
KTSW COMMUNITY ISSUES 10/01/2019 – 12/31/2019 (Placed in file 01/10/2020) 

There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by KTSW-FM 

89.9, San Marcos, Texas, along with the most significant programming treatment of 

those issues for the period of October 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019.  The listing is 

by no means exhaustive.  The order in which they appear does not reflect any 

priority or significance. 

 

 

Public Service Campaigns  10/01-12/31  Varies  45.5 hours 

 

KTSW-FM 89.9 airs multiple public service announcements covering many topics at 

various times throughout the day, totaling approximately 3.9 hours per week, 45.5 hours 

for this quarter.   

 

Categories & topics include: 

 

Texas State Student Services: Financial Aid & Scholarships 

Broadcast Community: Boys & Girls Club, Hays/Caldwell Women’s Center 

Environmental: Help Mother Nature 

Health and Wellness: STD Awareness, Skin Care, Eating Disorders 

Safety: Water Safety, Texting & Driving, Bat Handling, Responsible Alcohol 

Consumption 

Philosophy Talk   October 7  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Queerness 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Transsexual… it is safe to say that new ideas of 

gender and sexuality have broken into mainstream consciousness within the past few 

decades. What underlies each of these identities, however, is the notion of Queerness. But 

what defines what it means to be queer? Is it as much a political identity as it is a sexual 

or gender identity? How does ‘queerness’ subvert or challenge our notions of gender and 

sexuality? John and Ken welcome Susan Stryker from the University of Arizona, author 

of Transgender History: The Roots of Today's Revolution. 

Big Picture Science   October 2  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes: 

Topic: Skeptic Check: Flat Earth 

The Earth is not round.  Technically, it’s an oblate spheroid.  But for some people, the 

first statement is not even approximately correct.  Flat Earthers believe that our planet 

resembles – not a slightly squashed grapefruit – but a thick pancake.   A journalist who 

covered a Flat Earth convention describes the rationale behind this ever-more popular 

belief.  

So how do you establish science truth?  We look at the difference between a truly 

scientific examination of extraordinary claims and approaches that feel and look science-

y but aren’t. Find out how one man will use telescopes and balloons in the desert to 

demonstrate that the Earth is a globe, while a biologist runs a test on the waters of Loch 



Ness to see if it contains prehistoric reptile DNA. And what happens when amateur 

investigators chase ghosts, UFOs, and Bigfoot with science instruments, but without an 

understanding of the scientific method. 

Alternative Radio   October 3  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Origins of Radical Right-Wing Power 

The history of the anti-government and anti-democratic politics that have transformed the 

U.S. in recent years is largely obscured from view. The radical right’s agenda includes: 

suppression of voting rights, privatization of everything from schools to Medicare to 

Social Security to public lands, elimination of unions and limiting majority rule. Core 

beliefs also include: there is no problem tax cuts won’t solve and that the best kind of 

regulation is no regulation. Let industry decide. And the intellectual godfather of this 

extreme right-wing thinking? Someone you’ve probably never heard of. James McGill 

Buchanan, a Nobel Prize-winning economist. And the money to promote his ideas comes 

mostly from billionaire Charles Koch. These ideological positions have moved from 

beyond the fringe to where they are openly discussed and legislation is proposed. If these 

forces get their way democracy will be in chains. 

Counterspin    October 4  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: - Sriram Madhusoodanan on Fossil Fuel Investigations, Amin 

Husain on Decolonizing Museums 

This week on CounterSpin: The harms of climate disruption are already terrible and will 

only get worse, and despite what appears to be some people’s magical thinking, no one 

will be unaffected. What’s more, the drivers of climate disruption are known, and it isn’t 

people who leave the lights on. What’s missing is a public and media dialog that features 

fossil fuel industries and their leaders accurately, as roadblocks to the climate justice 

solutions we desperately need. While federal inaction and even regression is distressing, 

some state attorneys general are pushing forward for accountability. We’ll talk about that 

movement with Sriram Madhusoodanan, deputy campaigns director with the group 

Corporate Accountability. 

Conversations on Healthcare October 4  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: AMA's First African American Female President, Dr. Patrice Harris 

on Quest for Health Equity 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Patrice Harris, the 

174th President of the American Medical Association and the first African American 

woman to hold the post. She talks about the AMA's efforts to innovate for the evolving 

health care of the 21st century, with a focus on tackling the opioid crisis, addressing 

racial disparities in the medical profession, and advancing health coverage, equity and 

behavioral health parity for all Americans. 

 



Philosophy Talk   October 14  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Knowing What We Know (And What We Don't) 

It seems like we know many facts about ourselves and the world around us, even if there 

vastly many others we know that we don’t know. But how do we know if what we 

believe to be true is really knowledge? Can our beliefs be both justified and true, yet still 

not count as genuine knowledge? If so, then how much confidence should we really have 

in our beliefs? Is there a way to strike a balance between paralyzing skepticism, on the 

one hand, and dogmatic conviction, on the other? John and Ken know that their guest is 

Baron Reed from Northwestern University, co-editor of Skepticism: From Antiquity to 

the Present. 

Alternative Radio   October 10  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Second Thoughts on the First Amendment 

“Congress shall make no law…abridging freedom of speech.” There it is. Plain and 

simple. The First Amendment to the Constitution. But since 9/11 that amendment has 

been under sustained attack. Whistleblowers John Kiriakou, Julian Assange, Chelsea 

Manning, Edward Snowden, and others are hounded, threatened and imprisoned by the 

U.S. government. A fascinating and compelling account of past and present efforts to 

secure and expand political and social rights for workers, women and African-Americans. 

