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I. Issues 
Energy/environment 
Health 
Politics/voting/elections 
Education 
Housing and development (local) 
Business/labor 
Crime/police/public safety 
Transportation 
Immigration 
Minority Issues 
Science and Technology 

 
 

II. Responsive Programing 
 

Energy/environment 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/1/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:01 
Hurricane Harvey did much of its damage along the Texas coast with strong winds that ripped apart homes and 
businesses. But in Houston...it was the heavy rains that put much of the city under water. That got the state’s 
climatologist looking for lessons on how to prepare by studying rain-heavy storms from the past.  
1/4/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :42 
The last few days have been unusually frigid in Austin. So cold, it might be easy to lose sight of a troubling fact: 
last year was Austin’s warmest year on record, when it comes to average temperature.   
1/23/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:34 
A lot of what you hear in the news comes down to numbers. What’s the employment rate? How’s the stock 
market? What’s the price of gas? When those numbers are wrong, the whole story is wrong. And, as KUT’s Mose 
Buchele reports, that’s what might be happening with an important number in the world of energy.  
1/24/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :56 
The Trump administration’s new 30-percent tariff on imported solar panels could have ripples across the solar 
industry in Austin, which employs hundreds of people.  
1/31/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :52 
One-point-seven billion dollars sits in a state fund to fight air pollution in Texas. But lawmakers aren’t spending 
it. Why? KUT’s Mose Buchele has the details.  
2/2/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :40 
U.S. oil production recently hit a level not seen in decades. As Houston Public Media’s Travis Bubenik reports, oil 
drilling is on track to break records this year.  
2/8/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :45 
Drought conditions are spreading in Texas. And as KUT’s Trey Shaar reports, the situation is likely to get worse 
before it gets better.  
3/1/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :34 
Texas is expected to break new records for electricity use this summer. KUT’s Mose Buchele reports on whether 
that could bring trouble for the Texas grid.  
3/2/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :35 
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You can now watch Austin’s only resident peregrine falcon up close and personal, thanks to a camera aimed at 
her nest at the top of the UT Tower. And as KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, there’s good reason to keep an eye on 
the bird over the next few months.  
3/13/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :48 
A gulf coast county near Houston is suing the Arkema Chemical Plant for toxic spills during and after Hurricane 
Harvey last year. As Houston Public Media’s Florian Martin reports, the lawsuit is against the company following 
legal action by Harris County and others.  
3/19/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :44 
Solar electricity continues to grow in Texas. As KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, new numbers show the state 
moving up among the leaders when it comes to getting your power from the sun.  

 
Health 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/1/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :49 
Scientists with the US Geological Survey are fighting outbreaks of plague among prairie dogs in states including 
Texas. As KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, they’re finding success in a vaccination program that could — one day — 
also help keep the disease away from humans.  
1/3/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :43 
More Central Texas counties are seeing confirmed cases of the flu and more are expected to come this month 
and the next.  
1/10/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :44 
Congress still has not reauthorized the Children’s Health Insurance Program, which provides health insurance to 
roughly 9 million children. CHIP in Texas is expected to have enough money to make it through March. But a 
new study of remaining CHIP funds found that many states are expected to run out of money sooner than that.  
1/15/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 3:00 
Flu season is hitting Texas – and the country – hard this winter. But that raises a good question: why does the flu 
seem to hit only in winter? We get colds any time of the year; why is flu so seasonal?  
1/30/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :54 
When it comes to rural health care, Texas gets a grade of “D minus.” That’s according to a first-of-its-kind rural 
health “report card,” published last month by Texas Tech University’s F. Marie Hall Institute for Rural and 
Community Health.  
2/20/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 8:49 
There’s an alarming number of women dying while pregnant or shortly after giving birth in Texas. Last year, 
Texas lawmakers directed a task force investigating maternal deaths in the state to come up with ways to curb 
those deaths in the future. Today, we begin a three-part series looking at how they might do that.  
3/15/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:21 
The state-funded program that serves low-income women in Texas is still not serving as many women as it used 
to. Lawmakers kicked Planned Parenthood out of the program in 2011, which meant the state had to find a way 
to replace the most popular provider in the program. But that hasn’t been an easy task.  

