
KTSW COMMUNITY ISSUES 4/01/2019 – 6/30/2019 (Placed in file 7/10/2019) 

There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by KTSW-FM 

89.9, San Marcos, Texas, along with the most significant programming treatment of 

those issues for the period of April 1, 2019 and June 30, 2019.  The listing is by no 

means exhaustive.  The order in which they appear does not reflect any priority or 

significance. 

 

 

Public Service Campaigns  4/01-6/30  Varies  50.7 hours 

 

KTSW-FM 89.9 airs multiple public service announcements covering many topics at 

various times throughout the day, totaling approximately 3.9 hours per week, 50.7 hours 

for this quarter.   

 

Categories & topics include: 

 

Texas State Student Services: Financial Aid & Scholarships, Summer Registration, 

Counseling Center, Bobcat Bounty Food Pantry 

Community: Hays Caldwell Women’s Center, Boys & Girls Club 

Environmental: Earth Day, Graduation Picture Confetti, Help Mother Nature 

Safety: Bat Handling, Water Safety, Texting and Driving 

Health and Wellness: Stress Management, Finals Week Study Habits, Eating Disorders, 

Sleep Deprivation, Dehydration 

 

 

In the Public Interest April 16, 18 & 20 11:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Topic: Texas State University Campus Life 

Christian Delgado looked into alternate transportation methods for students to use that 

may help them navigate the town easier.   

Connor Champagne- Spoke with the Vice President of Finance and Support Services to 

discuss news changes that will be coming to the campus.  

Gene Brown explored vegan options for students and how the university’s new meal plan 

system could affect their choices.  

Juan Garcia- spoke with students as well as an Achieving Communities Together 

representative to discuss off-campus living options and if student housing is beneficial. 

 Hunter Buttner looked into student debt and how the cost of tuition has risen 

exponentially in the last 20 years. 

CASH Radio   April 1 ` 8:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: International business 



International business traditions and how they compare to the dominant U.S 
market. 

 CASH Radio   April 8 ` 8:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Graduation and Then? 

What to do after graduating. How to succeed in the corporate world. How best to 

prioritize your time and money.  

CASH Radio   April 15 ` 8:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Resumés & Portfolios 

This week is all about resumes/portfolio build-ups and etiquette revolving around pre- 

interview relationship creating (email etiquette and punctuality).  

 

CASH Radio   April 22 ` 8:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Life Balance and Starting a Home Business 

This week is all about work life balance and starting a home business  

CASH Radio   April 29 ` 8:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: From Start-Up to Business Giant 

Companies that began as a startup and grew to business giants. Recipes to success and 

how to grow a company.  

Alternative Radio  April 4  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Root Causes of a Failed System 

Neil Postman in his classic work Amusing Ourselves to Death nailed it when he wrote, 

“When a population becomes distracted by trivia, when cultural life is redefined as a 

perpetual round of entertainments, when serious public conversation becomes a form of 

baby-talk, when, in short, a people become an audience, and their public business a 

vaudeville act, then a nation finds itself at risk; culture-death is a clear possibility.” He 

wrote that in 1985. Our political life today is like a reality TV show. There is fascination 

with celebrities from Kanye West to the Kardashians to the former host of The 

Apprentice. And the soundtrack in the background is permanent war. 

  

Counterspin   April 5  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Phyllis Bennis on Afghanistan Armistice? 

This week on CounterSpin: Every news report contains text—whatever new information 

is being conveyed—and subtext: a lesson it’s underscoring, or a pattern it fits. When it’s 

a foreign policy story, as in coverage of current negotiations on ending the war in 

Afghanistan, the subtext is that the US may naturally, legitimately unleash all the violent, 

life-shattering power it sees fit to muster in those countries in which it deems itself 



interested, and the terms for cessation of that violence should be judged primarily, if not 

entirely, according to those interests. We’ll look at Afghanistan through a different lens 

with Phyllis Bennis, director of the New Internationalism Project at the Institute for 

Policy Studies, and author of, among other titles, Ending the US War in Afghanistan: A 

Primer, with David Wildman, and Before & After: US Foreign Policy and the War on 

Terror. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare April 5 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Cybersecurity, HIPAA, and Blockchain: Microsoft's David Houlding 

Talks Health Data in the Digital Age 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with David Houlding, 

Microsoft's Principal Healthcare Lead and international expert on blockchain, AI and 

cybersecurity issues impacting health information technology. He discusses the 

challenges of keeping health data safe, while improving access to patients and clinicians, 

with a growing emphasis on blockchain, AI and the cloud to advance health data security 

capabilities. 

