
KTSW COMMUNITY ISSUES 1/01/2021 – 3/31/2021 (Placed in file 4/09/2021) 
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by KTSW-FM 89.9, San Marcos, 
Texas, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
January 1, 2021 and March 31, 2021.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which they 
appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 
 

 
Public Service Campaigns  1/01-3/31  Varies  50.7 hours 
 
KTSW-FM 89.9 airs multiple public service announcements covering many topics at various times 
throughout the day, totaling approximately 3.9 hours per week for 13 weeks, 50.7 hours for this quarter.   
 
Categories & topics include: 
 
Texas State Student Services: Career Center, Bobcat Bobbies, Student Learning Assistance Center (SLAC), 
Writing Center, Bobcat Pledge, Study Tips Online, FAFSA , Academic Advising, the Counseling Center  
Health/Safety: Safe Sex, COVID-19 Awareness, Mask Mandate, Staying Positive During COVID-19, COVID-
19 Testing for the Community, COVID-19 Testing for Students, Texas State Tuition & Fees, Texas State 
First Gen Proud 
Technology: Phishing Awareness,  
Lifestyle/Behaviors: Texting and Driving, Discovering Nature, Buzzed Driving, Recycling, Clean River 
Graduation/Pollution 
Public Service: Fighting Hunger, Disaster Preparedness, Art Awareness, Court Appointed Special 
Advocates, Stand by a Veteran, Girls in STEM, Texas National Guard COVID-19, Texas National Guard 
Skills, Texas National Guard Home,  
 
Counterspin   January 1  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Laura Flanders on Journalism of Engagement 
 
This week on CounterSpin: This week is one for the books, as a grand jury refused to charge any of the 
police officers responsible for killing Breonna Taylor with her murder, the president said he would not 
commit to a peaceful transition of power should he lose the election, and states continued plans to 
reopen, even as cases of Covid-19 are starting back up again. 
The news often feels overwhelming. And overwhelm doesn’t generally encourage action. News media 
may not control what happens in the world, but the way they show it to us has a real impact on how we 
feel about it, and on what we think we can do about it. 
Laura Flanders, the original host of CounterSpin and the former director of the Women’s Desk at FAIR, 
practices a kind of journalism that’s meant to encourage engagement, not just in the stories it tells, but 
in the people who tell them.  The Laura Flanders Show is now moving to a bigger platform; it’ll be airing 
on public TV stations around the country. Apropos of that, we’ll talk with her about what she hopes the 
show can achieve. 
 
Conversations on Healthcare January 1  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Topic: Mark and Margaret reflect on the Year COVID-19 Took Over the World 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter reflect on 2020 at the end of a year like no other. 
When the COVID-19 pandemic began to take hold, they welcomed many of the world’s most renowned 
infectious disease, virology, and epidemiology experts. From Dr. Anthony Fauci to Dr. Ashish Jha, from 



New York Times writer and “Pandemic” docu-series producer Dr. Sheri Fink, to innovative scientists like 
Dr. Eric Topol, Dr. Zeke Emanuel, Dr. Michael Osterholm to US Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy, we 
learned about this emerging pathogen from some of the most gifted people in health care.  
 
 
Philosophy Talk   January 4 & 11  7:00 a.m.  120 minutes             
Topic: Faith and Humility 
 
Who is the more intellectually humble: the believer who puts their faith in a higher power, or the 
nonbeliever who sees no evidence for one? 
  
Alternative Radio  January 7  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: Capitalism, the Pandemic & the Two-Party Monopoly 
 
The pandemic has revealed a huge systemic failure in the ability of the U.S. to effectively attend to the 
well-being of millions of its citizens. World-class inequality has exacerbated the situation.  You don’t 
need a degree from MIT to figure out the score. The rich get the gold and most of the rest of us get the 
shaft. Once the dust settles post-pandemic there will be a lot less competition out there. Amazon, 
Walmart and a few other giants will be left with ear to ear grins and swollen bank accounts. Their wealth 
would make the robber barons of old swoon with envy. The capitalists love to pay lip service to 
competition but their real goal is total monopoly control. Politics? The same deal. Your choice is limited 
to two establishment parties. 
 
