
KTSW COMMUNITY ISSUES 7/01/2018 – 9/30/2018 (Placed in file 10/10/2018)

There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by KTSW-FM 89.9, San Marcos, 
Texas, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of July 1, 
2018 and September 30, 2018.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which they appear 
does not reflect any priority or significance.

Public Service Campaigns 7/01-9/30 Varies 45.5 hours

KTSW-FM 89.9 airs multiple public service announcements covering many topics at various times 
throughout the day, totaling approximately 3.5 hours per week.  

Categories & topics include:

Texas State Student Services: Counseling, Learning Assistance, Career Services, Honors College
Health & Wellness: Health Insurance, Student Health Center, Blood Drives
Safety: Summer Heat Pet Safety Awareness, Water Safety, Dehydration Avoidance, Drinking & Driving 
Prevention, Campus Safety
Community: Hays County Food Bank, Achieving Community Together, Voter Registration Drive, Iconic 
Village Fire Donations 
Environmental: Energy Conservation, Recycling

Philosophy Talk July 2 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic- Corporations and the Future of Democracy
 
 The US prides itself on the strength of its democratic institutions and considers itself a leader in the 
promotion of democratic values around the globe. But can we consistently maintain this self-image in 
the face of the growing power of corporations? Are capitalism and globalization subverting the interests 
of democracy at home and abroad? If so, does the problem stem from fundamental inconsistencies 
between global capitalism and national democracy? Can regulations provide a solution, and if so, who 
has the authority to create and enforce these regulations? John and Ken welcome former US Senator 
Russell Feingold, author of While America Sleeps: A Wake-up Call for the Post-9/11 Era.

Philosophy Talk July 9 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: John Dewey and the Ideal of Democracy
 
 John Dewey is regarded by some as the American philosopher. In the first half of the 20th century, he 
stood as the most prominent public intellectual whose influence reached into intellectual movements in 
China, Japan, and India. Although we hear less of Dewey nowadays, his pragmatic political philosophy 
has influenced the likes of Richard Rorty and other political thinkers. What were the basic ideas in his 
philosophy of democracy? Does America have a public sphere? If not, how might we recreate a public 
necessary for democracy? And does the rise of the internet and social media fit into Dewey’s ideal 
democracy? John and Ken idealize a conversation with Melvin Rogers from UCLA, author of The 
Undiscovered Dewey: Religion, Morality, and the Ethos of Democracy.



CounterSpin July 6 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guests/Topics: Nilay Patel on At&T/Time Warner Ruling, Sam Menefee-Libey on J20 Update
 
This week on CounterSpin: AT&T and Time Warner are two global corporate powerhouses who will 
soon be one global corporate powerhouse, after a ruling by a district court judge didn’t just pave the 
way for their megamerger, but virtually strewed their path with flowers. It’s true the government didn’t 
make much of a case, and that the judge doesn’t seem to understand how the internet works; but the 
deeper truth may be that we need to fundamentally rethink our antitrust approaches to a media/tech 
industry that is every day more influential. We’ll talk with technology journalist Nilay Patel of The 
Verge about that.

Conversations on Healthcare July 6 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Stanford Medicine Dean Lloyd Minor on Apple Heart Study, Biomedical Revolution, and 
Precision Health 

This week we revisit our conversation with Dr. Lloyd Minor, Dean of the Stanford School of Medicine, on 
his strategic plan for advancing 21st century biomedicine. He discusses the transformation underway in 
health care using data, artificial intelligence and telehealth protocols to support health industry 
transformation, and how all of this will impact medical education in the future.
                                   
Grab-Bag Show Program July 7 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Have Dating Apps Killed Romance?
 
Every day millions of people turn to dating apps to find love. To date, more than 49 million Americans 
have given digital dating a try and the companies facilitating these matches are raking in billions. But are 
dating apps really designed to promote long-lasting romance? Featured guests include Daniel Jones, Eric 
Klinenberg, Manoush Zomorodi, Helen Fisher, and Tom Jacques. 

Philosophy Talk July 16 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Lincoln as a Philosopher
 
More than any other President, Abraham Lincoln is known for his words, from the Lincoln-Douglass 
debates to the second inaugural address, as well as his deeds.  What was Lincoln's basic philosophy, and 
did it change over the course of his Presidency?  Ken and John welcome back Chicago Public Radio's 
Resident Philosopher, Al Gini, to celebrate the bicentennial of Lincoln, the man and his ideas.
 