                                    

Grab-Bag Show Program April 6  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Is 'Girl Power' Creating a Mental Health Crisis? Rachel Simmons, 

author "Enough As She Is 

For many girls today, the relentless pursuit of accomplishment is fueled by harsh self-

criticism and an acute fear of failure. Rachel Simmons has been researching young 

women for two decades, and her research plainly shows that girl competence does not 

equal girl confidence—nor does it equal happiness, resilience, or self-worth. As an 

educator and author of "Enough As She Is: How to Help Girls Move Beyond Impossible 

Standards of Success to Live Healthy, Happy and Fulfilling Lives", Rachel teaches girls 

and women skills to build their resilience, amplify their voices, and own their courage so 

that they—and their relationships—live with integrity and health. 

 

Philosophy Talk  April 15  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Philosophy of Sleep 

"Blessed are the sleepy ones," writes Nietzsche, "for they shall soon drop off." Sleep is an 

extraordinarily, albeit profoundly odd, phenomenon, yet we seem to accept prolonged 

nightly blackouts without question. Still, sleep has played a major role in philosophical 

thought, with the likes of Aristotle, Locke, and Leibniz putting forth theories about just 

what exactly sleep and dreams are. So what is the purpose of sleeping and dreaming? 

How can we distinguish wakefulness from sleep, as Descartes wondered? Do we 

experience dreams consciously? And do we sleep to live, or live to sleep? Ken and guest 

co-host Jorah Danenberg stay up with Deirdre Barrett from the Harvard Medical 

School, author of The Committee of Sleep: How Artists, Scientists, and Athletes Use 

Their Dreams for Creative Problem Solving. 

  

Big Picture Science  April 10  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: We Are VR 

Will virtual reality make you a better person?  It’s been touted as the “ultimate empathy 

machine,” and one that will connect people who are otherwise emotionally and physically 



isolated.  The promise of the technology has come a long way since BiPiScilast took a 

VR tour.  Find out why researchers say virtual reality is no longer an exclusive club for 

gamers, but a powerful tool to build community. 

Seth puts on a VR headset for an immersive experience of a man who’s evicted from his 

apartment.  Find out why researchers say the experience creates empathy and sparks 

activism to address homelessness.  

Also, why our spouses will love our avatars as much as they do us, the dark side of VR as 

a space for unchecked harassment, and consider: what if you’re already living a 

simulation created by your brain? 

  

Alternative Radio  April 11  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: How Fascism Works 

What is fascism? Michael Parenti, author and historian says, “Fascism historically has 

been used to secure the interests of large capitalist interests against the demands of 

popular democracy. Then and now, fascism has made irrational mass appeals in order to 

secure the rational ends of class domination.”  Fascism flourishes in times of economic 

insecurity and cultural backlash. Opportunistic politicians offer up a platter of racism, 

xenophobia and hyper-nationalism. They stoke fear and resentment using simplistic 

slogans such as “Drain the Swamp” and “Build the Wall.” In the U.S. today, there is a 

whiff fascism in the air. Witness the march of white supremacists with torches held high 

in Charlottesville chanting “Blood and Soil,” an old Nazi slogan and “Jews Will Not 

Replace Us.” The president called them “very fine people.” 

  

Counterspin   April 12  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Neil deMause on Amazon’s Retreat, Nina Besser Doorley on 

Women’s Healthcare Restrictions 

This week on CounterSpin: Corporate media aren’t in the business of challenging the 

idea that corporations are benevolent social actors who bring benefits to the communities 

lucky enough to have them. So even if Amazon didn’t own a major newspaper, there was 

no reason to expect much by way of deep media criticism of the company’s search for a 

second “HQ”—even as that led to cash-strapped US cities falling over one another to 

offer tax breaks and subsidies to a corporation that paid zero federal taxes last year on 

profits of over $11 billion.  Surprisingly, some media followed the lead of community 

organizers and questioned the deal—questions Amazon pulled out over rather than 

engage. More surprisingly, the deal’s end didn’t end the questions. We’ll hear that story 

from journalist Neil deMause, author of, most recently, The Brooklyn Wars. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare April 12 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: The Science of Communicating Science: Dr. Susmita Pati on the Alan 