A classic Zinn from our archives. 

Counterspin    October 11  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Ruha Benjamin on Race After Technology 

This week on CounterSpin: Listeners may have heard about the electronic soap 

dispensers whose light sensors can’t detect black skin, Google and Flickr‘s automatic 

image-labeling that—oops— tagged photos of black people with “ape” and “gorilla.” An 

Asian-American blogger wrote about her Nikon digital camera that kept asking, “Did 

someone blink?” And you can, I’m afraid, imagine what turns up in search engine results 

for “3 black teenagers” vs. “3 white teenagers.”  Some examples of discriminatory design 

are obvious—which doesn’t mean the reasons behind them are easy to fix. And then there 

are other questions around technology and bias—in policing, in housing, in banking—

that require deeper questioning. That questioning is the heart of a new book, called Race 

After Technology: Abolitionist Tools for the New Jim Code. CounterSpin spoke with 

author Ruha Benjamin; she’s associate professor of African-American studies at 

Princeton University and author, also, of People’s Science: Bodies and Rights on the 

Stem Cell Frontier. 

Conversations on Healthcare October 11  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic - 2020 Democratic Presidential Contender Montana Governor Steve 

Bullock on Health Care, Climate Change and Gun Safety 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Montana Governor and 

2020 Democratic Presidential Candidate Steve Bullock. They discuss his views on 



strengthening the Affordable Care Act, protecting women's health rights, taking action on 

climate change, enacting sensible gun laws, and reducing the influence of dark money on 

American politics. 

 

Grab-Bag Program    October 12  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Radio Ecoshock: On The Road to Extinction 

 

Scientists worry climate shift could lead to 6th mass extinction. New science from the 

past & the present. Interview with Yale's Mark Pagani, paper from Glikson, clips from 

Jackson & Ward tie it together. 

Big Picture Science   October 16  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Granting Immunity 

“Diversity or die” could be your new health mantra. Don’t boost your immune system, 

cultivate it! Like a garden, your body’s defenses benefit from species diversity.  Find out 

why multiple strains of microbes, engaged in a delicate ballet with your T-cells, join 

internal fungi in combating disease. Plus, global ecosystems also depend on the diversity 

of its tiniest members; so what happens when the world’s insects bug out?  

Alternative Radio - The Working Class - 10/17 

Warren Buffett, the much-admired genius investor and one of the world’s richest men 

said, “There’s class warfare, all right, but it’s my class, the rich class, that’s making war, 

and we’re winning.” And who are the losers? The working class, people who work for an 

hourly wage or are salaried. The ruling class has driven down wages and benefits, 

smashed unions, and cut programs that protect the disadvantaged. All of this at a time 

when income and wealth inequality has reached historic extremes. Who’s to blame? In a 

classic example of divide and rule immigrants are demonized and scapegoated. It’s all 

their fault. Not the bosses and CEOs who make oodles of money. Can the working class, 

long taken for granted by the Democratic Party, be a force for positive progressive 

change? How might it overcome its own internal divisions and contradictions? 

Counterspin    October 18  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Ernest Coverson on Guns & Human Rights, Carey Gillam Under 

Attack From Monsanto 

This week on CounterSpin: The US undoubtedly needs better health care, including 

mental health care, and blithely violent cultural media is nothing to celebrate; but there is 

no actual mystery about the main reason behind the gun violence this country sees every 

day of the year—and that sometimes explodes into mass shootings, like those in El Paso 

and Dayton: It’s. the. guns. US law and policy undeniably reflects a greater value on the 

ability of some people to own weapons than on the ability of all people to be safe from 

gun violence. Vast majorities of Americans support serious regulation, but corporate 

media debate still seems to revolve around the supposed “rights” of the few, rather than 

the right of the many to live a life free from this scourge. We’ll talk about what it means 



to apply a human rights framework to gun violence with Ernest Coverson, End Gun 

Violence campaign manager at Amnesty International USA. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare October 18  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: From Civil Rights to the ACA: House Majority Whip James 
Clyburn on Fight for Health Equity in America 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter celebrate 10 years on the air and 

our 500th episode with Congressman James Clyburn (D-SC), House Majority Whip and 

the third ranking Democrat in Congress. He talks about the legacy of the Affordable Care 

Act in advancing health equity, and the need to strengthen the nation's community health 

centers through a national broadband and telehealth initiative to more effectively deploy 

quality health care to all Americans. 

Philosophy Talk   October 28  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Allure of Authoritarianism 

In George Orwell’s 1984, the party’s “final, most essential command” was “to reject the 

evidence of your eyes and ears.” Authoritarian regimes call on us to accept as fact 

whatever they tell us; or worse, as Hannah Arendt says, they get us to a point where we 

no longer know—or care about—the difference between fiction and reality. So why are 

so many so willing to reject the evidence of their senses and deny basic, confirmable 

truths? Is there something about human psychology that makes us susceptible to 

totalitarian propaganda? And as the appeal of authoritarian leaders grows around the 

world, how do we guard against such radical thought manipulation? Josh and Ken are 

lured to Michael Lynch from the University of Connecticut, author of Know-It-All 

Society: Truth and Arrogance in Political Culture.  