Counterspin   January 8  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Lisa Gilbert on Lame Duck Trump, Dean Baker on Trickle-Down Economics 
 
This week on CounterSpin: Media critic Margaret Sullivan made a plea to journalists to turn off their 
fascination with Donald Trump when he leaves office. Acknowledging (as few do) that elite media 
profited off a monster they helped create, Sullivan asked outlets to just say no to setting up a Mar-a-
Lago bureau, or entire beats dedicated to what Trump and his family members are up to. “And for God’s 
sake, stop writing about his unhinged tweets.” While we await the day that particular face and voice are 
no longer at the top of every newscast, it ain’t over til it’s over. And harms Trump does as a lame duck 
are harms nonetheless. Public Citizen is keeping an eye on these last minute maneuvers. We’ll hear from 
the group’s executive vice president, Lisa Gilbert. 
 
Conversations on Healthcare January 8  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: COVID Variant and Delayed Vaccines: Dr. Megan Ranney on Pandemic Perils 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with ER physician Dr. Megan Ranney, 
Assistant Dean of the Institute for Translational Science at Brown University and Director of the Brown-
Lifespan Center for Digital Health. A frequent spokesperson across the media landscape on the COVID-
19 pandemic, and founder of #GetUsPPE and the MyCOVIDrisk app, Dr. Ranney warns the new COVID-
19 variant which is highly transmissible could spark a new wave of super-spreader events, and that poor 
preparation on vaccine distribution will slow our ability to contain the pandemic 
  
 Alternative Radio  January 14  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes            
Topic: Smash the Mirror: Imagining a Different System 
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The global health and economic crises are points of opportunity. Arundhati Roy, the great Indian 
intellectual and writer says, “Whatever it is, coronavirus has made the mighty kneel and brought the 
world to a halt like nothing else could. And in the midst of this terrible despair, it offers us a chance to 
rethink the doomsday machine we have built for ourselves. Nothing could be worse than a return to 
normality. Historically, pandemics have forced humans to break with the past and imagine their world 
anew. This one is no different. It is a portal, a gateway between one world and the next. We can choose 
to walk through it, dragging the carcasses of our prejudice and hatred, our avarice, our data banks and 
dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky skies behind us. Or we can walk through lightly, with little 
luggage, ready to imagine another world. And ready to fight for it.” 
  
Counterspin   January 15  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topics: Dorothee Benz on January 6 Insurrection, Mara Verheyden-Hilliard on Police 
Responsibility 
 
This week on CounterSpin: As we recorded on January 7, the Washington Post was callingfor Donald 
Trump’s removal from office. To which one might respond: Ya think? Media who egged on Trump’s 
candidacy, trivialized his venality and normalized as extreme-but-within-range his and his party’s every 
anti-democratic outrage, are poorly placed to take principled umbrage when that juggernaut takes the 
course that everyone and their mother said it would. Headlines suggesting the insurrection at the 
Capitol was the Trump era’s “last gasp” suggest a continued refusal to acknowledge the multiple factors 
that drove and abetted it, that go well beyond Trump and are going nowhere with Trump’s deposal, 
today or in two weeks’ time. 
Some say the deferential police treatment of rampaging white nationalists who brought their own 
gallows, as opposed to the abuse that routinely meets nonviolent Black and brown protestors, betrays a 
double standard; our guest says no, it reflects the single standard of white supremacy. We talk about 
coverage of the January 6 attack on the Capitol with political scientist Dorothee Benz. 
 
Conversations on Healthcare January 15  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: FDA Advisory Committee Member Dr. Paul Offit on Vaccine Safety, Efficacy and 
Distribution 
 
This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Paul Offit, Director of the Vaccine 
Education Center at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, co-creator of the rotavirus vaccine, and 
member of the FDA Advisory Committee that approved emergency authorization for the mRNA COVID-
19 vaccines from Moderna and Pfizer. Dr. Offit says development of this new vaccine is a remarkable 
achievement backed by decades of scientific research that the Advisory Committee found to be safe an 
efficacious for widespread distribution. He’s hoping the Biden Administration will accelerate distribution 
efforts. 
  
Grab-Bag Program  January 16  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes               
Topic: The Lisa Show Martin Luther King Jr. Day Special  
 
56 years ago Martin Luther King, Jr. gave the historical, “I Have a Dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial 
in Washington DC. Take some time to remember and appreciate the legacy and impact of Dr. King with 
Dr. Clayborne Carson, a historian who was actually there to witness the speech in person. 
 