Alda Center's Work 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Susmita Pati, Chief 

Medical Program Advisor for the Alan Alda Center for Communicating Science at Stony 

Brook University, founded by the legendary actor and PBS science show host who felt 

science and health professionals needed to learn better communication skills. The "Alda 

Method" applies traditional actors' training like improvisation and other speaking 



techniques to improve the ability of health care and science professionals to better 

disseminate their complex information. 

  

Alternative Radio  April 18  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Preventing Nuclear Apocalypse 

You may know Apocalypse as a Marvel Comics supervillain. It is a word of Greek 

origin, meaning the catastrophic final destruction of the world. The use of nuclear 

weapons would be apocalyptic. It is difficult to imagine extinction. Understandably, most 

people would rather not think about it. The term nuclear war is misleading and false. It 

suggests that one side would come out on top, that there would be a winner and a loser. 

No way. We’d all be losers. Nevertheless, countries, including the U.S., go on building 

new nuclear weapons, that are called smarter and packing more of a wallop. It’s a 

worldview Dr. Strangelove would have appreciated. In the interests of sanity and self-

preservation, the nuclear weapons states must move toward eliminating these weapons of 

mass destruction that, if used accidentally or deliberately will destroy our precious planet. 

  

 

Counterspin   April 19  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topic: Tim Shorrock on Korea Summit, Jon Schwarz on Elliott Abrams 

This week on CounterSpin: The summit between Donald Trump and North Korea’s Kim 

Jong-un ended without an official agreement. Is that a good thing or a bad thing? You 

won’t learn from reading the New York Times editorial, which both lauds a “step-by-step 

process by which both sides agree to take corresponding actions,” and says that outreach 

to “dictators like Mr. Kim” “erode[s] the moral foundation that for generations has 

supported American diplomacy, and its notion of America’s role in the world.” The last 

thing you’ll get from US media’s assessment of the prospect of peace on the Korean 

peninsula? What Koreans think.  We’ll talk about the just-concluded summit with 

journalist Tim Shorrock. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare April 19 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Your Health Record on Your Smart Phone: National Coordinator for 

Health IT Don Rucker on HSS Plan to Liberate Your Health Data 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Donald Rucker, 

National Coordinator for Health IT at the Department of Health and Human Services. Dr. 

Rucker discusses recently announced rules requiring health providers and hospitals to 

make electronic health records available to consumers upon request to their smart phones, 

at no cost them, to give patients more control of their health information.   

                                    

Grab-Bag Show  April 20  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Loneliness 

This hour-long program is about loneliness: what it is, why so many of us feel it, and the 

surprising toll loneliness takes on our physical and mental health. The health effects of 

chronic loneliness are akin to smoking 15 cigarettes every day—it literally shortens our 

lives. Yet it can feel vulnerable to name it when we feel lonely.  

Through stories, this show examines the risk factors for loneliness, the influence of social 

media, and how creative approaches to loneliness can leave us more connected and 



resilient. We also explore why two groups in particular—teens and the elderly—are most 

at risk for chronic loneliness. Host Dr. Anne Hallward combines compelling storytelling 

with practical expert guidance to give listeners the tools they need to start their own 

courageous conversations. This show is evergreen. It can be aired as part of a series, or 

separately. 

  

Alternative Radio  April 25  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: The Dream of Revolution 

In some ways Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was murdered twice. First by an assassin’s 

bullet in Memphis and then by killing his revolutionary message. Today, King is largely 

remembered with special holiday sales. His vision of radical revolution muted. He posed 

a special threat to the power structure. It was one thing to demand desegregation of lunch 

counters and quite another when in his Beyond Vietnam speech he called for: 

“a radical redistribution of economic and 

political power . . . a revolution of values . . . We must see now that the evils of 

racism, economic exploitation and militarism are all tied together. . . The whole structure 

of American life must be changed.” 

Those words in 1967 resonate today. The dream of revolution, of creating a society based 

on equality and justice lives on. 

