
KTSW COMMUNITY ISSUES 7/01/2019 – 9/30/2019 (Placed in file 10/10/2019) 

There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by KTSW-FM 

89.9, San Marcos, Texas, along with the most significant programming treatment of 

those issues for the period of July 1, 2019 and September 30, 2019.  The listing is by 

no means exhaustive.  The order in which they appear does not reflect any priority 

or significance. 

 

 

Public Service Campaigns  7/01-9/30  Varies  50.7 hours 

 

KTSW-FM 89.9 airs multiple public service announcements covering many topics at 

various times throughout the day, totaling approximately 3.9 hours per week, 50.7 hours 

for this quarter.   

 

Categories & topics include: 

 

Texas State Student Services: Summer Student Health, First Day of Fall Classes, 

Financial Aid & Scholarships, Student Business Services 

Community: Hays Caldwell Women’s Center, Boys & Girls Club, Hay’s County Food 

Bank, PAWS Shelter, Moving Tips, Party In Your Park, Hays County Emergency 

Environmental: Help Mother Nature, Bat Handling 

Health and Wellness: STD Awareness, Dehydration 

Safety: Sun Protection, Drinking & Driving, Water Safety, Texting & Driving 

Philosophy Talk   July 1   7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Value of a College Education 

With 43.3 million Americans burdened with a total of $1.3 trillion in student loan debt, 

high school students thinking about attending college are faced with a daunting decision. 

Should they risk joining the ranks of the indebted in order to get a college degree? The 

answer depends on the value of a college education. Are college graduates happier, or 

better prepared for life? Is it the government’s job to ensure that investing in college is 

worth it for students? Should public colleges be free? Or would that decrease their value? 

And would studying philosophy increase or decrease the value of a college education? 

John and Ken get collegial with former Stanford president John Hennessy, in a program 

recorded live at De Anza High School in Richmond, California.     

Alternative Radio   July 4   7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Palestine: The Pendulum Is Shifting 

For decades Palestine and Palestinians were associated with terror and terrorism. In 

political discourse and popular culture Palestinians were often typecast as blood thirsty 

killers. As the great Palestinian-American scholar Edward Said once ruefully observed, 

“Palestine is a thankless cause, one in which if you truly serve, you get nothing back but 

opprobrium, abuse, and ostracism. How many friends avoid the subject? How many 

colleagues want none of Palestine’s controversy? How many bien pensant liberals have 



time for Bosnia and Somalia, Rwanda and South Africa and Nicaragua and human and 

civil rights everywhere on earth, but not for Palestine and Palestinians?” There are signs 

that may be changing. A new generation of activists has breathed fresh energy into the 

question of Palestine. The BDS, Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, has 

attracted more and more adherents. The pendulum is shifting. 

 Counterspin    July 5  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Amin Husain on Decolonizing Museums, Nikole Hannah-Jones on 

School Resegregation 

This week on CounterSpin: If someone makes lots of money by, say, knowingly and 

cynically exacerbating opioid addiction, is it OK as long as they give some of that money 

to an art museum? Cultural institutions are important sites of public conversation, but the 

public doesn’t have much say in who gets to lead that conversation, or the stories they 

tell. Activists are asking us to talk about what that means, and what it would mean to 

change it. We’ll talk about accountability for cultural institutions with Amin Husain, core 

organizer with the group Decolonize This Place. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare July 5  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Patients At Risk: Leapfrog Group CEO Leah Binder on High Rate of 

Avoidable Deaths in America's Hospitals 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Leah Binder, CEO of 

the Leapfrog Group, which is dedicated to promoting patient safety through better 

transparency in hospital errors leading to avoidable deaths. She discusses the 161 

thousand error-related hospital deaths last year, and the latest Hospital Safety Grade, 

which scores hospitals on their safety measure performance.                        

Philosophy Talk   July 15 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Reparations 

The United States brutally enslaved African Americans for its first hundred or so years of 

existence. For the next hundred years, black Americans were lynched, deprived of basic 

rights, and widely discriminated against. Now, while there are still certainly racial 

injustices to deal with, how are we to respond to the racial injustices of the past? Does 

time really heal all wounds? Could it ever be legitimate to compensate the descendants of 

slaves for burdens they themselves did not bear? Likewise, why should the descendants 

of slave-owners be made to pay for crimes they did not commit? John and Ken welcome 

Michael Dawson from the University of Chicago, author of Not in Our Lifetimes: The 

Future of Black Politics.  

Big Picture Science   July 10 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Is Life Inevitable? 

A new theory about life’s origins updates Darwin’s warm little pond.  Scientists say 

they’ve created the building blocks of biology in steaming hot springs. Meanwhile, we 



visit a NASA lab where scientists simulate deep-sea vent chemistry to produce the type 

of environment that might spawn life.  Which site is best suited for producing biology 

from chemistry? 