Philosophy Talk   January 18  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: Comforting Conversations 

----
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In troubling, uncertain times, the arts and humanities are more important than ever. Engaging with 
works of literature can provide both much needed insight into our current struggles and a sense of 
perspective in a crisis. In what ways do novels or plays help us come to terms with human suffering? Can 
fictional narratives about past pandemics shed light on our current situation? And how can storytelling 
or music help bring us together in isolation? Josh and Ray converse with a range of Stanford faculty 
members about how philosophy, music, drama, and literature can provide comfort, connection, and a 
sense of community. 
  
Big Picture Science  January 20  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes            
Topic: Skeptic Check: Betting on Pseudoscience 
  
Psychics may not be able to predict the future or sense your thoughts.  Nonetheless, they rake in 
hundreds of millions of dollars every year.  But the harm from pseudoscience can go far beyond your 
wallet – especially when it promotes unscientific treatments for serious disease.  Find out what alarming 
discovery led one naturopath to quit her practice and why scientific ignorance is not bliss.  
It’s our regular look at critical thinking, but don’t take our word for it.  
  
Alternative Radio   January 21  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: Civil Resistance in the 21st Century 
 
The success and failure rates of civil resistance movements might seem like something studied at the 
U.S. Army War College. But social scientists and political activists always want to know why some tactics 
work, and some don’t. Boycotts, street protests, armed conflict, nonviolent and non-cooperation tactics, 
we’re seeing myriad forms of resistance as governments place greater restraints on freedom 
everywhere. But to what effect? Today we can measure our clicks, our quirks, and consumer trends at 
all levels of the economy. So why not look at resistance movements’ metrics of success? Whether Velvet 
Revolutions in Czechoslovakia and Armenia, the overthrow of the Shah of Iran, or the recent failed 
attempt to overthrow U.S. Presidential election results, the timing, the tactics, the strategy, and the 
nature of the political opponent are all key factors. 
  
Counterspin   January 22  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Keri Leigh Merritt on the New Lost Cause, Elisabeth Rosenthal on Troubled Vaccine 
Rollout 
 
This week on CounterSpin: As media sift through the fallout of the January 6 attack on the Capitol, it’s 
important to see that the insurrectionists were not simply victims of a modern disinformation campaign, 
hoodwinked via social media into believing that Donald Trump got more votes in the election; they were 
also participating in a tradition “deeply rooted in the American experience,” as historian Eric Foner put 
it, that says that only some people’s votes should count—that Black political power, as exercised in 
Georgia, represents a threat to the “natural” societal dominance of white people, and that violence is 
appropriate to neutralize that threat and maintain that status quo. That resonance is why historians are 
shaking their heads as media talk about January 6 as “unprecedented”; while shocking and dispiriting, it 
has layers and layers of precedent that need to be learned and engaged, if we are ever to actually have 
the racial reckoning that corporate media are forever insisting we’ve already had. 
Keri Leigh Merritt is an independent historian and filmmaker, author of the book Masterless Men: Poor 
Whites and Slavery in the Antebellum South. Her essay, co-authored with Rhae Lynn Barnes, “A 
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Confederate Flag at the Capitol Summons America’s Demons,” appeared on CNN.com. We talk with her 
about this country’s past that is never dead, or indeed even past. 
  
Conversations on Healthcare January 22  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: WHO’s Vaccine Advisory Leader Discusses Global Readiness to Manage Pandemic: SAGE 
Chair Dr. Alejandro Cravioto 
 
This week, Hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Alejandro Cravioto, Chair of SAGE, 
the international panel of experts making COVID-19 vaccine recommendations to the World Health 
Organization (WHO). Dr. Cravioto talks about their global team of scientists and the rigorous guidelines 
governing the approval process for emergency authorization for the Pfizer vaccine – as well as all others 
in the queue. He also discusses the need to scale up production for global distribution, as well as the 
need to ensure that vaccines are distributed equitably throughout all countries in the world. 
 