  

Counterspin   April 26  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Topic: Venezuela in the US Press 

This week on CounterSpin: International opinion largely opposes Donald Trump’s 

current and threatened intervention in Venezuela, but that’s not the impression you get 

US corporate news media, who appear to be all-in with Trump’s push for the ouster of 

democratically elected President Nicolás Maduro. (As far as we know, these media still 

firmly oppose any election meddling in this country, especially by Donald Trump.) In 

reality, 75 percent of the world’s countries reject the US anointing of Juan Guaidó—

whom most Venezuelans hadn’t heard of when Trump declared him their leader. And the 

UN has formally condemned US sanctions on Venezuela, which a special rapporteur 

compared to a “medieval siege.” 

  

Conversations on Healthcare April 26 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Bad Blood in Silicon Valley: Wall Street Journal's John Carreyrou on 

the Rise and Spectacular Fall of Theranos 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Pulitzer Prize winning 

Wall Street Journal reporter John Carreyrou, author of "Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies in a 

Silicon Valley Startup", which figures prominently in the current HBO documentary on 

Elizabeth Holmes, founder of Theranos. It's a riveting account of the scandal he 

uncovered at the health tech startup, which claimed its technology would revolutionize 

diagnostic testing. He uncovered Holmes' widespread deception, detailing how she not 

only duped high level investors out of billions, but also put patients' lives at risk.  

                                    

Grab-Bag Program  April 27  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Debate: Will Video Games Make Us Smarter? 



As video games gain prominence, some game creators are turning to global issues, such 

as poverty alleviation, international diplomacy, and combating climate change, for 

inspiration. Will video games soon provide innovative solutions to our most pressing 

social, political and economic challenges? Or is the impact of gaming overrated and 

potentially destructive? With Daphne Bavelier, Elias Aboujaoude, Asi Burak, and Walter 

R. Boot.  

 

Big Picture Science  May 1   7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Skeptic Check: Political Scientist 

Hundreds of thousands of scientists took to the streets during the March for Science.  The 

divisive political climate has spurred some scientists to deeper political engagement – 

publicly challenging lawmakers and even running for office themselves.   But the 

scientist-slash-activist model itself is contested, even by some of their colleagues.  

Find out how science and politics have been historically intertwined, what motivates 

scientists to get involved, and the possible benefits and harm of doing so. Is objectivity 

damaged when scientists advocate?  

Plus, how Michael Mann became a reluctant activist, whether his “street fighter” 

approach is effective in defending climate science, and the price he and his family paid 

for speaking out. 

   

Counterspin   May 3   7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Diane Archer on Medicare for All 

This week on CounterSpin: As a report from the Center for Responsive Politics’ Open 

Secrets website noted recently, pharmaceutical manufacturers and health insurance 

companies have a lot of points of disagreement these days—about who’s mainly to blame 

for high drug prices, for instance. But they agree on something: Medicare for All cannot 

become law. 

Partnership for America’s Health Care Future (PAHCF), a coalition of drugmakers, 

insurance companies and private hospitals, is lobbying hard to sink the popular proposal, 

recently introduced in the House by Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D.-Wash.). The coalition has 

such powerhouses as the AMA and Blue Cross/Blue Shield on its side, and spent some 

$143 million in lobbying in 2018 alone.  On the other side: the growing majority of 

Americans who think a wealthy country can do better than forcing people to choose 

between buying insulin and paying rent. 

Which side are corporate media on? Well, we’re learning more about that every day. 

We’ll talk about Medicare for All and the media with Diane Archer—founder and former 

president of the Medicare Rights Center, she is currently president of JustCareUSA. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare May 3  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Putting Healthcare Above Politics: United States of Care Co-Founder 

Emily Barson on Medicaid Buy-in and State Based Health Policy Solutions 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Emily Barson, Co-

Founder along with former CMS Administrator Andy Slavitt, of United States of Care, a 

non-profit, non-partisan organization seeking to advance access to affordable health care 

for all Americans,"putting health care above politics". She talks about their focus on 

state-based innovations that are improving health care access, and about their Medicaid 



Buy-In effort seeking to assist states in creatively expanding Medicaid to cover more of 

their residents.  