Alternative Radio   October 24  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Pushing Back at Amazon 

Amazon, the retail behemoth, is named after the giant river in South America. The 

company began in the Seattle area in 1994. Since then it has not just grown and expanded 

but has transformed marketing. Consumers are attracted to in some instances, lower 

prices but overwhelmingly it’s the sheer convenience of online shopping and home 

delivery. But all is not rosy for Amazon’s hundreds of thousands of workers. They are 

pushing back, demanding better wages, working conditions and benefits. Again, as we 

see elsewhere in the corporate world the lack of a union to back up worker needs is 

glaring. Organizing is difficult and management likes it that way. Some politicians are 

saying Amazon is too big and too powerful and needs to be either broken up or more 

carefully regulated. 

Counterspin     October 25  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Sasha Abramsky on Trump’s New Attack on Immigrants 

This week on CounterSpin: The Trump administration planned massive ICE workplace 

raids for the first day of school that included no plans for children coming home to empty 



houses; they tried to find a way to block undocumented kids from going to public 

schools; they refuse to give flu vaccines to migrant children in custody, even after several 

deaths; and they’ve just announced a new rule dictating there be “no limit“ on how long 

migrant families can be detained. When that same administration announces changes to 

“public charge” rules that link visas or deportation to an immigrant’s being deemed likely 

to possibly rely on government aid—what’s the point of relaying earnestly, as does the 

Washington Post, the Trump team’s claim that it’s “seeking to bring precision to an 

existing tenet of law that has lacked a clear definition,” or of typing the words, “The 

administration has portrayed the rule as a way to promote sufficiency and independence 

among immigrants,” as they did at The Hill? Orwell’s 1984 may be overquoted, but one 

to hold on to: “The object of persecution is persecution. The object of torture is torture. 

The object of power is power.” So who, at this point, is served when corporate media 

consider Trump’s cruel attacks on immigrants in any context other than cruelty? 

  

Conversations on Healthcare October 25  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Quest to Improve Maternal And Childhood Health: Dr. Diana 
Bianchi Talks About Research Mission at the NICHD 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Diana Bianchi, 

Director of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human 

Development at the NIH, the largest funder of health research in the world. She oversees 

a $1.5 billion budget conducting research in all phases of child health from maternal and 

reproductive health, to infant diagnostics, adolescence into adulthood, and all people with 

intellectual disabilities.  

Big Picture Science   October 30  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Skeptic Check: Brain Gain 

Looking to boost your brainpower?  Luckily, there are products promising to help.  Smart 

drugs, neurofeedback exercises, and brain-training video games all promise to improve 

your gray matter’s performance.  But it’s uncertain whether these products really 

work.  Regulatory agencies have come down hard on some popular brain training 

companies for false advertising. But other brain games have shown benefits in clinical 

trials.  And could we skip the brain workout altogether and pop a genius pill instead? In 

our monthly look at critical thinking, we separate the pseudo from the science of 

commercial cognitive enhancement techniques. 

Alternative Radio   October 31  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Fixing Democracy 

Around the world democracy is in trouble. Autocrats have come to power. In the U.S. 

democracy is compromised by a political system awash in money, gerrymandering, voter 

suppression and that absurd relic, the electoral college. One of the principal designers of 

the U.S. system of governance was James Madison. He said the main task of government 

is “to protect the opulent minority against the majority.” The latter being me and you. 

And pretty much that’s been the orientation of the state. Here and there a Progressive Era, 

a New Deal, or a Great Society occur but basically rulers try and keep the donor and 



landed gentry class happy. Democracy is more like a plutocracy. It is still alive but not at 

all healthy. It needs fixing. Only an informed and mobilized citizenry can reverse the 

ominous trajectory we are on. 

Counterspin    November 1  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topics - Mark Trahant on Indigenous and the Election; Tea Party 

Revisionism 

This week on CounterSpin: An article in the New Republic about this month’s historic 

Native American Presidential Forum ends by citing OJ Semans from the organizing 

group Four Directions, who says the event was ultimately less about the candidates than 

about the 5 million Natives across the country, and the possibility of their seeing 

government as representing rather than oppressing them. We’ll talk about electoral issues 

in indigenous communities with Mark Trahant, moderator of that presidential forum and 

editor of Indian Country Today. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare November 1  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Vaping and the Rise of Teen Nicotine Addiction: Warnings and 
Solutions from Matthew Myers, CEO of Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids 
 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Diana Bianchi, 

Director of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human 

Development at the NIH, the largest funder of health research in the world. She oversees 

a $1.5 billion budget conducting research in all phases of child health from maternal and 

reproductive health, to infant diagnostics, adolescence into adulthood, and all people with 

intellectual disabilities.  

Grab-Bag Program   November 2  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Carolyn Miller: Digital Storytelling and Social Media 

Carolyn Handler Miller is one of the pioneering writers in the field of interactive media 

and digital storytelling, leading the field since the early 1990s. She is currently revising 

the fourth edition of her classic, Digital Storytelling: A Creator's Guide to Interactive 

Entertainment, from Focal Press. Her work as a digital storyteller includes entertainment, 

educational, informational and training projects made for platforms such as CD-ROMs, 

kiosks, the Web, smart toys,  and integrated media projects. 

Philosophy Talk   November 11  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Conscious Machines 

Computers have already surpassed us in their ability to perform certain cognitive tasks. 

