
KTSW COMMUNITY ISSUES 10/01/2020 – 12/31/2020 (Placed in file 01/08/2021) 

There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by KTSW-FM 

89.9, San Marcos, Texas, along with the most significant programming treatment of 

those issues for the period of October 1, 2020 and December 31, 2020.  The listing is 

by no means exhaustive.  The order in which they appear does not reflect any 

priority or significance. 

 

 

Public Service Campaigns  10/01-12/31  Varies  45.5 hours 

 

KTSW-FM 89.9 airs multiple public service announcements covering many topics at 

various times throughout the day, totaling approximately 3.9 hours per week, 45.5 hours 

for this quarter.   

Philosophy Talk   October 5  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: How to Humbly Disagree 

People like to argue, especially Philosophy Talk listeners! But no matter how hard we try 

to resolve disputes through rational discourse, sometimes we may still disagree about 

important issues. One response to this predicament is simply to agree to disagree. But 

should the mere fact of disagreement lower our confidence in our views? Should we 

change how we judge our own beliefs when we realize that other people disagree? Or do 

we only have reason to doubt our beliefs when we learn that experts disagree with us? 

The Philosophy Talk hosts humbly welcome Nathan Ballantyne from Fordham 

University, author of Knowing Our Limits.  

Counterspin    October 9  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Laura Flanders on Journalism of Engagement 

This week on CounterSpin: This week is one for the books, as a grand jury refused to 

charge any of the police officers responsible for killing Breonna Taylor with her murder, 

the president said he would not commit to a peaceful transition of power should he lose 

the election, and states continued plans to reopen, even as cases of Covid-19 are starting 

back up again.  

The news often feels overwhelming. And overwhelm doesn’t generally encourage action. 

News media may not control what happens in the world, but the way they show it to us 

has a real impact on how we feel about it, and on what we think we can do about it.  

Laura Flanders, the original host of CounterSpin and the former director of the Women’s 

Desk at FAIR, practices a kind of journalism that’s meant to encourage engagement, not 

just in the stories it tells, but in the people who tell them.  The Laura Flanders Show is 

now moving to a bigger platform; it’ll be airing on public TV stations around the country. 

A propos of that, we’ll talk with her about what she hopes the show can achieve.  



Conversations on Healthcare October 9  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: The Opioid Crisis Hasn’t Gone Away: NIDA Director Dr. Nora 

Volkow on Addiction Epidemic Amid COVID-19 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Nora Volkow, 

Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse at the National Institutes of Health. Dr. 

Volkow discusses her pioneering work in brain imaging which has given us a window 

into how addiction works in the brain. She discusses her recent report on susceptibility to 

COVID-19 for those with Substance Use Disorder, her concerns about increase in 

overdoses during the pandemic, and the need to curtail the vaping industry which is 

leading to a dangerous spike in nicotine addiction among young adults.  

Grab-Bag Program   October 10  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic -Diaries of a Divided Nation 2020 

Over the past year, a team of audio journalists have documented the lives of seven 

ordinary people with different views, living in different places, and with different stakes 

in politics. Each participant has recorded their thoughts and experiences as the 

extraordinary events of 2020 have unfolded. These are their stories.  

Philosophy Talk   October 12  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Science and Skepticism 

In recent decades, we’ve witnessed intense cultural wars waged on scientifically 

established phenomena, such as climate change and the benefit of vaccines. Of course, 

we might agree that some degree of skepticism about the world around us is good—it 

would be impractical and even dangerous for us to blindly accept everything we are told 

as fact. But is skepticism always healthy? Or is there a point at which one’s skepticism 

regarding a given phenomenon becomes unwarranted or even detrimental form of 

denialism? And if there does exist such a point, how do we know when we’ve crossed it? 

Josh and Ray won't deny their discussion with Michael Shermer, author of Giving the 

Devil his Due: Reflections of a Scientific Humanist.  

Counterspin    October 16  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Steve Wamhoff on Trump’s Taxes  

This week on CounterSpin:  Taxes, particularly income taxes, have a special role in US 

media parlance: Vitally important but endlessly, and instrumentally, fungible. “Taxpayer 

dollars” are sacrosanct; we need to think very hard, every time it comes up, about how 

best to dedicate them: Do food stamps or public education make the cut?  But then, who 

contributes to this oh-so-important resource? Because at the same time, corporate media 

suggest the “Tax Man” is a villain, who pretty much steals your “hard-earned dollars”—

so, wink wink, smart people avoid paying taxes as much as possible.   