                                    

Philosophy Talk  7:00 a.m.  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Authority and Resistance 

Authority can refer to people or institutions that have the political power to make 

decisions, give orders, and enforce rules. It can also refer to a certain kind of expertise or 

knowledge that we might defer to. Sometimes we respect authority, and sometimes we 

resist it or even revolt against it. But where exactly does authority come from, and when, 

if ever, ought we defer to it? How do we challenge authority? What makes an authority 

figure authoritarian? And can there be anarchist forms of authority? Josh and Ken 

authorize a conversation with James Martel from San Francisco State University, author 

of Subverting the Leviathan: Reading Thomas Hobbes as a Radical Democrat. 

  

 

Big Picture Science  May 8   7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: You Are Exposed 

There’s no place like “ome.”  Your microbiome is highly influential in determining your 

health.  But it’s not the only “ome” doing so.  Your exposome – environmental exposure 

over a lifetime – also plays a role.  

Hear how scientists hope to calculate your entire exposome, from food to air pollution to 

water contamination. 

Plus, new research on the role that microbes play in the development of neurological 

diseases such as Parkinson’s, and the hot debate about when microbes first colonize the 

body.  Could a fetus have its own microbiome? 

  

Counterspin   May 10  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Robert Dreyfuss and Diana Duarte on the Media’s Role in Iraq War 

This week on CounterSpin: Corporate media’s role in the lead up to and the ongoing 

aftermath of the war on Iraq.  

Many in media were critical of Ari Fleischer, former press secretary for George W. Bush, 

who used the March anniversary of the  2003 US invasion of Iraq, based on what 

Americans were told was the imminent threat of Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass 

destruction, as an opportunity to launch a Twitter tirade to say, “It’s a myth that Bush 

lied.” He and Bush “faithfully and accurately reported” intelligence community 

assessments, Fleischer maintained. 

Media seemed concerned that Fleischer was insufficiently respectful of the toll of the Iraq 

War, including what the Washington Post modestly estimated as “thousands of dead 

Iraqis”—researchers would put that number at, minimally, half a million. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare May 10 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Tackling the Opioid Crisis: Bipartisan Policy Center's Dr. Anand 

Parekh Examines State-Based Approaches 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Anand Parekh, 

Chief Medical Advisor to the Bipartisan Policy Center, a think tank committed to 

fostering bi-partisan solutions to America's biggest challenges. He discusses their recent 



report, a first-of-its kind analysis, on how states are utilizing Federal dollars in different 

ways to battle the opioid crisis, examining interventions that are working.     

  

Big Picture Science   May 15 7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: DecodeHer 

They were pioneers in their fields, yet their names are scarcely known – because they 

didn’t have a Y chromosome.  We examine the accomplishments of two women who 

pioneered code breaking and astronomy during the early years of the twentieth century 

and did so in the face of social opprobrium and a frequently hostile work environment. 

Henrietta Leavitt measured the brightnesses of thousands of stars and discovered a way to 

gauge the distances to galaxies, a development that soon led to the concept of the Big 

Bang. 

Elizabeth Friedman, originally hired to test whether William Shakespeare really wrote his 

plays, was soon establishing the science of code breaking, essential to success in the two 

world wars.  

Also, the tech industry is overwhelmingly male.  Girls Who Code is an initiative to 

redress the balance by introducing girls to computer programming, and encouraging them 

to follow careers in tech.  

  

Counterspin   May 17  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Carey Gillam on Monsanto Lawsuit 

This week on CounterSpin: A US District Court just ruled that a 70-year-old California 

man’s non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma was caused, at least substantively, by his decades of 

spraying Roundup. The pesticide produced by Monsanto, now owned by Bayer, is key to 

the megacompany’s business model, which is to sell a pesticide, Roundup, and also sell 

the only seeds engineered to resist that pesticide—”Roundup Ready” corn and cotton and 

soybeans—so that one can’t be used without the other. It’s expensive, and it’s not how a 

lot of people around the world want to farm, but as a business plan, it’s been wildly 

successful. The fact that the pesticide is carcinogenic is not part of the plan, and we can 

expect Monsanto/Bayer’s massive PR machinery to work overtime to convince us to 

ignore the court’s findings. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare May 17 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Topic: Dr. Colleen Kraft, President of the American Academy of Pediatrics, on 

Separating Immigrant Families at the Border and the Impact of Toxic Stress 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Colleen Kraft, 

President of the American Academy of Pediatrics, which has vocally opposed the 

separation of immigrant families at the border. She talks about the long term impact of 

toxic stress in childhood, recommended breastfeeding and vaccination protocols, harm 

from gun violence, and too much screen time for kids.  