Perhaps it won’t be long till every household has a super intelligent robot who can 

outperform us in almost every domain. While future AI might be excellent at appearing 

conscious, could AI ever actually become conscious? Would forcing conscious robots to 

work for us be akin to slavery? And could we design AI that specifically lacks 

consciousness, or is consciousness an emergent property of intelligence? Josh and Ken 



welcome Susan Schneider, Director of the AI, Mind and Society Group at the University 

of Connecticut and author of Artificial You: A.I. and the Future of Your Mind.  

Big Picture Science   November 6  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Skeptic Check: Data Bias 

Sexist snow plowing?  Data that guide everything from snow removal schedules to heart 

research often fail to consider gender.  In these cases, “reference man” stands in for 

“average human.”   Human bias also infects artificial intelligence, with speech 

recognition triggered only by male voices and facial recognition that can’t see black 

faces.  We question the assumptions baked into these numbers and algorithms. 

Alternative Radio   November 7  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Beyond Money 

Money, you know, is the root of all evil. The pursuit of it no matter the consequences has 

led to us, as the New York Times describes it, “speeding toward environmental 

catastrophe.” Unregulated predatory capitalism and its obsession with generating profits 

no matter the cost to Nature is endangering civilization as we know it. Globally people, 

young people in particular, are demanding action. Teenagers like Greta Thunberg, Xiye 

Bastida, Haven Coleman, Isra Hirsi, Alexandria Villasenor and groups like the Sunrise 

movement, Extinction Rebellion and 350.org are leading the way and working for a 

future that is safe and secure from climate disruption. All over the world in late 

September and going forward there will be strikes, walkouts and other actions. We must 

move from a money-oriented society to one in harmony with and respect for the Earth. 

Counterspin    November 8  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Hassan El-Tayyab on US Out of Yemen, Kate Bronfenbrenner on 

Labor Board vs. Labor 

This week on CounterSpin: A UN panel has just announced that the US could be deemed 

complicit in war crimes being carried out in Yemen. “Third state” parties, including the 

US, that supply weapons and other support “[perpetuate] the conflict,” the panel said, and 

contribute to the immiseration of Yemen, where a near-incomprehensible 80% of the 

population require humanitarian aid. US media bring images of Yemen’s suffering, but 

you could think it was happening on Mars, if the dots are not connected between the 

bombs and the hunger and the cholera, and elected US congressmembers voting again 

and again to be part of it. We’ll talk about how to change that with Hassan El-

Tayyab,  legislative representative for Middle East policy at the Friends Committee on 

National Legislation.  

 

 



Conversations on Healthcare November 8  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Democratic Presidential Hopeful John Delaney on His Market-Based 

Approaches to Universal Health Care and Addressing Climate Change 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome another 2020 Presidential 

candidate to Conversations on Health Care, former Maryland Congressman and 

entrepreneur John Delaney. They discuss his record as a centrist Democrat who favors 

more market-based approaches to universal health care, which gives all Americans access 

to coverage, but keeps private payers in the mix, providing more consumer choice than 

Medicare for All. He favors a carbon tax approach to addressing climate change to foster 

US innovation to reduce reliance on fossil fuels. 

 

Grab-Bag Show Program - GW Global Media Institute Social Media, Global 

Change - 11/9 

A wave of demonstrations and protests swept the globe this year as revolutions in Tunisia 

and Egypt went "viral" on the World Wide Web. Alberto Ibargüen, President and CEO of 

the Knight Foundation, Matt Winkler, Co-Founder and Editor-in-Chief of Bloomberg 

News, and philanthropist Howard G. Buffet join PBS NewsHour's Judy Woodruff at the 

Newseum in Washington, D.C. to discuss how Facebook and Twitter-feeds continue to 

fuel the fight for freedom overseas. 

Philosophy Talk   November 18  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Limits of Medical Consent 

In our healthcare system, parents normally make medical decisions for their kids because, 

we think, children are not competent to make such decisions for themselves. Similarly, 

we permit doctors to violate or defer consent for mentally incompetent adults. But where 

do we draw the line for what constitutes ‘incompetence’? Should severely depressed 

patients, for example, have the right to decide for themselves whether or not they want 

treatment? What makes a patient so incompetent, they should be precluded from making 

their own decisions? John and Ken consent to talk to Jodi Halpern from the UC Berkeley 

School of Public Health, author of From Detached Concern to Empathy: Humanizing 

Medical Practice. 

Alternative Radio   November 14  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The State/Finance Nexus 

The contemporary capitalist economic system has an extraordinary component to it. That 

is the connection between the government, and the financial sector, the big banks. What 

banks? The Big 5 are JPMorgan Chase, Bank of America, Wells Fargo, Goldman Sachs 

and Citigroup. Their assets are in the trillions of dollars. The economic and political 

implications of capital resources of that magnitude are enormous. Regulations have been 

relaxed creating the way for another financial meltdown. But if the banks do get into 

trouble the state is there to bail them out as it did in the crash of 2007-2008. Some are 

calling for the breakup of the big banks. That will be a tough task as the state/finance 



nexus is so tight but it is an issue that must be addressed. There is also an alternative 

model, publicly-owned banks as in the case of North Dakota. 

