergency and administrative phone lines and dispatches law 

enforcement, fire, rescue and other agencies, equipment and personnel usually in response to emergency situations. General supervision is provided by the Director of 

E911.

	

	ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS/TYPICAL TASKS: (These are intended only as illustrations of the various types of work performed. The omission of specific duties does not 

exclude them from the position if the work is similar, related, or a logical assignment to the position.)  Receives administrative and emergency calls by telephone and 

multiple radio frequencies; determines location and nature of emergency and transfers calls to appropriate agency; ensures proper protocols are followed.  Receives 

and refers non-emergency requests to appropriate agency.  Documents and records calls for service.  Receives reports of fire and medical emergencies; and, utilizing 

computer aided dispatch, processes the information and dispatches equipment to ensure rapid delivery of emergency services.  Operates computer aided dispatch, 

digital mapping display, computer based telephony equipment, microprocessor controlled communications console and multiple channel fire/EMS/local government 

radio system.  Assists in development and maintenance of E-911 database by using DPS unit, aerial photographs and topographic maps.  Monitors the activity of and 

maintains radio contract with dispatched units from initial report to termination of event.  Conducts radio systems tests. Maintains printers and related equipment.  

Provides incident numbers and times to field responders. Provides information to user agencies.  Operates VCIN/NCIC computer terminals. Sends and receives 

messages through the system. Routes messages to proper personnel. Enters and removes a variety of information from VCIN/NCIC. Performs warrant checks and sends 

confirmation messages on wanted subjects.  Assists general public via telephone.  Maintains records and files on calls received and related pertinent data; enters data 

into computer. Assists with the compilation of various reports and statistical data as required.  Works varying shifts and flexible schedules.  Performs general 

housekeeping/custodial duties in work area and maintains an orderly work area.  Assists with tasks during an emergency declaration in County.  Performs related tasks 

as required.

	

	KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND ABILITIES: General knowledge of the methods of operating the communications system; general knowledge of computer, radio and teletype 

procedures; general knowledge of the geography of the county and its town and location of important buildings and emergency service providers; ability to type at a 

1/16/2020

U.S. 

Penitentiary 

Inmate Brawl in 

Jonesville



	Locally in the news, is the press release from officials connected to the United States Penitentiary in Jonesville, Virginia regarding the initiation of an internal 

investigation into the matter of inmates brawling. According to the released information, the incident involved multiple inmates, with one inmate injured and requiring 

offsite medical care.

	Following the incident, the inmates were confined to their housing units and the entire facility was placed on Limited Operational Status. The FBI was notified of the 

incident and alerted to the fact that there has been an internal investigation initiated.

	The facility is considered a High Security Penitentiary and currently houses 1,469 male offenders. The staff immediately responded to the incident and secured the 

facility's inmates. Officials went on to give their assurance that no staff, nor any additional inmates had been injured and that at no time was the public in any danger.

	



1/20/2020

John W. Conner 

Succumbs to 

Injuries



	A recent crash in Lee County has resulted in the death of John W. Conner, age 78 of Harrogate, Va. According to the Virginia State Police, investigators say that Conner 

was operating a SUV, when he drove through a stop sign and his vehicle was hit by a pickup on Highway 58, at the Flanary Bridge Road intersection of Jonesville. 

Conner was rushed to a hospital in Kentucky where he later perished due to his injuries.
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1st Quarter 2020

Virginia L. Hall 

Killed in Car 

Crash



	In another Lee County crash that took place on Route 352, less than one mile north of Route 421. A 2000 Chevy Cavalier was going west on Route 352, when it crossed 

over the center line and struck an oncoming 2008 GMC Acadia.

	Virginia L. Hall, age 64 of Pennington Gap, perished at the scene. A juvenile passenger in the same vehicle was transported to a Kentucky hospital for treatment of 

their injuries, categorized as serious. The Acadia driver received treatment for minor injuries.



1/20/2020

Gate City Police 

Department 

Warning on 

Lurker



	Locally in the news, is the latest Press Release from the Gate City Police Department, cautioning the public about a male dressed in either a black or gray hoodie 

behaving suspiciously. After receiving multiple reports of this unknown man lurking in the area, they urge anyone observing anyone lingering or prowling around early 

in the morning or late at night to please contact the Scott County 911 number immediately. The non-emergency phone number is 276-386-9111.

	If at all possible they ask you to keep visual contact with the suspect while you're on the phone to dispatch, but they stress only if you can do so without jeopardizing 

your own safety.

	



1/21/2020

Person of 

Interest Sought 

in Robo's Theft



	The Wise County Sheriff's Office is currently investigating a theft that happened at Robo's in Pound last week. Investigators are searching for a white male, who they 

claim is a person of interest in the case. You can see images of the man on their website.

	The individual was last seen wearing a gray t-shirt with blue logo and blue overalls with reflective orange strips around the knee area, with a blue baseball cap on. If 

you have any information, you are asked to please contact Deputy Powell at 276-328-3756.

	



1/21/2020

Norton City 

Council Meeting



	Locally in the news: Norton City Council Meeting

	1. Roll Call

	2. Invocation - Rev. Gary Hill

	3. Pledge of Allegiance

	4. Approval of Minutes from Meeting of December 17, 2019

	5. Audience for Visitors

	6. New Business

	A. Presentation of the Planned 2020 Community Calendar of Events/Activities.

	B. Presentation by MCA Cable of SWVA Regarding Expansion of Cable Services Into the City of Norton.

	C. Overview of the Park Avenue Improvements Study Information Meeting.

	D. Discussion Regarding Militia Support Resolution.

	E. Confirmation of a Check/Transfer in Excess of $100,000.

	F. Closed Meeting for Personnel as Per Section 2.2-3711 (A) (1) of the Code of Virginia as Amended

	7. Comments by the City Manager, City Attorney, and City Council.

	8. Adjournment. 
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1st Quarter 2020

Norton Monthly 

911 Report 

December  2019



	INCIDENTS REQUESTS: 







	Police - 650 







	Rescue - 109 







	Fire - 33 







	Animal Control - 25 



1/22/2020

Lee County 

Public Service 

Authority 

Projects

<div>

	In the local news today is the latest information for the Lee County Public Service Authority regarding area projects;

</div>



<div>

	The Fields - Project is now complete.

	Frog Level II - Project has started.

	Giles/Blackberry Hollow - Awaiting final funding announcement.

	Maple Hill - Funding application has been submitted for this project. Awaiting final funding announcements.

	St. Charles Tank - Project has started.

	Blackwater Extensions - User agreements have been collected. Construction could start soon. Black Water secured a State Water Resources Control Board Drinking 

Water State Revolving Fund for construction of water pipeline extensions to consolidate out-of-service boundary mobile home parks with non-compliant water systems 

with a nearby compliant water system.

	St. Charles Waterline Replacement Phase III - Funding has been awarded for project. The project will involve the replacement of selected segments of existing water 

distribution lines, generally along St. Rt. 352 and St. Rt. 636 in or near St. Charles.

	According to the Environmental Working Group's collected data, there were two contaminants found above legal limits, three contaminants were below legal limits 

but above health guidelines. There were six additional contaminants found within health guidelines and legal limits, and one additional contaminant was test for but 

not found to be present.

	

	St. Charles Water Authority in St. Charles, Virginia. Serves 2,300 people.

	In some states a small percentage of tests were performed before water was treated, and some contaminants were subsequently removed or diluted. As a result, 

some reported levels of contamination may be higher than were present at the tap. Results shown are based on individual samples and may not indicate a violation of 

the Safe Drinking Water Act, which often occurs only after prolonged tests show concentrations above a legal limit.

</div>
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1st Quarter 2020

FCC's Rural 

Digital 

Opportunity 

Fund



	In today's local news, high speed broadband support could soon be available in Virginia. According to the Federal Communications Commission, it could happen 

sooner than you think and would be under the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund. The FCC is listing 217,000 rural homes and businesses eligible in Virginia, and another 

182,000 currently eligible in Tennessee.

	The Federal Communication Commission is expected to vote on the RDO Fund this month on the 30th. If approved, it would lead to a nationwide auction to take place 

sometime this year.

	



1/23/2020

East Tennessee 

State 

University's 

Promise Plus 

Program



	For our listeners heading off to college this year, we have some good news. ETSU has announced their newest program which could provide last dollar assistance to 

cover tuition and program service fees, along with extensive support for incoming freshman students this year.

	East Tennessee State University's Promise Plus is scheduled to begin later this Fall and will be available to first time freshman that are eligible for the Tennessee 

Education Lottery Scholarship and the maximum Pell Grant.

	Grant services include participation in pre-college programs, including new student orientation, early move in to residence halls. Program benefits include access to 

both faculty and peer mentors, academic tutoring services and first year experience course and career support.

	



1/23/2020

Background 

Checks 

Skyrocket in 

Virginia



	FBI statistics on background checks in Virginia, show an increase from just above 57,000 from last November to way above 76,000 in December has some of the 

highest numbers recorded. According to their sources, numerous reports have been published claiming that some gun shops were unable to keep up with the demand 

for magazines and ammo this past holiday season. They believe the skyrocketing number is in direct response to one of the proposed bills that lawmakers want to re-

enact is a statute that only allows consumers to purchase one gun per month.



1/23/2020

Abandoned 

Mines Land 

Fund and 

HR4248



	Locally in the news, more than half a dozen southwest Virginia communities have already voted on and passed resolutions that urge the Commonwealth's 

congressional delegation to renew funding that aids in the abandoned mine cleanup process. To date, Appalachia, Big Stone, Dungannon, Haysi, Norton, Pound and St. 

Paul have all asked Virginia's legislature to continue the Abandoned Mine Lands Fund, the AML.

	The AML Fund utilizes the fees paid by coal companies to provide funding for states and tribes to assist in reclaiming coal mines that were abandoned prior to 1977. 

According to Appalachian Voices, the current AML Fund will end in September of 2021. To date, the AML Fund has reclaimed nearly 800,000 acres of damaged 

abandoned property, with close to six billion dollars used, and the passage of HR4248 recently by the House Committee of Natural Resources, would add an additional 

fifteen years of funding to the project.
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1st Quarter 2020

Norton City 

School Board 

and Former 

Coach James 

Adams



	Last week the Norton City Virginia School Board issued a public statement concerning a Grievance Hearing that is scheduled for this February 7th,2020. Despite the 

lack of a specific reason or any persons involved, it is assumed to be a meeting regarding a recent grievance filed by a currently suspended teacher, who was a J.I. 

Burton High School football coach previously.

	Former Coach James Adams, had been placed on paid leave during an ongoing investigation by school officials along with the Va State Police, into charges alleging 

misconduct with students. The injunction filed by Adams in federal court had been denied last August. While Adams has filed to once again teach and been denied, he 

has been suspended with pay since this all began.

	



1/27/2020

Lee County 

Route 58 Bridge 

Project



	Locally in the news, the Virginia Department of Transportation, more commonly referred to as VDOT, has announced that bridge repair in excess of $5.5 million dollars 

is continuing with the aid of the Commonwealth Transportation Board. The Route 58 bridge project was awarded to Elk Knob of Pennington Gap to replace the bridge. 

Once completed the bridge will allow traffic over the Powell River in Lee County, and current expectations are for the bridge project to be completed by next Spring.



1/28/2020

Appalachian 

Sustainable 

Development 

25th 

Anniversary



	Located in Duffield Virginia, the Appalachian Sustainable Development, known nationally for their impact on rural economic development celebrated their 25th 

anniversary. The first non profit organization in the Appalachian highlands that has focused on sustainable agriculture initiatives is getting a new home this week. Their 

new twelve thousand square foot facility will be used for their administrative and program managers, as well as needed workshop and warehouse space for area 

farmers.