  

Alternative Radio  May 30  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Land of the Lawless 

Politicians and pundits love to go on and on about “the rule of law.” The concept that no 

one is above the law is laudatory and central to a functioning democracy. But we can 

easily see the grotesque disparities in the application of law and the prosecution of those 



who commit crimes in the streets vs. those who commit crimes in the suites. From 

invading and bombing countries to suborning perjury, to witness tampering, to tax 

evasion, to bribery, the big boys and girls are not brought to justice, They are not held 

accountable for their crimes. Instead, they are rewarded by fat book contracts and lecture 

fees. No wonder some people are cynical. The hypocrisy is hard to miss. How can we 

move from being the land of the lawless to a society where the rule of law prevails? 

  

Counterspin   May 31  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Shireen Razack and Tawal Panyacosit Jr. on Inclusion in TV 

Writing 

This week on CounterSpin: For many of us, while we recognize that the priorities and 

practices of news media affect our lives, news programming isn’t where we live, so to 

speak. It’s creative media—dramas, comedies, even cartoons—that engage us, with their 

opportunity to stretch imaginations, shift perspectives, reveal often hidden experiences. 

Which contributes to our disenchantment when the same structural problems that plague 

other US institutions show up in this realm, too, as we’re reminded every time we read a 

report on the staffing of, for example, television shows. 

Year after year, we see people with disabilities, people of color, women and LGBTQ 

people un- and underrepresented in the rooms where ideas are generated. And, year after 

year, Hollywood pledges to “do better.” A new report on TV writers looks beyond the 

promises, and talks about the experiences of what it calls “diverse” writers once they get 

the job. The research comes from a group of working TV writers called the Think Tank 

for Inclusion & Equity. We’ll hear from project leaders Shireen Razack and Tawal 

Panyacosit Jr. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare May 31 7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Governor Bill Weld Mounts Challenge against President Trump: 

Discusses Health Care, Climate Change and Bipartisanship 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter kick off a series of interviews with 

presidential candidates. Our first interview was with Governor Bill Weld, who announced 

his candidacy for the Republican nomination yesterday. They discuss his views on the 

Affordable Care Act, climate change, and his thoughts on how to bring the divided nation 

together.  

 

Philosophy Talk  June 10  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: John Dewey and the Ideal of Democracy 

In the first half of the 20th century, Dewey stood as the most prominent public 

intellectual whose influence reached into intellectual movements in China, Japan, and 

India. Although we hear less of him nowadays, Dewey's pragmatic political philosophy 

has influenced the likes of Richard Rorty and other political thinkers. What were the 

basic ideas in his philosophy of democracy? Does America have a public sphere? If not, 

how might we recreate a public necessary for democracy? And does the rise of the 

internet and social media fit into Dewey’s ideal democracy? John and Ken welcome 

Melvin Rogers from UCLA, author of The Undiscovered Dewey: Religion, Morality, and 

the Ethos of Democracy.   

  



Alternative Radio  June 6   7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: The Abolition of War 

The famous words: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into 

pruning hooks, nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 

no more” are attributed to Isaiah in 700 B.C. Abolition of war. An age-old dream? 

Idealistic? Yes. But as the planet moves closer to destruction we must abolish war. War 

and the threat of war. It’s an old story. Populations are subjected to propaganda. Fear is 

manufactured. We deploy our troops to fight around the world. At the beginning of the 

Cold War, Senator Arthur Vandenberg told President Harry Truman that if wanted a 

militarized U.S. foreign policy he’d better “scare the hell out of American people.” That’s 

been Washington’s playbook ever since. Everywhere we look there are threats or 

potential threats. Let’s get rid of war before it gets rid of us. 