The between-the-lines upshot seems to be: The country runs on taxation, but if you have 

a lot to give, well then, you’ve earned the right to opt out. This weird, incoherent 

presentation is reaching some sort of flameout with the New York Times‘ much-



anticipated and fought-for reporting on Donald Trump’s tax returns—and the political 

and pundit scramble to define or interpret them—in ways that (it’s seeming like) might 

indict Trump, without calling into deep question the enabling system around him that 

media’s corporate owners and sponsors, protestations aside, endorse. It makes things a bit 

harder to parse for regular folks. But not impossible. We’ll talk about takeaways from 

Trump’s taxes with Steve Wamhoff, director of federal tax policy at the Institute on 

Taxation and Economic Policy.  

Conversations on Healthcare October 16  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: CMS Administrator Seema Verma Talks Expansion of Telehealth, 

Development of COVID-19 Vaccine and Answers Recent Allegations 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome Seema Verma, 

Administrator for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services under the Trump 

administration, a trillion dollar-a-year agency providing health coverage for 130 million 

vulnerable Americans on Medicaid and Seniors on Medicare. She discusses the agency’s 

dramatic transformation in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including hundreds of 

waivers lifting restrictions for providers across the country, a swift expansion of 

telehealth adoption, and Operation Warp Speed’s quest to provide a safe and efficacious 

vaccine for widespread distribution, once it is approved. She also addresses recent 

allegations around agency spending questions.  

 

Grab-Bag Program   October 17  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 
Topic - Pandemic and Protest 
 

Trigger event? Last straw? A portal to the future? Today on Stay Human, 

Winona LaDuke at White Earth and Frank Bibeau, Leech Lake, share their views of 

what's changing. Peter Pierson describes "The Gift of Not Knowing", and Itasca County's 

Sheriff urges us to "be vigilant." Spirit and courage on Stay Human 

Alternative Radio   October 22  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: What Have We Done to Democracy? 

It’s axiomatic that political discourse in the U.S. is becoming more and more extreme. 

There’s even talk of a coup. In textbook coups, martial law is declared. The internet and 

phones go dead. The opposition is jailed or killed. This is how we think of authoritarian 

regimes beginning. Yet Steven Levitsky says, “Democracies may die at the hands not of 

generals but of elected leaders.” He lays out a four-part test for identifying authoritarian 

leaders: rejecting democratic institutions, denying the legitimacy of political opponents, 

tolerating or encouraging violence and curtailing civil liberties. He notes, “With the 

exception of Richard Nixon, no major-party presidential candidate met even one of these 

four criteria over the last century. Donald Trump met all of them.” If we are not careful 

polarization can kill democracy.  

  



Counterspin    October 23  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Mary McCord on Unlawful Militias, Chip Gibbons on Assange 

Extradition  

This week on CounterSpin: In a conversation recorded just before we got word of the 

arrest of six members of the Michigan militia group calling itself the “Wolverine 

Watchmen” for conspiring to kidnap Michigan’s Democratic governor, Gretchen 

Whitmer, as part of a broader agenda of violent government overthrow, we talked with 

Mary McCord, a law professor at Georgetown University and legal director at the 

school’s Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection—and an expert on unlawful 

militias that manage to be part of the political landscape while somehow escaping 

rigorous media scrutiny.  

Also on the show, and also escaping scrutiny: In a London courtroom, WikiLeaks‘ Julian 

Assange, an Australian citizen, has been facing extradition to the US by request of US 

prosecutors, who want to try him under the Espionage Act and put him in prison, and 

likely solitary confinement, for life. Elite US news media have awards on their shelves 

for reporting based on WikiLeaks’ revelations of war crimes and other malfeasance by 

the US government. But that has not translated to defense of Assange, or even interest in 

his case—despite its unprecedented nature, and the implications it holds for all journalists 

who seek to reveal things the state would prefer hidden. We’ll talk about that with Chip 

Gibbons, policy director at Defending Rights and Dissent.  

Conversations on Healthcare October 23  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Dr. Anthony Fauci on COVID-19: What’s Working, What’s Not, and 

His Advice For America’s Youth 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Anthony Fauci, 

Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases at the National 

Institutes of Health, who is leading the COVID-19 response at the NIH. Dr. Fauci 

addresses the ongoing pandemic and concerning rise in daily infection rates in the US, 

vaccine development, monoclonal antibodies, and what we all need to be doing to stop 

the spread of the disease.  