Philosophy Talk   January 25  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes            
Topic: Democracy By Numbers 
 
The United States prides itself on being “the world’s greatest democracy,” which adheres to the 
principle, “one person, one vote.” Despite this, its elections are often highly contentious—presidents 
can be elected after losing the popular vote, there is widespread gerrymandering and voter purging, and 
not everyone has equal representation in the Senate. So what can we do to make elections in the US 
more fair? And how do we decide what counts as fair in the first place? Is there some test or algorithm 
we can use to determine equal representation? Josh and Ray watch the polls with Moon Duchin from  
 
Alternative Radio  January 28  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes            
Topic: American Exceptionalism 
 
American exceptionalism has been a fundamental tenet of U.S. foreign policy. International law applies 
to designated enemies, not for Washington and its vassals. Obey the master or face the consequences. 
Assassinations, sanctions, bombings, invasions and occupations are all tools of the empire to enforce its 
diktats. As George H. W. Bush once said, echoing Tony Soprano, “What we say goes.” The arrogance is 
bi-partisan. But since January 6th, the question begs: Is this the end of American Exceptionalism? 
  
Counterspin   January 29  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topic: Chris Savage, Talia Buford & Peggy Case on Flint Water Crisis 
 
This week on CounterSpin: Michigan’s attorney general has indicted nine state officials, including former 
Gov. Rick Snyder, the state’s former health director and two of the emergency managers of the city of 
Flint, for exposing at least 100,000 people to dangerous levels of lead in their drinking water, and for an 
outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease killed at least 12 people and sickened many more. 
In an op-ed for The Hill (1/19/21), Michigan Rep. Dan Kildee called the 2014 decision to switch the 
source of Flint’s drinking water “one of the greatest environmental injustices in our lifetimes.” Which is 
true, but “the environment” didn’t do it: It’s often forgotten that Flint was a crisis of democracy—as 
decision-making had been taken out of the hands of Flint’s elected officials, and given to an “emergency 
manager” tasked with reining in costs—a  system that seems to be used disproportionately in 
communities of color, taking decisions out of community hands but leaving them to deal with their 
fallout. 
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There’s been a $640 million settlement of class action lawsuits, but Michigan Radio (1/11/21) reports 
that some civic leaders say the deal presents inappropriate hurdles—young children might not get their 
settlement if they don’t undergo a specific bone lead test—and some question how money could ever 
compensate Flint residents for months and months of washing and bathing and cooking with bottled 
water, to avoid exposing themselves and their families to a neurotoxin, all while officials deflected and 
denied and belittled concerns. 
We talked about Flint on CounterSpin, in its particulars and in terms of how it fits into bigger questions 
around environmental racism, resource control and local governance. In light of the renewed attention 
around the story—which has not ended, even as media looked away—we revisit some of those 
conversations this week. 
 
Conversations on Healthcare January 22  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Will Vaccines Work Against the New Variants? Virologist Dr. Angela Rasmussen on 
Unraveling the COVID Mysteries 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Angela Rasmussen, who leads the 
core virology team at the Viral Emergence Research Initiative at the Georgetown University Center for 
Global Health, Science and Security. A renowned expert on emerging pathogens that pose great harm to 
human health, she helps us unlock some of the mysteries around Sars-CoV-2, the COVID-19 virus. She 
talks about the swift production of the vaccine as a “scientific achievement of our lifetimes”. And looks 
at the risk of the growing number of variants of the virus, highlighting need to speed up global 
distribution of the vaccine to protect the population from greater threats.  
 
Philosophy Talk   February 1  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes         
Topic: Trolling, Bullying, and Flame Wars: Humility and Online Discourse  
 
Open up any online comments section and you’ll find them: internet trolls, from the mildly inflammatory 
to the viciously bullying. It seems that the ease of posting online leads many to abandon any semblance 
of intellectual humility. So can we have intellectual humility on an anonymous forum with little oversight 
and accountability? Does current online behavior portend the end of humility in the public domain? 
How do we encourage greater humility and less arrogance in any public discourse? The 
Philosophers open up the comments section for Michael Lynch from the University of Connecticut, 
author of The Internet of Us: Knowing More and Understanding Less in the Age of Big Data.  
  
Big Picture Science  February 3  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes            
Topic: Skeptic Check: Shared Reality  
  
One of the many shocking aspects of the Capitol attack was that it revealed how thoroughly the nation 
had cleaved into alternate realities. How did we get to this point? How did misinformation come to 
create beliefs embraced by millions?   
In this episode, experts in social media, cults, and the history of science join us for a discussion about 
how these alternative realities formed, why people are drawn to them, and the benefits of a shared 
reality.  
 
