
KTSW COMMUNITY ISSUES 1/01/2020 – 3/31/2020 (Placed in file 6/29/2020) 
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by KTSW-FM 89.9, San Marcos, 
Texas, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
January 1, 2020 and March 31, 2020.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which they 
appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 
 

 
Public Service Campaigns  1/01-3/31  Varies  50.7 hours 
 
KTSW-FM 89.9 airs multiple public service announcements covering many topics at various times 
throughout the day, totaling approximately 3.9 hours per week for 13 weeks, 50.7 hours for this quarter.   
 
Categories & topics include: 
 
Texas State Student Services: Writing Center, Student Rec Center, Bobcat Bobbies, Student Learning 
Assistance Center (SLAC), Academic Advising 
Health/Safety: STD Awareness, COVID-19 Awareness, Eating Disorders 
Technology: Phishing Awareness 
Lifestyle/Behaviors: Fighting Procrastination 
 
Big Picture Science  January 8  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Skeptic Check: Heal Thyself 
 
Do we still need doctors?  There are umpteen alternative sources of medical advice, including endless 
and heartfelt health tips from people without medical degrees. Frankly, self-diagnosis with a health app 
is easier and cheaper than a trip to a clinic. Since we’re urged to be our own health advocate and seek 
second opinions, why not ask Alexa or consult with a celebrity about what ails us?  
Find out if you can trust these alternative medical advice platforms. Plus, lessons from an AIDS fighter 
about ignoring the findings of medical science. And, if AI can diagnose better than an MD, will we stop 
listening to doctors altogether? It’s our monthly look at critical thinking … but don’t take our word for it! 
 
Alternative Radio  January 9  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: The Power of Social Movements 
 
One of the techniques of ruling class control is to isolate people from one another. “Look out for 
yourself,” is the constant drumbeat. We are reduced to self-centered consumers not engaged citizens. 
Saul Alinsky suggests a different path. In his Rules for Radicals he said, “Change comes from power, and 
power comes from organization. In order to act, people must get together.” And that is happening. 
Popular movements such as Black Lives Matter, #MeToo, Extinction Rebellion and Sunrise are shaking 
up the establishment. Finding kindred spirits and working collectively with allies not only has broader 
positive political consequences but helps to overcome negativity and feelings of loneliness and despair. 
You look in the mirror and you feel good about yourself. History has shown social movements can have 
a huge societal impact. 
 
 
 
 
 



Counterspin   January 10  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Sharon Lerner on Plastic Recycling 
 
This week on CounterSpin: In case you missed it: November 15 was America Recycles Day, in which, 
Newsweek explained, “thousands of communities participate by promoting environmental citizenship 
and taking action to increase and improve recycling.”  If your skepticism were piqued by the day’s 
enthusiastic promotion by Trump EPA administrator Andrew Wheeler and Trump himself, perhaps you’d 
be assuaged by the fact that the group behind America Recycles Day is the veteran nonprofit Keep 
America Beautiful. Until you realize, that is, that that group is backed by beverage and packaging 
companies like Coca-Cola, Nestlé and Altria (formerly Phillip Morris), all eager to persuade the public 
that recycling is an adequate response to the devastating environmental impact of plastic waste, of 
which they are fixing to create a great deal more. Plastics producers like Coke and Nestlé are huge 
media sponsors, and no-holds-barred reporting about their behind-the-scenes efforts isn’t exactly thick 
on the ground, but it needs to be. We talk this week to one reporter keeping an eye on these things: 
Sharon Lerner, health and environment reporter at the Intercept and a reporting fellow at Type 
Investigations—about plastic recycling, and what it does and doesn’t have to do with you. 
  
Conversations on Healthcare January 10  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
 
Guest/Topic: Rolling Health Care to Where It's Needed Most: Harvard's Dr. Nancy Oriol on her Family 
Van Mobile Health Clinic 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Harvard Medical School’s Dr. Nancy 
Oriol, founder of the Family Van, a mobile health clinic on wheels that brings prevention and primary 
care interventions right into the neighborhoods who need it most. She talks about building a health care 
network based on trust, saving costs and improving outcomes, and how it’s gaining in popularity in a 
more user-friendly, prevention-focused health care system. 
             
Grab-Bag Program  January 11  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Intelligence Squared: Ten Years After The Global Financial Crisis: Is The System Safer? 
 
