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Section I: Issues 

 

The station has identified the following issues as significant to the community from  

May 1 through May 31 2014: 

 

A. Arts 

B. Culture 

C. Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

D. Health / Health Care 

E. Media 

 

Section II: Responsive Programs 

 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues. 

Programming dealing with each set issue is described below. 

 

 

A. Arts 

Craft in America 503: Industry 

Broadcast on May 2 at 10pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

“Industry” explores the business of the handmade, going into workshops where artists are 

crafting the future and making contributions to the local and national economies. The program 

highlights the important connection between the consumer and the maker and explores the value 

of exquisitely crafted handmade objects in today’s creative economy. 

 

Remembering the Sirens 

Broadcast on May 3 at 9pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

Remembering the Sirens celebrates the musical legacy of one of the most significant “territory” 

dance bands in American musical history. From 1918 through 1928, the Scranton Sirens 

gathered huge crowds at dance emporiums all over the United States. The band introduced future 

Big Band-era innovators Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey to audiences. Narrated by singer Leon 

Redbone, this documentary features archival performances, an interview with the last surviving 

member of the Scranton Sirens, and renditions of the band’s recordings. 

 

Becoming an Artist 

Broadcast on May 16 at 10:30pm Duration: 30 minutes 

This program follows young artists from diverse backgrounds and distant regions as they apply 

to the Young Arts program, come together to share their work, create new pieces, and consider 

what a life in the arts might entail. This program serves as a companion piece to "Jazz and the 

Philharmonic" by providing background and context for the careers of many of the concert's 

performers, whose talents Young Arts recognized and nurtured early on. 

 

 

B. Culture 

Pennsylvania Ballet at 50 

Broadcast on May 2 at 9pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

This special showcases one of Philadelphia’s cultural treasures, the Pennsylvania Ballet, and 

honors the company’s golden anniversary. Featured performances include the pas de deux from 

After the Rain, Under the Sun pas de deux, and “Diamonds” from the performance Jewels.  
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Independent Lens 1520: God Loves Uganda 

Broadcast on May 19 at 10pm Duration: 90 minutes 

Journey to the heart of East Africa, where Ugandan pastors and their American counterparts 

spread God’s word and evangelical values to millions desperate for a better life. Inspired by his 

own African-American Baptist roots, director Roger Ross Williams explores a place where 

religion and African culture intersect. 

 

The Grateful Dead: Dead Ahead 

Broadcast on May 31 at 11pm Duration: 120 minutes 

The luminous performances on Dead Ahead, filmed on October 30
th

 and 31
st
 of 1980, captured 

the Grateful Dead at a moment of transformation when the band reviewed their history through a 

marathon of shows on this tour. Recorded in Radio City Music Hall, the performances marked a 

long musical odyssey that started in San Francisco during the Summer of Love. Featured songs 

include the then newly written “Lost Sailor” to coffeehouse jug-band tunes like “Monkey and the 

Engineer”. 

 

 

C. Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Nature 3111: Leave it to Beavers 

Broadcast on May 14 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

A growing number of scientists, conservationists and grass-roots environmentalists have come to 

regard beavers as overlooked tools when it comes to reversing the disastrous effects of global 

warming and worldwide water shortages. Once valued for their fur or hunted as pests, these 

industrious rodents are seen in a new light through the eyes of this novel assembly of beaver 

enthusiasts and “employers” who reveal the ways in which the presence of beavers can transform 

and revive landscapes. Using their skills as natural builders and brilliant hydro-engineers, 

beavers are being recruited to accomplish everything from finding water in a bone-dry desert to 

recharging water tables and coaxing life back into damaged lands. 

 

Nature 3112: The Gathering Swarms 

Broadcast on May 21 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

This program looks at some of the most extraordinary swarms on the planet, including a view 

from inside a locust swarm, mayflies along the Mississippi, 17-year cicadas, and brine fly 

hatches over Lake Victoria. Superswarms of finch-like quelea in Africa merit attempts at control 

through assaults on their roosts, while aggressive swarms of silver carp in North American seem 

able to overcome any kind of restraint. Dangerous swarms of killer bees, however, can be 

controlled to the point that they can be worn as a human bee suit. But beyond the power of sheer 

numbers, increasingly complex and organized swarms eventually give rise to swarm intelligence 

that allows complex decisions to be made. 