Counterspin    November 15  7:00 a.m 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Marjorie Cohn on Afghanistan’s Unending War, Amit Narang on 

Deregulation & Corporate America 

This week on CounterSpin: Just after September 11, 2001, Time magazine published a 

special issue that ended with the words of Lance Morrow. “A day cannot live in infamy 

without the nourishment of rage,” Morrow wrote; “let’s have rage.” Calling for America 

to “explore the rich reciprocal possibilities of the fatwa,” Morrow called explicitly for 

“hatred,” and “a policy of focused brutality.” New Yorkers who were here remember 

vigils, hugs from strangers and signs all over the streets reading, “Our grief is not a cry 

for war.” But war is what came, to the delight of media’s Morrows—first to Afghanistan, 

which the US invaded on October 7, 2001, and never left. We’ll talk about that ongoing 

legacy of September 11, 2001, with Marjorie Cohn, professor emerita at Thomas 

Jefferson School of Law, and author of, most recently, Drones and Targeted Killing: 

Legal, Moral and Geopolitical Issues.  

  

Conversations on Healthcare November 15 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Addressing Upstream Causes of Poor Health: UCSF's Dr. Kirsten 
Bibbins-Domingo on Embedding Social Determinants Into Healthcare - 11/15 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Kirsten Bibbins-

Domingo, Chair of the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the University of 

California at San Francisco, who recently chaired a committee at the National Academy 

of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine on the social determinants of health. She 

discusses their report on ways to incorporate social care into health care, shifting the 

American health system towards better management of upstream causes of poor health. 

 

Grab-Bag Program   November 16  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Climate One: Scorched Earth: Culture and Climate Under Siege 

 

From the Amazon to the Congo to California, our planet’s forests are being decimated. 

And along with them, the stability of our climate. Why? Because trees are among our 

most effective weapons against carbon emissions. The Amazon alone is responsible for 

removing five percent of the world’s 40 billion tons of CO2 emissions from the air each 

year. When forests burn, carbon storage is lost -- along with biodiversity, indigenous 

culture, and more. Join us for a conversation about the climate factors and the global 

consumerism driving deforestation, as well as the seeds of change being planted by 

organizations, corporations, governments and individuals. 

Philosophy Talk   November 25  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Hobbes and the Ideal Citizen 

Seventeenth century philosopher Thomas Hobbes believed that without government to 

control our worst impulses, life would be 'solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.' 



Consequently, he thought that absolute monarchy is the best form of government. So is 

Hobbes’ ideal citizen simply someone who is willing to submit to absolute authority, or 

are there other features the ideal citizen must have? What flaws would make a subject 

bad, or worse, a threat to peace in the realm? And are there any lessons modern 

democracies can learn from Hobbes’ political philosophy? The Philosophers submit to 

Stanford political scientist Alison McQueen, author of Political Realism in Apocalyptic 

Times. 

Big Picture Science   November 20  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Rip Van Winkle Worm 

Your shower pipes are alive.  So are your sinks, books, and floorboards.  New studies of 

our homes are revealing just what species live there – in the thousands, from bacteria to 

flies to millipedes.  Meanwhile, life keeps surprising us by popping up in other 

unexpected places: the deep biosphere houses the majority of the world’s bacteria and the 

Arctic tundra has kept worms frozen – but alive – for 40,000 years. We embrace the 

multitude of life living on us, in us, and – as it turns out – in every possible ecological 

niche.  Most of it is harmless, some is beneficial, and it’s all testament to the amazing 

diversity and adaptability of life.  In addition, the hardiest organisms suggest where we 

might find life beyond Earth. 

Alternative Radio   November 21  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Debate on Humanitarian Intervention 

Humanitarian intervention is always cloaked in altruism. Noam Chomsky says, “Almost 

every aggressive act by any great power is justified on humanitarian grounds.” Helping 

people who are suffering is laudable but injecting military force can lead to even worse 

outcomes. Libya is a perfect example of what can go wrong. The specter of atrocities was 

raised. A U.S., U.K., France and Canada bombing campaign ensued. The attacks 

destroyed most of Libya’s infrastructure and killed thousands, leaving the country, 

Chomsky adds, “in the hands of warring militias.” In addition, there has been a flow of 

arms and jihadis into West Africa and the Middle East, which has become the major 

source of radical terrorism in the world – largely a consequence of so-called humanitarian 

intervention in Libya.” We should be very leery when this doctrine is invoked as a 

justification for intervention. 

Counterspin    November 22  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Maha Hilal on Anti-Muslim Watchlist, Dana Brown on Public 

Option for Pharmaceuticals 

This week on CounterSpin: A District Court judge ruled that the Terrorist Screening 

Database, or Watchlist as it’s usually called, is unconstitutional—people don’t know 

when they’re on it, they can be added with zero evidence of criminal activity, and the 

designation follows them everywhere. What the judge didn’t say was that the whole idea 

of the watchlist, created in a context of anti-Islamic bias and ignorance, is untenable, and 

that the whole frame of Muslims vs. national security needs to be upended. We’ll talk 



about the assuredly positive ruling—and its limits—with Maha Hilal, co-director of the 

Justice for Muslims Collective. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare November 22 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Primary Care Transformation Pioneer Dr. Tom Bodenheimer on 
Need for More Team-Based Health Care 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome a giant in the world of 

primary care transformation, Dr. Tom Bodenheimer, Co-Director of the Center for 

Excellence in Primary Care at the University of California San Francisco. They discuss 

Dr. Bodenheimer's "Ten Building Blocks for High-Performing Primary Care" which 

offers essential guidelines for improving primary care practices and patient health 

outcomes through better use of teams, data, health coaching and reducing administrative 

burdens in the clinical setting. 

 Grab-Bag Show Program  November 23  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Steve Pomeranz Hour : The Impact Of Technology On Human Lives 

8 More Ways To Save The Most Money, Ever, Understanding Today's Most Popular 

Investment: ETFs, Do You Have Good Debt Or Bad Debt? Need A Moving Company? 