	Creators of the Appalachian Harvest Food Hub in Duffield, they have helped area farmers to sell in excess of $21 million in local and regionally grown produce to 

national retailers. 

	



1/28/2020

Wise County 

Sheriff's 

Department 

Seeking Missing 

Resident



	The Wise County Sheriff's Office is still trying to locate a missing resident, who has been unaccounted for since a fire that took place on Mountainview Road. 

According to Fire Officials, the house was entirely engulfed in flames when they arrived, and one individual has still not been located. The investigation is ongoing with 

the assistance of the Virginia State Police.



1/28/2020

Virginia 

Appalachian Tri-

college Nursing 

Program Ending



	Locally in the news is an announcement concerning the split of the Virginia Appalachian Tri-college Nursing Program. The decentralization of this valuable program is 

because of growth in enrollment and new improvements in instructional technology. This move is being done in order for each of the involved schools to better meet 

both growing regional and national demand for nurses. This May, the three colleges involved, Mountain Empire Community College, Southwest Virginia Community 

College and the Virginia Highlands Community College will begin their individual nursing programs.
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1st Quarter 2020

Marsh Regional 

Blood Center 

Supplies Low



	According to Marsh Regional Blood Center, because of the larger than usual flu outbreak in the tri-cities, the area's blood supply is low and in need of assistance from 

the public to replenish their supplies. Most needed are O-Negative, A-Negative, And B-Negative blood types. To find out where their next mobile location is scheduled 

to be, please visit www.marshblood.com .



1/29/2020

First Straws and 

Now Balloons



	Under the category of Too Much Time on Their Hands, a new adjustment to existing legislation, proposes to help out the environment by restricting the total amount 

of balloons that will be legally allowed to be released in Virginia. Yes you heard that right, thanks to Republican Senator Jennifer Kiggans, and according to the Virginia 

Legislative Information System, the SB318 will reduce the amount of balloons you can legally release from 49 balloons per hour, to a mere one balloon per hour.



1/29/2020

VATI Grant 

Program to 

Benefit Lee 

County



	Locally in the news, the LENOWISCO Planning District Commission Executive Director Duane Miller, has recently announced a grant awarded that will allow for the 

start of the agency's Regional Broadband Expansion Program. This expansion will benefit the Lee County communities of Fleenortown, Ocoonita and Right Hand Poor 

Valley. The state Department of Housing and Community Development handles the VATI Grant Program.

	This state grant in the amount of $790,464 dollars is just a portion of the $18.3 million package consisting of twelve grants through the Virginia Telecommunication 

Initiative that matches public and private funds to connect the 36,000 last mile households, businesses and community buildings to broadband service without a 

service provider.

	Fiber optic cable installation will be handled by Scott County Telephone in phase one of the project. Contract negotiations for the work will begin before the end of 

this month. This project is important in that it allows broadband access to all citizens in order to allow them to have access to internet as well as services like 

telemedicine.

	



1/30/2020

Phase 2 of 

Project 

Intersection in 

Norton City



	Norton is the recipient of a grant worth nearly two million dollars, to be used for the development of an industrial site in Norton. These new funds are slated for Phase 

2 of Project Intersection, which is located on a former coal mine just off US Highway 23. This second phase will involve preparation of the site for industrial and 

business use, including road and utility development, grading, and the removal of an existing highwall from previous mining operations.

	The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy, (the DMME) has awarded Lonesome Pine Regional Industrial Facilities Authority a $1,782,685 grant from the 

ten million that was awarded to them by the federal government in 2018. The new site will feature broadband service and natural gas access, with enough room for 

three industrial buildings on the two hundred plus acres that will be changed into developable land.



1/30/2020

Vandals at 

Leeman Field in 

Pennington Gap



	Locally in the news officials in Lee County are asking for help from the public for information about suspected vandalism that occurred at Leeman Field in Pennington 

Gap. According to the town's social media page, a recent post is asking everyone to keep an eye out for anything suspicious they might see or have seen at Leeman 

Field.

	Since the community in general take pride in the Field, the officials are requesting all the help they can get to keep anyone from damaging any facet of it. Anyone with 

information about any vandalism are encouraged to please contact the Lee County Sheriff's Office at 276-346-7777
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1st Quarter 2020

Brendon Austin 

Caige Hill 

Sentenced



	Brendon Austin Caige Hill, age 19 of Appalachia, was sentenced to more than two years in prison for a car chase that took place last year. Hill was convicted and 

sentenced in Wise County Circuit Court on charges of Grand Larceny of an Automobile, Felony Eluding, Driving Under the Influence of Methamphetamine, Obstruction 

of Justice, Hit and Run, and Illegal Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.

	A Wise County Sheriff's Office Deputy followed Hill's vehicle last May because it matched the description of a reported stolen vehicle. According to police reports, Hill 

pulled into a church parking lot and then drove off as the deputy approached. Hill then proceeded to speed through Wise, passing vehicles and even driving into 

oncoming traffic.

	The deputy forced Hill's vehicle off the road before it could strike a school bus head on. According to the police report, after his arrest, Hill admitted to law 

enforcement that he had smoked meth before driving. In total, Hill received fourteen years, with eleven years and eleven months suspended and then ten years 

probation.



1/30/2020

Two Vehicle 

Crash Near 

Dryden Post 

Office



	Locally in the news, a weekend crash has resulted in one death. Meanwhile a deputy is still recovering from a two vehicle crash that took place last Friday afternoon 

just before 1:30pm. Authorities say that the deputy was responding to an emergency call and travelling east on Route 58, when another vehicle pulled out in front of 

them near the Dryden Post Office. According to authorities the deputy's vehicle had both lights and sirens activated.

	State police officials state that the deputy had swerved to avoid the vehicle but the two vehicles collided in the westbound lanes. Unfortunately the adult driver that 

pulled out in front the deputy succumbed to their injuries shortly after being transported to Lonesome Pine Hospital. The deputy was also transported for medical 

treatment, but the injuries were not considered life threatening. At this time the crash is still under investigation.

	



2/3/2020

Layoffs at 

Komatsu Mining 

Corporation in 

Duffield, 

Virginia



	February has started out rough for the approximately forty employees that were notified of their upcoming layoff at the Komatsu Mining Corporation in Duffield, 

Virginia. No information was given as to how many are employed by Komatsu's Duffield location.

	According to information released from Komatsu the reason behind the layoffs is because of challenging conditions in the coal market industry. Representatives went 

on to add that laid off employees were notified last week and that company representatives were working with them to ensure they receive help during the process.

	Underground Mining President, Peter Salditt stated, Letting valued employees go is never an easy decision to make. We are doing everything we can to help our 

employees manage this difficult news.

	Komatsu Mining of Komatsu Limited a multi-billion dollar company, through their Joy Global Incorporated manufactures and services heavy equipment used in the 

extractions and haulage of coal and minerals in both surface and underground mining.
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1st Quarter 2020

Va House of 

Delegate Passes 

New Gun Laws



	Locally in the news, even after thousands of 2nd Amendment Supporters turned out at the capital, the Virginia House of Delegates still managed to pass seven new 

gun laws last week.

	Among the new laws, is the inclusion of universal background checks, the controversial red flag law, allowing localities to regulate guns, a mandate for reporting lost 

or stolen guns, a limit of one handgun per month, prohibiting children's access to firearms and disarming domestic abusers.

	While new commonsense laws are acceptable on both sides of the 2nd Amendment stance, some laws, such as the red flag law is worrisome because it's a violation of 

citizen's rights. The red flag law would allow officials to take guns away from anyone they deem to be dangerous to themselves or others. There are still two weeks left 

for the Bills to either pass the Senate or House.

	Commonwealth Attorney for Wise County, Chuck Slemp finds the bills to be disturbing. Slemp stated, My concerns are that these bills will do nothing to keep our 

community safe, but instead create additional burdens on law enforcement, prosecutors and the community in general that we're just not ready for.

	



2/4/2020

Dylan Thomas 

Arrested on 

Multiple 

Charges



	A teenager was arrested after area police discovered a revolver in his possession while he was under the influence and operating an ATV. Dylan Thomas, age 18 was 

arrested by Harlan County Sheriff's Office Deputy Cody Bargo last week on multiple charges including Fleeing/Evading Police. Thomas passed a vehicle while operating 

an ATV on KY840 and then failed to stop when the deputy activated his siren and lights. Allegedly Thomas eventually stopped near Green Street where he attempted to 

escape on foot. After a brief foot chase, Deputy Bargo caught Thomas and discovered a quart jar of an alcoholic beverage and a revolver to be in his possession. 

Smelling strongly of alcohol, Thomas didn't have a valid license nor helmet.



2/4/2020

Illegal Activities 

on the Rise on 

National Forest 

Land



	Locally in the news, in nearby Norton, the United States Forest Service has announced they're seeing an increase in illegal activities that is damaging national forest 

lands across southwest Virginia, prompting them to seek help from the public in reporting incidents. According to stats provided by the Forest Service, vandals have 

damaged on the the two signature boards located at the High Knob Tower in Wise County. These boards were installed to allow visitors an opportunity to leave their 

mark without defacing the tower. Sadly, because of the vandalism, some of the signatures have been lost.

	For the Clinch Ranger District of Washington ; Jefferson National Forests claim incidents of vandalism, littering, and illegal off-roading are increasing. This rise is being 

seen in Dickenson, Lee, Scott and Wise Counties in Virginia, as well as in Pike and Letcher Counties in Kentucky. At this time the Forest Service is requesting the public 

to please report any illegal activity they might witness by call Officer David Ford at 276-679-8370 extension 225. The penalty for damaging public resources could result 

in monetary fines of up to $5,000 and incarceration of up to six months in jail.

	



2/5/2020

Craig Pratt's 

Autopsy Results



	According to the Scott County Sheriff's Office, they are still waiting on the autopsy results on 55 year old Craig Pratt, whose body was found last November not far 

from his Cowans Creek Road home. Pratt's home burned down last April, and officials claim that his body doesn't appear to have been burned. A statement from the 

state Medical Examiner's Office claims it may take up to ninety days to get the official results after the autopsy has been completed.
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1st Quarter 2020

Lee County's 

Checkpoint 

Strikeforce



	Lee County Virginia Deputies would like to remind everyone that if you drink and drive they will catch you, because nothing is more beautiful than a safe ride home. 

That's why Operation Checkpoint Strikeforce has been preventing DUI's since 2002. #BeautifulRide



2/5/2020

Lee County's 

Concealed Carry 

Class



	Locally in the news a reminder that the next concealed carry class for Lee County is scheduled for February 20th at 6pm.



2/6/2020

Wise County 

Sheriff's Office 

Cautions 

Against Fake 

Law 

Enforcement 

Calls



	The Wise County Sheriff's Office is still receiving complaints about a phone scam in the area. Apparently the caller is identifying themselves as a Wise County law 

enforcement officer, and alleging money is owed because of a missed court appearance. The caller asks that the money be taken to the law enforcement agency. If 

anyone receives a phone call along these lines, please document the phone number and then immediately hang up.

	You are then asked to please contact the Wise County Sheriff's Office at 276-328-3756 and give them the number the caller phoned from. They encourage you to 

share the caution with your friends and family.

	



2/6/2020

Democrats 

Seeking Liberal 

Justice Reform



	According to Commonwealth Attorney Chuck Slemp, 25 years after the state eliminated the practice of releasing prisoners for serving a portion of their sentence 

thousands of inmates could be eligible to get out under bills currently making their way through democratically controlled General Assembly.