 Grab-Bag Program   October 24  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic - Should College Athletes Be Paid? 

College sports is a big-money business, with football and basketball programs generating 

millions of dollars in revenue every year. While coaches and athletic directors in Division 

I programs routinely score seven-figure contracts, student-athletes are currently 

prohibited from sharing in the profits. Is it time to rewrite the rules in college sports and 

allow athletes their fair share of the profits? Or would providing monetary incentives -- 

above and beyond existing scholarships and career supports -- spoil the sport?  

 



Big Picture Science   November 4  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Skeptic Check: Stay Skeptical 

Whether you call it hooey, codswallop, or malarkey, misinformation is not what it used to 

be. It’s harder to spot now. New-school BS is often cloaked in the trappings of math, 

science, and statistics. Can you identify which tweets about a new COVID study are 

fraudulent? Plus, deceptive on-line advertisements that relentlessly beg for our attention. 

All in all, it’s a jungle out there. We have tips for getting through it.  

 

Alternative Radio   November 5  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 
Topic: Q&A in Albuquerque 
 
This recording, recently discovered in the piles at AR, features the great radical historian 

talking with students at UNM. He is asked about getting past the culture of denial of the 

powerful. Drawing on his vast knowledge of history he says, “It always takes time and 

persistence. Every movement looks like it is hopeless in the beginning. It seems people 

have no power. But then people took risks. The most important thing we can do is not to 

hold back. Resist authority. The more people speak out it encourages others to do the 

same. The American system is controlled but it has little openings. We have to take 

advantage of those openings.” He tells the students about his friend and fellow WWII vet, 

Kurt Vonnegut and a letter the New York Times refused to print.  

 

Counterspin    November 6  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  
Guest/Topic: Mitch Jones on Fracking’s Hazards, Matt Sutton on Drug War’s 
Victims 
This week on CounterSpin: Earlier this year, the New York Times ran a column helpfully 

headlined “The Simple Reason the Left Won’t Stop Losing,” in which David Leonhardt 

claimed that “left-wing movements…have often prioritized purity over victory,” and 

encouraged progressives to “break with orthodoxy.” One way to do that? By “announcing 

that fracking and nuclear energy are crucial to fighting climate change.” That fits with 

corporate media’s approach to fracking—which, as Joshua Cho noted for FAIR.org, 

prioritizes the supposed “risks” to the electoral prospects of Democrats who call for 

banning it over the prospects for human civilization’s survival. We’ll talk about why 

fracking is still bad with Mitch Jones, policy director at Food & Water Action and Food 

& Water Watch.  

Conversations on Healthcare November 6  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Public Health Expert Harvard's Dr. Howard Koh On Leveraging Best 

Weapon in the COVID-19 Fight 

This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Howard Koh, the 

Harvey V. Fineberg Professor of Public Health Leadership at the Harvard T. H. Chan 

School of Public Health. A former Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of 

Health and Human Services, and says the lack of a national public health response to the 

pandemic has led to poor outcomes in the US, but he says we can still turn that around 



with a solid national public health approach of mandatory masks, social distancing, and 

contact tracing to slow the dangerous new surge in the pandemic.  

 

Philosophy Talk   November 9  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Monstrous Technologies? 

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein raises powerful questions about the responsibilities of 

scientists to consider the impact of their inventions on the world. Are these questions as 

relevant now as they were 200 years ago? What insights, if any, should today’s 

technologists and disrupters glean from Shelley's story? What does it mean to take 

responsibility for one’s scientific or technological innovations? And what role should 

university educators play in ensuring that no new monsters are unleashed onto the world? 

The hosts have a monstrously fun conversation with Persis Drell, Provost and former 

Dean of Engineering from Stanford University.  

Big Picture Science   November 11  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Other Living World 

Reason for hope is just one thing that ecologist Carl Safina can offer.  He understands 

why many of us turn to nature to find solace during this stressful time. Safina studies the 

challenges facing the ultimate survival of many species, but also gives a portrait of 

animals from their point of view. He describes how diverse animals such as sperm 

whales, bear cubs, macaws, and chickens deal with uncertainty, and assert their quirky 

individuality while learning to become part of a community. So is it possible for us to 

reconnect not just with humanity, but also with the other living world?  