  

Counterspin   June 7   7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Deborah Vagins on Gender Pay Gap, Nusrat Choudhury on the New 

COINTELPRO 

This week on CounterSpin: Looking back at Equal Pay Day, April 2, it seems strange that 

when the subject is the fact that women continue to be paid less than men for the same 

work—and women of color still less—such a lot of the conversation is not about how we 

can fix the problem quickly and concretely, but about whether the numbers really say 

what they seem to; or whether maybe it’s not so bad; or women’s fault; or will, left alone, 

get better over time. We’ll talk about the persistent reality of the gender pay gap with 

Deborah Vagins, senior vice president for public policy and research at the American 

Association of University Women. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare June 7  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Dr. Sanjay Gupta on "Chasing Life": CNN Chief Medical 

Correspondent Talks About His Search for Secrets to Longevity Around the World 

This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Sanjay Gupta, 

Neurosurgeon at Emory Clinic and Chief Medical Correspondent at CNN, on his new 

series, "Chasing Life" which explores areas around the world with exceptional longevity, 

happiness and wellbeing. He delves into the secrets to healthier lives in those places, and 

also examines the epidemic of stress in America and how it is leading to poor health 

outcomes and reduced life expectancy.      

                                

Grab-Bag Show   June 8   7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Gay in the Eyes of God: An Hour-Long Special 

"Gay in the Eyes of God" is a special production of Interfaith Voices, the leading religion 

news magazine on public radio. It explores the ways in which the major American 

religious traditions (Christianity, Judaism and Islam) grapple with acceptance of gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. 

 

Philosophy Talk  June 17  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: The Limits of Tolerance 

In order to reach compromise, people try to be tolerant of others with different beliefs. 

Despite its value, there are numerous factors that may hinder our exercise of tolerance. 



As the schisms between our beliefs grow larger, what happens when our moral and 

political ideals put us deeply at odds with your fellow citizens? Do we begrudgingly 

tolerate them by agree to live and let live? Do we shun them and their benighted views as 

beyond the pale? Or do we attempt to persuade them? Do we owe it to those we disagree 

with to be open to persuasion? The Philosophers are more than tolerant of their guest 

Reigina Rini from York University, author of "Abortion, Ultrasound, and Moral 

Persuasion.   

  

Alternative Radio  June 13  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: The Inversion of Totalitarianism 

Traditional totalitarianism conjures images of jack-booted storm troopers, death camps 

and Stalin-like regimes. In recent years a new variety of totalitarianism has emerged 

departing from the norm. Noted political theorist Sheldon Wolin calls it “the inversion of 

totalitarianism” and that it “represents the political coming of age of corporate power and 

political demobilization of the citizenry. Unlike classical totalitarian systems which 

openly boasted of their intentions to force their societies in a preconceived totality, 

inverted totalitarianism is not expressly conceptualized as an ideology, nor is it 

objectified in public policy. It is unaware of the actual consequences of their actions or 

their inactions.”  Corporations have de facto power and have carried out a slow-motion 

coup d’état. How to resist? Wolin says it starts at the local level. 

  

Counterspin   June 14  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Amee Chew on Philippines Under Duterte 

Among many things such reporting wouldn’t lead you to suspect: Two years ago, when 

the Philippine Senate tried to cut funding for the campaign of state and state-sanctioned 

violence, for which the toll of “even 20,000” is almost certainly conservative, it was the 

United States that stepped in with the money to fill the shortfall. That’s a direct line from 

your tax dollars to the leader who said, “Hitler massacred 3 million Jews…. There’s 3 

million drug addicts. There are. I’d be happy to slaughter them.” Corporate media don’t 

talk much about the Philippines, much less about the US responsibility there. A recent 

piece from Foreign Policy in Focus, headlined “It’s Time to End US Military Aid to the 

Philippines,” filled some of that void. We’ll hear from its author, Mellon-ACLS public 

fellow Amee Chew, and hear also from two Filipino activist/organizers, Ed Cubelo and 

Mong Palatino. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare June 14 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Propelling Primary Care Towards Value-Based Care: Adam Boehler, 

Director of the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation at HHS on Their Bold 

Agenda 

This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Adam Boehler, Deputy 

Administrator and Director of the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation at the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services at HHS. They discuss ways the agency 

hopes to "blow up fee for service" and the efforts underway to propel the nation's primary 

care reimbursement structure towards shared risk and value-based care, rewarding 

clinicians for better outcomes.   