Alternative Radio July 12 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Jeremy Scahill, Journalism: Truth or Propaganda
 
"An informed democracy will behave in a responsible fashion," said Jefferson. And what happens to 
democracy when one of the major pillars of information, journalism is under attack from the highest 
office in the land? We live in an era where the president openly singles out journalists by name and 
denounces them. And when he’s at a rally he incites his followers to hiss and boo the press. “Fake 
news,” he tweets. The media are “a stain on America.” Apparently, any journalist that does not express 
admiration and adoration for the president is not doing his or her job. Only Fox can be trusted. 
Journalism, at least in theory, has one essential job: to dig out and communicate the facts about what 
powerful individuals and institutions are doing. And to hold them accountable. No one is above criticism.
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CounterSpin July 13 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guests/Topics: Tracy Rosenberg on ICE's Corporate Collaborators,  Patty Lovera on the Undercovered 
Farm Bill
 
This week on CounterSpin: “As a company, Microsoft is dismayed by the forcible separation of children 
from their families at the border,” the global tech company declared in a statement. “Family unification 
has been a fundamental tenet of American policy and law since the end of World War II.”  The 
sameMicrosoft bragged a few months ago about ICE’s use of its Azure cloud computing services to 
“accelerate facial recognition and identification” of immigrants, though the post has since been altered 
to omit the phrase “we’re proud to support this work with our mission-critical cloud.”

Conversations on Healthcare July 13 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guest/Topic: HHS Data Chief Dr. Mona Siddiqui on Plans to Liberate Trove of Health Data

 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Mona Siddiqui, Chief Data Officer at 
the Department of Health and Human Services, who is overseeing a transformation in health 
information sharing between all agencies at HHS. She discusses the infrastructure changes required to 
facilitate data liquidity, and growing partnerships with outside entrepreneurs to expedite the process.
                    
Grab-Bag Show Program July 14 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Geektopia: Google's Innovations Culture
 
Even in hard times, the search engine giant Google continues to boom while GM and other giants 
continue to struggle.  Is this another dot-com fantasy or could this culture of innovations, informality 
and antic spirt be a harbinger of the next economy?  We take a tour of the googleplex in Mountain View, 
California, and sit down with Alfred Spector for an intriguing conversation about how to grow a culture 
of innovation.

Philosophy Talk July 23 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Living on Through Others
 
 Imagine that the world will end in thirty days. Would your life have meaning anymore? Would 
anyone’s? It seems that there would no longer be any point to making technological or medical 
advances, developing new forms of art, or even taking good care of ourselves. Imagining the doomsday 
scenario shows that there is something particularly disturbing about the prospect that not only we, but 
also everyone else, will die. Why is this? Would our lives be nearly as meaningful if others did not live on 
after our death? Could our “collective afterlife” through the lives of others actually be more important 
than the “personal afterlife” with which we are so often preoccupied? John and Ken live on through 
Samuel Scheffler from NYU, author of Death & the Afterlife. 
 
Alternative Radio July 19 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Tariq Ali, Connections: 1960 & 2018
 
Nineteen sixty-eight is often described as historic, a tumultuous year that changed the U.S. and the 
world. Recall the assassinations of Dr. King and Robert Kennedy, resistance to the wars in Indochina, the 
student strikes, the Tet offensive, the ghetto uprisings and the election of Richard Nixon. In France, the 
rebellion against the status quo was marked by the famous slogan: Be Realistic. Demand the Impossible! 
That was then. Today, the power structure pursues its agenda as it always has: enhancing its global 



hegemony and wealth accumulation. The whole history of the last five decades demonstrates that no 
section of the ruling class is opposed to the imposition of U.S. global domination There are merely 
tactical differences. Things are changing. China is on the rise. The U.S. remains preeminent militarily but 
its economic position is in decline.

CounterSpin July 20 7:00 a.m 30 minutes
Guests/Topics: Wayne Au on Gates' Education Failure, Mara Verheyden-Hilliard on Criminalizing 
Protest
 
This week on CounterSpin: A new report finds a big Bill Gates–backed education initiative is a bust. The 
findings, writes the Washington Post‘s Valerie Strauss, with some restraint, “revive questions about 
whether the country is well-served when America’s wealthiest citizens choose pet projects and fund 
them so generously that public institutions, policy and money follow—even if those projects are not 
grounded in sound research.” For most media, though, those questions need to be not so much 
“revived,” as engaged in the first place. We’ll talk about that with Wayne Au, editor at Rethinking 
Schools and professor at the University of Washington/Bothell.

Conversations on Healthcare July 20 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guest/Topic: HHS Data Chief Dr. Mona Siddiqui on Addressing the Challenges of Health Data 
Liberation

 This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Mona Siddiqui, Chief Data Officer at 
the Department of Health and Human Services, who is overseeing a transformation in health 
information sharing between all agencies at HHS. She discusses the infrastructure changes required to 
facilitate data liquidity, and growing partnerships with outside entrepreneurs to expedite the process.      
                 