Counterspin    November 13  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Steven Rosenfeld on Vote Counting, Rey Fuentes on Rigging the Gig 

Economy 

This week on CounterSpin: As we record on Thursday, November 5, corporate media 

headlines would have you think it’s still a legitimately tight race for president, because 

they’re holding up Biden’s larger number of votes and delegates alongside Trump’s 

efforts to huff and puff and blow the house down. Part of the problem are media so 

invested in a both-sides, major-party frame that, even after election 2020, they fail to 

highlight the bigger break: between those who believe in the democratic project and those 

who do not. We’ll talk about the ongoing election with Steven Rosenfeld, editor and chief 

correspondent of Voting Booth, a project of the Independent Media Institute.  

Conversations on Healthcare November 13  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Health Law Scholar Professor Tim Jost: Roadmap After the Election 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Timothy Jost, Professor 

Emeritus at the Washington and Lee School of Law. Professor Jost is considered one of 

the preeminent analysts of health law in America, particularly the Affordable Care Act. 



He discusses the rocky road ahead for the health law with a Biden presidency blocked by 

a GOP controlled Senate and a heavily conservative-leaning Supreme Court which will 

soon hear another case aimed at repealing some, or all, of the ACA.  

Grab-Bag Program   November 14  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic -The Story: Veterans Day Special 

This immersive Veterans Day one hour special is narrated by Alec Baldwin and uncovers 

the backstories of six veterans who have built companies, products and brands that have 

changed the way we live. Listeners are invited to walk a mile in their shoes, and their 

identity is a secret until the climax. Veterans featured include Bob Ross, Pauline 

Cushman, Robin Quivers, Fred Smith, Virginia Hall, and Phil Knight.  

Alternative Radio   November 19  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Beyond the Politics of Despair 

Despair. We all experience it. It can lead to demoralization. What’s the antidote? 

Engagement. Finding kindred spirits and acting collectively. Building bonds of solidarity. 

Working toward the common good. John Lewis, long-time Georgia Congressperson and 

civil rights icon had this advice: “Do not get lost in a sea of despair. Be hopeful, be 

optimistic. Our struggle is not the struggle of a day, a week, a month, or a year, it is the 

struggle of a lifetime. Never, ever be afraid to make some noise and get in good trouble, 

necessary trouble.”  

Counterspin    November 20  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Steven Rosenfeld on Vote Counting, Rey Fuentes on Rigging the Gig 

Economy 

This week on CounterSpin: As we record on Thursday, November 5, corporate media 

headlines would have you think it’s still a legitimately tight race for president, because 

they’re holding up Biden’s larger number of votes and delegates alongside Trump’s 

efforts to huff and puff and blow the house down. Part of the problem are media so 

invested in a both-sides, major-party frame that, even after election 2020, they fail to 

highlight the bigger break: between those who believe in the democratic project and those 

who do not. We’ll talk about the ongoing election with Steven Rosenfeld, editor and chief 

correspondent of Voting Booth, a project of the Independent Media Institute.  

Also on the show: Uber, Lift and DoorDash bankrolled the most expensive campaign in 

US history to push through Proposition 22 in California, so they can keep denying 

workers benefits. The potential impact is huge for all gig workers…  

Conversations on Healthcare November 20  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Health Disparities: Dr. Uché Blackstock Talks About Advancing 

Health Equity 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Uché Blackstock, 

Founder and CEO of Advancing Health Equity, an organization dedicated to addressing 



racial disparities in American health care and in medical education. An Emergency 

Medicine physician and Medical Contributor to Yahoo News, Dr. Blackstock is a rising 

activist seeking to address inequities that greatly impact people of color and ethnic 

minorities – leading to poor health outcomes in the pandemic, and across the healthcare 

spectrum. She is also seeking to address a lack of diversity in medicine, and the 

challenges people of color encounter when entering the medical profession.  

Grab-Bag Program   November 21  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic -Science and Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving usually means we’re going big — way over the top. Twice the size bird we 

could possibly eat. More side dishes than the table can hold, and of course, so much pie. 

We travel great distances to see our families and friends — we hug, we eat, we argue, and 

we nap. On this special episode of The Pulse, we explore the traditions and rituals of 

Thanksgiving through a scientific lens. We hear stories about the neuroscience of 

gratitude — and how it can help us through grief; the environmental impact of our 

holiday feasts, from cranberries to food waste; and ask whether turkeys are really 

as dumb as they look.  

Philosophy Talk   November 23  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Are We All to Blame? 