More than 10 years ago, Lehman Brothers collapsed, and the world witnessed one of the worst financial 
crises in global history. In the United States, the stock market plummeted, unemployment soared, and 
the economy was thrown into a recession. And many other countries faced a similar fate. Has the world 
learned its lesson? Some argue that the international framework for handling and responding to a future 
crisis is lacking. Beyond that, they argue, there is reduced market-making activity, less scope for reduced 
interest rates, and increased government spending and borrowing. But others are more optimistic, 
arguing that the past decade was one of recovery and reform, with governments passing regulations to 
deal with failing institutions and creating oversight infrastructure that shored up the banks. And, they 
say, there are fewer sketchy loans on the books. Is the global financial system more resilient? Or are we 
ill-prepared for next time? 
 
Big Picture Science  January 22  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Perpetual Emotion Machine 
 
Get ready for compassionate computers that feel your pain, share your joy, and generally get where 
you’re coming from.  Computers that can tell by your voice whether you’re pumped up or feeling down, 



or sense changes in heart rate, skin, or muscle tension to determine your mood.  Empathetic electronics 
that you can relate to. 
But wait a minute – we don’t always relate to other humans.  Our behavior can be impulsive and even 
self-sabotaging – our emotions are often conflicted and irrational. We cry when we’re happy.  Frown 
when we’re pensive.  A suite of factors, much of them out of our control, govern how we behave, from 
genes to hormones to childhood experience. One study says that all it takes for a defendant to receive a 
harsher sentence is a reduction in the presiding judge’s blood sugar. So grab a cookie, and find out how 
the heck we can build computers that understand us anyway.  
 
Alternative Radio  January 23  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Threats to Peace & the Planet 
 
Why are so many people all over the world out in the streets demanding change? What are the root 
causes of revolt? What about U.S. Syria policy and the betrayal of the Kurds? And BDS and Palestine? 
How do we overcome sectarian differences? Why are Americans so afraid? Eco-disaster and nuclear war 
threaten human existence. The former garners some attention because of the surge in youth-led 
activism but the latter is out of sight even though the dangers are escalating. The U.S. pulling out of the 
INF ballistic missile treaty and new Pentagon hypersonic weapons increase the possibility of 
catastrophe. What about impeachment and the 2020 election? These are just some of the topics Noam 
Chomsky talks about in this exclusive two-part program. 
 
Counterspin   January 24  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Gregory Shupak on Iran Assassination, Brett Hartl on Biodiversity Loss  
 
Having assassinated a top Iranian official, the Trump White House blocked Iran’s Foreign minister from 
coming to the UN to talk about it; and sent Defense Secretary Mark Esper out with the playground-ready 
position that the US isn’t looking “to start a war with Iran, but we are prepared to finish one,” while 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, fresh off lying that Trump hadn’t threatened Iranian cultural sites, 
huffed that “there’s been much made about this question of intelligence and imminence” when 
reporters dared to broach the matter of legal justification. The overt saber-rattling may be slowing now, 
but is that any thanks to media? Does it even mean an end to violence? We’ll talk about coverage of the 
Iran crisis with Gregory Shupak; he teaches media studies at the University of Guelph-Humber in 
Toronto, and is author of The Wrong Story: Palestine, Israel and the Media, from OR Books. 
  
Conversations on Healthcare January 24  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Addressing Upstream Causes of Poor Health: UCSF's Dr. Kirsten Bibbins-Domingo on 
Embedding Social Determinants Into Healthcare 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Kirsten Bibbins-Domingo, Chair of 
the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the University of California at San Francisco, who 
recently chaired a committee at the National Academy of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine on the 
social determinants of health. She discusses their report on ways to incorporate social care into health 
care, shifting the American health system towards better management of upstream causes of poor 
health. 
             
 
 
 



Grab-Bag Program  January 25  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Another View History Lesson - The Civil War 
 
It's the war that literally divided our country and 150 years later its impact lingers and not always in a 
positive way. There is much debate about how we memorialize the Civil War and the Confederacy - 
should we change the name of public buildings named after Civil War heroes? What about confederate 
statues, should they stay or go? And will we ever solve the race issue in this country? These are weighty 
topics that we discuss with Christy Coleman, CEO of the American Civil War Museum. 
 