 

Nature 2603: American Eagle 

Broadcast on May 28 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

Unique to North America, the bald eagle is the continent's most recognizable aerial predator, 

with a shocking white head, electric yellow beak and penetrating eyes. In the 1960s, this symbol 

of the United States became an emblem of environmental degradation, as the pesticide DDT and 

other human pressures brought it to the brink of extinction. Following their protection as an 

endangered species, bald eagles have come roaring back. Photographed by three-time Emmy-

winning cinematographer Neil Rettig, this first-ever HD hour on bald eagles focuses on the 

drama of the nest. Even in the best of times, it's a surprisingly tough struggle to maintain a one-

ton home and raise chicks until they can hunt on their own. This is an intimate portrait of these 

majestic raptors' lives in the wild. 
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D. Health / Health Care 

Frontline 3114: Hunting the Nightmare Bacteria 

Broadcast on May 6 at 10pm Duration: 60 minutes 

“Nightmare bacteria.” That’s how the CDC describes a frightening new threat spreading quickly 

in hospitals, communities and across the globe. FRONTLINE reporter David Hoffman 

investigates the alarming rise of untreatable infections: from a young girl thrust onto life support 

in an Arizona hospital, to a young American infected in India who comes home to Seattle, and an 

uncontrollable outbreak at the nation’s most prestigious hospital, where 18 patients were 

mysteriously infected and six died, despite frantic efforts to contain the killer bacteria. Fueled by 

decades of antibiotic overuse, the crisis has deepened as major drug companies, squeezed by 

Wall Street expectations, have abandoned the development of new antibiotics. Without swift 

action, the miracle age of antibiotics could be coming to an end. 

 

Coming Back with Wes Moore 102 

Broadcast on May 20 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

In episode two, host Wes Moore reflects on the idea of fitting in when you and the home you are 

returning to is fundamentally changed by war. Wes follows up with Andy Clark as he prepares to 

return to Afghanistan as a military contractor and Brad Farnsley as he struggles to accept his 

situation at the Warrior Transition Unit. He also meets Bobby Henline, whose body was more 

than 40 percent burned when his Humvee was hit by an IED and has since found himself on 

stage as a stand-up comedian. But he still struggles with PTSD, which is making it difficult to 

cope with his tumultuous family life and straining his relationship with his wife. Taylor Urruela 

lost his right leg to an IED two days before he was set to leave and now has a prosthetic limb.  

 

Joy Bauer’s Food Remedies 

Broadcast on May 31 at 11am Duration: 90 minutes 

For many people, knowing what to eat, when to eat, and how much to eat is a puzzle they've lost 

all hope of ever solving. Anyone who has ever tried to make a commitment to healthy eating 

knows the obstacles: The dizzying number of choices in grocery stores and restaurants; the 

crazy, on-the-go schedules of every member of the family; the relentless hype and marketing 

surrounding fatty and sugary snack foods; and the powerful appetites fueled by habits, traditions, 

and humongous portion sizes. JOY BAUER'S FOOD REMEDIES! is a special exploring and 

explaining these serious health issues in a fun and friendly format - all with a step-by-step action 

plan. 

 

 

E. Media 

Independent Lens 1518: A Fragile Trust – Plagiarism, Power and Jayson Blair at the NYT 

Broadcast on May 5 at 10pm Duration: 90 minutes 

This film tells the shocking story of Jayson Blair, a promising young African-American reporter 

for The New York Times, caught plagiarizing the work of other reporters and supplementing his 

own reporting with fabricated details. The ensuing media frenzy left a major blemish on the long 

history of the Times. The fact that Blair is African American was emphasized repeatedly as 

accounts of the “Blair Affair” served up sordid details in a tale of deception, drug abuse, racism, 

mental illness, hierarchy, white guilt and power struggles. Accusations of favoritism, lowered 

standards for minorities and racism in the newsroom were hotly debated by pundits, while 

minority journalists said they felt as if their work was suddenly under the microscope because of 

Blair’s flagrant lies. 
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Pioneers of Television 404 

Broadcast on May 6 at 8pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

This episode peeks behind the curtain to reveal the backstage techniques of America’s favorite 

comedic actors. The program features the manic improvisational style of Robin Williams, along 

with his comic predecessor Jonathan Winters. They’re a fascinating contrast to Tina Fey, who 

explains her measured, highly prepared approach. The episode also highlights the all-time #1 

Emmy winner for comedy acting: ClorisLeachman. 

 

American Masters 2702: Plimpton! Starring George Plimpton as Himself 

Broadcast on May 16 at 9pm  Duration: 90 minutes 

Journey through the tall-tale life of participatory journalist George Plimpton: The Paris Review 

co-founder, amateur sportsman and actor. The film shares his experiences using Plimpton’s own 

narration, interviews and previously unseen material. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