 
Philosophy Talk July 30 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Spinoza
 
 Baruch Spinoza was a 17th century Dutch philosopher who laid the foundations for the Enlightenment. 
He made the controversial claim that there is only one substance in the universe, which led him to the 
pantheistic belief in an abstract, impersonal God. What effect did Spinoza have on Enlightenment 
thinkers? What are the philosophical – and religious – consequences of believing that there is only one 
substance in the universe? And why do scientists today still take him seriously? John and Ken welcome 
back Rebecca Goldstein, author of Betraying Spinoza: The Renegade Jew Who Gave Us Modernity.
 
Big Picture Science August 1 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: What Goes Around
 

ENCORE  It’s not just tin cans and newspapers.  One man says that, from a technical standpoint, 
everything can be recycled – cigarette butts, yoga mats, dirty diapers.  Even radioactive waste.  You 
name it, we can recycle it.  But we choose not to.  Find out why we don’t, and how we could do more. 

Plus, a solar-powered device that pulls water from the air – even desert air. 
And, something upon which life depends that seems dirt cheap, but can’t be replenished: soil.  What 
happens when we pave over this living resource? 
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 Alternative Radio July 26 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Abby Martinez, Corporate Media & U.S. Empire
 
Renowned Indian writer Arundhati Roy once assured an American audience that the United States might 
enjoy a collective sigh of relief when it finally gives up on being an empire. But empires die hard. In 
response to eroding economic predominance, military spending in the U.S. has skyrocketed. 
Simultaneously, as if in response to legal matters that encircle the U.S. president, we see a more and 
more bellicose foreign policy. The "winds of war" is a terrible term. As if war were as natural as the 
wind. In fact, wars are trumped up, sold, hook-line-and-sinker.

Counterspin July 27 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guests/Topics: Jacinta Gonzaga on Immigration Rights, Jocelyn Kennedy on Haiti Uprising
 
This week on CounterSpin: Americans, many of them anyway, have been filled with outrage—and 
anger, and sadness—at the fact that immigrants escaping violence and deprivation (some of it visited on 
them by US policy and practice) are being treated as criminals at the US border. Children being literally 
pulled from their parents’ arms and locked up in pens—and it’s all in aid of, what, exactly? The truth is 
US “policy” on immigration has long veiled, thinly, an abject cruelty and racism. And so while outrage at 
family separation at the Mexican border is a fine starting point for a movement for change, it cannot be 
its end. We’ll talk about bigger, positive visions on immigration with Jacinta Gonzalez, senior campaign 
organizer at Mijente, the national political hub for Latinx organizing

Conversations on Healthcare July 27 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes            
Topic/Guest: Coordidinated Care for High Use Patients: CareMore Health CEO Sachin Jachin on 
Improving Outcomes

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Sachin Jain, CEO of CareMore 
Health, a coordinated and integrated health care system focused on high-use Medicare and Medicaid 
patients. Dr. Jain discusses CareMore's team-based approach to chronic disease management deploying 
ride-sharing and meal delivery services, loneliness prevention and patient support across the care 
continuum.                                              
 
Philosophy Talk August 6 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Radical Markets: Solutions for a Gilded Age?
 
Many people think that growing inequality, the rise of populism and nativism, and the decay of 
democratic institutions all have the same cause—the overreach of markets. The solution, they believe, is 
to limit the market through regulation. But what if rather than shrinking the market, the answer lies in 
expanding the market? Is it possible that we haven't let markets go far enough? Do our current 
regulations lead to too many monopolies? And could turning more things into assets that are for sale to 
the highest bidder actually be the solution to our new gilded age? Debra and Ken buy and sell with Glen 
Weyl from Yale University, co-author of Radical Markets: Uprooting Capitalism and Democracy for a Just 
Society.
 
Big Picture Science- On Thin Ice August 1 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes

ENCORE  Water is essential for life – that we know.  But the honeycomb lattice that forms when you chill 
it to zero degrees Celsius is also inexorably intertwined with life.
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Ice is more than a repository for water that would otherwise raise sea levels.  It’s part of Earth’s cooling 
system … a barrier preventing decaying organic matter from releasing methane gas … and a vault 
entombing ancient bacteria and other microbes. 
From the Arctic to the Antarctic, global ice is disappearing.   Find out what’s at stake as atmospheric 
CO2 threatens frozen H2O. 
 
