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October 1, 2018 

 
Broadcast Station General Managers 
California TV Stations 
 

Re: Follow-Up re False and Misleading Yes on Proposition 10 TV 
Spot Entitled: “Empower Your Local Community” 
 

Dear Station General Manager: 

We wrote to you on Friday, September 28, 2018, on behalf of 
No on Prop 10; Californians for Responsible Housing, A Coalition of 
Veterans, Seniors, Housing Providers, Social Justice Groups, Taxpayer 
Associations, and Labor, to ask that you reject a false and misleading spot by 
the committee supporting Proposition 10 entitled “Empower Your 
Community.” That spot makes the claim that Proposition 10, if enacted, will 
have “No Effect on Homeowners.” That claim is false. 

We are now in receipt of the Yes on 10 committee’s defense of 
that spot, submitted by the Strumwasser and Woocher firm earlier today. 
That response does nothing to mitigate the falseness of the ad. 

The Yes on 10 committee’s “defense” is two-fold. First, it claims 
that the ad “points out that the millions of Californians who own and occupy 
their own dwellings will not be in any way affected by a law relating to rent 
control, as these individuals neither pay rent nor receive rental payments.” 
That this is the Yes campaign’s lead argument underscores the falseness of 
the ad.  

Proposition 10, if passed, will repeal the state law exemption 
from rent control that applies to single family homes, which has existed 
since 1995. (Civ. Code § 1954.52(a)(3)(A).) This repeal in-and-of-itself 
“affects” homeowners by depriving them of existing legal protections. 

Yes on 10 does not dispute that the measure would allow the 
imposition of rent control on single-family homes, or that many people who 
own homes will be affected by rent control. Nor could it. And the fact that 
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some homeowners will not be affected cannot remotely justify the sweeping 
statement in the ad—that Proposition 10 “will have no effect on 
homeowners.” The text of the ad makes no distinction between 
homeowners who live in their homes and those who rent out single-family 
residences that would be subject to rent control if Proposition 10 passes. 

Yes on 10 also claims that any effect on homeowners is 
speculative, depending on future action by local governments. However, as 
detailed in our letter of September 28, there are a number of jurisdictions in 
which the repeal of Costa-Hawkins will automatically subject single-family 
homes to rent control, whereas under the present state of the law they are 
exempt. Yes on 10 makes no effort to show otherwise, and while it is true 
that future action by local governments may amplify that impact in 
additional jurisdictions, it most certainly is not the case that Proposition 10 
will “have no effect on homeowners,” regardless of whether additional 
jurisdictions adopt rent control. 

The ad in question makes a sweeping, categorical statement 
that is untrue. The Yes on 10 campaign’s response is to parse the breadth of 
the impact, but the fundamental fact—that homeowners will be affected by 
the measure—in undeniable. 

In the interest of avoiding the dissemination of demonstrably, 
factually false and misleading copy to the voters, we again respectfully 
request that you cease airing this advertisement on your station until the 
sponsors correct their spot to eliminate the false and misleading statements. 

*  *  *  *  * 

      Sincerely, 

       
      Christopher E. Skinnell 