	Meanwhile prisoner advocates are happy with the effort because of crowded prisons, medical costs, and inequities in sentencing. They also see democratic controlled 

government as a chance to create some of the most liberal criminal justice reform in more than a generation. The majority of the changes proposed would chip away at 

the mandates that inmates are required to serve at least 85% of their sentences.

	Victims groups however, argue the possibility of releasing offenders before their sentence ends would force affected families to relive their traumatic ordeals. 

Republicans argue that the 1995 ban has enabled Virginia to have the fourth lowest violent crime rate in the country, with the 23.4% recidivism rate the lowest in the 

nation.
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1st Quarter 2020

Nationwide 

Lack of Sterile 

Gowns Cause 

Surgery 

Shuffling 

Update

	Updated information from Ballad Health spokesperson, Allie Hinds Adams, is that the delay in surgeries as it pertains to Ballad Health was only two days in the month 

of January.







	Locally in the news, once again surgeries across the country are being cancelled because of a surgical gown shortage. Apparently the Food and Drug Administration 

have recalled millions of the gowns that doctors wear in operating rooms because they may not actually be sterile. Without sterile gowns, doctors can't perform 

surgeries.

	It all started when Cardinal Health recalled nine million of their surgical gowns over concerns of sterility, immediately medical centers around the country began to 

shuffle. Because these gowns are often included in a surgical procedure package' with other surgical equipment, they can't guarantee the gown is sterile and it could 

have contaminated the other objects.

	According to Alan Levine, CEO of Ballad Health in Tennessee, they've had to reschedule at least two hundred surgeries so far. While they don't know if they've passed 

the worst of it or not, they are being told it will be at least another month. Cardinal Health is no longer working with that contractor and is in full cooperation with the 

FDA.

	According to a statement given last week, Cardinal Health claims that a Chinese contractor supplying a portion of their gown was using factories not registered with 

the FDA, and did not maintain correct environmental conditions. Some of the problems they've encountered are gowns that have been exposed to contaminants 

through open windows. Another problem is the failure to provide hand sanitation and even employees eating in the production area.

	Ballad Health officials announced that they have been postponing all elective, and non-emergency surgeries because of the nationwide interruption of sterile surgical 

supplies. Ballad Health officials said that they are operating out of an abundance of caution. If you are a Ballad Health patient and have any questions or concerns 

regarding this you may call 423-302-3050.



2/6/2020

Lee County 

Sheriff's Office 

January 2020 

Activity Report



	Total number of calls received by the Lee County Dispatch Office was 4,611.

	Total number of calls that deputies responded to was 830.

	There were 375 calls dispatched to the Fire Warden, Conservation Officer, VDOT, Juvenile Services, Department of Social Services, Animal Control, State Police, and 

the towns of Jonesville and Pennington Gap Police Departments.

	There were 236 Rescue Squad calls dispatched, with 3 ambulance calls.

	There were 36 Fire Department calls dispatched.

	Deputies escorted 18 funerals.

	Deputies unlocked 46 vehicles for citizens.

	Deputies served 91 Felony and Misdemeanor Warrants, 100 Subpoenas, 25 Show Cause Summons, and 420 Civil Papers for the three Lee County Courts.

	Deputies served 40 Protective Orders, and processed 55 people on 91 charges.

	The Lee County Sheriff's Office executed 2 Search Warrants.

	Deputies traveled a total of 62,692 miles, with 3,414 of those miles being on transports.

	Deputies transported 1 Juvenile, 7 Mental Health Patients, and 4 Prisoners from other jurisdictions.

	Inmates from the Duffield Regional Jail, along with deputies, picked up 604 bags of trash from the Lee County roadways.

	The Lee County Sheriff's Office Reserve Officers worked a total of 96 Community Volunteer hours last month.
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1st Quarter 2020

Press Release 

Arrests Made in 

Shooting 

Incident



	On February 3, 2020, shortly after midnight, Wise County Central Dispatch received a 911 call from a female that had been shot in the back. She was located in a car at 

the end of Limestone Road in a cemetery behind the Stephens Chapel Freewill Baptist Church. Norton Police Department arrived on scene to assist and located two 

individuals with gunshot wounds. Emergency workers from Wise Rescue Squad arrived on scene and treated a female that had been shot in the back. A second person 

was lying on the ground at the scene and was pronounced deceased. Officers from the Wise County Sheriff's Office and Norton Police Department, while searching the 

area, located a third person who had been shot and was identified as William Mattias Mills. Mills was hiding in the woods and had been shot multiple times. Mills told 

first responders that the female had picked him up and took him to a secluded location. Mills said that, upon arrival, someone pulled open the driver's side door and 

began shooting at him. He said that he was able to get out of the car and run away from the scene.

	After interviewing multiple witnesses in relation to the shooting investigation, officers questioned Jarred Ray Hash later on February 3, 2020. During the interview, 

Hash made statements that he was one of four individuals that went to the cemetery late in the evening of February 2, 2020. Hash reported that the female brought 

Mills to the cemetery with the intention of Christopher Dale Stevens to confront and assault Mills. Hash said that he waited in the woods while Mills was confronted. 

Hash said that he then heard two or three gunshots and went to the vehicle armed with a firearm. Hash said that he pulled his weapon and fired multiple times at Mills. 

Hash said that when Mills attempted to run away into the woods, Hash chased him with the gun and kept firing at him multiple times. William Mattias Mills was 

transported by air to a trauma center in eastern Tennessee. Investigators were informed that Mills had multiple gunshot wounds that were non-life threatening. He 

was treated and released from the hospital. He is currently being held in jail in eastern Tennessee on fugitive charges from Virginia and awaiting extradition. Tennessee 

authorities obtained the fugitive warrant due to a pending assault and battery charge on Mills, not directly related to the shooting incident.

	Jarred Ray Hash, age 39, and of 7313 Rasnick Road, Norton, VA was charged with Aggravated Malicious Wounding of Mills and Use of a Firearm in the Commission of a 

Felony. He is currently being held without bond at the Southwest Virginia Regional Jail at Duffield.

	The female identified in the incident is currently being treated for injuries sustained during the shooting. She was transported by air to a trauma center in eastern 

Tennessee. She is currently listed as being in stable condition.

	The deceased male has been identified as Christopher Dale Stevens, age 39, of Norton. The investigation into his death is still ongoing and further details cannot be 

released at this time due to the active and ongoing investigation.

	Multiple agencies assisted with these investigations, including the Wise County Sheriff's Department, the Virginia State Police, City of Norton Police Department, Town 

of Wise Police Department, and the Wise County/City of Norton Commonwealth's Attorney's Office.
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1st Quarter 2020

Leon Tyler 

Smith 

Sentenced to 39 

Years for 

Murder



	Today's local news is concerning Norton man Leon Tyler Smith, who was sentenced last week by the Lee County Circuit Court to serve thirty nine years in the Virginia 

Penitentiary for the murder of a Pennington Gap man. The defendant was previously convicted of the charge in May of 2019. The Court imposed the sentence after a 

lengthy hearing which included several hours of evidence and argument from the Commonwealth and Defense.

	During the hearing, Commonwealth's Attorney H. Fuller Cridlin presented evidence demonstrating that the defendant traveled from Norton to Pennington Gap on 

August 28th, 2018, for the specific purpose of killing the victim, who was working in his yard at the time he was killed. The evidence included data collected from the 

defendant's phone and local cell towers, as well as other surveillance videos, which showed his whereabouts in the hours and minutes leading up to the murder. The 

defendant shot the victim four times in the back and immediately fled the scene, traveling to another location to hide the murder weapon, which was later found by 

investigators, as well as the shirt he was wearing during the crime. Cridlin also presented evidence that the defendant consumed thirteen beers, marijuana, and 

methamphetamine before committing the crime.

	According to Cridlin, the defendant's motive was simply hatred of the victim: The defendant's sister was engaged to the victim and the families were estranged. The 

defendant made various allegations about the victim but all were contradicted by the victim's fianc&eacute;e. None of the allegations were ever mentioned by the 

defendant to investigators before his conviction. In multiple interviews, he repeatedly denied any involvement in the murder. Today he told a much different story.

	Cridlin commended all law enforcement officers who worked on the case, including Special Agents Josh Kite and Walt Parker with the Virginia State Police, and several 

officers with the Lee County Sheriff's Office. Obtaining a first degree murder conviction is not easy, and it shouldn't be, stated Cridlin. A case like this requires hundreds 

of hours of investigative work, reviewing evidence, and courtroom hearings. Cridlin added, We were pushing for a life sentence. A person capable of coldly hunting 

down and killing someone in broad daylight does not belong in our society.



2/12/2020

Press Release 

Emmit Franklin 

Sexton Jr



	Locally in the news according to Commonwealth Attorney for Wise County and the City of Norton, Chuck Slemp, Wise County resident Emmit Franklin Sexton Jr, was 

sentenced in Wise County Circuit Court to prison for his fourth parole violation. The Press Release stated that this conviction was the result of absconding from 

supervision, failing to appear in court, and failing to maintain communication with his probation officer.

	Sexton had been convicted in 2013 on a charge of Distributing a Schedule II Drug, and two felony accounts of Child Neglect. Sexton had finished serving his original 

sentence that was imposed late in 2014. Sexton's suspended sentence however, was contingent upon the completion of five years of probation.

	In June of 2015, the County Litter Warden had filed a charge claiming that Sexton had failed to complete a required fifty hours of community service, via the Litter 

Control Department. In March of 2017, Sexton's probation officer filed a charge alleging that Sexton had violated his probation by violating a protective order, failing to 

cooperate with probation supervision and failing to disclose his residential address.

	In April of 2018, the probation officer filed a violation charge alleging that Sexton had once again violated probation. The fourth violation resulted from the probation 

officer alleging that Sexton had tested positive for Methamphetamine in late 2018, in addition to absconding.

	



2/13/2020

Michael Lewis 

Varner Pleads 

Guilty to 

Possession of 

Child 

Pornography



	Wise County Commonwealth Attorney Chuck Slemp's Office stated that a police officer had received a tip that 33 year old, Michael Lewis Varner was downloading 

child pornography. Acting upon the report law enforcement officials executed a search warrant and have found numerous electronic devices, belonging to Varner. 

Authorities state they found sixty images of children engaging in sexual acts with adults, and then went on to add that Varner confessed. Slemp went on to add that 

Varner is due to be sentenced this April, after the judge hears from witnesses on both sides.
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1st Quarter 2020

Sheriff Parsons 

on Roadway 

Trash



	Locally in the news, from a recent social media post from Lee County Sheriff Gary Parsons to all area residents concerning trash along our highways and roads:

	"I know that litter along the highway is very bad and a great concern to many citizens. I want to assure you that by utilizing inmates we are making every effort to 

clean up our roads. The Jail has temperature restrictions on when we can bring inmates out. So, we have to have the right conditions to pick up litter.

	We have started at the Wise County line on Route 58A and are almost into Pennington Gap. We will continue on into Cumberland Gap. We will then pick up on the 

other main routes and move onto secondary roads after that. I understand everyone is frustrated, but I assure you we are working on it."

	



2/13/2020

City of Norton 

Business 

Challenge



	The City of Norton is launching a business challenge this year that will offer participants the chance to compete for up to $20,000 in business investment grants. The 

Norton Business Challenge will offer a business training series targeting new entrepreneurial ventures and existing businesses looking to expand in Downtown Norton. 



2/13/2020

Wise County 

Industrial 

Development 

Authority 

Meeting



	On Tuesday afternoon, February 18th, the Wise County Industrial Development Authority (IDA) will hold its next meeting in the County Administrator's Conference 

Room at the Wise County Courthouse, E Main Street, Wise VA at 4pm.