 
Politics/voting/elections 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/2/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:15 
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Texas Democrats will be running a candidate in every Congressional seat this year – and almost 90 percent of 
seats in the state Legislature. And even though Democrats are unlikely to win a lot of those seats, political 
strategists say it could solve a problem Democrats have been struggling with for years. KUT’s Ashley Lopez 
reports this year’s election could be an opportunity for the party to grow its number of experienced candidates 
to run for office.  
1/9/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:27 
Almost 50 women in Texas have filed to run for Congress this year. Organizations who recruit women to run for 
public office say that number could lead to historic election results in November. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports this 
is part of a nationwide wave of women seeking public office – many for the first time.  
1/11/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :47 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s campaign says he has set a new record for how much cash on hand a statewide 
candidate has ever reported: More than 43-million dollars. KUT’s Ben Philpott says Abbott will raise even more 
money before the general election in November. 
1/12/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :41 
The U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to hear an appeal by the state of Texas to preserve electoral maps that a 
lower court struck down as racially discriminatory.  
1/16/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :37 
The U.S. Supreme Court has dismissed an appeal from the Texas Democratic Party that claimed the Republican-
controlled state legislature illegally gerrymandered the state's electoral maps to favor Republicans. The high 
court said it lacked jurisdiction to consider the complaint. But a separate challenge over the state’s electoral 
maps is still pending.  
1/19/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 4:51 
The Texas Lieutenant Governor has historically been called the strongest office in Texas state politics. But that 
power isn’t actually derived from the office itself. As we continue our Get To Know Your Statewide Offices 
series, KUT’s Ben Philpott looks into where the Lieutenant Governor gets his or her power…and whether it could 
be weakened in the future. 
1/22/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :31 
Texans will be voting in primaries for members of Congress and the Texas Legislature – among other important 
offices — in March. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports if you’d like to vote in those elections, you have two weeks until 
the voter registration deadline.  
1/29/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :38 
Republicans supporting the leader of the Texas House, Speaker Joe Straus, are pushing back against a censure 
vote over the weekend by the state Republican party’s executive committee. The vote was 44 to 19 in favor of 
rebuking Speaker Straus for what member said was his effort to block Republican priorities in the legislative 
session.  
2/16/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :49 
The Austin City Council passed this morning a paid sick leave ordinance mandating that private employers 
provide paid sick days. And as KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, within hours, State Representative Paul Workman 
promised legislation to undo it.  
2/19/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :46 
Democrats see opportunities in this year’s election in Texas and elsewhere. Republicans have controlled the 
state’s 7th Congressional District for more than half a century. But this year, Democrats are eyeing it for a 
possible takeover. Andrew Schneider reports on why incumbent Congressman John Culberson may be 
vulnerable, as he runs for a tenth term.  
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2/22/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm 3:21 
Early voting started this week in the Texas Party Primaries. If you plan to vote on Election Day, March 6th, it’s 
possible that you’ll run into someone at your polling location with the title, “Election Judge.” A listener asked 
about these election judges, so as part of our Texas Decides project, KUT’s Ashley Lopez looked into how they 
get this job and what it entails.  
2/23/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :53 
A panel of Texas lawmakers discussed the security of the state’s election systems today. With all the evidence of 
Russian involvement in the 2016 presidential election, lawmakers wanted to know how safe are the state’s voter 
rolls and voting equipment.  
3/6/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :55 
Much has been made about the strong increase in turnout among Texans in the Democratic Party Primary 
compared with 2014 -- the last midterm primary year. And as we hear from KUT’s Ben Philpott, what that means 
for the general election later this year remains a question.  

 
Education 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/2/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :35 
The number of students prepared for kindergarten in the Austin Independent School District is increasing. KUT’s 
Claire McInerny reports on how pre-k affects that.  
1/3/2018 Morning Edition 6am -10am :42 
Today is the first day of the second semester for many in the Austin Independent School District. KUT’s Claire 
McInerny reports on why almost a third of schools in the district are taking one more day of winter break. 
1/4/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :57 
The Austin Independent School District will provide mental health services in some schools. Last month, the 
board chose a local clinic to provide these services. 
1/8/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :54 
The number of Texans taking and passing the GED exam, in order to get the equivalent of a high school diploma, 
is continuing to fall. That’s the finding of a new study by the Center for Public Policy Priorities.  
3/5/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :30 
After a school shooting in Florida two weeks ago, Governor Greg Abbott asked the head of the Texas Education 
Agency to look at school safety in Texas.  KUT’s Claire McInerny reports on how Austin’s school district is 
meeting the goals outlined by the Governor. 
3/26/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :41 
The Austin school board votes tonight on whether to renovate Norman Elementary as part of a potential 
consolidation plan with Sims Elementary school.  