Find out how the conditions of the early Earth were different from today, how meteors 

seeded Earth with organics and a provocative idea that life arose as an inevitable 

consequence of matter shape-shifting to dissipate heat. Could physics be the driving force 

behind life’s emergence?   

Alternative Radio   July 11 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Surveillance Capitalism 

Surveillance Capitalism is a global architecture of behavior modification which poses 

profound threats to society. It was invented at Google, duplicated at Facebook, and has 

moved almost seamlessly into virtually every economic sector. Vast wealth is 

accumulated in an ominous new economic order where predictions of our behavior are 

bought and sold. Surveillance Capitalism has ominous consequences for democracy and 

humanity in the 21st century. It is based on extreme inequalities of knowledge and power. 

It claims human experience as a free source of raw material and challenges our autonomy 

and social solidarity. Our minds are being mined and harvested for data and are being 

fundamentally changed in the process. Surveillance Capitalism is a business model that 

Shoshana Zuboff says seeks growth by cataloguing our “every move, emotion, utterance 

and desire.” 

Counterspin    July 12 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topic: Oriaku Njoku & Jill Heaviside on Abortion Rights in Georgia and 

Beyond 

This week on CounterSpin: Republicans have been passing laws restricting access to 

abortion in various ways for years now, but Alabama has just passed what is effectively 

an outright abortion ban, stoking fear that one of these disputed cases will make it to the 

Supreme Court, and we’ll see the overturn of Roe v. Wade. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare July 12 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topics: 2020 Presidential Contender Former Colorado Governor John 

Hickenlooper on Community Health Centers, Health Equity and Safer Gun Laws 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with former Colorado 

Governor John Hickenlooper, a contender for the Democratic 2020 Presidential 

nomination on the importance of health equity in this country and the important role of 

Community Health Centers. They discuss his vision for more comprehensive gun safety 

laws, addressing health inequity in rural America and addressing America's opioid 

crisis.            

Big Picture Science   July 17 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: New Water Worlds 



The seas are rising.   It’s no longer a rarity to see kayakers paddling through downtown 

Miami.  By century’s end, the oceans could be anywhere from 2 to 6 feet higher, 

threatening millions of people and property.  But humans once knew how to adapt to 

rising waters.  As high water threatens to drown our cities, can we learn do it again. Hear 

stories of threatened land: submerged Florida suburbs, the original sunken city (Venice), 

and the U.S. East Coast, where anthropologists rush to catalogue thousands of low-lying 

historical and cultural sites in harm’s way, including Jamestown, Virginia and ancient 

Native American sites.  

Alternative Radio   July 18 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Climate Disruption 

Ralph Nader points out the term climate change is a vast understatement  and does not 

convey the gravity of what we are facing. He says, climate  disruption is more accurate. 

Study after study, report after report make  it clear that human activity is transforming our 

planet. With heat  waves, droughts, wildfires, floods, melting ice sheets and rising 

sea  levels, millions of people will be at risk. But the fossil-fuel industry  with its 

insatiable hunger for profits continues its assault on the  Earth. It has an ally in the 

president who claims to “have a natural  instinct for science,” and asserts: “Any and all 

weather events are used  by global warming hoaxsters to justify higher taxes.” Note that 

he  asked for and obtained approval to build two sea barriers to protect his  golf resort in 

Ireland from rising water. 

 

Counterspin    July 19 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Dean Baker on Trump’s Trade War, Leo Fitzpatrick on Wireless 

Merger 

This week on CounterSpin: Coverage of Donald Trump’s trade war on China has led to 

some odd writing, as when the Washington Post reported,  “Dozens of US companies 

have complained that Trump’s earlier steel and  aluminum tariffs drove up their costs and 

hurt more US workers than they  helped. But Trump does not see it that way.” Or the 

New York Times says,  “The president shows no signs of backing away from his stance 

that  tariffs have helped the United States.” It’s true that the  administration is both 

internally divided and intentionally ambiguous on  trade policy and its impacts.  But what 

does that mean for reporters’  responsibility? Surely they can’t just throw up their hands? 

We’ll seek  some clarity on tariffs and trade with economist Dean Baker of the Center for 

Economic and Policy Research. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare July 19 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topics: Dr. David Nash, Founding Dean of the Jefferson College of 

Population Health on Primary Care, Leadership and Quality Improvement 

This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. David  Nash, 

Founding Dean of the Jefferson College of Population Health at  Thomas Jefferson 



University in Philadelphia. He talks about the need to  advance population health through 

better compensation for primary care  clinicians, improving  quality training in the 

medical education  setting, and advancing clinician leadership training.       