2/13/2020

Angela Denise 

Sweeney 

Arrested on 

Multiple Drug 

Charges



	Locally in the news; a recent traffic stop in the Dryden section of Lee County led to one arrest and the seizure of illegal drugs and paraphernalia.

	Lee County Sheriff Gary Parsons reports that officers were in the Dryden area searching for a weapon following a call of shots fired. Local officers were beside the road 

searching when a vehicle passed matching the description of a vehicle named in connection with that call.

	Sheriff Parsons said the officers stopped the vehicle and found the driver to be forty-two year old Angela Denise Sweeney of Dryden.

	According to Sheriff Parsons, a search of the vehicle revealed illegal drug paraphernalia, hydrocodone pills, marijuana, and twenty-five grams of methamphetamine.

	Sheriff Parsons said that Sweeney was charged with possession of marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of hydrocodone without a prescription and 

possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine. Sweeney is being held in the Duffield Regional Jail without bond.

	Sheriff Parsons went on to commend the good work of Deputy Sergeant J.T. Coleman, Deputy Sergeant Chris Dillman, Deputy Mason Cook, and Pennington Gap 

Officer Jimmy Adair.

	



2/17/2020

Preston Leonard 

Still Missing



	Wise County authorities are seeking help in locating a missing Bristol man after his vehicle was located in Wise, Virginia. Preston Leonard's green GMC Acadia was 

discovered abandoned on Duncan Gap Road. Wise County Sheriff's Officials think Leonard may have left the area because of mechanical problems with his vehicle and 

perhaps got a ride from someone.

	Anyone with any information concerning this matter are asked to please call 276-328-3756.
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1st Quarter 2020

Monthly 

Vacation 

Contest for 

Virginia 

Veterans



	Locally today in the news is a special Veteran's program for Virginian Vets with PTSD, made possible by the Commonwealth of Virginia. All local veterans are 

encouraged to contact Spearhead Trails for their chance to win a free two day excursion for you and your friends and family. This vacation on the trail will be tailored to 

meet your own and your group's needs.

	Spearhead Trails will be giving away one vacation package a month for an entire year. Each vacation package is worth one thousand dollars, and can include machine 

rentals, hotel or cabin stays, tickets to area activities, a guide, gift cards to be used for food and fuel.

	This monthly vacation giveaway contest is to help our veterans with PTSD find healing in out mountains and to bring much needed attention to this cause so that 

more of our Veterans will seek treatment.

	Preference will be given to those groups containing multiple veterans that reside within Virginia dealing with PTSD. For additional information or to register, please 

contact them at info@spearheadtrails.com or admin@spearheadtrails.com, or by phone at 276-220-9875 or 276-807-7581.

	



2/18/2020

Traffic Stop 

Nets Four on 

Drug Charges



	Recently Jonesville Police Department Sergeant Aaron Payne, performed a traffic stop that resulted in the arrest of four people. Officer Payne states that while 

stopping a vehicle for a faulty brake light, he was given the go ahead' by the driver to search the vehicle. Payne searched a backpack and found what appeared to be 3.2 

ounces of methamphetamine, estimated street value of $2,500 dollars. Also discovered was a scale, along with several baggies.

	The vehicle's occupants consisted of Brandon Dye age 39 or Pennington Gap, Casey Smith age 48 of Dryden, Timmie Collins age 60 of St. Charles, and Tabitha Musick 

age 33 of Jonesville. All four occupants were charged with Possession with Intent to Distribute Schedule I and II Drugs. Additionally, Musick was served with active 

charges from Scott County.



2/18/2020

James Isaac 

Jones Jr. 

Arrested for 

Killing Pregnant 

Woman



	According to the Wayne County Sheriff's Office, James Isaac Jones Jr. age 33 of Wise has been arrested. Jones is currently facing charges of Murder and Murder of an 

Unborn Child. Law enforcement officials discovered the body of 29 year old Cassia Renee Duval in the wreckage of a crashed car at the end of January.

	The Press Release stated that Duval and Jones had lived together. An early preliminary examination by the Chief Medical Examiner's Office has determined that the 

cause of death for Duval was Murder. The determination of the preliminary examination listed the Murder as the cause of death for her seven month unborn child. 

Jones is currently being held without bond.

	



2/19/2020

Richard Cody 

Facing Murder 

and Wanton 

Endangerment 

Charges



	In the latest Press Release from Kentucky State Police, a Kentucky man was arrested in Tennessee, where he fled after shooting a man in his estranged wife's home. 

According to official, Richard Cody age 59, went to his wife's home early Saturday morning and used his key to gain access. Firing multiple rounds and hitting 39 year old 

Matthew Smith. Smith was taken to an area hospital where he was pronounced dead. After the incident, Cody fled to Tennessee, where he was arrested. Charges 

against Cody include Murder, and two counts of Wanton Endangerment.
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1st Quarter 2020

Wise Central 

Band Director 

Arrested on 

Child Porn 

Charges



	Wise Central High School's Band Director Dalton Bates has been charged with one count of Distribution of Matter Portraying Sexual Performance by a Minor, and an 

additional twenty counts of Possession of Viewable Matter Portraying Sexual Performance by a Minor.

	According to court documents, an Internet Crimes Against Children Investigation discovered that Bates had been using social media to contact others about sharing 

child sexual exploitation materials. Numerous images and videos were discovered on his account. Bates bond has been set at $100,000 and he is due in court today.



2/19/2020

Michael W. Day 

Killed in Single 

Vehicle Crash



	Locally in the news, a single vehicle crash in Lee County has resulted in one death. Sheriff Gary Parsons has stated that the call came in late Friday night, regarding a 

crash in the Seminary Community near the Wise County border of Lee County.

	Parson said the man driving the truck, Michael W. Day, age 57 of Big Stone Gap perished at the scene. The Virginia State Police are handling the investigation. It 

appears that Day ran off the right side of the road and was not wearing his seatbelt, allowing him to be ejected when his vehicle overturned.

	



2/20/2020

Investigation 

Update in 

Shooting 

Incident in Wise 

County



	On February 3rd, 2020, Wise County Sheriff's Office reported a shooting incident that occurred at the end of Limestone Road in the Stephens section of Wise County. 

As of, February 13rd, 2020 additional charges have been secured in relation to that case.

	Marshea Noell Absher, age 29, of Rasnick Road, Norton, Virginia has been arrested and criminally charged with the following:

	â¦•Abduction

	â¦•Conspiracy to Commit Aggravated Malicious Wounding

	â¦•Conspiracy to Commit Abduction

	Absher is being held without bond at the Southwest Virginia Regional Jail in Duffield, Virginia.

	This investigation is on-going and if anyone has information about this case please contact the Wise County Sheriff's Office Investigative Division at 276-328-3566.
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1st Quarter 2020

Update to 

Arrests Made in 

Shooting 

Incident



	In an update to the shooting incident we reported on earlier about a 911 call to Wise County Central Dispatch from a female that had been shot in the back. She was 

located in a car at the end of Limestone Road in a cemetery behind the Stephens Chapel Freewill Baptist Church. The female was taken to a trauma center where she is 

undergoing treatment.

	Norton Police Department arrived on scene to assist and located two more individuals with gunshot wounds. Emergency workers from Wise Rescue Squad arrived on 

scene and treated the female that had been shot in the back. A second person was lying on the ground at the scene and was pronounced deceased, and has since been 

identified as 39 year old Christopher Dale Stephens of Norton.

	Officers from the Wise County Sheriff's Office and Norton Police Department, while searching the area, located a third person who was identified as William Mattias 

Mills. Mills was hiding in the woods and had been shot multiple times. Mills told first responders that the female had picked him up and took him to a secluded 

location. Mills said that, upon arrival, someone pulled open the driver's side door and began shooting at him.

	Officers questioned Jarred Ray Hash, during which time Hash made statements that he was one of four individuals that went to the cemetery late in the evening of 

February 2, 2020. Hash reported that the female had brought Mills to the cemetery with the intention of Christopher Dale Stevens to confront and assault Mills.

	Hash said that he waited in the woods while Mills was confronted, and that he heard two or three gunshots before he went to the vehicle armed with a firearm. Hash 

said that he pulled his weapon and fired multiple times at Mills, who was attempting to run away into the woods, Hash chased him with the gun and kept firing at him.

	Mills was treated and released and is being held in jail on fugitive charges and awaiting extradition. Hash was charged with aggravated malicious wounding and Use of 

a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony. He is being held without bond.



2/20/2020

Update Wise 

Central Band 

Director 

Arrested on 

Child Porn 

Charges



	A Kentucky Judge has Bound Over the case against Band Director of Wise Central High School, Dalton Bates to a Grand Jury. Bates is charged with more than twenty 

counts of Portraying and Possession of materials related to minors in a sexual manner



2/24/2020

Norton City 

Council Agenda 

for February 18, 

2020



	Norton City Council Agenda for February 18, 2020, began with roll call.

	Then Reverend Gary Hill gave the invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

	After which approval was given for the Minutes from the February 4, 2020 meeting.

	After the Public portion of the meeting, they moved on to New Business consisting of;

	A request to allow the placement of a POW-MIA Memorial in Veterans Park.

	Overview of the 2019 Parks and Recreation Events and Activities.

	Update on the 2020 Norton Business Challenge Competition.

	Confirmation of a Check/Transfer in excess of $100,000, before moving on to the closed meeting portion for personnel. Included was council consideration for a 

transfer to Norton City Schools to cover General Obligation School Bond Series 2012 payment. During which time they voted on;

	Appointment of a Parent Representative to the Norton Family Assessment and Planning Team (FAPT) for a two year term.

	Appointment to the Building Code Board of Appeals for a five year term, currently Stephen McElroy, whose term has expired.

	Culmination of the meeting by the City Manager, City Attorney, and City Council, after which time the meeting adjourned.
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1st Quarter 2020

Lifer Mitchell 

Nicholas Given 

Additional 

Prison Sentence



	Locally in the news, an imate of Red Onion State Prison currently serving a life sentence, is now facing additional time. This additional time would be spent in a federal 

prison. Mitchell Nicholas, age 41, was recently convicted on mailing threatening letters to more than one federal judge. In response to his actions, Nicholas has been 

ordered to serve an additional seventy-two months in prison.



2/25/2020

Brianna 

Johnson 

Sentenced on 

Multiple 

Charges



	Brianna Johnson, age 23 of Norton Virginia has been sentenced to served five years in prison on numerous drug related charges and child neglect. Dual investigations 

into Johnson have resulted in the conviction.

	Beginning with a simple traffic stop, Pound Police Department Officers were able to find evidence that indicated numerous individuals were involved in illegal drug 

distribution that later on led to a drug bust at an apartment that involved Johnson and another suspect that were accused of distributing illegal drugs. Police listed 

methamphetamine and cocaine among the narcotics discovered.

	Last June, in the second investigation, Norton Police were provided evidence that Johnson was at an apartment with others, once again to partake in distributing 

illegal drugs. After searching the apartment, law enforcement located the narcotic, methamphetamine that was being distributed at the same time a child and Johnson 

were present.

	



2/25/2020

FBI Raids Harlan 

Clinic



	Last week over in Harlan Kentucky, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, along with the Kentucky State Police and the Kentucky Attorney General's Office of Medicaid 

Fraud and Abuse Control, raided Behavioral Health Professionals Clinic located in downtown Harlan Kentucky. No further details available at this time.



2/25/2020

Dylan Brewer 

Sentenced



	Locally in the news, Dylan Brewer a 23 year old Harlan Kentucky man has been sentenced to sixteen and a half years in federal prison for trying to distribute more 

than five hundred grams of methamphetamine and possession of a firearm.