Alternative Radio August 2 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Vijay Prashad, Truth is the First Casualty of War
 
The adage that truth is the first casualty of war is ascribed to Aeschylus in ancient Greece and/or U.S. 
Senator Hiram Johnson in the 20th century. Regardless of who coined it, truth is murdered by the 
powerful to advance their own class interests, especially during war. Lofty rhetoric mask realities. “We 
want peace in the Middle East” the president and his appointees loudly proclaim. Like moving the U.S. 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in defiance of international law. Or selling weapons to Saudi Arabia 
which then turns around and destroys Yemen. Or propping up the Sisi dictatorship in Egypt. Or pulling 
out of the Iran deal. Or spending more on arms than the next seven countries in the world combined. 
The United States of America, the permanent warfare state uses propaganda to cover its intentions. The 
lies are directed primarily at its domestic population. As the global body count mounts from the ravages 
of Washington’s militarized foreign policy, truth is the first casualty.

Counterspin August 3 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guest/Topic: Andrew Pulrang on Disability and the Election
  
This week on CounterSpin: More than a quarter of the electorate—some 63 million eligible voters—
either have a disability or have a household member with one, according to researchers at Rutgers 
University. Add to that the fact that the poverty rate for working-age people with disabilities is nearly 
two and a half times higher than that for people without disabilities, and then set that—as did Robyn 
Powell at Rewire—alongside the  exorbitant costs of campaigning for public office: The average winning 
 House candidate spent $1.3 million in 2016; for the Senate, that number’s $10.4 million. Now you’re 
getting close to an understanding of why people with disabilities are so “severely underrepresented in 
elected office,” which itself goes a way toward explaining why—in 2018—disabled people’s full inclusion 
in all aspects of social life is still largely framed as a matter of “accommodation” rather than rights.

Conversations on Healthcare August 3 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guest/Topics: Former EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy Launches C-Change: A New Climate Change 
Project at Harvard

 This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with former EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, who has launched a new climate change project at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health. The Center for Climate, Health and the Global Environment, C-CHANGE, is a partnership 
between Harvard and Google aimed at advancing better understanding of the causes and effects of 
climate change and its impact on population health.
          

Grab-Bag Show Program August 4 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
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Topic: The Quest for Sleep
 
Sleep is the new skinny. Americans are obsessed with a good night's rest- after decades of viewing sleep 
as a waste of time for people who have nothing better to do. We'll explore how sleep impacts our 
health, and the multimillion dollar industry trying to sell us better sleep. Also; insomnia, working the 
night shift, nightmares - and what we can learn from the sleeping habits of primates.

Philosophy Talk August 13 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Does Science Over-reach?
 
 We've all heard the phrase, "You can't argue with science." Appealing to scientific fact as a way to settle 
a question makes sense given the amazing advancements science has brought us in understanding how 
the world works. But should we take the accomplishments of science as evidence for scientism—the 
view that science is the best and only way to acquire genuine knowledge? Does faith in science require 
that we disregard all non-scientific viewpoints? Are there important questions that science cannot 
answer? Josh and Ken collect their data with Massimo Pugliucci from the CUNY Graduate Center, editor 
of Science Unlimited?: The Challenges of Scientism.
Big Picture Science August 8 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Identity Crisis
 

DNA is the gold standard of identification.  Except when it’s not.  In rare cases when a person has two 
complete sets of DNA, that person’s identity may be up in the air.  Meanwhile, DNA ancestry tests are 
proving frustratingly vague: dishing up generalities about where you came from rather than anything 
specific.  And decoding a genome is still relatively expensive and time-consuming.   So, while we refine 
our ability to work with DNA, the search is on for a quick and easy biomarker test to tell us who we are. 

 
Alternative Radio  August 9 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes  
Guest/Topic: Noam Chomsky, There Are Plenty of Opportunities
 
In the immortal words of Howard Beale, the TV anchor played by Peter Finch, in the classic film 
Network,  “Things are bad, they’re worse than bad. I’m as mad as hell and I’m not going to take this 
anymore. Things have got to change.” If you are feeling that way you’re not alone. In facing adversity 
some choose to do nothing and sit on their hands, others rise to the moment and resist. A long-time 
activist advises: “Get off of Facebook and into the faces of the powerful.” Social media is good for 
getting people out to demonstrations but it is no substitute for solidarity and movement organizing. 
There are plenty of opportunities. Perhaps we can take inspiration from poor and tiny Armenia. It just 
toppled its corrupt government in a massive display of non-violent citizen power.