Philosophy Talk   July 29 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Is Postmodernism Really to Blame for Post-Truth? 

Postmodernism is often characterized by its rejection of concepts  championed by the 

Enlightenment, like meaning, truth, reason, and  knowledge. Some philosophers blame 

postmodernism for making cynicism  about truth and facts now respectable in political 

debate. So is  postmodernism responsible for “fake news” and “alternative facts”? 

Or  does it simply provide the tools to describe popular distrust of  traditional authorities, 

like science and the media? Must we reject  postmodernism in order to rescue truth? Josh 

and Ken find truth in  Thomas de Zengotita, author of Postmodern Theory and 

Progressive Politics: Toward a New Humanism. 

 Alternative Radio   July 25 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: The Financialization of Housing 

From Seattle to Toronto, the cost of owning a home is soaring. Rents are no better. 

Accelerated by neoliberal economic doctrine a paradigm shift in housing has occurred in 

recent years. There is a growing disconnect between housing as a human right and 

housing as a financial vehicle for investment. We’ve come a long way from FDR’s 

remarkable 1944 State of the Union address where he advocated for, “The right of every 

family to a decent home.” Today, housing is viewed by the global investor class as a 

commodity to be bought and sold in markets, a repository for capital and a means of 

accumulating wealth. Financialization of housing causes gentrification, undermines 

community, exacerbates inequality and contributes to the disgrace of homelessness. We 

need to develop and encourage politics that not only restores housing as a universal 

human right but to make it affordable as well. 

Counterspin    July 26 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Celine McNicholas on Forced Arbitration, Ian Head on Freedom of 

Information 

This week on CounterSpin: Quaint as it may sound, the  idea is still operative for many 

people that if you work, you earn wages  and fair treatment. We can’t seem to shake the 

storyline that  employers, graciously, offer this, and workers should, gratefully,  accept it. 

But a new report  outlines just how tilted the workplace balance of power has become 

in  this country, and what we need to do to restore workers’ voice and power  at work. 

Titled Unchecked Corporate Power: Forced Arbitration, the Enforcement Crisis and How 

Workers Are Fighting Back,  the report comes from the Center for Popular Democracy 

and the Economic  Policy Institute. We’ll speak with one of the authors, EPI director 

of  government affairs and labor counsel Celine McNicholas. 

  



Conversations on Healthcare July 26 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Digital Medicine Society Executive Director Jennifer Goldsack on 

Need for Standards in This New Era in Medicine 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Jennifer  Goldsack, 

Interim Executive Director of the newly-launched Digital  Medicine Society,  or DiMe, 

the first organization dedicated to  providing guidelines for the emerging reality of digital 

technology in  health care. She talks about the need for creating agreed-upon  standards, 

guidelines and best practices  to ensure that digital health  technologies live up to their 

promise of improving health care delivery,  research and outcomes without doing any 

harm.        

Big Picture Science   July 31 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Topic: Creature Discomforts 

 

Our ignorance about some animals can even lead to their suffering and  to seemingly 

intractable problems.  The South American nutria was  brought to Louisiana to supply the 

fur market.  But the species got  loose and tens of millions of these rodents are destroying 

the  environment.  It literally has a bounty on its tail. Hear about research that corrects a 

menagerie of misunderstandings  about our fellow furry, feathered, and scaly animals, 

and how getting  over ourselves to know them better can have practical benefits. Will 

you  still recoil from termites if you learn that they are relevant to the  future of robots, 

global warming, and smart design? 

  

Alternative Radio   August 1 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: The Enduring Power of Protest 

 

Are marches and demonstrations just feel good affairs? You vent some  spleen then go 

home satisfied as if you’ve done something worthwhile and  before you know it the glow 

wears off? Or does the power of collective  action, solidarity and mass mobilizations 

have a deeper effect? The key  to resistance is organization leading to sustained efforts. 

The danger  of demonstrations is if they are not connected to movements. The former  is 

episodic whereas movements are enduring. The historic 1963 March on  Washington for 

civil rights and the subsequent anti-Vietnam War  demonstrations had a major impact. 

Those protests attracted hundreds of  thousands. Since the Trump inauguration in January 

2017 there have been  more protests than during any comparable period in U.S. 

history,  literally millions have turned out. People are getting off of tweets and  into the 

streets in larger and larger numbers. 