	According to Brewer's plea agreement details, law enforcement stopped his vehicle in Bell County last July, whereupon they discovered almost two kilograms of 

methamphetamine and a loaded weapon that were hidden in a speaker box located in the back seat.

	Investigators learned that Brewer was traveling to Georgia to pick up meth and then traveling back to Harlan County to sell it locally. The U.S. Drug Enforcement 

Agency led the investigation with the aid of the, Kentucky State Police, and the Pineville Police, along with Bell and Knox County Sheriff's Departments.

	



2/26/2020

24 of 40



1st Quarter 2020

2020 Free 

Health Fair 

Extravaganza 

March 11-13



	This year's Health Fair partner, the Health Wagon, Quillen College of Medicine medical staff and students, along with community partners will be offering thousands 

of dollars of medical services free of charge. Medical personnel will be available to provide individual assessments by gathering complete medical history and 

performing comprehensive physical examinations. Sports and school physicals will be offered and lab services will be available.

	Women can receive pap smears and clinical breast exams, and Ballad Health mobile mammography will be available for mammograms and remember appointments 

are recommended but not required. This year will also include a sonographer who will be performing ultrasounds. Ultrasounds to be offered include abdominal, breast, 

musculoskeletal, pelvic and thyroid.

	Among the many other services that will be provided include, blood pressure checks, ECHO's ; EKGs, urinalysis, hearing tests, vision screening. Vision screening will 

include retinal scans and glaucoma testing.



2/26/2020

New Space 

Opens for 

Feeding 

Southwest 

Virginia in 

Abingdon



	In today's local news thanks to the Virginia Department of Social Services Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Funds, the Feeding Southwest Virginia Program has 

a new kitchen and pantry space to feed hungry children. The eight hundred square feet additional space for the newest Fighting Hunger program will be able to feed an 

additional one hundred and fifty children a day to start and is expected to grow to five hundred children daily. Food City stores chipped in to help pay for a new delivery 

van. You can learn more about the program at www.feedingswva.org.



2/27/2020

Surgeries Begin 

Again at Holston 

Valley Medical 

Center



	According to Ballad Health representatives, they have resumed their regular cardiovascular surgeries at Holston Valley Medical Center in Kingsport. This comes after 

surgeries were suspended voluntarily last week following a rash of cardiac deaths happened.

	Ballad Health officials cite the incidents as atypical to experience such a close occuring of incidents. Following a review they are able to say that the unfornuate 

casualties were not the result of any infection, or system failure, and that nothing was in error with Ballad's health standards or health care.

	



2/27/2020

Hazel Mullins 

Killed in Crash



	According to information released by the Virginia State Police, eighty year old Coeburn woman, Hazel Mullins was killed when the vehicle she was operating ran off 

the side of Route 58A. The vehicle went over a guardrail, overturned numerous times and eventually struck a tree. Mullins was pronounced dead at the scene and the 

incident remains under investigation.
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1st Quarter 2020

2020 Free 

Health Fair 

Extravaganza 

March 11-13, 

2020



	This year's Health Fair partners will be offering thousands of dollars of medical services free of charge. Medical personnel will be available to provide individual 

assessments by gathering complete medical history and performing comprehensive physical examinations. Sports and school physicals will be offered and lab services 

will be available.

	This year they are offering free skin care cancer screenings and biopsies may be provided if medically indicated. All services are offered free of charge daily from 9am-

4pm:

	March 11th at Zion Family Ministries in Wise

	March 12th at Valley View Freewill Baptist Church in Clintwood

	March 13th at Clincho Community Center in Clincho

	Women can receive pap smears and clinical breast exams, and Ballad Health mobile mammography will be available for mammograms and appointments are 

required, so please phone 276-328-8850. This year's services will also include a sonographer on site who will be performing ultrasounds. Ultrasounds to be offered 

include abdominal, breast, musculoskeletal, pelvic and thyroid thanks to the Philips Foundation for their provision of the Philips CX-50. Appointments are required for 

ultrasounds so please phone 276-328-8850.

	Among the many other services that will be provided include, blood pressure checks, ECHO's ; EKGs, urinalysis, hearing tests, vision screening. Vision screening will 

include retinal scans and glaucoma testing.

	For those requiring additional information or those interested in volunteering or donating to the Health Wagon please phone 276-328-8850 or online at 

www.thehealthwagon.org.

	



2/27/2020

Virginia's Burn 

Ban in Effect 

Until April 30th



	Locally in the news is a caution that outdoor fires before 4pm are against the law. The burn law ban went into effect on February 15th and will remain until April 30th. 

The ban law prohibits any outdoor burning before 4pm, if the fire is in or within three hundred feet of woodland, brush or fields containing dry grass or other 

flammable materials.

	In late winter and early spring, the burn law is one of the most effective tools to combat downed trees, branches and leaves from becoming forest fuel that greatly 

increase the danger of a potential forest fire.

	The 4pm time is based on various environmental factors such as, winds are more likely to be calmer, the temperature decreases while humidity increases and all of 

that combined lead to safer burning condition according to the Virginia Department of Forestry.

	This law applies to camp fires, warming fires, brush piles, or anything capable of spreading fire. No fuel may be added or fire rekindled after midnight.

	



3/2/2020

Wise County 

Public School 

Pre-K Signup 

March 12th at 

Noon



	Primary and elementary schools in Wise County with kindergarten classes will begin taking applications for the 2020-2021 Pre-K Program beginning Thursday March 

12th at 12noon. Parents should apply at the nearest school during the application period which begins March 12th and runs through the last school day for the current 

year.

	Students must be four years old on or before September 30, 2020 to be eligible for the programs. Parents are asked to take the child's birth certificate (or other proof 

of birth date) and income verification documents (tax returns, W-2 forms, social security/unemployment benefits, or 3 pay stubs with them to the school.

	Children who are accepted will be attending school for the full day each day school is in session beginning in August. Transportation is furnished by Wise County's 

regular school buses.
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1st Quarter 2020

Lee County 

Sheriff's Dept 

February 2020 

Stats



	Lee County Sheriff's Office Monthly Activity Report

	Total number of calls received by the Lee County Dispatch Office was 4,478

	Total number of calls that deputies responded to was 743

	There were 374 calls dispatched to the Fire Warden, Conservation Officer, VDOT, Juvenile Services, Department of Social Services, Animal Control, State Police, and 

the towns of Jonesville and Pennington Gap Police Departments.

	There were 228 Rescue Squad calls dispatched, with 4 ambulance calls.

	There were 40 Fire Department calls dispatched.

	Deputies escorted 13 funerals.

	Deputies unlocked 60 vehicles for citizens.

	Deputies served 52 Felony and Misdemeanor Warrants, 156 Subpoenas, 3 Show Cause Summons, and 852 Civil Papers for the three Lee County Courts.

	Deputies served 40 Protective Orders, and processed 52 people on 65 charges.

	The Lee County Sheriff's Office executed 3 Search Warrants.

	Deputies traveled a total of 53,786 miles, with 1,193 of those miles being on transports.

	Deputies transported 2 Juveniles, 3 Mental Health Patients, and 4 Prisoners from other jurisdictions.

	Inmates from the Duffield Regional Jail, along with deputies, picked up 298 bags of trash from the Lee County roadways.

	The Lee County Sheriff's Office Reserve Officers worked a total of 96 Community Volunteer hours last month.

	



3/3/2020

Officer Parker 

Nabs Woliver 

and Warner on 

Multiple 

Charges



	In today's local news, police officer Tracey Parker of the Pennington Gap Police Department conducted a traffic stop in the Town of Pennington Gap on Tuesday March 

3, 2020. According to a recent press release from Major Jimmy Woodard of the Lee County Sheriff's Department, the traffic stop resulted in the location of a firearm, 

eighteen grams of Methamphetamine and an undisclosed amount of Suboxone.

	Assisting Officer Parker with the traffic stop was Officer Jimmy Adair of the Pennington Gap Police Department, Deputy Chad Rouse, Sergeant Mason Cook, and 

Lieutenant Chris Dillman, all of the the Lee County Sheriff's Department.

	Christopher Woliver, age 31 of Orr Street in Big Stone Gap, Va, is charged with Possession of a Firearm while being in Possession of a Schedule II Ddrug, Possession of 

Schedule III, as well as multiple traffic violations.

	Crystal Warner, age 44, of Elk Knob Road in Pennington Gap, is charged with Possession of Schedule II with Intent to Distribute.

	Major Woodard confirms both are currently being held at the Duffield Regional Jail without bond. Major Woodard went on to commend all of the officers involved for 

their dedication to the betterment of Lee County and ensuring the safety of our citizens by removing drug offenders from our streets.

	



3/5/2020

Lee and Wise 

County Qualify 

for Grants



	Six locations in Lee and Wise County are qualified for a Federal Environmental Protection Agency Brownfields Grant that would evaluate their best uses, according to 

LENOWISCO Planning District Commission Duane Miller. These assessments allow each locality to better comprehend potential economic development effort goals and 

potential redevelopment expenses.
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1st Quarter 2020

David Dewayne 

Scott Sentenced 

in MECC 

Incident



	In today's local news David Dewayne Scott, age 44 of Big Stone Gap has been sentenced on his September 2019 guilty plea to four felony counts of Possession of 

Firearm by a Violent Convicted Felon, Discharging a Firearm in a Dwelling, Grand Larceny and Reckless Handling of a Firearm, along with three misdemeanor charges 

consisting of Brandishing a Firearm, Resisting Arrest and Disorderly Conduct.

	Scott had been arrested at Mountain Empire Community College, after numerous witnesses stated that he had waved a pistol at a neighbor and then walked across a 

hill onto the campus. Students as well as faculty were evacuated safely before authorities finally managed to corner Scott at the maintenance building belonging to the 

college.

	According to information provided by Chuck Slemp III, Wise County's Commonwealth Attorney, convicted felon Scott had stolen a .380 semi-automatic pistol from a 

parked vehicle in Big Stone Gap. Scott later pointed the pistol at his sister before shooting out a window in a nearby home.

	After the shooting, Scott fled into the woods near Mountain Empire Community College, which led to an immediate evacuation and lockdown of the campus until 

local law enforcement were able to corner Scott and arrest him. Local authorities involved consisted of Big Stone Gap and College Police, along with county deputies. 

Records show that Scott later admitted to investigators that he was under the influence of drugs.

	Last Fall, Scott had pled guilty to numerous crimes including Possession of a Firearm by a Violent Felon, Stealing a Firearm, Brandishing a Weapon, Reckless Handling 

of a Weapon, Discharging a Firearm into an Occupied Dwelling among those charges.

	At his sentencing, Scott received a total of nineteen years in prison with twelve years of it suspended, and then ten years of supervised probation upon release. Scott 

will now serve seven years in prison.



3/5/2020

Scott County 

Sheriff's Office 

Press Releases



	The Sullivan County Sheriff's Department was in pursuit of a stolen truck. During the pursuit the driver of the vehicle entered into Scott County then crashed, the 

suspect, Kevin Dustin Cole was detained by Sullivan County Deputies until Virginia officers arrived. The Scott County Sheriff's Department, along with the Virginia State 

Police seized several bags of methamphetamine and marijuana. Cole was charged with Possession of a Schedule II drug with Intent to Distribute (Methamphetamine), 

Possession of Marijuana with Intent to Distribute, and Possession of Burglary Tools.

	The Sullivan County Sheriff's Department was in pursuit of a white Dodge Stratus. The vehicle entered into Scott County on Route 23. Scott County Deputies 

attempted to stop the vehicle, but the driver refused to comply. The Virginia State Police along with the Gate City Police Department were contacted and joined the 

pursuit. Officers continued to pursue the vehicle for several miles. A Scott County Sheriff's Department deputy deployed their spike strips in an attempt to stop the 

vehicle. The driver of the Dodge Stratus continued to elude police and intentionally used her vehicle to strike a Virginia State Police patrol car. A rolling roadblock 

maneuver was used, ending the pursuit. The suspect, Keisha Dawn Staton, was arrested and charged with Assault on Law Enforcement, eluding and Possession of a 

Schedule II drug (Methamphetamine).