Do we all contribute to big, systemic problems like racism and climate change? It’s easy 

to identify the pressing issues facing our world today, but it’s much more difficult to 

assign responsibility for them. Often the blame is placed on collectives — on entire 

governments, nations, and societies. But does the responsibility truly all fall to them? 

How can we identify precisely whose fault it is, for example, that we are experiencing 

climate change, or that hate crimes occur, or that there is a gender wage gap? Or do we as 

individuals hold a certain amount of responsibility for such pervasive, systemic issues? 

Josh and Ray avoiding pointing fingers with Maron Smiley from Brandeis University, 

author of Moral Responsibility and the Boundaries of Community.  

Big Picture Science   November 25  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Sex Post Facto 

Birds do it, bees do it, but humans may not do it for much longer. At least not for having 

children. Relying on sex to reproduce could be supplanted by making babies in the lab, 

where parents-to-be can select genomes that will ensure ideal physical and behavioral 

traits.  

Men hoping to be fathers should act sooner rather than later. These same advancements 

in biotechnology could allow women to fertilize their own eggs, making the need for 

male sperm obsolete.  

Counterspin    November 27  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Julie Hollar on Moving Democrats to the Right, Josh Bivens on 

Pandemic Unemployment 



This week on CounterSpin: After a historic election turnout, driven by mobilizations like 

Black Lives Matter, that signaled the longed-for end of the Trump presidency, it’s sad to 

see corporate Democrats leap to blame the left, including activists, for denying the party a 

landslide—and call for immediate, compensatory overtures to the right. Sad, but not 

surprising, as that’s been the practice of elite Democrats and their media abettors for 

decades.  

Conversations on Healthcare November 27  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Pandemic Takes 16 Trillion Out of Economy: Harvard Professor 

David Cutler Discusses His Research 

This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with renowned Harvard 

Economist David Cutler, whose recent report in the Journal of the American Medical 

Association projects the pandemic’s expected toll on the US Economy. Cutler warns that 

the dramatic death toll, more chronically ill Americans and a contracted economy will 

lead to a loss of 16 trillion dollars over the next ten years.  

Grab-Bag Program   November 28  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic -DEBATE: Is Social Media Good For Democracy? 

Critics argue that social media deepens political divisions and erodes trust in the 

democratic process. Will the power of social media be used as a force for good? Or do 

systemic flaws pose an irreversible threat to the world’s democratic institutions?  

Alternative Radio   December 3  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: An Indigenous People’s History 

The history of the U.S. is one of settler colonialism. The state was established on the 

basis of white male supremacy, slavery, land theft and genocide. “From sea to shining 

sea” the Native nations were decimated and dispossessed. The survivors herded into 

concentration camps. The genocidal policy reached its peak under President Andrew 

Jackson. Its ruthlessness was best articulated by Army general Thomas Jesup, who, in 

1836, wrote: “The country can be rid of them only by exterminating them.” Native people 

are still here. Today, there is growing support for their movements such as the campaign 

to abolish Columbus Day and replace it with Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The Dakota 

Access Pipeline resistance led by the Standing Rock Sioux was joined by many non-

Native allies. The action, though unsuccessful, captured the imagination of people 

everywhere. The struggle for indigenous rights continues.  

Counterspin    December 4  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Ricardo Salvador on US’s Dysfunctional Food System 

This week on CounterSpin: As those that celebrate tuck into our Thanksgiving dinner, 

this year as every year, we’re encouraged to be grateful for what we have, as symbolized 

by the food on the table. This year, as every year, we ought also to acknowledge 

the work that brings that harvest from the earth to the plate.  



Conversations on Healthcare December 4  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Pandemic Takes 16 Trillion Out of Economy: Harvard Professor 

David Cutler Discusses His Research 

This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with renowned Harvard 

Economist David Cutler, whose recent report in the Journal of the American Medical 

Association projects the pandemic’s expected toll on the US Economy. Cutler warns that 

the dramatic death toll, more chronically ill Americans and a contracted economy will 

lead to a loss of 16 trillion dollars over the next ten years.  

Grab-Bag Program   December 5  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic -Power Shift: Climate and Justice in 2020 

What is the role of power in deciding the fate of a planet? 2020 has seen a reckoning with 

various forms of power embedded in racial, gender, and generational identities. As we 

think about a transfer of U.S. presidential power, what can we learn about how other 

types of power are shaping our climate and our future? “It is precisely for people when 

they vote to not just think of the vote as voting for health or voting for schools or 

libraries, but to start connecting the dots,” says Dorceta Taylor, an original leader of the 

environmental justice movement. “That's another dimension of power.”  