  

Counterspin    August 2 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Netfa Freeman on Cuba Sanctions, Reynard Loki on Indigenous Oil 

Victory 

 

This week on CounterSpin: A former US diplomat to Cuba,  Wayne Smith, wrote once 

that Cuba “seems to have the same effect on  American administrations that the full moon 

once had on werewolves.” It  comes to mind as you hear of National Security Advisor 



John Bolton  denouncing Cuba’s “malign influence and ideological imperialism”—to 

an  audience including veterans of the failed Bay of Pigs invasion, no  less—as the reason 

for renewed sanctions on the country, including  restrictions on US citizens’ ability to 

travel there. It could be  an occasion for the press to explore the US’s “international 

outlier”  stance toward Cuba. We’ll talk about what’s happening with Netfa Freeman  of 

the Institute for Policy Studies. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare August 2 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Mass Medical Society's Dr. Alain Chaoui on Joint Harvard Study on 

the Crisis of Physician Burnout 

 

This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Alain  Chaoui, Past 

President of the Massachusetts Medical Society on their  joint study, conducted with the 

Harvard TH Chan School of Public Health,  on the 'national health crisis' of physician 

burnout in America.      

             

Grab Bag Program    August 3 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Topic: The Impact Of Technology: A Look At The History And Future Of America-  

 

Can Money Buy Happiness?  Having  The "Money Talk" With Your Children,  How 

Millennials Should Spend And Budget Their Money, Do Your Homework To  Avoid 

This Property Rental Scam, The Impact Of Technology: A Look At  The History And 

Future Of America 

 

Philosophy Talk    August 12 7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Doomsday Doctrine 

The doctrine of mutually assured destruction is supposed to deter both sides in a war 

from launching the first nuclear strike. However, the strategy of the US, NATO, and 

other super powers has been to plan the destruction of nearly all life on Earth. If near total 

annihilation would be monstrous, ethically speaking, then what should we say about 

preparing for and planning it? Can there be any moral justification for plausibly 

threatening a nuclear holocaust? And now that we’ve gotten ourselves in this situation, is 

there any realistic and ethical way out? John and Ken avoid going nuclear with writer, 

activist, former defense analyst and whistleblower, Daniel Ellsberg, author of The 

Doomsday Machine: Confessions of a Nuclear War Planner. 

 

Alternative Radio   August 8 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: The Working Class 

Warren Buffett, the much-admired genius investor and one of the world’s richest men 

said, “There’s class warfare, all right, but it’s my class, the rich class, that’s making war, 

and we’re winning.” And who are the losers? The working class, people who work for an 

hourly wage or are salaried. The ruling class has driven down wages and benefits, 



smashed unions, and cut programs that protect the disadvantaged. All of this at a time 

when income and wealth inequality has reached historic extremes. Who’s to blame? In a 

classic example of divide and rule immigrants are demonized and scapegoated. It’s all 

their fault. Not the bosses and CEOs who make oodles of money. Can the working class, 

long taken for granted by the Democratic Party, be a force for positive progressive 

change? How might it overcome its own internal divisions and contradictions? 

Counterspin    August 9 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Sandy Cioffi on Nigerian Oil, Riki Ott Looking Back at Exxon 

Valdez Spill 

The BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico happened from the spring through the fall of 2010. 

The blowout of the Deepwater Horizon rig killed 11 people, and countless animals, on its 

way to becoming the worst marine oil spill in history. It seemed to take that protracted 

disaster on the US coast to generate a New York Times front-page story on June 16, 

2010, about oil industry ravages in Nigeria’s delta region, which, the article noted, “has 

endured the equivalent of the Exxon Valdez spill every year for 50 years, by some 

estimates.” CounterSpin had a powerful conversation that week with filmmaker and 

video artist Sandy Cioffi, whose film, Sweet Crude, looks at the oil industry in Nigeria, 

and the way it is covered in the US. We’ll hear that conversation today. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare August 10 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Flint Water Crisis Whistle Blower Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha on the 

Aftermath of the Poisoning of a City 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Pediatrician and public 

health activist, Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, who exposed the Flint Water Crisis brought on 

by state and city officials who switched Flint's water supply. She discusses her book on 

the crisis, "What the Eyes Don't See: A Story of Crisis, Resistance and Hope in an 

American City" which exposes government efforts to deny their role, and the ongoing 

community-wide effort to address the public health crisis.             

Grab-Bag Program   August 10 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: DEBATE: Will Video Games Make Us Smarter? 

As video games gain prominence, some game creators are turning to global issues, such 

as poverty alleviation, international diplomacy, and combating climate change, for 

inspiration. Playing these socially minded games, they argue, allows users to build 

tangible skills in combating crisis and solving critical problems. But others see the 

multibillion-dollar gaming industry, dominated by portrayals of crime and war, as a threat 

that desensitizes its users to violence and encourages anti-social behavior.  Will video 

games soon provide innovative solutions to our most pressing social, political and 

economic challenges?  Or is the impact of gaming overrated and potentially destructive? 