Philosophy Talk   February 24  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: The Internet of Things 
 
Smart TVs, refrigerators, cars, and houses—the internet of things refers to the networking of all the 
devices in our lives, as they gather data and interact with one another, apparently to make our lives 
easier. Futurists predict this internet of things will extend to our bodies, with devices that will be able to 
see what we see, accessing almost every aspect of our lives. If futurists are right about this augmented 
connectivity between us and all our devices, how will it affect the way we live? If government agencies 
or hackers can potentially access the data our devices gather, what will become of privacy? Josh and Ken 
get smart with renowned computer scientist Carl Hewitt. 
 
Alternative Radio  February 20  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Native American Eco-Justice 
 
Eduardo Galeano in his masterwork, The Open Veins of Latin America wrote that 500 years ago 
European settler colonialists came to this hemisphere and “sank their teeth” into the throats of Indian 
civilizations. You know the story. Genocide. Land was stolen. Broken promises and broken treaties. 
Survivors exiled to inhospitable reservations. In recent years indigenous people are organizing and 
asserting their rights. Standing Rock in North Dakota was a key moment where some 200 nations came 
together to resist the Keystone XL pipeline. New terms entered the lexicon of resistance such as water 
protectors and stewards of the land. Keystone and other struggles continue as does corporate 
capitalism’s monomaniacal drive for profits regardless of the cost to Mother Nature and indigenous 
peoples.  Chief Seattle once said, “The Earth does not belong to us; we belong to the Earth.” 
 
Counterspin   February 21  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Karl Grossman on the Weaponization of Space 
  
This week on CounterSpin: Announcing plans for a new branch of the US military in 2018, Vice President 
Mike Pence said: “It’s not enough to merely have an American presence in space, we must have 
American dominance in space. And so we will.” If that’s not worrisome enough, the first commander of 
the now-a-real-thing Space Force is Gen. John Raymond, who explains that 
the Space Force’s measures of success will be that our adversaries are deterred, and that our joint and 
coalition partners always have the space capabilities that our modern way of war and our modern way 
of life depend on. 
OK, but are media serving to check what sounds like a resource-burning, nightmare scenario of 
extraterrestrial warmaking, brought to you by the folks who want to bring back landmines? The 
Washington Post, for one, told readers that while some mock, Donald Trump “instinctively understands 
the magic of space, as both a political tool and a national motivator.” So, maybe not. 



We’ll talk about the dangers of the weaponization of space, combined with a press corps that can’t get 
past giggling about it, with Karl Grossman. A longtime FAIR associate, Karl Grossman is a journalism 
professor at the State University of New York/College at Old Westbury, and author of, among other 
titles, Weapons in Space and The Wrong Stuff: The Space Program’s Nuclear Threat to Our Planet. 
  
Conversations on Healthcare February 21  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topic: Pulitzer Prize Winners Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn Chronicle America’s ‘Deaths 
of Despair’ in Their Latest Book “Tightrope” 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome Pulitzer Prize winners, New York Times 
columnist Nicholas Kristof and journalist and consultant Sheryl WuDunn. The prolific husband-and-wife 
writing team discuss their latest book about a humanitarian crisis happening right here in America. In 
“Tightrope: Americans Reaching for Hope”, they explore the decline in life expectancy and the rise of 
‘deaths of despair’ in the US. They also examine solutions to address this growing public health crisis. 
             
Philosophy Talk   March 2  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Reading the Troubled Past 
 
Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe lambasted Joseph Conrad’s novel Heart of Darkness as a deeply racist 
work that should be removed from the Western canon. Defenders of Conrad say the novel is simply an 
expression of its time and not an endorsement of the racist attitudes it represents. So how do we judge 
the moral legitimacy of older works of literature and philosophy? Should we shun writers for holding 
racist or sexist views? Or is it important to read—and censure—them? Is it fair to judge authors of the 
past by today’s politically conscious standards? Josh and Ken have no trouble reading with Julie Napolin 
from The New School, author of The Fact of Resonance: Modernist Acoustics and Narrative Form 
(forthcoming). 
 
Big Picture Science  February 26  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Climate Changed 
Have you adapted to the changing climate? Rising waters, more destructive wildfires, record-breaking 
heatwaves. Scientists have long predicted these events, but reporting on climate change has moved 
from prediction to description. There’s no time for dwelling on “we should haves.” Communities and 
organizations are being forced to adapt. Find out what that means, the role of the new “resilience 
officers,” and the unique response of Native American cultures. Plus, is the coronavirus outbreak made 
worse by climate change?  
 