 Counterspin August 10 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guests/Topics: Maha Hilal on Islamophobia, Brett Hartl on Endangered Species
 
This week on CounterSpin: Like all discrimination, Islamophobia is political and personal, individual and 
institutional, subtle and not at all subtle. A recent incident led Maha Hilal to connect those dots in an 
essay. Maha Hilal is co-director of the Justice for Muslims Collective and an organizer with Witness 
Against Torture. We’ll talk with her about her piece, “White Supremacy in the Courtroom,” and the story 
behind it.
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Conversations on Healthcare August 10 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guest/Topic: Dr. Colleen Kraft, President of the American Academy of Pediatrics, on Separating 
Immigrant Families at the Border and the Impact of Toxic Stress

 This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Colleen Kraft, President of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, which has vocally opposed the separation of immigrant families at the 
border. She talks about the long term impact of toxic stress in childhood, recommended breastfeeding 
and vaccination protocols, harm from gun violence, and too much screen time for kids.                       
 
Philosophy Talk- Work August 20 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Work 
 
What is work, and what is leisure? Are you what you do? And how does American society differ in its 
attitude towards work, and holidays, from others? John and Ken discuss these issues and more with Al 
Gini from Loyola University Chicago, author of My Job, My Self: Work and the Creation of the Modern 
Individual. 
Alternative Radio August 16 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Arun Gupta, Policing, Property & Evangelism
 
Large numbers of evangelical Christians in the United States are ardent nationalists and fervent 
believers in capitalism. They are an influential part of what is called the president’s base. Eighty-one 
percent of evangelicals who voted in the 2016 presidential election cast their ballot for him. How could 
so many evangelical Christians have voted for a thrice-married casino mogul, who has a penchant for 
mendacity and cavorts with porn stars and playboy bunnies? According to Molly Worthen, professor at 
UNC-Chapel Hill writing in The Atlantic, the president’s “dictator-lite charisma is essential to his appeal. 
His authoritarian machismo is right in step with a long evangelical tradition of pastor-overlords who 
anoint themselves with the power to make their own rules—and, in the event of their own occasional 
moral lapses, assure their followers that God always forgives.”

Counterspin August 17 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guests/Topics: Trita Parsi on Trump's Iran Threat, Dermot Murphy on Local News Cuts
 
 This week on CounterSpin: It is hard to say precisely how a press corps should report on a president’s 
all-caps threat to another country’s president about their “DEMENTED WORDS OF VIOLENCE & 
DEATH”—there are a lot of ways to go. But in addressing Donald Trump’s virulent threats to the 
president of Iran, media have, minimally, the responsibility to separate accusation from reality, and 
then, one would hope, to talk openly about how to resist the degeneration of diplomacy, and the rise of 
almost hysterically bellicose language that seems like greasing the tracks toward war. We’ll talk about 
the current state of US/Iran relations with Trita Parsi, founder and president of the National Iranian 
American Council.

Conversations on Healthcare August 17 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes    
Guest/Topic: CRIPSR, DNA and Genomics: Dr. Samuel Sternberg Examines This Game-Changing 
Technology

 This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Samuel H. Sternberg, assistant 
professor in the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biophysics at Columbia University and 
renowned expert on CRISPER-Cas9 gene editing technology. Dr. Sternberg co-authored "A Crack in 
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Creation" with CRISPR co-creator Jennifer Doudna, and talks about the limitless potential of this genetic 
engineering tool to transform how we treat and prevent disease in the future.                                         
                     
Grab-Bag Show Program August 18 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: The Animal in Me 
 
On this segment Michael Goldberg gives us animal stories; a wolf, a donkey, a dog, animals teaching us 
something on how to stay human.

Philosophy Talk August 27 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: The Value of a College Education
  
With 43.3 million Americans burdened with a total of $1.3 trillion in student loan debt, high school 
students thinking about attending college are faced with a daunting decision. Should they risk joining 
the ranks of the indebted in order to get a college degree? The answer depends on the value of a college 
education. Are college graduates happier, or better prepared for life? Is it the government’s job to 
ensure that investing in college is worth it for students? Should public colleges be free? Or would that 
decrease their value? And would studying philosophy increase or decrease the value of a college 
education? John and Ken get collegial with former Stanford president John Hennessy, in a program 
recorded live at De Anza High School in Richmond, California. 
 
Alternative Radio August 23 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Norman Soloman, Can the Democratic Party Live Up to its Name?
 
Humorist Will Rogers used to quip: "I'm not a member of any organized political party. I'm a Democrat." 
We can all have a good chuckle at that. But the deep problems with politics in the U.S. are too serious to 
laugh at. The Democratic Party has in recent decades abandoned to a great extent its New Deal social 
welfare roots. The party of Roosevelt and Truman has embraced Wall Street bankers, hedge fund 
managers and financiers. The interests of corporations and the business class have immiserated the 
working class. Instead of resisting the doctrine of neoliberalism which has contributed to massive 
income inequality and the decline of unions, the party went along with it. Can the Democratic Party live 
up to its name and democratize its candidate selection process? Can it get back to its professed 
principles?