 



Philosophy Talk   August 26 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Reading the Troubled Past 

 

Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe lambasted Joseph Conrad’s novel Heart of Darkness as a 

deeply racist work that should be removed from the Western canon. Defenders of Conrad 

say the novel is simply an expression of its time and not an endorsement of the racist 

attitudes it represents. So how do we judge the moral legitimacy of older works of 

literature and philosophy? Should we shun writers for holding racist or sexist views? Or 

is it important to read—and censure—them? Is it fair to judge authors of the past by 

today’s politically conscious standards? Josh and Ken have no trouble reading with Julie 

Napolin from The New School, author of The Fact of Resonance: Modernist Acoustics 

and Narrative Form (forthcoming). 

  

Alternative Radio   August 22 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Artists & Social Responsibility 

 

Artists, creative people, occupy a special place in our hearts and minds. They interpret 

the world around us and imagine things outside the box. What is the connection between 

them and their creative output and society? Is it just to take curtain calls and sign 

autographs or is there something more? Picasso asked the question, “What do you think 

an artist is? An imbecile who only has eyes if he’s a painter, ears if he’s a musician, or a 

lyre in every chamber of his heart if he’s a poet – or even, if he’s a boxer, only some 

muscles? Quite the contrary, he is at the same time a political being constantly alert to the 

horrifying, passionate or pleasing events in the world, shaping himself completely in their 

image. How is it possible to be uninterested in other men and by virtue of what cold 

nonchalance can you detach yourself from the life that they supply so copiously? No, 

painting is not made to decorate apartments. It’s an offensive and defensive weapon 

against the enemy.” 

 

Counterspin    August 23 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Brian Mier on Brazilian Political Scandal 

 

This week on CounterSpin: New revelations from Brazil: Whistleblower-leaked records 

show the anti-corruption crusade, called Car Wash or Lava Jato, that put popular ex-

president Lula da Silva in prison and paved the way for fascist president Jair Bolsanaro—

all while being celebrated in the US corporate press—was actually, as critics contended, 

less interested in corruption than in keeping Lula’s Workers Party out of power. It’s a 

story about what investigative journalism can reveal…and about how elite media can try 

and cover it right back up. Journalist Brian Mier has lived in Brazil for more than 20 

years. He’s co-editor at Brasil Wire and author of the new book Year of Lead: 

Washington, Wall Street and the New Imperialism in Brazil. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare August 23 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Microsoft's Andrea McGonigle on AI, the Cloud and Tech-Enabled 

Patient Engagement 



This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Andrea McGonigle, 

National Managing Director of Microsoft's Health and Life Science Division, where she 

runs a team seeking to develop technologies that will enhance patient engagement. She 

talks about the need for more coordination between stakeholders seeking to improve the 

healthcare experience, the need for cloud compliance and safety and the future of health 

care. 

             

Grab-Bag Program   August 24 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: The Education Gap 

 

Sometimes a free education just isn't enough. On our special STATE OF 

OPPORTUNITY documentary – THE EDUCATION GAP – Michigan Radio’s Jennifer 

Guerra spends time in two fifth grade classrooms in two different districts. The school 

districts are pretty close to one another – less than a 45 minute drive apart. So how is it 

that only a few miles away, children can be getting such different educational experiences 

from the public schools?  

  

Alternative Radio   August 29 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: U.S. Empire & Latin America 

 

The list of U.S. invasions, occupations, coups and sanctions in Latin America is a mile 

long. It is after all, “our little region over here,” and our “backyard” according to 

policymakers in Washington. Starting with the Monroe Doctrine in 1823 the continent 

and its people have been a laboratory for U.S. intervention, a kind of piñata, a punching 

bag. As the U.S. became a world power techniques perfected in Latin America were then 

globalized. Today, once again Washington turns its hegemonic gaze south. The National 

Security Advisor John Bolton denounces the “troika of tyranny”— Cuba, Venezuela and 

Nicaragua and the leaders of those countries as “the three stooges of socialism.” 

Apparently with no sense of shame or of history Bolton declared, “We’re not afraid to 

use the phrase ‘Monroe Doctrine’ in this administration.” 

 

Counterspin    August 30 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Kevin Kumashiro on Student Debt Cancellation 

 

This week on CounterSpin: Yes, US families have some $1.6 trillion in student loan debt. 