	The Hawkins County Sheriff's Department was in pursuit of a stolen vehicle on Stanley Valley Road. Once the driver entered into Virginia, a Scott County Sheriff's 

Department deputy deployed their spike strips. All four tires were flattened but the suspect refused to stop. A passenger exited the moving vehicle and was detained 

by the Hawkins County Sheriff's Department. The suspect then drove his car down a hill near a wooded area and attempted to flee on foot was apprehended by Scott 

County deputies. Methamphetamine, marijuana and several Klonopin were seized from the vehicle. The suspect, Austin Blake Burchfield, was charged with Possession 

of a Stolen Vehicle, Possession of a Schedule II Drug (Methamphetamine), Possession of a Schedule IV Drug (Klonopin), Possession of Marijuana and Eluding. The 

passenger that exited the vehicle during the chase was a juvenile and was wanted for Armed Car Jacking in Tennessee.



3/9/2020

Chuck Slemp on 

Senate Bill 261 

and House Bill 

1166



	Commonwealth's Attorney for Wise County and the City of Norton, Chuck Slemp III stated that the Bills, Senate Bill 261 and House Bill 1166 will tighten up on the 

reporting requirements for people appointed by the court system to manage senior citizens' financial affairs. It will now be a requirement for those same court 

appointed guardians or conservators of minors, seniors and incapacitated adults to sign under oath that already required regular reports to court are true.
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1st Quarter 2020

Wise Work 

Program Saves 

Over a Million 

Dollars



	In a recent press release, Commonwealth Attorney for Wise and the City of Norton, Chuck Slemp announced the Wise Works Program, has saved local taxpayers a lot 

of money. The alternative sentencing program for low risk, non-violent offenders offers supervised community service, rather than jail time. The program allows 

qualifying offenders to serve a portion, or their full sentence by working a specified number of days at a designated court ordered job site.

	Already effective at saving more than a million dollars of tax payer's money, from reducing the costs of incarcerating offenders and spending less on labor costs for 

local communities and non-profit organizations. Created in 2017 at the request of Slemp, the program currently has fifty five offenders actively working in the 

community rather than sitting in the Duffield Regional Jail. The program requires random drug tests, and failure to follow all of the rules results in jail time as a 

Probation Violation charge.

	Some of the community benefits for the county's current work site programs are the Wise County Animal Shelter, Big Stone Gap Parks and Recreation, the Wise 

County Housing Authority, the Salvation Army, the Wise County School System, and the Cities of Appalachia, Big Stone Gape, Pound and St. Paul.

	



3/10/2020

Danny Ray Kiser 

Sentenced



	In today's local news 55 year old Danny Ray Kiser has been found Guilty in a Wise County Circuit Court on charges of Abuse of an Incapacitated Adult and assorted 

other charges. Kiser's mother had been found by area authorities living in deplorable conditions. Receiving a sixteen year prison sentence, Kiser upon release will then 

be required to spend an additional fifteen years of probation. Chuck Slemp III, Wise County's Commonwealth Attorney has affirmed that his office makes cases 

involving harm against senior citizens and the elderly a top priority.



3/11/2020

LENOWISCO 

and the CDC on 

Coronavirus



	The Lenowisco Health District (LHD) continues to work with the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to respond 

to the expanding global outbreak of COVID-19, caused by a new coronavirus. The vast majority of cases have occurred in China. However, community spread is being 

detected in a growing number of countries. Community spread means spread of an illness for which the source of infection is unknown.

	The current risk of COVID-19 infection to the American public is still considered low. As of today, there are no COVID-19 cases in Virginia. Here are steps everyone can 

take to respond to this emerging public health threat:

	It's currently flu and respiratory disease season. CDC, VDH and LHD recommend that everyone 6 months of age or older get a flu vaccine. It's not too late to do this. Flu 

and COVID-19 symptoms can appear similar.

	Practice good infection control measures at home, school and work. This includes washing your hands frequently, covering your cough (into a tissue or your sleeve), 

and staying home from work/school if you are ill.

	Avoid close contact with people who are ill. Also, avoid touching your nose, mouth, and eyes.  If you are considering travel, please see the CDC's travel website 

regarding coronavirus at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html for more information.

	For local governments, schools and businesses: review your continuity of operations plans. While it would depend on the circumstances, these might be needed if an 

outbreak of COVID-19 happened in the Lenowisco Health District. Nonpharmaceutical interventions may need to be implemented. They include personal, community 

and environmental actions to help prevent the spread of the virus.

	o Personal actions include hand washing, covering your cough and sneeze, and staying home if ill.

	o Community actions include social distancing measures to reduce the risk of people who are sick coming into contact with others.

	o Environmental actions include cleaning measures. 
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1st Quarter 2020

Danny Ray Kiser 

Sentenced



	55 year old Danny Ray Kiser has been found Guilty in a Wise County Circuit Court on charges of Abuse of an Incapacitated Adult and assorted other charges. Kiser's 

mother had been found by area authorities living in deplorable conditions. Receiving a sixteen year prison sentence, Kiser upon release will then be required to spend 

an additional fifteen years of probation. Chuck Slemp III, Wise County's Commonwealth Attorney has affirmed that his office makes cases involving harm against senior 

citizens and the elderly a top priority.



3/12/2020

Chuck Slemp on 

Sticker Shock 

Project



	According to the results of the 2017 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, the vast majority of underage drinkers did not pay for the last alcoholic beverage they 

drank, but rather, the most common avenue for them to obtain it was through an older non-relative of theirs. The Virginia Sticker Shock Project is intended to raise 

awareness of Commonwealth laws that pertain to underage drinking.

	Five Southwest Virginia High Schools, along with students from the University of Virginia at Wise will be posting warning stickers on alcohol products at regional 

convenience stores this weekend. Also taking part in the program will be area prosecutors, law enforcement officers and volunteers from the community.

	Chuck Slemp III, the Commonwealth's Attorney for Wise County and the City of Norton believes it possible that individuals may not be aware of just how severe the 

penalties are in Virginia for anyone using a fake ID or for anyone providing alcohol to young people under the legal age of 21.

	Slemp commented, In Virginia, the ignorance of the law is no defense so just because you don't know the law does not give you an excuse to violate the laws. What 

we want to make sure of is that we prevent it and that's why I'm thrilled to participate in this program.



3/12/2020

Tyler Hyatt 

Facing Lifetime 

Sentence



	In today's local news Tyler Hyatt age 20 of Coeburn Virginia has been accused of assauting a female victim in January has pled No Contest. Charged with Aggravated 

Malicious Wounding in a crime that stemmed from a violent Domestic Dispute, Hyatt was found guilty of the charges. He claimed that he had forcibly hit, punched and 

smacked the victim. Luckily the victim survived the attack, but she is still recovering from her injuries. Hyatt currently faces a sentence of up to lifetime imprisonment 

when he is sentenced this June 23rd in Wise County Circuit Court.



3/12/2020

Conan 

Blankenship 

Sentenced



	Conan Blankenship age 38 of Big Stone Gap Virginia, has pled Guilty in Wise County's Circuit Court to charges of Aggravated Malicious Wounding and Stabbing in the 

Commission of a Felony. Last year Blankenship admitted to violently attacking his girlfriend, and was sentenced to eight years in prison. Commonwealth Attorney Chuck 

Slemp stated that Blankenship, "he attacked his girlfriend and told her he was going to cut the demons out of her, then brutally and savagely stabbed her causing 

permanent injury and permanent scarring."



3/12/2020

Update 2020 

Health Fair 

Extravaganza 

Cancelled



	As a precaution over fears of a possible pandemic, the 2020 Health Fair Extravaganza scheduled for this week has been cancelled. Please note that this is being done 

as a precaution only. There is no pandemic and there is nothing to be alarmed over.
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1st Quarter 2020

ARC and PLC 

2019 Crop Year 

Eligibility 

Enrollment 

Deadline



	Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their 2019 crop year elections for and enrollment in the Agriculture Risk Coverage the ARC and Price Loss 

Coverage the PLC programs must schedule an appointment to do so with their local USDA Farm Service Agency the FSA by the end of today.

	To date, more than 1.4 million contracts have been signed for the 2019 crop year. This represents 89% of expected enrollment with less than a week left for producers 

to get on FSA's appointment books. If you've not completed your elections or enrollment, the clock is ticking, and your program eligibility is at stake; so please call FSA 

today and request an appointment, said FSA Administrator Richard Fordyce.

	Producers who don't contact FSA for an appointment by the close of business today will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2019 crop year and will be ineligible to 

receive a payment should one trigger for an eligible crop.

	ARC and PLC provide income support to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms. For 

additional information, please contact your local FSA Office at 276-346-1531



3/16/2020

Health Wagon 

Provided with 

Telehealth Carts



	George Mason University has partnered to give four new advanced telehealth carts to the Health Wagon through a United States Department of Agriculture grant, 

valued at $12,040. These telehealth systems will be used to provide virtual clinics.

	The Health Wagon is so very thankful for these products as we are the highest utilizer of telehealth in the Commonwealth of Virginia due to barriers, such as financial 

and transportation, that prevents patients to be treated with much needed specialty care, said Health Wagon President and CEO Dr. Teresa Tyson. The Health Wagon 

will supply carts at Health Wagon stationary clinic sites, partner Appalachian Center for Excellence in Healthcare and with partner Appalachian College of Pharmacy, 

said Dr. Tyson.

	The Health Wagon also intends to utilize this innovative approach to healthcare treatment to minimize a potential Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak in 

southwest Virginia. Telehealth is a resource which mitigates barriers to healthcare access as well as prevents transmission of disease and illness from physical touch.

	We are happy to support the Health Wagon with equipment and will be available for any needed support during this public health epidemic, said Dr. Rebecca Sutter, 

Director of Clinical Services Population Health Center/Mason and Partners Clinic Co-Director.

	This is an opportunity to utilize virtual retail health clinics at pharmacies and grocery stores to see a doctor and get a prescription at the same time to avoid spreading 

the coronavirus, said Dr. Shamly Abdelfattah, PharmD, Associate Professor of Pharmacy and Director of Healthcare Innovations at the Appalachian College of 

Pharmacy.

	This innovation and partnership is still in the early planning stages and will not be available immediately. For additional information about the Health Wagon, please 

call 276-328-8850
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1st Quarter 2020

30th General 

and Juvenile & 

Domestic 

Relations 

District Courts



	Appearing to the courts that the President of the United States and the Governor of Virginia have issued certain emergency declarations concerning the health and 

safety of our citizens. It further appearing to the courts that the Federal Center of Disease Control has issued certain guidance including mitigation strategies for 

communities to reduce or eliminate large gatherings of individuals to avoid the spread of COVID-19.

	And it further appearing to the courts that they are authorized under Virginia Code Section 16.1-69.35(5) to determine when courts shall be open for transaction of 

business when "under prevailing conditions, it would constitute a threat to the health and safety of the Clerk's Office personnel and the general public."

	It is ordered that there shall be limited access to the District Courts from March 16th,2020 to April 6th 2020. In the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Courts, all 

cases involving Child Support, Civil Custody and Visitation, Adult Criminal Cases where the defendant is NOT incarcerated, and Juvenile Delinquency (Criminal) cases 

where the juvenile is not held in detention are herby continued. Witnessess for these matters are hereby excused from appearing.