Counterspin: August 24 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Topic: Media Econ 101
 
This week on CounterSpin: When the New York Times wants to write about the plights and travails of 
low-wage workers, they can tug a heartstring with the best of them. When it comes to reporting about 
“the economy”—serious, fact-based stuff, not “human interest”—we get things like the piece the paper 
ran in late July, with the lead on how “analysts expect the strong economy and Trump administration’s 
tax cuts to lead to another batch of knockout earnings reports.” One blot on the landscape: “wage 
growth.” “Rising labor costs can cut into profits, muting the impact of a robust economy,” 
the Times warns, citing a trucking firm where “driver pay and retention costs” were described as 
“outlays that nibbled away at the benefits of higher prices and booming volumes.”
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Conversations on Healthcare August 24 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes    
Guest/Topic: Millions Served: NACHC's Dan Hawkins on Community Health Centers Delivering Care to 
Vulnerable Americans

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dan Hawkins, Sr. VP for Public Policy 
and Research at the National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC), which supports the 
thousands of chc's providing care for 27 million underserved Americans. They discuss the care model 
that embeds behavioral and dental care within primary care, the growing reliance on Nurse Practitioners 
as front line clinicians, and the training, innovation and quality care the nation's health centers provide.  
                     
                              
Grab-Bag Show Program August 25 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Love and Drugs
 
How pop culture portrays romance and addiction -- when bad breakups bring out addictive personalities 
-- using e-cigarettes for illegal drugs -- how menthol makes smoking more addictive

Philosophy Talk September 3 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: The Idea of University
 
To whom does the university answer – the trustees?  The administration?  The faculty?  The students?  
Or something more abstract, like knowledge and wisdom?  John and Ken examine the very idea of a 
university with Stanford Provost John Etchemendy.
 
Alternative Radio August 30 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Norman Soloman, Can the Democratic Party Live Up to its Name?
 
Humorist Will Rogers used to quip: "I'm not a member of any organized political party. I'm a Democrat." 
We can all have a good chuckle at that. But the deep problems with politics in the U.S. are too serious to 
laugh at. The Democratic Party has in recent decades abandoned to a great extent its New Deal social 
welfare roots. The party of Roosevelt and Truman has embraced Wall Street bankers, hedge fund 
managers and financiers. The interests of corporations and the business class have immiserated the 
working class. Instead of resisting the doctrine of neoliberalism which has contributed to massive 
income inequality and the decline of unions, the party went along with it. Can the Democratic Party live 
up to its name and democratize its candidate selection process? Can it get back to its professed 
principles?

Counterspin August 31 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Topic: Alternative Visions Revisited
 
This week on CounterSpin: We think all of our interviews are special, but there are some that, for one 
reason or another, seem to strike a chord in listeners—maybe because they engage questions that 
aren’t often engaged, or encourage alternative visions. In any event, we’re happy for it, and we’re going 
to revisit three of those conversations on this week’s show.
 



Conversations on Healthcare August 31 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guests/Topics: Alexa and Telemedicine in Health Care: Harvard's Dr. John Halamka on Promising 
Health Tech Trends to Watch

 This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. John Halamka, Chief Information 
Officer for Harvard Medical School and Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston where he has 
launched a new endeavor: the Health Technology Exploration Center. The lab is an incubator for 
studying emerging technologies in health care such as telemedicine, genomics, blockchain, wearables 
and smart speakers like Alexa that could potentially improve clinical workflow, data sharing and 
outcomes.                    
                       
Grab-Bag Show Program September 1 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Love and Drugs
 
How pop culture portrays romance and addiction -- when bad breakups bring out addictive personalities 
-- using e-cigarettes for illegal drugs -- how menthol makes smoking more addictive

Philosophy Talk September 10 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Education and the Culture Wars
 
In contemporary democracies, the state is responsible  for providing children with an education. But 
parents surely have both the right and responsibility for instilling appropriate morals and values in their 
children. How should we reconcile conflicts between the state’s responsibility to properly educate 
minors and the parents’ rights to influence their children's values and ideals? Should the government’s 
approach to education in areas such as history and science always trump that of the child’s most direct 
guardians? Or should parents hold some veto power when it comes to education about evolution, sex, 
and other issues that bear on religious and personal values? John and Ken do their homework with 
Stanford political scientist Rob Reich, co-editor of Education, Justice, and Democracy.
 