Yes, this debt has increased tremendously in recent years as a result of policy. Yes, 

student loan debt curtails opportunities, imposes hardship and drains the economy. But 

the New York Times wants you to know something: “Cancelling Student Loan Debt 

Doesn’t Make Problems Disappear.” The Times would have you believe their problem 

with debt forgiveness plans offered by various politicians is that they “would not 

eliminate future student debt—not even close.” Thus the paper seeks credit for saying the 

called-for changes don’t go far enough to change the status quo that, with their pish-

poshing, they are implicitly defending. The piece ends with a virtual call to calm down, 

since “Although the nation’s $1.6 trillion outstanding student loan balance is shocking in 

the aggregate, it’s composed of many different kinds of borrowers and many different 

academic programs.” 



  

Conversations on Healthcare August 30 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Innovation in the Health Startup World: Venrock Partner Dr. Bob 

Kocher on New Ventures Driving Health Transformation 

 

This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Bob Kocher, a 

partner at Venrock, a venture capital entity investing in health IT and health services 

startups. He also advised the Obama Administration on health policy economics. He talks 

about emerging trends and new allia 

nces that are driving rapid innovation in health care, aimed at facilitating better primary 

care and behavioral health access, and facilitating home care.  

             

Grab-Bag Program   August 31 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Degrees of Separation: Higher Ed 

 

Natasha Warikoo studies how elite universities’ arguments for affirmative action can 

reinforce prejudiced assumptions about race. President Trump has spoken recently about 

reducing the already limited funds given to historically black colleges and universities 

(HBCUs). Marybeth Gasman explains why we still need HBCUs and talks about the 

explosion of other minority-serving institutions. Student loan numbers have skyrocketed 

in recent years, but some groups of students are affected more than others. Jason Houle 

explains how the burden of student debt follows the same social divides that much else 

does: race and class. Stephanie Cellini takes a look at the rise in for-profit colleges and 

universities and how they often take advantage of the students who are most in need of a 

leg up. 

 

Philosophy Talk  September 9  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic:  Philosophy Behind Bars 

 

In 1994, Congress eliminated federal funding for college education in prisons. It was, 

they argued, unjust for prisoners to be eligible for Pell grants when ordinary citizens 

could not afford higher education. However, research suggests that education in prisons 

has positive consequences, such as lower recidivism rates and an improved prison 

environment. So should we have education programs in prisons? Or is the point of prison 

to punish inmates for their crimes rather than giving them the education many non-felons 

never receive? John and Ken take a lesson from Jennifer Lackey, who teaches philosophy 

at Northwestern University and at Stateville Correctional Center near Chicago. 

 

Alternative Radio   September 5 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Economic Inequality Kills 

 

Given that people in the U.S. spend more money on health care than the rest of the world 

combined, then logic would dictate that we have the best health outcomes. Well, we 

don’t. Why? Increasing evidence from epidemiologists— the scientists who study the 

health of populations — indicates that everything from life expectancy to infant mortality 

to obesity, can be linked to the level of economic inequality within a given population. 



Almost a quarter of U.S. families live in poverty, the highest of all rich nations. Poor 

health and poverty go hand-in-hand.  Checkups are deferred. Pain is endured. People 

engage in wishful thinking, i.e., maybe that numbness in my foot will just go away. 

Single payer universal health care would go a long way toward addressing our absurdly 

expensive health care system and reducing the number of unnecessary early deaths. 

 

Counterspin   September 6  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Steven Rosenfeld on Gerrymander Ruling, Nathan Schneider on 

Alternative Economic Visions 

 

This week on CounterSpin: Corporate media often indulge in feel-goodism around 

Independence Day, presuming a shared, uncontested meaning attached to the day’s 

symbols, when for many the holiday in fact evokes the excoriating words of Frederick 

Douglass, who asked in 1852: “What to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I 

answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice 

and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your 

boasted liberty, an unholy license.” The distance between the democracy media talk 

about and the system we have is wrenching—and a recent Supreme Court ruling 

highlights right-wing efforts to increase that gap and set it in stone. We’ll talk about what 

the Court’s recent gerrymandering decision means for the whole idea of “one person/one 

vote” with Steven Rosenfeld, editor and chief correspondent at the Independent Media 

Institute’s Voting Booth project, and author of, most recently, Democracy Betrayed: How 

Superdelegates, Redistricting, Party Insiders and the Electoral College Rigged the 2016 

Election. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare September 6  7:00 a.m. 30 minuts 

Guest/Topic: 40 Million Patients Strong: Dr. Tom Delbanco on Success of 

OpenNotes 

 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome OpenNotes founder Dr. 

Tom Delbanco on his movement to make clinicians' notes visible to patients through their 

electronic health records. They discuss the early reluctance of clinicians to participate, the 

high level of satisfaction from patients gaining access to their notes, with 40 million 

patients now utilizing OpenNotes.  