	All currently scheduled court dates for any incarcerated defendant or juvenile in detention will go forward as scheduled and are not included within this order or 

continuance, subject however, to a written motion filed in any such case of an incarcerated defendant. The courts will also conduct limited hearings including bond 

motions, petitions for Family Abuse Protective Orders, petitions for Abuse and Neglect, video arraignments of incarcerated persons charged will violations of the 

criminal code of the Commonwealth, and when warranted, emergency motions filed during that period.

	In the General District Courts all but the following cases are continued: Protective Order Hearings, Arraignments of incarcerated defendants, all criminal cases in 

which the defendant is incarcerated, emergency motions, and bond hearings.

	Furthermore until further notice, each District Court Clerk's Office shall be open for public access from 9:00am until 11:30am and 1:30pm until 3:30pm. Clerks will be 

in the office during regular hours and still reachable by phone and electronic forms of communication.



3/17/2020

Wise County 

Commissioner 

of the Revenue 

Office



	The Wise County Commissioner of the Revenue's Office is temporarily discontinuing assistance with Income Tax Preparation through the end of the month. The 

Virginia filing deadline is May 1, 2020. They apologize for the inconvenience but state that absolutely no exceptions will be made. For updates and additional 

information you may contact them at 276-328-3556 option two.



3/19/2020

Wise County 

Board of 

Supervisor's 

April Meeting



	Wise County Board of Supervisors will hold their next Regular Meeting Thursday evening, April 9th at 6:00 p.m. in the Wise County Schools Education Center, 

Conference Room A located on Lake Street in Wise, VA.



3/19/2020

Wise County 

Planning 

Commission 

April Meeting



	Wise County Planning Commission will hold its Regular Meeting on Monday evening, April 13th at 5:00 p.m. at the Wise County Schools Education Center, Conference 

Room A, located on Lake Street in Wise, VA.



3/19/2020

Honeybranch 

Road Dumpster 

Site Closed



	The green box dumpsters located on Honeybranch Road have been removed and the site itself will be closed down. All residents of Wise County that were using that 

site are now directed to take your trash to the convenience center located on Rt. 58, just above the Virginia City Power Plant. This decision was made due to the health 

; safety hazard posed to the public by the bears in and around this site.
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1st Quarter 2020

Online Classes 

Offered at UVA-

Wise



	Representatives of UVA Wise recently announced the offering of online classes for the rest of the semester rather than in-person classes, as a preventative measure 

against the spread of COVID 19. All faculty members will be switching over to online instruction only by the 23rd of this month. At this time the college has also 

cancelled all nonessential travel for both students and employees, along with gatherings and events that will have more than one hundred attendants. Representatives 

went on to add that the matter of staying with online courses only will be revisited the first week of April.



3/19/2020

Ballad Health 

Response to 

COVID-19



	As a result of a confirmed case of Coronavirus, Ballad Health has expanded its response efforts. The Ballad Health System now restricts entrances at their hospitals 

and screens those entering for the near future.

	The Health Organization has also activated its Corporate Emergency Operations Center in order to better coordinate their response efforts across the health system. 

Individuals who may be experiencing symptoms and intend to see a doctor or visit urgent care are strongly encouraged to phone ahead to make certain they are 

prepared for your arrival.

	Ballad Health CEO Alan Levine recently held a Press Conference in order to outline their new precautionary steps that all Ballad facilities will be undertaking because 

of the Coronavirus. Among them is restricted access to all hospitals with one visitor per patient allowed. No one under the age of eighteen may enter their buildings, 

visitors will be screened before they are allowed to enter, and all visitors to long term care facilities will be suspended for the near future. Gatherings/meetings of fifty 

or more people are cancelled until further notice.

	CEO Levine added that, Just because you are young and not at risk for serious complications does not mean you can not spread the virus.



3/19/2020

Lee County 

Board of 

Supervisor's 

Press Release



	In today's local news from the most recent Press Release out of the Lee County Board of Supervisor's Office;

	In response to the COVID-19 virus pandemic, all Lee County Courthouse offices and the Voter Registrar's office will be closed to the public until April 6th, 2020. All 

employees will continue to report to work during their normal work hours and will be available by phone and email to assist the public. Any citizen needing assistance 

should call the office with whom they wish to do business. If you do not know the correct number, call 276-346-7714 for guidance. If the service you are requesting is 

determined to require entry to the building, you will be met at the main entrance to the Courthouse and directed to the appropriate office.

	We regret the need for this action, but are following recommendations of the Governor and state health officials. This closure will be evaluated by the Board of 

Supervisors to determine if the Courthouse will reopen to the public or remain closed beyond April 6th, 2020.
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1st Quarter 2020

Governor 

Northham - 

Executive Order 

53



	Click on the link for more information concerning Executive Order 53 - Additional Restrictions Concerning Covid-19 Social Distancing.







	https://www.governor.virginia.gov/







	







	







	



3/24/2020

Lee County 

Banks Modify 

Daily 

Operations



	On March 19th, 2020 Farmers and Miners Bank, Lee Bank and Trust Company and Powell Valley National Bank, jointly announced the modification of their Bank Lobby 

operations to be on an appointment only basis.

	Appointments will be available and be made for loan requests, opening or modifying deposit accounts, gaining access to safe deposit boxes, among other services 

provided by their bank.

	Normal deposit and withdrawal activity will continue at the Drive Up, Night Drop and ATM facilities at all bank offices. In addition, calls will be answered during 

normal business hours to assist customers.

	In consideration of guidance by Government and Health Officials we have made the joint decision to support the efforts of those dealing with this challenge on a first 

hand basis shared Robert Coffey, CEO of Lee Bank I Trust, by taking basic and prudent actions to lessen risk for everyone.

	Loan requests and Deposit account opening will continue at all three banks stated Bill Sage, CEO of Farmers ; Miners Bank. Many of our customers, especially loan 

customers, are accustomed to calling ahead and letting us know they will be coming by.

	We ask that all of the good people in Lee County and greater region keep our area and country in its prayers shared Leton Harding, CEO of Powell Valley National 

Bank. All three of us are proud to play a small part in working to defeat this health challenge by following suggested business operating guidelines.

	Customers of Farmers and Miners, Lee Bank ; Trust Company and Powell Valley National Bank are encouraged to check their respective bank's homepages, other 

social media or to contact their local offices for more details about the modification of lobby operating procedures.

	Appointments for loan, deposit, safe deposit and other services may be made by contacting the office of your local bank
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1st Quarter 2020

Press Release 

Commonwealth 

Attorneys' 

Office for Lee 

County



	In today's local news is the latest Press Release from the Commonwealth Attorneys' Office for Lee County H. Fuller Cridlin;

	The Supreme Court of Virginia has declared a Judicial Emergency in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. What this means, essentially, is that all criminal matters 

scheduled for the next twenty one days by my office will be rescheduled. Witnesses subpoenaed by my office to appear for trials or hearings scheduled during this time 

frame are released from those subpoenas.

	Emergency matters such as certain bond hearings, emergency protective orders, or cases involving a speedy trial issue will still be heard, however, currently we have 

no cases involving speedy trial issues scheduled, and I do not anticipate any. Therefore those who are currently scheduled for jury service will not need to appear for at 

least the next three weeks.

	My office will remain open, and open to the public, until directed otherwise by the Commonwealth or Federal Government. If you have an appointment with me, or 

another prosecutor in my office, we will be more than happy to reschedule the appointment for you if that is your preference. We are also available to schedule 

appointments via telephone if you would prefer not to travel to my office.

	This is a fluid situation that is evolving daily. As things changed, I will try to keep you updated. In the meantime, I urge you to follow the directives of President Trump, 

Governor Northam, and other authorities.

	



3/25/2020

Formal Request 

from Virginia 

Senators 

Warner and 

Kaine to FNS



	In today's local news US Senators of Virginia Warner and Kaine, sent a formal request to the Administrator of the Food and Nutrition Service the (FNS) at the US 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) urging for swift approval of Virginia's request to operate a Disaster Household Distribution Program. This designation by the Food 

and Nutrition Service would allow food banks to distribute USDA foods directly to Virginia's neediest families while limiting the interactions between food bank staff, 

volunteers, and recipients during the coronavirus outbreak. The request read in part as follows;

	We write today in support of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) request to operate a Disaster Household Distribution Program in 

Virginia due to the ongoing public health emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19. Timely approval of this request is needed to ensure families in Virginia have 

access to healthy foods during this crisis.

	In Virginia, many households are out of work due to the ongoing public health emergency. This has created an unprecedented increase in need for food services 

across the Commonwealth. With little time to prepare, many families have found themselves without the finances to maintain a healthy diet. Unfortunately, 

congregate food distribution is not an option at this time due to the potential spread of COVID-19. A household distribution program is required to ensure the safe and 

efficient distribution of food to families in need.

	The Virginia Federation of Foodbanks-working in conjunction with VDACS-will operate the Disaster Household Distribution Program in the Commonwealth. Virginia 

Foodbanks will utilize their existing inventories of USDA foods and donated foods to help supplement families' nutritional needs. Participants in the program will not be 

required to complete long and burdensome application forms. The goal will be to limit interaction between staff, volunteers, and recipients to ensure the safe and 

expeditious delivery of food to families.

	Thank you for your consideration of this request and all you do to ensure Americans have access to healthy foods.
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1st Quarter 2020

Press Release 

from the 

Commonwealth 

Attorneys' 

Office for Lee 

County H. Fuller 

Cridlin

The Supreme Court of Virginia has declared a â€œJudicial Emergencyâ€• in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. What this means, essentially, is that all criminal matters 

scheduled for the next twenty one days by my office will be rescheduled. Witnesses subpoenaed by my office to appear for trials or hearings scheduled during this time 

frame are released from those subpoenas.

Emergency matters such as certain bond hearings, emergency protective orders, or cases involving a speedy trial issue will still be heard, however, currently we have 

no cases involving speedy trial issues scheduled, and I do not anticipate any. Therefore those who are currently scheduled for jury service will not need to appear for at 

least the next three weeks.

My office will remain open, and open to the public, until directed otherwise by the Commonwealth or Federal Government. If you have an appointment with me, or 

another prosecutor in my office, we will be more than happy to reschedule the appointment for you if that is your preference. We are also available to schedule 

appointments via telephone if you would prefer not to travel to my office.

This is a fluid situation that is evolving daily. As things changed, I will try to keep you updated. In the meantime, I urge you to follow the directives of President Trump, 

Governor Northam, and other authorities.

3/26/2020

COVID-19 

Impacts Blood 

Supplies

Today's local news is concerning the effect of the

efforts towards slowing the spread of COVID-19 and the resulting impact to area

blood supplies. According to the Marsh Regional Blood Center, because many of

the already planned blood drives have now been cancelled. Marsh Regional Blood

Center Administrators are feeling trepidation about, â€œthe possibility that it

will be unable to meet the needs of patients in this region.â€•

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

Director of Marsh Regional Blood Center stated, â€œWe need

people to turn out in force and donate. Nationally blood drives are being

cancelled, and hospitals and health systems are in urgent need for donations.