Big Picture Science September 5 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: New Water Worlds

The seas are rising.   It’s no longer a rarity to see kayakers paddling through downtown Miami.  By 
century’s end, the oceans could be anywhere from 2 to 6 feet higher, threatening millions of people and 
property.  But humans once knew how to adapt to rising waters.  As high water threatens to drown our 
cities, can we learn do it again.
 
 Alternative Radio September 6 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
 Guest/Topic: Eric Foner, Who is An American?
 
Definitions of who is an American have been constantly shifting for more than two centuries. 
Parameters expand and contract as the political winds vary. Historically, race and racism have been 
central factors in determining who is an American. With changing demographic and immigration 
patterns, what are the implications of this important issue for the 21st century?



Counterspin September 7 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guest/Topic: Karl Grossman on Space Force, Evan Greer on Net Neutrality Cyper Fraud
 
This week on CounterSpin: A popular internet meme says, “I have a question about Space Force; when is 
Flint getting clean water?” But while social media reflect complaints that the Trump administration’s 
plans to “address space as a developing war-fighting domain,” as Defense Secretary Jim Mattis has it, 
will mean still more resources channeled away from social programs to Warmongering, Inc., that line of 
questioning has so far had little place in corporate media coverage.
 
Conversations on Healthcare September 7 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guest/Topic: Telehealth, Best Practices and Integrated Care: Dr. Charles Sorenson on Intermountain 
Healthcare's Commitment to Innovation

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Intermountain Healthcare of Utah's CEO 
Emeritus Dr. Charles Sorenson, who discusses Intermountain's innovative, integrated care delivery 
system committed to improved outcomes and contained costs. He is Founding Director of the 
Intermountain Healthcare Leadership Institute which seeks to train future clinician leaders in their team-
based model of care delivery.                                                       

Grab-Bag Show Program September 8 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: The Science of Happiness at Work
 
What would make you happier at work? Being unhappy at work hurts creativity and productivity. It's 
bad for our health, our home lives and the company's bottom line. We’ll delve into the newest research 
that illuminates what makes our jobs more meaningful, engaging, and fulfilling.  

Philosophy Talk September 17 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: The Athlete as Philosopher
 
For the ancient Greeks, sport was an integral part of education. Athletic programs remain in schools 
today, but there is a growing gap between the modern sports experience and enduring educational 
values such as self-discovery, responsibility, respect, and citizenship. Is there a way to bridge this gap? 
Can sports be a means to teach values such as these? Josh and Ken try out with Heather Reid from 
Morningside College, author of The Philosophical Athlete.
 
Alternative Radio September 20 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Howard Zinn, A People's History of the United States
 
"You wanna read a real history book?" Matt Damon asks Robin Williams in the movie Good Will Hunting. 
"Read Howard Zinn's People's History of the United States. That book'll knock you on your ass." It'll do 
that and more. Howard Zinn's A People's History of the United States has sold more than 2 million 
copies. And it keeps on selling. Zinn's close friend Noam Chomsky said the book "changed the 
consciousness of a generation." Zinn's history from below approach was to foreground as he said, "the 
countless small actions of unknown people." It was a sharp departure from the standard Big Man theory 
of history: General so and so President so and so, etc. Recorded at Reed College.



 Counterspin September 14 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guests/Topics: John Powers on Voting Rights, Karen Dolan on School Safety
 
This week on CounterSpin: A popular internet meme says, “I have a question about Space Force; when is 
Flint getting clean water?” But while social media reflect complaints that the Trump administration’s 
plans to “address space as a developing war-fighting domain,” as Defense Secretary Jim Mattis has it, 
will mean still more resources channeled away from social programs to Warmongering, Inc., that line of 
questioning has so far had little place in corporate media coverage.
 
Conversations on Healthcare September 14 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guest/Topic: Transforming Care Delivery for Undeserved Populations: Cityblock CEO Iyah Romm on 
Their Tech-Based Solutions

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Iyah Romm, CEO of Cityblock Health, a 
venture with Alphabet's Sidewalk Labs aimed at improving care and outcomes for underserved 
populations in urban areas by deploying tech-based solutions supporting patients and care teams. He 
talks about Cityblock's development of digital and telehealth tools that enable real time monitoring of 
patient data, and a network of interventions addressing social determinants of health.                       
                             
Grab-Bag Show Program September 15 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Harvey and Irma: A Hurricane's Fingerprints
 
From Katrina and Sandy to Harvey, Irma and José - how is climate change fueling these increasingly 
destructive hurricanes? Greg Dalton and his guests delve into the politics, costs and human causes of the 
megastorms pummeling our planet.