Alternative Radio  February 4  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes      
Topic: Democracy: Theirs & Ours  
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The term democracy is frequently invoked perhaps never more so than after the January 6th assault on 
the Capitol which was almost unanimously described as an attack on democracy. The Ancient Greeks 
coined the term, demos is people and kratia is power or rule. So ideally, rule of the people. The U.S. is 
the champion of democracy. But who benefits from a system created by a handful of privileged property 
and slave-owning white men more than two centuries ago? Concentrated power and wealth undermine 
and corrode democracy. Never before has there been such inequality as we see today. Even before the 
pandemic concentrations of income and wealth were astronomical, now it’s much, much worse. We are 
veering away from democracy toward oligarchy, rule of the few. What are the alternatives?  
  
Counterspin   February 5  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Kimberly Inez McGuire on Abortion Realities, Bama Athreya on Defending Gig 
Workers  
 
This week on CounterSpin: The same day’s news can include a story noting anti-abortion anger as an 
element in the “domestic extremism” the FBI is tracking. And one in which Joe Biden’s press secretary 
answers a question about the policy that denies US funding for foreign groups that perform abortions 
(or “counsel, refer or advocate” for abortion) by reminding reporters that Biden “attends church 
regularly.” And an obituary of anti-choice agitator Joseph Shiedler—a “funny,” “self-deprecating” guy, 
whose harassment of women at clinics the New York Times describes as “finding women who were 
considering abortions and persuading them not to follow through.”  Amid all that, a book review tosses 
off a reference to the post–World War II period as a time when ”surprise pregnancies were an obstacle 
to a better life,” and abortion was “taboo.” We’ll talk about actual realities of present-day abortion with 
Kimberly Inez McGuire, executive director of the group URGE: Unite for Reproductive & Gender Equity.   
 
Conversations on Healthcare February 5  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Pandemics and Social Networks: Influencer Dr. Eric Feigl-Ding on COVID-19 Messaging in 
the Age of Twitter  
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Eric Feigl-Ding, Senior Fellow at the 
Federation of American Scientists, a global policy think tank dedicated to using science and scientific 
analysis to make the world more secure. The former Harvard professor and researcher has leveraged a 
significant Twitter following to share large volumes of aggregated information, research and data on the 
rapidly evolving pandemic, culled from multiple sources around the world.  
  
Grab-Bag Program  February 6  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: Invisible Founders  
 
Bob Dylan, Stevie Nicks, Lindsey Buckingham, -Scholars, historic interpreters, and descendants of 
enslaved people recently gathered at Montpelier, the home of James Madison. -Justin Reid tells the 
story of how he set out to find the plantation where his great-great grandfather was enslaved, and what 
he found there. -Hasan Kwame Jeffries says we need to do more to teach our kids about African 
American history, even when it covers tough subjects.  
 
Philosophy Talk   February 8  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes              
Topic: The Rhetoric of Big Tech  
 
Big tech is known for its "disruption" of established industries and changing fundamental aspects of our 
lives from shopping and delivery to communication and transit. While many welcome these changes, 
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there are also worries about privacy, fairness, and deregulation. So how do tech companies think about 
what it is they are doing and what justifies it? Who are their philosophical sources, and do they use 
them responsibly? What role does New Age thinking, Ayn Rand, Martin Heidegger, and even Samuel 
Beckett play in shaping the rhetoric of big tech? Josh and Ray debug the code with Adrian Daub from 
Stanford University, author of What Tech Calls Thinking: An Inquiry into the Intellectual Bedrock of 
Silicon Valley.  
Counterspin   February 12  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes  
Guests/Topics: Kimberly Inez McGuire on Abortion Realities, Bama Athreya on Defending Gig 
Workers  
 
This week on CounterSpin: The same day’s news can include a story noting anti-abortion anger as an 
element in the “domestic extremism” the FBI is tracking. And one in which Joe Biden’s press secretary 
answers a question about the policy that denies US funding for foreign groups that perform abortions 
(or “counsel, refer or advocate” for abortion) by reminding reporters that Biden “attends church 
regularly.” And an obituary of anti-choice agitator Joseph Shiedler—a “funny,” “self-deprecating” guy, 
whose harassment of women at clinics the New York Times describes as “finding women who were 
considering abortions and persuading them not to follow through.”  Amid all that, a book review tosses 
off a reference to the post–World War II period as a time when ”surprise pregnancies were an obstacle 
to a better life,” and abortion was “taboo.” We’ll talk about actual realities of present-day abortion with 
Kimberly Inez McGuire, executive director of the group URGE: Unite for Reproductive & Gender Equity.  
  