Be Careful Who You Hire, The Impact Of Technology On Human Lives. 

Philosophy Talk   December 2  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Should Beliefs Aim at Truth? 

If beliefs can be described as having a goal or purpose, then surely that is something like 

aiming at the truth. Yet we all hold many false beliefs too. Do these false beliefs fail to 

meet their goal? Or are there some things we believe simply because they make us feel 

good? Could the goal of beliefs sometimes be to provide comfort? Or must all beliefs—

unlike, say, desires and wishes—be based on some kind of justification or evidence? Josh 

and Ken believe their guest is Ray Briggs from Stanford University. 

Big Picture Science   November 27  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Keeping Humans in the Loop 

Modern technology is great, but could we be losing control?  As our world becomes more 

crowded and demands for resources are greater, some people worry about humanity’s 

uncertain prospects. An eminent cosmologist considers globe-altering developments such 

as climate change and artificial intelligence.  Will we be able to stave off serious threats 

to our future?  

There’s also another possible source of danger: our trendy digital aids.  We seem all-too-

willing to let algorithms classify and define our wants, our needs, and our behavior. 

Instead of using technology, are we being used by it – to inadvertently become social 

media’s product? 

And while we may be skittish about the increased data our technology collects, one sci-fi 

writer imagines a future in which information is a pervasive and freely available 

commodity.  



Alternative Radio   November 28  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: History & Politics: Zigs & Zags 

 

History and politics are replete with zigs and zags into all kinds of unexpected directions. 

Take for example, the Shah of Iran. He looked impregnable on his throne until he was 

toppled by massive street demonstrations. Who could have predicted that the suicide of a 

street vendor in a small town in Tunisia would lead to the overthrow of an entrenched 

dictatorship and revolts across the Arab Middle East? Or that a popular uprising in 

Armenia would lead to the ouster of an oligarchic regime in that country or that a real 

estate mogul and reality TV host would become president of the U.S.? History and 

politics are full of surprises. Interview by David Barsamian. 

Counterspin    November 29  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topic: Shailly Gupta Barnes, Frances Fox Piven on Defining and Ending 

Poverty 

This week on CounterSpin: “‘When I use a word,'” says Lewis Carroll’s Humpty Dumpty 

“in rather a scornful tone, ‘it means just what I choose it to mean—neither more nor 

less.'” So it is with corporate media when it comes to money—the idea, if not the word. 

Congress passes a $700 billion Pentagon bill, and the New York Times calls it “a 

muscular vision of America as a global power”—with not a hint of consideration of 

whether that muscularity could’ve been bought for maybe a billion or two less. The same 

media find important indeed the difference between a family of four living on $24,000 a 

year and one living on $48,000. In discussion of how much help the government should 

provide, they say the conflation of those two groups is unacceptable. Elite media 

coverage of poverty has long centered questions of measuring it at the expense of ideas 

about ending it. We talked about that with Shailly Gupta Barnes, policy director at the 

Kairos Center and co-author of the report Poor People’s Moral Budget: Everybody Has 

the Right to Live. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare November 29 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Admiral Joe Sestak, Democratic Presidential Contender, Talks 
Health Access, Cybersecurity and Caution on Swift March to Medicare For All 
 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with former Pennsylvania 

Congressman and three-star Navy Admiral Joe Sestak on his late entry into a run for the 

Democratic Presidential nomination. He shares his expertise on cybersecurity and threats 

to American health data, the need to move slowly towards any version of Medicare for 

All, and the promise of the Veterans Health Administration to meet growing gaps in rural 

health needs. 

 

Grab-Bag Program   November 30  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Dynamite Has No Politics: The Anarchism of Lucy Parsons 

 

It is here that we find dynamite; it is here, in the midst of the Gilded Age, that we find an 

America much like it is now, with wealth amassed in the hands of the few and the masses 



living in poverty. It is here that wage-slavery is the best life to be hoped for and 

monopoly capital rules (its ethos valorized and enshrined in a board game). And It is here 

where Lucy Parsons fashions her identity as one of the most eloquent and incendiary 

speakers of the age. 

Philosophy Talk   December 9  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Sanctuary Cities 

In the U.S. there are over 500 sanctuary cities—municipalities that limit their cooperation 

with the federal government’s immigration law enforcement. Although opponents portray 

sanctuary cities as besieged by crime, empirical data does not bear out such claims. But 

what actually justifies sanctuary policies in the first place? Do appeals to public health or 

safety warrant these measures? Or should lack of cooperation be seen as an act of 

resistance against unjust federal policies? And how should local municipalities respond to 

claims that they lack the authority to impede federal immigration enforcement? Josh and 

Ken find sanctuary with Shelley Wilcox from SF State University, author of “How Can 

Sanctuary Policies be Justified?”  

 

Alternative Radio   December 5  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: History & Politics: Zigs & Zags 

History and politics are replete with zigs and zags into all kinds of unexpected directions. 

Take for example, the Shah of Iran. He looked impregnable on his throne until he was 

toppled by massive street demonstrations. Who could have predicted that the suicide of a 

street vendor in a small town in Tunisia would lead to the overthrow of an entrenched 

dictatorship and revolts across the Arab Middle East? Or that a popular uprising in 

Armenia would lead to the ouster of an oligarchic regime in that country or that a real 

estate mogul and reality TV host would become president of the U.S.? History and 

politics are full of surprises. Interview by David Barsamian. 