Philosophy Talk September 24 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Your Lying Eyes: Perception, Memory, and Justice
 
The criminal justice system often relies on the testimony of eyewitnesses to get convictions. Yet more 
and more, psychological science demonstrates how unreliable eyewitness reports can be. Moreover, 
jurors have all kinds of cognitive biases and unconscious influences, and they rely on dubious folk 
psychological theories when assessing evidence. So is there a way to figure out whether a particular eye 
witness report is reliable? Or for a truly just system, must we forbid all testimony that depends on the 
capricious faculty of memory? John and Ken take the stand with Daniel Reisberg from Reed College, 
author of The Science of Perception and Memory: A Pragmatic Guide for the Justice System. 
 
Big Picture Science September 25 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Angel of a Hack

Changed your computer password recently?  We all try to stay one step ahead of the hackers, but the 
fear factor is increasing.  The risks can range from stolen social security numbers to sabotaging a 
national power grid. 
 



Alternative Radio September 27 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Guest/Topic: Abby Martin, Corporate Media & US Empire
 
Renowned Indian writer Arundhati Roy once assured an American audience that the United States might 
enjoy a collective sigh of relief when it finally gives up on being an empire. But empires die hard. In 
response to eroding economic predominance, military spending in the U.S. has skyrocketed. 
Simultaneously, as if in response to legal matters that encircle the U.S. president, we see a more and 
more bellicose foreign policy. The "winds of war" is a terrible term. As if war were as natural as the 
wind. In fact, wars are trumped up, sold, hook-line-and-sinker.

 Counterspin September 21 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guests/Topics: Shireen Al-Adeimi on Yemen Crisis, Alyssa Peterson on Campus Assault Rules
 
 This week on CounterSpin: Now in its third year, the war in Yemen, and the resulting casualties, 
starvation, illness and displacement, have been declared by the UN the worst humanitarian crisis in the 
world. Images—like those from August of Yemeni schoolchildren on a field trip killed by bombs 
employed by the Saudi-led coalition, but made and sold by the US—have touched many Americans’ 
hearts; but what’s the bridge from concern to change? We talk about the crisis in Yemen and the US 
responsibility with Shireen Al-Adeimi, assistant professor of education at Michigan State University. Al-
Adeimi’s recent article with Sarah Lazare, “Trump Quietly Overrides What Little Civilian Protections 
Remain in Yemen War,” appeared in In These Times.
 
Conversations on Healthcare September 21 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Transforming Care Delivery for Undeserved Populations: Cityblock CEO Iyah Romm on 
Their Tech Based Solutions

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Iyah Romm, CEO of Cityblock Health, a 
venture with Alphabet's Sidewalk Labs aimed at improving care and outcomes for underserved 
populations in urban areas by deploying tech-based solutions supporting patients and care teams. He 
talks about Cityblock's development of digital and telehealth tools that enable real time monitoring of 
patient data, and a network of interventions addressing social determinants of health.                       

Grab-Bag Show Program September 22 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Debate: Is Social Media Good for Democracy?
 
Critics argue that social media deepens political divisions and erodes trust in the democratic process. 
Will the power of social media be used as a force for good? Or do systemic flaws pose an irreversible 
threat to the world’s democratic institutions?

Counterspin September 28 7:00 a.m. 30 minutes
Guests/Topics: Richard Kim on Brett Kavanaugh, Jamil Dakwar on John Bolton
 
This week on CounterSpin: The elite media takeaway on the nomination to the Supreme Court of arch-
conservative Brett Kavanaugh—despite allegations of perjury, and an unprecedented lack of access to 
his  work—would seem to be reflected by CNN, which ran two items on the same day: a poll showing 
more Americans oppose Kavanaugh’s confirmation than support it, and an analysis that took his 
confirmation as a given. “Americans don’t want it, but it’s happening anyway; next!” seems to be 
corporate media’s approach to many things these days. Others take democratic dysfunction less 
sanguinely. We speak with Richard Kim, executive editor of The Nation magazine, about that.
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 Conversations on Healthcare September 28 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes    
Guest/Topic: Apple Watch, Fitbit, AI and Alexa: Yahoo Tech Founder David Pogue on Game-Changing 
Potential in Health Care 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with David Pogue, long-time personal tech 
critic and founder of Yahoo Tech. He discusses the great promise in the growth of consumer technology 
innovations - Apple Watch, Fitbit and voice recognition platforms like Alexa - to transform health care by 
informing and empowering consumers and providers.         

Grab-Bag Show Program September 29 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes
Topic: Up In Smoke
 
E-cigarettes are growing more popular and are now being used for illicit drugs - Menthol makes 
cigarettes more addictive and more unhealthy - New technology uses sound like a scalpel - Sleepy 
teenagers could be facing serious health risks.