Philosophy Talk   December 7  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Arts for All? 

When we think of “real” art, we often think of expensive, highbrow pieces that are 

displayed in museums and galleries, and critiqued by the elite. In fact, people commonly 

lament that they don’t know enough about art to truly understand or appreciate the works 

that they encounter. So should art aim to be accessible to everyone? Or is it ever okay to 

sacrifice accessibility for other competing aims that art can pursue? Do artists have a duty 

to make their work more available or accessible in other ways? Josh and Ray paint their 

masterpiece with Catharine Abell from the University of Oxford, author of Fiction: A 

Philosophical Analysis.  

Alternative Radio   December 10  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Class Struggle or Get It in the Neck 

The ruling class, and there is such a thing, assiduously attends to its needs. That is to say, 

to maintain and expand its power and wealth. How does it do that? By manipulation, 

propaganda and political influence. It deploys divide and rule tactics to not only distract 

most people but goads them to turn on one another. The idea is to get people to look 

down and not up at those who are in control. So your class enemy is not gazillionaires 

such as Jeff Bezos or Mark Zuckerman but it’s the poor guy down the street, out of work, 

who is behind in his rent, and his family doesn’t have enough food to eat. The boot is on 

his neck. How to get it off? Organize and resist.  

 

 



Counterspin    December 11  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Ricardo Salvador on US’s Dysfunctional Food System 

This week on CounterSpin: As those that celebrate tuck into our Thanksgiving dinner, 

this year as every year, we’re encouraged to be grateful for what we have, as symbolized 

by the food on the table. This year, as every year, we ought also to acknowledge 

the work that brings that harvest from the earth to the plate.  

Conversations on Healthcare December 11  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Biden COVID Task Force Member Michael Osterholm on Vaccine 

Perils and Promise 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome Dr. Michael Osterholm, 

newly appointed member of President-elect Biden’s COVID-19 Task Force. Director of 

the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy (CIDRAP) at the University of 

Minnesota, the renowned epidemiologist warns of dark days ahead as pandemic cases 

surge across America, but also sees great promise with the coming vaccines. Distribution, 

vaccine hesitancy and public skepticism will remain big hurdles.  

Grab-Bag Program   December 12  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic -Climate Courage 

Reports of wildfires, hurricanes, and extinctions are frightening, yet we rarely hear 

people talking about the mental health impact of these changes. This hour-long show 

explores how addressing the mental health impacts of climate change can make us more 

effective at combating it. Safe Space Radio combines compelling storytelling with 

practical expert guidance to give listeners the tools they need to start their own 

courageous conversations.  

Counterspin    December 18  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes  

Guest/Topic: Mary McCord on Unlawful Militias, Chip Gibbons on Assange 

Extradition 

This week on CounterSpin: In a conversation recorded just before we got word of the 

arrest of six members of the Michigan militia group calling itself the “Wolverine 

Watchmen” for conspiring to kidnap Michigan’s Democratic governor, Gretchen 

Whitmer, as part of a broader agenda of violent government overthrow, we talked with 

Mary McCord, a law professor at Georgetown University and legal director at the 

school’s Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection—and an expert on unlawful 

militias that manage to be part of the political landscape while somehow escaping 

rigorous media scrutiny.  

 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law.georgetown.edu%2Ficap%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cds46%40txstate.edu%7C2d515313e9e4486782fb08d89d620a0b%7Cb19c134a14c94d4caf65c420f94c8cbb%7C0%7C0%7C637432391685643732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OWApKq2k5ynAWJJT3hqzfGlTi3FSGPKLSm%2FJk1REP1E%3D&reserved=0


Conversations on Healthcare December 18  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Dr. Peter Hotez on COVID-19 Vaccine 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with notable vaccine scientist 

Dr. Peter Hotez, founding Dean of the National School of Tropical Medicine at the 

Baylor University College of Medicine. Author of “Preventing the Next Pandemic: 

Vaccine Diplomacy in a Time of Anti-Science”, Dr. Hotez warns deaths from COVID-19 

will continue to rise dramatically until a national program of masks, testing, and social 

distancing is in place. He warns that we are months away from widespread vaccine 

distribution, and that multiple vaccine candidates should be deployed by next year. He’s 

also calling for a national messaging strategy to counter the anti-vaccination sector, 

which he says is being fueled largely on the internet by Russian bots.  