                                    



Grab-Bag Show   June 15  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Trans Families 

It’s estimated that there are nearly 1.5 million people in the U.S. who identify themselves 

as transgender. That’s more than a million people with families, communities and stories 

we are only just starting to hear from. When someone transitions, the impact of that 

decision ripples beyond them to the people often closest to them: their families. In this 

hour of radio, SOTRU will tell stories of trans people and their families at many different 

moments of life, from childhood to adulthood to elders, as parents, as spouses and as 

kids, themselves.  

 

 

 

Philosophy Talk  June 24  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Gay Pride and Prejudice 

The question of gay rights has become a hot button issue, with opposition taking on the 

air of a moral panic and support taking on the air of a righteous crusade. John and Ken 

attempt to dispassionately examine the competing scientific, religious, and philosophical 

visions of the nature of gayness. They explore the consequences of those competing 

arguments for and against gay rights with cultural and psychological anthropologist 

Gilbert Herdt, editor of Moral Panics, Sex Panics: Fear and the Fight over Sexual 

Rights.   

  

Big Picture Science  June 19  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes      

Topic: Identity Crisis 

DNA is the gold standard of identification.  Except when it’s not.  In rare cases when a 

person has two complete sets of DNA, that person’s identity may be up in the 

air.  Meanwhile, DNA ancestry tests are proving frustratingly vague: dishing up 

generalities about where you came from rather than anything specific.  And decoding a 

genome is still relatively expensive and time-consuming.   So, while we refine our ability 

to work with DNA, the search is on for a quick and easy biomarker test to tell us who we 

are.   

In this hour: the story of chimeras – people who have two sets of DNA; a reporter whose 

ancestry tests revealed she is related to Napoleon and Marie Antoinette; and the eyes 

have it in Somaliland, the first nation to use iris scans in an election.  Find out why your 

irises may be what ultimately distinguishes you from the crowd. 

  

Alternative Radio  June 20  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Honduras: Coups, Crises & Caravans 

Honduras is one of the poorest countries in Latin America and has one of the world’s 

highest murder rates. More than half of its population of about ten million live in poverty 

and per capita income is one of the lowest in the region. Since the June 2009 coup 

overthrowing the government of President Manuel Zelaya the country has been ruled by 

repressive regimes. Washington, under Obama and Hillary Clinton backed the coup. 

Today, oligarchic rule pauperizes the people. Corruption is rampant. Violence is 

widespread. Criminals literally get away with murder. Some Hondurans, seeking a better 

and safer future for themselves and their families join the caravans heading north to the 



U.S. border. The journey is fraught with peril. Their chances of getting asylum are slim. 

Others remain behind and resist the tyranny. 

  

Counterspin   June 21  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guests/Topics: Tina Vasquez on Covering Immigration, Sina Toossi on Iran 

Sanctions 

This week on CounterSpin: Coverage of the resignation of Homeland Security chief 

Kirstjen Nielsen showcased imperial court intrigue, and how craven one can be and still 

be dubbed a “grown-up in the room.” Media interested in Nielsen’s soft landing—Will 

she get to make the seven-figure salary God intends for ex-officials? Will she have 

pleasant dining-out experiences?—might have spent more time on the victims of the 

policies she executed, like Laura Maradiaga, an 11-year-old girl the government is trying 

to deport, alone, to El Salvador, due to a backlogged court’s clerical error. The 

immigration beat is multi-faceted, for sure, and media choices about what to look at, who 

to listen to, may be impactful, as the White House looks set to make its war on 

immigrants a key piece of Trump’s reelection drive. We’ll talk about all that with Tina 

Vasquez, senior immigration reporter at Rewire.News. 

  

Conversations on Healthcare June 21 7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 

Guest/Topic: Ending HIV/AIDS in America and Confronting the Resurgence of 

Measles: CDC Director Dr. Robert Redfield on Public Health Solutions 

This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Robert Redfield, 

Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention which is dedicated to 

eradicating the AIDS Virus as we know it in this country, dramatically reducing new 

infections within a decade. He also addresses the domestic and global spike of previously 

eradicated diseases like measles, resulting from a growing anti-vaccination movement.     

                                   

Grab-Bag Show  June 22  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 

Topic: Straightening Gayness: Mainstream Representation Under the Male Gaze 

We bring you, “Straightening Gayness: Mainstream Representation Under the Male 

Gaze” about television’s role in winning same-sex marriage; a seeming unquestionable 

good that Cory Albertson complicates for us.  

 