             

Philosophy Talk  September 16  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Freedom of Speech on Campus 

 

In the last few years, conservatives and liberals alike have accused activists on college 

campuses of silencing contrary opinions. Many have argued—quite vociferously—that 

activists’ unwillingness to hear from people with opposing opinions endangers freedom 

of speech in higher education. But is there really an Orwellian threat to free speech on 

college campuses? Are activists’ demands for respect actually quashing freedom of 

thought? And when does one person’s freedom of speech impinge on another’s? John and 

Ken share a safe space with Greg Lukianoff, co-author of The Coddling of the American 

Mind. 



Big Picture Science  September 11  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: DNA is Not Destiny 

 

Heredity was once thought to be straightforward. Genes were passed in an immutable 

path from parents to you, and you were stuck – or blessed – with what you got. DNA 

didn’t change. 

But now we know that’s not true. Epigenetic factors, such as your environment and your 

lifestyle, control how your genes are expressed.  Meanwhile, the powerful tool CRISPR 

allows us to tinker with the genes themselves. DNA is no longer destiny. Hear the results 

from the NASA twin study and what happened to astronaut Scott Kelly’s DNA after a 

year on the International Space Station. Plus, whether there’s evidence that epigenetic 

changes can be passed down. And, if we can wipe out deadly malaria by engineering the 

mosquito genome for sterility, should we do it. 

 

Alternative Radio  September 12  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Surveillance Capitalism 

 

Surveillance Capitalism is a global architecture of behavior modification which poses 

profound threats to society. It was invented at Google, duplicated at Facebook, and has 

moved almost seamlessly into virtually every economic sector. Vast wealth is 

accumulated in an ominous new economic order where predictions of our behavior are 

bought and sold. Surveillance Capitalism has ominous consequences for democracy and 

humanity in the 21st century. It is based on extreme inequalities of knowledge and power. 

It claims human experience as a free source of raw material and challenges our autonomy 

and social solidarity. Our minds are being mined and harvested for data and are being 

fundamentally changed in the process. Surveillance Capitalism is a business model that 

Shoshana Zuboff says seeks growth by cataloguing our “every move, emotion, utterance 

and desire.” 

 

Counterspin   September 13  7:00 a.m.   30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Arun Gupta on No More Camps!, Zoe Carpenter on Oregon Power 

Grab 

 

This week on CounterSpin: The US is facing humanitarian and political crises, and media 

will be judged on how they choose to respond. When a government is holding people 

who have committed no crime in camps that Holocaust survivors describe as 

“concentration camps,” do you, as a media outlet, host dialog about how to put a stop to 

it—or about how there’s a debate about immigration policy in which there are many 

legitimate positions, one of which, maybe, is the concentration camp position? We’ll talk 

about that with journalist Arun Gupta, one of the organizers behind the NoMoreCamps! 

campaign. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare September 13  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: The Art of Compromise: Missouri Governor Jay Nixon on Navigating 

Health Policy in Hyper-partisan Times 



This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with former Missouri 

Governor Jay Nixon, now Senior Fellow at the Harvard TH Chan School of Public 

Health, on ways to create effective health policy in this hyper-partisan era. He discusses 

successful strategies he deployed as a Democratic governor in a red state that might prove 

effective across the country and in Washington.  

             

Grab-Bag Program  September 14  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Climate Gentrification 

 

Solutions to the climate crisis include driving cleaner cars, planting more trees, eating 

less meat. But how do our housing choices factor into this? Where we build housing and 

how close it is to mass transit has a big impact on our carbon footprint. Plans to green our 

cities should include new, urban housing that’s convenient to transportation. But this runs 

the risk of boosting the real estate market and gentrifying the neighborhood out of the 

reach of all but the wealthy. Can we build smart and affordable at the same time? 

 

Alternative Radio  September 12  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: How Hitler Happened 

 

The post-WW1 Weimar Republic in Germany was the height of European civilization. Its 

scientists and scholars led the world. Its Bauhaus architecture was the rage. Its arts 

featured such luminaries as Fritz Lang, Bertolt Brecht, Kurt Weill and Thomas Mann. 

Yet, out of this modern democracy sprang Nazism, German fascism, and one of the most 

barbaric regimes ever. How did Hitler happen? It is one of the most important questions 

of history. What happened in Germany has disturbing resonances for our own time. 

Fascist-like regimes are taking power in many countries. We ignore disturbing signs at 

our peril from torchlight parades in Charlottesville with crowds chanting, “Jews Will Not 

Replace Us” to a synagogue massacre in Pittsburgh to the murder of African-Americans 

in a church in Charleston. What can we learn from the past to ensure it doesn’t happen 

again? 