Counterspin    December 6  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Dana Gold on Whistleblower Protections, Craig Aaron on Net 

Neutrality Setback 

This week on CounterSpin: Who knows what will have happened by the time you hear 

this show, as Donald Trump seems to think nothing goes better after evidence that you 

tried to strongarm a country into digging up dirt on your opponents than evidence that 

you tried to strongarm another country into digging up dirt on your opponents. We’re in 

uncharted water with Trump and impeachment; part of what’s exceptional are Trump’s 

open threats to the whistleblower who brought forth the evidence of his call with 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. What protections does that person have? And 

what’s media’s role and responsibility? We’ll talk with Dana Gold, senior counsel and 

director of education at the Government Accountability Project. 

  



Conversations on Healthcare December 6  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: America's Mental Health Crisis: NAMI Medical Director Dr. Ken 

Duckworth on Expanding Screening and Telehealth Services to Meet Demand 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome Dr. Ken Duckworth, 

Medical Director for NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, the nation's largest 

grassroots organization addressing mental health issues. They discuss causes behind the 

growing problem of anxiety, depression, suicide and the opioid use disorder, and viable 

solutions to address the gap in access to mental health care through better screening, 

telehealth and better training of primary care clinicians. 

Philosophy Talk   December 16  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Nonhuman Rights 

Human rights—like freedom from discrimination and slavery— are fundamental rights 

and freedoms that every person enjoys simply because they're human. But what about 

other animals, like monkeys, elephants, and dolphins? Should they enjoy similar 

fundamental rights? If we can extend the legal notion of personhood to inanimate, 

abstract objects like corporations, then shouldn’t we also extend it to other sentient 

creatures? How should we understand the concept of a “person” when it’s applied to 

nonhumans? What kind of cognitive and emotional complexity is required for nonhuman 

personhood? John and Ken extend rights to their human guest, Steven Wise, author of 

Rattling The Cage: Toward Legal Rights For Animals. 

 

Alternative Radio   December 12  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Socratic/Prophetic Traditions 

 

“How do you straighten your back up? How do you tell the truth? How do you bear 

witness? How do you organize? How do you mobilize? How do you generate forms of 

resistance and resiliency in the face of some very, very ugly forms of terror and trauma 

and stigma?” Activist/Scholar Cornel West asks these fundamental questions. And he 

takes inspiration and guidance from the prophetic tradition of ideas and images that have 

historically helped oppressed people develop the will and the means for taking action 

against their oppressors. Wedding that tradition with the Socratic legacy of Ancient 

Greece of seeking the truth by challenging assumptions and raising the most difficult 

questions is a powerful formula for achieving freedom and emancipation. 

 

Counterspin    December 13  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topics: Michael Edison Hayden on Stephen Miller, Mallory McMaster on 

Katie Hill 

This week on CounterSpin: Calls are coming in for the resignation of Trump policy 

advisor Stephen Miller, after leaked emails show him promoting white nationalist books 

and ideas to the far-right outlet Breitbart. I wouldn’t call the documents a “smoking gun”; 

the smoking gun is the 70,000 migrant children held in US government custody over the 



past year. The emails just reveal the recipe—invoking the same warped “Great 

Replacement” ideas you’ll find in the manifesto of a mass shooter, for example. We’ll 

talk with the investigative reporter behind the story, Michael Edison Hayden from 

Southern Policy Law Center’s Hatewatch. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare December 13 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Ending HIV Epidemic in a Decade: CDC Director Robert Redfield 
on Treatments, Prevention and Hope For Vaccine 
 

This week, on the eve of World Aids Day, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter 

revisit their conversation with Dr. Robert Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, on the quest to end the HIV/AIDS epidemic in ten years. They 

discuss the CDC’s efforts to advance infection prevention in high risk groups through the 

use of PrEP, better treatment protocols for those already infected, and the ongoing quest 

to develop an AIDS vaccine. 

 

Grab-Bag Program   December 13  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Power of Presence 

 

Meet Joy Thomas Moore, author of "The Power of Presence". In the book, Ms. Moore 

takes a compassionate look at what it takes to raise great kids as a single mother. She 

offers practical advice on how to impact the lives of your children even when you are not 

physically present. Regardless of the reason for being a single parent, this book offers 

encouragement and hope for those striving to be an effective and present parent!  

Philosophy Talk   December 23  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Habermas and Democracy 

Jürgen Habermas is regarded as one of the last great public intellectuals of Europe and a 

major contributor to the philosophy of democracy. A member of the Frankfurt School, 

Habermas argues that humans can have rational communication that will lead to the 

democratization of society and consensus. But should we be so optimistic? Why does 

Habermas have faith in our ability to establish this so-called rational communication and 

to reach consensus? And how should we reform our liberal democracies to make them 

more democratic? John and Ken reach for consensus with Matthew Specter from Central 

Connecticut State University, author of Habermas: An Intellectual Biography.  

Big Picture Science   December 18  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Waste Not 

Why create more landfill?  Perhaps you should resist the urge to toss those old sneakers, 

the broken ceiling fan, or last year’s smart phone.  Instead, repurpose them! Global junk 

entrepreneurs are leading the way in turning trash to treasure, while right-to-repair 

advocates fight for legislation that would give you a decent shot at fixing your own 

electronic devices.  



And, if you toss food scraps down the drain as you cook, are you contributing to a 

“fatberg” horror in the sewer? 