 
Housing and development (local) 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/3/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:07 
After months of delays, the third draft of CodeNEXT is set to be released next month. The overhaul of the city’s 
land development code will determine what can be built in the city and where it can go. As KUT’s Syeda Hasan 
reports, with the holidays behind us...talk of CodeNEXT is beginning to pick back up at city hall.  
1/8/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :51 

https://austintexas.gov/blog/updated-timeline-draft-3-be-released-feb-12
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Across the country, cities including Austin are in the process of studying their fair housing policies – and whether 
they contribute to housing segregation. The effort was mandated by the federal government under President 
Obama. But new action taken by the Trump administration could delay the process.  
1/17/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:08 
Austin is dealing with a housing affordability crunch. Costs continue to rise, and there’s little agreement on how 
to make homes and apartments more affordable. As KUT’s Syeda Hasan reports, a group of local organizations 
wants to take a new approach to address the problem.  
1/18/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :50 
The city of Austin has placed public toilets in different downtown locations to determine a permanent site for 
the facilities, which the city hopes will reduce bacteria in downtown streams and benefit families, homeless 
individuals and night crowds.   
2/12/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :40 
The newest draft of Austin’s land development code is set to be released this evening. KUT’s Syeda Hasan has 
the latest on CodeNEXT.  
3/7/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:30 
The number of demolitions in Austin is rising. Every year, more older structures are being torn down to make 
room for new development. The city is considering changing the way it issues demolition permits. But first – 
officials want to hear from residents about how to improve that process. 
3/9/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:24 
The Austin City Council wants to help families who have been displaced by gentrification come back to the city.  
3/22/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :48 
The Austin City Council did not take action today on an agenda item that could have brought along the next 
steps toward a Major League Soccer team in town. Precourt Sports Ventures has proposed moving its team from 
Columbus to Austin. Last week, the team claimed it would provide more than 300 million dollars in direct value 
to the city over 25 years. But as KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, one economist says ‘not so.’  
3/27/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :37 
The city of Austin will face off with the builder of the Waller Creek Tunnel in court. The city and the firm SJ Louis 
are suing each other over what city lawyers call poor construction on the 160 million dollar downtown flood 
mitigation project. As KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, in the first court hearing Monday, the city got some good 
news from the judge. 

 
Business/labor 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/3/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :51 
A national labor union is suing Texas-based telecom giant AT&T. This comes after the company announced 
hundreds of layoffs across the southwest - fifty of which are in Austin and Bastrop.   
2/9/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :48 
Austin tech salaries got a big boost in last year. And as KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, when you compare the city to 
other tech hubs, workers here have the highest standard of living.  
2/15/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm 1:07 
The Austin City Council is considering a paid sick leave ordinance today that would require either all or some 
private businesses to offer workers paid time off. As KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy reports, that’s one of the things 
they’re trying to work out. 
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Crime/police/public safety 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/5/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :25 
The office that handles citizen complaints against Austin police officers was created by the labor agreement 
between the city and the police union. That labor agreement has now expired. But Austin’s interim city manager 
decided to keep the Office of the Police Monitor open anyway. KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy explains how you file a 
complaint against an officer.  
1/8/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :43 
Former Austin Police Detective Charles Kleinert won’t face criminal prosecution for the shooting death of an 
unarmed man in 2013. KUT’s Trey Shaar reports on a legal process that made it to the nation’s highest court.  
1/11/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:39 
EMS Out of Contract: You may have heard the Austin Police Department is working without a contract with the 
city. After months of negotiations, a new contract was rejected by Austin City Council last month, sending the 
process back to the negotiating table. The whole thing has drawn a lot of attention from the community since 
talks began last Spring. But all that attention has upstaged the loss of another public safety contract.  
1/17/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :42 
Burglars stole more than 78-hundred guns from federally licensed gun dealers last year, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The ATF says that's the highest number ever. Texas 
Standard investigative reporter Alain Stephens reported on an increase in gun store burglaries in the Houston-
area immediately after Hurricane Harvey, but he says this goes beyond that. 
1/25/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :41 
Ex-USA Gymnastics Doctor Larry Nassar, who was sentenced to prison this week for sexually assaulting athletes, 
practiced in Texas. But as Allison Lee reports, he was not licensed to practice by the Texas Medical Board.  
1/26/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :47 
Attorneys have filed a first-of-its-kind lawsuit under a Texas law intended to address human trafficking. As Gail 
Delaughter reports, the suit names several hotels and truck stops, along with a website 
2/7/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :39 
Governor Greg Abbott has announced a new initiative aimed at fighting human trafficking and sexual 
misconduct.  
2/21/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 5:10 
Three of the deadliest mass shootings in modern U.S. history have happened in the last five months. The most 
recent one was on this day last week, when a gunman opened fire at a high school in Parkland, Florida. 17 
people were killed. It’s easy to feel helpless in a situation like this, but one University of Texas student says there 
is something we can do. And she’s making it her mission to train everyone on campus.  
3/2/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:06 
The website that warns central Texans of flooding on local roads is getting an overhaul this month. As KUT’s 
Mose Buchele reports, these changes will allow you to get more details about flooding when it happens near 
you.  
3/14/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :45 
Austin police are offering a $50 thousand dollar reward for information leading to an arrest, after a series of 
package explosions left two people dead over the past several days.  
3/16/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 3:34 
In the days following a series of bombings across the city, Austin residents are still searching for answers. Two 
people have died, and two others have been seriously wounded in the attacks.  
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3/20/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :56 
The latest bomb after a string of them in Austin has exploded early today at a FedEx distribution center north of 
San Antonio. Authorities say they believe the explosive package was shipped from Sunset Valley and intended 
for an address in Austin.  
3/23/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:26 
For over a year Brian Manley has been serving as Austin’s interim police chief. Now, voices are growing louder to 
make that role permanent. So loud, in fact, that Austin’s city manager has said he expects to update people 
about the chief’s job in the near future. But not everyone thinks now is the right time.  