 

Counterspin   `September 13  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Brenda Choresi Carter on the Electability Myth, Lawrence 

Glickman on Racism & Euphemism 

 

This week on CounterSpin: There’s a vigorous public argument right now—mainly 

among Democrats, along with some IRBF’s, the Inexplicable Republican Best Friends to 

whom elite media offer op-ed space to offer assuredly good-faith counsel to Democrats 

— about “electability.” The upshot for many seems to be that to beat Trump, Democrats 

should run someone as much like him as possible, and must on no account run a 

“nontraditional” candidate, no matter how excited people are about them. It’s very “Fears 

Not Hopes” — and is it even true? A new data-driven study says no, actually; white men 

are not inherently more “electable” than women or people of color. We’ll talk about the 

Electability Myth with Brenda Choresi Carter, director of the Reflective Democracy 

Campaign. 

  



Conversations on Healthcare September 13  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic - Medicare-for-All on the Campaign Trail: Kaiser's Larry Levitt 

Explains It All 

 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Larry Levitt, Executive 

Vice President for Health Policy at the Kaiser Family Foundation who looks at the 

differences in proposals from the Democratic presidential candidates. He looks at 

variations in the "Medicare-for-all" proposals, how it would impact consumers, and 

examines the shifting role of insurance companies in the ongoing health policy debate. 

 

Philosophy Talk   September 13  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Changing Minds on Climate Change 

 

There is consensus among scientists that global warming is real and that it’s caused by 

human activity. Despite the overwhelming evidence and the urgency to act, there are still 

many who are skeptical of or flat-out deny climate change. Are these climate deniers 

simply impervious to scientific evidence? Or have they just not been exposed to the right 

kind of information? When it comes to ideologically driven views, is it possible to 

change people’s minds by appeal to facts? Or are humans hopelessly and incorrigibly 

irrational? The Philosophers don't deny talking to cognitive scientist Michael Ranney, 

head of the Reasoning Research Group at UC Berkeley. 

 

Alternative Radio   September 26  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Climate Disruption 

 

Ralph Nader points out the term climate change is a vast understatement and does not 

convey the gravity of what we are facing. He says, climate disruption is more accurate. 

Study after study, report after report make it clear that human activity is transforming our 

planet. With heat waves, droughts, wildfires, floods, melting ice sheets and rising sea 

levels, millions of people will be at risk. But the fossil-fuel industry with its insatiable 

hunger for profits continues its assault on the Earth. It has an ally in the president who 

claims to “have a natural instinct for science,” and asserts: “Any and all weather events 

are used by global warming hoaxsters to justify higher taxes.” Note that he asked for and 

obtained approval to build two sea barriers to protect his golf resort in Ireland from rising 

water. 

 

Counterspin    September 27  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Ed Morales on Puerto Rico Protests 

 

This week on CounterSpin: Someone was asleep in the Tone Deafness Department at the 

New York Times, and allowed the paper to describe Puerto Rico as a place where 

“people enjoy the benefits of American citizenship but cling to their own Spanish-

speaking culture.” Besides whatever the paper means by “clinging” to a culture, it’s 

weird to say Puerto Ricans do so despite the benefits of US citizenship they rather 

famously do not enjoy—like real representation in Congress. That tossed-off sentence is 

one hint that elite outlets are not the first place to look for a serious understanding of fast-



moving but deeply rooted events in Puerto Rico, where massive popular protests have 

just led to the resignation of Gov. Ricardo Rossello. We’ll talk about Puerto Rico with Ed 

Morales, he teaches at Columbia University’s Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race; 

he co-directed the documentary, Whose Barrio?, and he’s author of the forthcoming, 

Fantasy Island: Colonialism, Exploitation and the Betrayal of Puerto Rico. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare September 27  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Microsoft's Voice and AI Evangelist Noelle LaCharite Talks About 

Transforming Healthcare With Applied AI Coding 

 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Noelle LaCharite 

Principal Program Manager for Applied AI and Cognitive Services at Microsoft, and one 

of the original voice 'skills' developers for Amazon's Alexa. She talks about the promise 

of applied AI, machine learning and voice technology systems which enable coders, 

developers or anyone to create their own applications and voice skills to enhance and 

advance the health care experience.  

             

Grab-Bag Program   September 18  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Intelligence Squared: Can AI Change Your Mind? 

 

Intelligence Squared U.S. has debated Artificial Intelligence (AI) before – the risks, the 

rewards, and whether it can change the world – but for the first time, it debates with AI. 

IBM Project Debater is the first AI system designed to debate humans on complex topics 

using a combination of pioneering research developed by IBM researchers, including: 

data-driven speechwriting and delivery, listening comprehension, and modeling human 

dilemmas. Project Debater faces world-class debater Harish Natarajan. Will Project 

Debater change your mind? 