 

Alternative Radio   December 19  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Guardians of Liberty 

The wheels of justice turn slowly. How long before Jim Crow laws were overturned? 

How long for the U.S. Supreme Court to recognize gay marriage equality? How long the 

wait times in immigration courts? And even when someone, or some cause, has its 

proverbial day in court, the courts have an uneven record in dispensing justice. The legal 

field recognizes the power exerted by major court decisions. But civil rights 

organizations, like the American Civil Liberties Union and others, point to the need for 

groundswells of civic groups to take bold and principled stands. An aroused and informed 

citizenry are the guardians of liberty. 

Counterspin     December 20  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Wayne Barrett on Rudy Giuliani, Melissa Goodman on the 

PATRIOT Act 

CounterSpin this week revisits two interviews from the past, on topics very much of 

today. First up: Now that Rudy Giuliani is known as Donald Trump’s rabid fixer, whom 

we learned none other than John Bolton described as “a hand grenade” who would “blow 

everyone up,” the former New York City mayor has fallen out of elite media’s good 

graces. To which New Yorkers say, what took you so long? Much of media’s story 

around Giuliani was about how cool and effective he was on September 11, 2001. And 

much of that story is myth. In 2006, CounterSpin spoke with the late journalist Wayne 

Barrett, then at the late Village Voice, about his book, Grand Illusion: The Untold Story 

of Rudy Giuliani and 9/11, co-authored with Dan Collins. We’ll hear that interview 

today. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare December 20 7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Protecting Your Personal Health Data: US Senator Bill Cassidy on 
Bipartisan Smartwatch Data Act 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with US Senator Bill Cassidy 

(R) LA, on the bipartisan bill he co-sponsored aimed at protecting personal health 

information from industry profiteering. He discusses the “Smartwatch Data Act” which 

seeks to protect data generated on smart watches, personal electronic devices and 

genomics testing, to give patients more control over how their data is used for 

commercial gain. 

 

Grab-Bag Program   December 21  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Gun Control and Gender Bias - Jessica Jin, Activist & Joann Lublin, WSJ 

 

After the mass shooting at a church in Sutherland Springs TX and the over 300 other 

mass shootings this year, I thought maybe we’d be having a new conversation about guns 

and gun violence. Instead we're hearing the same old "solutions". This made me think of 



a conversation I had with Jessica Jin, who led the protests last fall over the new campus 

carry gun law at her alma mater, University of Texas at Austin. Her weapon of choice? A 

sex toy. She says she is fighting absurdity with absurdity. And another never ending 

problem is sexual harassment. Meet Joann Lublin, the management news editor at the 

WSJ who experienced sexual harassment firsthand as an intern at the WSJ in 1969. She is 

the author of the book "Earning It. Hard Won Lessons from Trailblazing Women at the 

Top of the Business World." Her finding? Gender bias is alive and kicking. We talk about 

the new forms it is taking 

 

Big Picture Science   December 25  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: Waste Not 

 

Why create more landfill?  Perhaps you should resist the urge to toss those old sneakers, 

the broken ceiling fan, or last year’s smart phone.  Instead, repurpose them!  Global junk 

entrepreneurs are leading the way in turning trash to treasure, while right-to-repair 

advocates fight for legislation that would give you a decent shot at fixing your own 

electronic devices. And, if you toss food scraps down the drain as you cook, are you 

contributing to a “fatberg” horror in the sewer? 

 

Alternative Radio   December 26  7:00 a.m. 60 minutes 

Topic: The Power of Social Movements 

 

One of the techniques of ruling class control is to isolate people from one another. “Look 

out for yourself,” is the constant drumbeat. We are reduced to self-centered consumers 

not engaged citizens. Saul Alinsky suggests a different path. In his Rules for Radicals he 

said, “Change comes from power, and power comes from organization. In order to act, 

people must get together.” And that is happening. Popular movements such as Black 

Lives Matter, #MeToo, Extinction Rebellion and Sunrise are shaking up the 

establishment. Finding kindred spirits and working collectively with allies not only has 

broader positive political consequences but helps to overcome negativity and feelings of 

loneliness and despair. You look in the mirror and you feel good about yourself. History 

has shown social movements can have a huge societal impact. 

 

CounterSpin    December 27  7:00 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Julie Hollar on Election 2020 Coverage 

 

This week on CounterSpin: Informing the public about candidates running for president 

is among media’s most important jobs. In a relatively crowded Democratic field, the 

public is looking to media to lift up issues that are important to them, and assess how 

various candidates might address them. They’re looking for substantive reporting on 

candidates’ public records. But as we record the show, the major election story seems to 

be about Joe Biden’s leg hair. What do we make of the job the press are doing so far this 

election season? We’ll hear from FAIR’s senior analyst for Election 2020, Julie Hollar. 

 



Conversations on Healthcare December 27  7:30 a.m. 30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: 25-64 Year Olds Are Dying Earlier and Here’s Why: Our 

Conversations with VCU’s Dr. Steven Woolf 

 

This week on Conversations on Health Care, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter 

speak with Dr. Steven Woolf, Distinguished Chair in Population Health at Virginia 

Commonwealth University - and Health Equity Director Emeritus and Senior Advisor at 

the V-C-U Center on Society and Health. He talks about their just-released report – 

showing a decline in life expectancy among working aged adults in the US – a result of 

the lingering effects of the recession, the opioid crisis and other so-called deaths of 

despair. The data show this trend has been underway since the 1980’s and has now hit 

critical mass. 

 

 

 