 
Transportation 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/9/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :45 
The intersection of Trinity and East 7th in Downtown Austin is statistically the most dangerous place be a 
pedestrian in the State of Texas. KUT’s Joseph Leahy tells us about a traffic study by San Antonio’s Hill Law Firm. 
1/15/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :47 
The Texas Department of Transportation has been pre-treating roads, bridges and major highways since 
yesterday. And TxDOT Austin District Public Information Officer Chris Bishop says everyone can do their parts to 
avoid problems on the roads. 
1/24/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :51 
The construction of more flyovers to criss-cross I-35 are on the way. As KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, by the early 
part of the next decade, North Austin drivers will have the option of “flying north.”  
2/5/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :49 
Austin’s public transit agency says people will start seeing significant changes to bus routes as early as mid-
March.  
2/13/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :53 
Austin Mayor Steve Adler is taking on a new role. As KUT’s Trey Shaar reports, Adler has been elected Vice Chair 
of the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization.  

 
Immigration 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/10/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :50 
DACA recipients in Central Texas and across the country are watching the negotiations in Washington that are 
likely to affect their lives directly. KUT’s Trey Shaar talked with one Austin resident who has learned to be 
realistic about her expectations. 
1/12/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :34 
During the budget process last fall, Austin city council members approved funds for legal services for 
immigrants.  Now the city is looking for a non-profit to provide those services. 
3/21/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :41 
Authorities are telling the public to report anything that seems suspicious or out of place, but some 
undocumented residents may be reluctant to do that. KUT’s DaLyah Jones tells us about a local organization 
that’s trying to help.  

 
Minority issues 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 
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2/14/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:40 
Hispanic families in Central Texas don’t have the same opportunities to find healthcare, employment and early 
childhood education. That’s according to a new report out this month from the Austin Community Foundation.  
3/8/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :45 
The National Park Service awarded the City of Austin’s Historic Preservation Office a grant to fund 
underrepresented historic preservation. KUT’s DaLyah Jones has more about Austin’s plan to fuel a preservation 
initiative in East Austin.  
3/28/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 6:15 

The investigation continues into this month’s bombings that killed two people and injured four in Austin. I talked 
recently with Austin Mayor Steve Adler about concerns that communities of color were treated unfairly in the 
opening days of the case – and concerns that treatment exemplifies a persistent pattern in Austin. The Mayor 
starts his answer by referring to a 1928 Master Plan for Austin that solidified segregation in the city by race.  
3/29/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am 7:29 

For many residents of color in Austin, the recent series of bombings across the city have amplified racial tensions 
and a fear of racist attacks. Investigators say a recorded confession left by the bomber did not identify race as 
his motive. But as KUT’s Syeda Hasan reports, the attacks have left many communities of color feeling targeted. 
3/30/2018 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :46 
Transgender youths who are allowed to use their chosen name at work, school and at home experience a 
decrease in depression and suicide, according to research at the University of Texas.  

 
Science and technology 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

3/12/2018 Morning Edition 6am-10am :43 
Man-made rockets could be going to Mars as soon as next year. As KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, SpaceX and Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk told an audience at South By Southwest that work is already underway.  

 

https://www.austincf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Hispanic%20Impact%20Fund/2017%20HIF%20Report%20-%20FINAL%20%282%29.pdf
https://www.austincf.org/AboutUs/AboutUs.aspx