This could turn into an unprecedented blood shortage, unless our donors come

out and give as soon as they can.â€•

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

Additionally, Director Campbell went on to reassure that

the COVID-19 doesn't â€œpose any known risks to blood donors during the donation

process. If you're healthy, feel well and haven't been exposed to COVID-19, we

need you to donate now.â€•

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

As an added bonus, every person that donates blood right

now will receive a ten dollar gift card for Food City. Potential donors with

blood type O-negative are especially beneficial as their blood can be used by
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1st Quarter 2020

Health Wagon 

President and 

CEO Dr. Teresa 

Tyson, FNP

Before the time that the COVID-19 virus was deemed pandemic, the Health Wagon was hastily implementing new policies and procedures to keep patients, employees 

and partners safe. The Health Wagon has implemented increased sanitizing and disinfecting of stationary and mobile clinics this continues to be a top priority. In 

addition, they are practicing crucial social distancing while seeing patients via many different modalities including telehealth access at their website 

(www.thehealthwagon.org).<br>

The Health Wagon is skilled with virtual telehealth as they have been practicing it for twenty-seven years. If you have a smart phone or computer, you can connect to 

their providers Monday through Friday from 9a-5p. If you don't have a smart phone or computer the Smiddy Clinic in Wise at 5626 Patriot Drive and Clintwood Clinic in 

Clintwood at 233 Chase Street is open with iPads for you to connect to a provider from the lobby area. Please call ahead to discuss your health care needs. Do not take 

along guests or guest riders in your vehicle as it may be necessary to facilitate a visit in your vehicle. For minors, one guardian may accompany during the visit.<br>

At this time the Health Wagon has needs. They have financial needs. They are low on personal protective equipment (PPE), specifically N95 masks, face shields, 

disinfectant sprays and sanitizing wipes. They are actively engaged with patients to ensure they have necessary food, medications, and access to medical and mental 

health services at this time.<br>

There is a limited supply of COVID-19 test kits available at the Health Wagon. Officials have advised that testing for COVID-19 may become more readily available at a 

later time. At this time, if you feel symptomatic and need to be tested, please contact Ballad Health at 833-822-5523.<br>

This Health Nurse Connect line is active 24 hours a day, seven days a week. For information on symptoms, state mandates, and resources, please visit the Virginia 

Department of Health (VDH) at www.vdh.gov/coronavirus or visit the Centers of Disease Control (CDC) at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

3/31/2020

LENOWISCO 

Confirms COVID-

19 in Lee 

County

Last week saw the first confirmed cases of COVID-19 locally as reported by LENOWISCO. In Lee County, two residents of our district tested positive for the Coronavirus. 

In the first case were a male and female pair in their fifties, and the second case is a contact for their household.<br>

LENOWISCO assures everyone that none of them have had any contact with the community prior to the arrival of their first symptoms, after which, they have all 

maintained the strictest of isolation. No community contact has taken place.<br>

Sue Cantrell, MD Director, LENOWISCO and Cumberland Plateau Health Districts states, â€œAs we see new cases of COVID-19 throughout the Commonwealth, and 

going forward in our communities. It is critical that people follow the public health guidelines on social distancing and good hygiene. Social distancing is one of the most 

effective strategies in lessening the impact of this pandemic.â€•<br>

People are reminded to avoid social gatherings of more than ten people. Individuals aged sixty-five or older, or those with chronic medical conditions are strongly 

encouraged to stay at home during this time. Additional information may be had by calling the 1-877-ASK-VDH3 Hotline. (1-877-275-8343)<br>

In the meantime, everyone is reminded to wash your hands often with soap and water for a minimum of twenty seconds. If soap is unavailable use an alcohol based 

hand sanitizer. Avoid touching your eyes, mouth and nose. When coughing or sneezing, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or sleeve instead of your hand. 

Disinfect objects and surfaces frequently.<br>

Avoid contact with sick people, and if you are sick please self-quarantine. If you have symptoms, contact your health professional by phone. As time goes on these 

directives may expand, but at this time these are the best known measures to protect yourself and your loved ones.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->
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1st Quarter 2020

Formal Request 

from Virginia 

Senators 

Warner and 

Kaine to FNS

US Senators of Virginia Warner and Kaine, sent a formal request to the Administrator of the Food and Nutrition Service the (FNS) at the US Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) urging for swift approval of Virginia's request to operate a Disaster Household Distribution Program. This designation by the Food and Nutrition Service would 

allow food banks to distribute USDA foods directly to Virginia's neediest families while limiting the interactions between food bank staff, volunteers, and recipients 

during the coronavirus outbreak. The request read in part as follows;<br>

â€œWe write today in support of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) request to operate a Disaster Household Distribution Program 

in Virginia due to the ongoing public health emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19. Timely approval of this request is needed to ensure families in Virginia have 

access to healthy foods during this crisis.<br>

In Virginia, many households are out of work due to the ongoing public health emergency. This has created an unprecedented increase in need for food services across 

the Commonwealth. With little time to prepare, many families have found themselves without the finances to maintain a healthy diet. Unfortunately, congregate food 

distribution is not an option at this time due to the potential spread of COVID-19. A household distribution program is required to ensure the safe and efficient 

distribution of food to families in need.<br>

The Virginia Federation of Foodbanks-working in conjunction with VDACS-will operate the Disaster Household Distribution Program in the Commonwealth. Virginia 

Foodbanks will utilize their existing inventories of USDA foods and donated foods to help supplement families' nutritional needs. Participants in the program will not be 

required to complete long and burdensome application forms. The goal will be to limit interaction between staff, volunteers, and recipients to ensure the safe and 

expeditious delivery of food to families.<br>

Thank you for your consideration of this request and all you do to ensure Americans have access to healthy foods.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

4/1/2020

New Adoption 

Fee Possible at 

Scott County 

Animal Shelter

Those looking for a new furry friend are always encouraged to adopt an animal from their local shelter. Over in Gate City, anyone adopting an animal from the Scott 

County Animal Shelter may soon need to pay an adoption fee.<br>

This proposal was submitted by Jake Dougherty of the Scott County Animal Shelter at the most recent Wise County Board of Supervisor's meeting. Although shelter 

animals can currently be adopted free of charge, this new proposal would establish a thirty dollar adoption fee for each animal, along with fees for rescue groups and 

others that take animals from the shelter.<br>

According to Dougherty, the adoption fee was submitted as part of their new wellness program at the shelter in which animals are vaccinated by the staff for serious 

diseases such as Parvo and Distemper as they are admitted to the shelter. Currently these vaccinations and their cost has been absorbed by the shelter, but staff 

believe the proposed Adoption Fee would help to alleviate the burden of at least a portion of these vaccinations and other necessary veterinarian care that is 

sometimes required. This would save potential animal adopters money on the vaccines that they would otherwise need to pay for at a veterinarian's office.<br>

Also submitted was a proposed fee for owners that have lost an animal which ends up at the shelter, the Return to Owner Fee is currently $3 a day, but because of the 

new Wellness Policy and Vaccines that the animal receives, staff have suggested raising the fee to $13 for the first day and $3 for each additional day.<br>

There has also been a $10 fee for the Scott County Humane Society, which takes some animals from the shelter and puts them with rescue groups. Currently the 

Humane Society takes animals free of charge, but has to pay for their vaccines.<br>

County Attorney Sally Kegley related that the Board of Supervisors would need to hold a Public Hearing to be able to change the Animal Control Ordinance to reflect 

the Adoption Fee, which will take place next month.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->
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1st Quarter 2020

Press Release 

Yuma & 

Snowflake Drug 

Busts

As a result of citizen complaints concerning drug activity in the Yuma and Snowflake community and a lengthy investigation by the Scott County Sheriff's Office, the 

Virginia State Police Tactical Team and the Southwest Virginia Drug Task Force, two search warrants were served on two separate residences.<br>

The search warrant in Yuma yielded more than fifty grams of Crystal Methamphetamine with a street value of $1600, three handguns, one sawed-off shotgun, and U.S. 

currency. Two people were arrested during the execution of the search warrant.<br>

The search warrant in the Snowflake community resulted in over half a pound of processed high grade marijuana with a street value of $4,000, 30 Oxycodone, with a 

street value of $900, and U.S. currency. Two people were arrested during the execution of that search warrant.<br>

Sheriff Edds would like to thank everyone for their hard work and would encourage the public to continue to report suspicious activity.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

4/2/2020

Health Wagon 

Health Nurse 

Connect Line

There is currently a limited supply of COVID-19 test kits available at the Health Wagon. Officials have advised that testing for COVID-19 may become more readily 

available at a later time. At this time, however,  if you feel symptomatic and need to be tested, please contact Ballad Health at 1-833-822-5523.<br>

This Health Nurse Connect line is active 24 hours a day, seven days a week. For additional information on COVID-19 symptoms, state mandates, and resources, please 

visit the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) at www.vdh.gov/coronavirus or you may visit the Centers of Disease Control (CDC) at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/index.html.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

4/2/2020

Health Wagon 

Health Nurse 

Connect Line 

833-822-5523

There is still a limited supply of COVID-19 test kits available at the Health Wagon. Officials continue to advise that testing for COVID-19 may become more readily 

available at a later time. At this time, if you feel symptomatic and need to be tested, please contact Ballad Health at 833-822-5523.<br> This Health Nurse Connect line 

is active 24 hours a day, seven days a week. For information on symptoms, state mandates, and resources, please visit the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) at 

www.vdh.gov/coronavirus or visit the Centers of Disease Control (CDC) at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

4/6/2020

MEOC Waives 

Transit Fees for 

Public

Along with the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation and the Federal Transit Administration, the Mountain Empire Older Citizens Transit will offer free 

transportation to the general public until the end of April. Serving Lee, Scott and Wise Counties, as well as the city of Norton, regular rates are anywhere from .75 to 

$1.50. MEOC operates a demand and response service and is maintaining its normal operating schedule for now, but has increased their sanitization routines greatly. 

MEOC Transportation is available Monday through Friday from 7am until 5pm, with services open to all ages. To schedule a ride, please phone ahead at least twenty-

four hours in advance to 276-523-7433.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->

4/6/2020

Health Call 

Centers 

Available 24/7

Across the Commonwealth, public health districts have created health call centers to answer questions and provide informed information concerning COVID-19 and 

other associated issues. Some of the information available is symptoms, how to minimize your risk of exposure to yourself and others, regional conditions, testing 

resources and also how they are being used, along with what to do if you think you may be ill or might have been exposed.<br>

Available Monday thru Friday from 8am-4:30pm.<br>

Lee County 276-346-2011<br>

Scott County 276-386-1312<br>

Wise County ; Norton 276-328-8000

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->
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1st Quarter 2020

Schools Closed 

Statewide, Now 

What?

Since Governor Northam ordered the closure of Commonwealth schools for the rest of the year its meant a lot of changes for local families. What do to for your child's 

education and entertainment is near the top of the list for most parents. Remember that Northam has also requested all Commonwealth citizens to refrain from travel 

at this time in an effort to reduce the transmission of the Coronavirus.<br>

Keep in mind that while public gatherings of more than ten people is banned throughout the state; this ban does not apply to health care or medical services, food 

banks, media, law enforcement etc. In an emergency you will still be able to access vital services should you need them.<br>

For education the rest of this year, the Virginia Department of Education is providing guidance to help ensure students are served equally, regardless of access to 

technology, learning status, or special needs. Some of this will be provided thru summer programming, integrating instruction into coursework next year, and allowing 

students to make up content. VDOE intends to submit a waiver to temporarily lift the end of year testing cycle, and will also look into options for waiving state 

mandated testing.<br>

Lonesome Pine Regional Library is continuing to offer services while buildings are closed to the public. All library branches will now offer porch or foyer pick up services 

during normal operating hours. Adults and children can check out reading materials via email to their local library or through the regional library website at 

www.lprlibrary.org. No fines will be charged during this time.<br>

The popular Books By Mail service has now been extended to everyone in the community. For details or to receive books please phone 276-328-4806 or 276-328-8325. 

Anyone will a valid library card may access audiobooks, children's programs, ebooks, magazines, movies, and videos and more online at www.lprlibrary.org. There is 

also an option to register for a library card online in case you need one.

<!-- /wp:paragraph -->
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