Alternative Radio   December 24  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Beyond the Politics of Despair 

Despair. We all experience it. It can lead to demoralization. What’s the antidote? 

Engagement. Finding kindred spirits and acting collectively. Building bonds of solidarity. 

Working toward the common good. John Lewis, long-time Georgia Congressperson and 

civil rights icon had this advice: “Do not get lost in a sea of despair. Be hopeful, be 

optimistic. Our struggle is not the struggle of a day, a week, a month, or a year, it is the 

struggle of a lifetime. Never, ever be afraid to make some noise and get in good trouble, 

necessary trouble.” 

Counterspin    December 25  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Jessica Martinez on Gutting Worker Protections, Mitch Stoltz on 

Breaking Up Big Tech 

This week on CounterSpin: More than 308,000 US women, men and children have died 

of Covid-19. That devastating toll has been borne disproportionately by Black and brown 

people in dangerous occupations and at the short end of an unequal healthcare system. 

Workers in fields, factories and hospitals, endangered by the pandemic, are now held up 

as pawns, as some lawmakers look to make workers’ health and safety a “tradeoff” for 

Covid relief. We talk about efforts to gut worker protections under the guise of economic 

support with Jessica Martinez, co-executive director of the National Council for 

Occupational Safety and Health. 

Conversations on Healthcare December 25  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Guns, America and the “Violence Inside Us”: US Senator Chris 

Murphy Explores Origins of the Nation’s Gun Culture and His Own Odyssey for 

Reform 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with US Senator Chris 

Murphy of Connecticut, whose critically acclaimed new book examines America’s long, 

unique history of violence and its embedded gun culture. His book, “The Violence Inside 

Us: A Brief History of an Ongoing American Tragedy”, examines the birth and growth of 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalcosh.org%2FSafe-and-Just-Return-To-Work-Toolkit%23overlay-context%3DSafe-and-Just-Return-To-Work-Toolkit&data=04%7C01%7Cds46%40txstate.edu%7C1984785939c7441dfd4608d8a51d6636%7Cb19c134a14c94d4caf65c420f94c8cbb%7C0%7C0%7C637440892977363015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LDRXfg9Q5C9m2fACQgp63kbEs1Kd0v30evpOxMp6Dpo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalcosh.org%2FSafe-and-Just-Return-To-Work-Toolkit%23overlay-context%3DSafe-and-Just-Return-To-Work-Toolkit&data=04%7C01%7Cds46%40txstate.edu%7C1984785939c7441dfd4608d8a51d6636%7Cb19c134a14c94d4caf65c420f94c8cbb%7C0%7C0%7C637440892977363015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LDRXfg9Q5C9m2fACQgp63kbEs1Kd0v30evpOxMp6Dpo%3D&reserved=0


America’s gun culture, the conditions that perpetuated it, and his quest to pass sane gun 

laws in response to the Sandy Hook School shooting. 

Philosophy Talk  December 28   7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Faith and Humility 

Who is the more intellectually humble: the believer who puts their faith in a higher 

power, or the nonbeliever who sees no evidence for one? 

Big Picture Science  December 30   7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Handling the Holidays 

The stress of the holidays can make you want to hide under the covers with a warm cup 

of cocoa.  From gift buying to family gatherings, the holidays can feel like being inside a 

pressure cooker.  But don’t despair!  Science can help make the holidays a little brighter, 

from some gift-giving tips from our animal friends to embracing pessimism before a 

challenging social event to stopping that annoying merry melody on repeat in your head. 

Alternative Radio  December 31   7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Journalism: Truth or Propaganda 

“An informed democracy will behave in a responsible fashion,” said Jefferson. And what 

happens to democracy when one of the major pillars of information, journalism is under 

attack from the highest office in the land? We live in an era where the president openly 

singles out journalists by name and denounces them. And when he’s at a rally he incites 

his followers to hiss and boo the press. “Fake news,” he tweets. The media are “a stain on 

America.” Apparently, any journalist that does not express admiration and adoration for 

the president is not doing his or her job. Only Fox can be trusted. Journalism, at least in 

theory, has one essential job: to dig out and communicate the facts about what powerful 

individuals and institutions are doing. And to hold them accountable. No one is above 

criticism. 

 