Counterspin   February 28  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Jim Naureckas on Democratic Primaries, Nina Luo on Decriminalizing Sex Work 
 
This week on CounterSpin: Remember when Les Moonves declared that Donald Trump’s candidacy 
“may not be good for America, but it’s damn good for CBS“? That wasn’t a faux pas; it was an operating 
principle. And we can’t be shocked that it’s carrying through to coverage of the Democratic primary 
process, which has foregrounded far more “radical” ideas—and public receptivity to them—than 
corporate elites are comfortable with. We’ll take a look at election coverage with Jim Naureckas, editor 
of FAIR.org and FAIR’s newsletter Extra! 
  
 
 



Conversations on Healthcare February 28  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Addressing Toxic Childhood Stress with California’s First Surgeon General, Dr. Nadine 
Burke Harris 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome Pulitzer Prize winners, New York Times 
columnist Nicholas Kristof and journalist and consultant Sheryl WuDunn. The prolific husband-and-wife 
writing team discuss their latest book about a humanitarian crisis happening right here in America. In 
“Tightrope: Americans Reaching for Hope”, they explore the decline in life expectancy and the rise of 
‘deaths of despair’ in the US. They also examine solutions to address this growing public health crisis. 
 
Big Picture Science  March 11  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: DecodeHer 
 
They were pioneers in their fields, yet their names are scarcely known – because they were women.  We 
examine the accomplishments of two women who pioneered code breaking and astronomy during the 
early years of the twentieth century and did so in the face of social opprobrium and a frequently hostile 
work environment. Henrietta Leavitt measured the brightnesses of thousands of stars and discovered a 
way to gauge the distances to galaxies, a development that soon led to the concept of the Big Bang. 
 
Alternative Radio  March 12  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: Monetizing Anger 
 
The current period could be dubbed The Age of Anger. To drive ratings up and along with them, ad 
revenue there’s nothing like rage. People go to their favorite media outlet as if it were comfort food. 
Where their views are validated and reinforced. And their anger finds a home. Argu-tainment is the 
order of the day and boy does it pay off. Corporate profits soar. Witness the comments of Leslie 
Moonves, former head of CBS, who cynically said, Donald Trump and his campaign “may not be good for 
America but it’s damn good for CBS. Man, who would have expected the ride we’re all having now? The 
money’s rolling in. I’ve never seen anything like this. Bring it on, Donald.” 
 
Counterspin   March 13  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Carol Anderson on Voter Suppression 
 
This week on CounterSpin: When Florida passed an amendment to return the right to vote to people 
who had served time for felony convictions, that was part of a history in this country of expanding the 
franchise, to ensure that those who are affected by government have a say in shaping it. When some 
Republicans then insisted that, before any of those ex-felons could exercise their right to vote, they had 
to pay off any and all “court fines, fees and restitution,” that too partook of a tradition — of switching 
up brutal for bureaucratic means to bar the inclusion of marginalized populations in the polity. 
A circuit court just denied that GOP effort in Florida, just as folks aren’t buying that Georgia Republicans 
want to cut Sunday voting over concerns about separating church and state; or that Republicans in 
Texas are really torn up over the integrity of identification, given they accept gun licenses but not 
college student IDs. Corporate media may report shenanigans when they occur; but when it comes to 
voter suppression, the pattern is the point—and maybe some recognition that the fight is less between 
parties than between democracy and its demonstrated opponents? We’ll speak with Carol Anderson, 
professor of African-American Studies at Emory University, and author of, among other titles, White 
Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide and One Person, No Vote: How Voter Suppression Is 
Destroying Our Democracy. 



Conversations on Healthcare March 13  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Pandemic Expert Dr. Sheri Fink on Reducing Harm From Coronavirus in US 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Sheri Fink, Pulitzer Prize winning 
New York Times Correspondent and one of the Executive Producers of “Pandemic: How to Avoid an 
Outbreak” on Netflix. She has covered numerous catastrophes, epidemcis and war zones, and shares her 
insights into public health interventions that reduce harm from pandemics, and how institutions and 
individuals must prepare to protect themselves. 
 
 