Conversations on Healthcare February 12  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Biden COVID Task Force Member Michael Osterholm on Vaccine Perils and Promise 
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter welcome Dr. Michael Osterholm, newly appointed 
member of President-elect Biden’s COVID-19 Task Force. Director of the Center for Infectious Disease 
Research and Policy (CIDRAP) at the University of Minnesota, the renowned epidemiologist warns of 
dark days ahead as pandemic cases surge across America, but also sees great promise with the coming 
vaccines. Distribution, vaccine hesitancy and public skepticism will remain big hurdles. 
  
Alternative Radio  February 25  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: Cutting Through the Corporate Media 
 
With few exceptions the corporate mainstream media operate within very narrow parameters. In one 
corner you have MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow and in the other you have Fox’s Sean Hannity. And they do 
present contrasting views but the boundaries of discussion are limited. Certain topics are taboo, such as 
U.S. imperialism or really existing capitalism, not the wonders of the free market propaganda we’re 
bombarded with. Deep institutional structures are never the focus of attention. Here and there people 
make mistakes and are called out. And tactics and policies are criticized but the overall framework of 
power remains intact and unchallenged. The corporate mainstream media fulfills its role as a cover for a 
system that is clearly failing for the many but benefits the few. But there are alternatives to the BS.  
  
Counterspin   February 26  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Basav Sen on Biden Climate Policy, Hannah Sassaman on Prometheus v. FCC 
 
This week on CounterSpin: We know Biden will be better than Trump on climate policy, because a poke 
in the eye with a stick would be better. That media are celebrating the “inclusion of scientists 
throughout the government” shows how very low the bar has been set. The disasters of climate 
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disruption have next to no relationship to what corporate media say is “feasible” to address them. 
That’s the starting point of a conversation we had on how to move forward with Basav Sen, director of 
the Climate Justice project at the Institute for Policy Studies. Also on the show: You could find the news 
in business papers like the Wall Street Journal, industry organs like Broadband Breakfast 
and courtwatchers like SCOTUSblog, but a quick survey suggests that the Supreme Court case on 
whether media concentration means women and people of color will be forever shut out of media 
ownership is of no interest to major news media.  Some of the same media who find a “racial reckoning” 
around every corner can’t seem to connect the dots to Prometheus Radio Project vs. FCC, in which the 
“public interest” agency defends its efforts to undermine diversity goals. We get an update from Hannah 
Sassaman, former organizer with Prometheus, now policy director at Movement Alliance 
Project. Plus Janine Jackson takes a quick look at recent coverage of Jeff Bezos and Amazon.  
  
Conversations on Healthcare February 26  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: COVID-19 Is Shape-Shifting: Dr. William Haseltine Warns Variants & Lack of Containment 
May Weaken Vaccine Efficacy 
 
This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with scientist and entrepreneur Dr. William 
Haseltine, founder and CEO of ACCESS Health International, who warns the growing number of COVID-
19 variants will help the virus evade the vaccines currently being deployed. He cautions that lack of strict 
public health measures, particularly in the US, will lead to more widespread infection and endemic 
outbreaks. Dr. Haseltine urges the pharmaceutical industry to provide more nuanced data on the long 
term efficacy of vaccines, along with more widespread genomic testing of COVID strains to better 
understand their impact on COVID-related illness.  
  
Grab-Bag Program  February 27  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Topic: The Invention of Race  
 
One-hour historical documentary that tells the story of the construction of race, and racism, as we live 
with them today.  
 
Alternative Radio  March 4  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: James Baldwin’s Legacy  
 
James Baldwin was one of the most significant figures of the 20th century. In this moment of racial 
reckoning, his life and work are being discovered and rediscovered. He was born in 1924 and died in 
1987. He graduated from high school in New York but was otherwise self-taught. He said, “I love 
America more than any other country in the world.” That’s why I reserve “the right to perpetually 
criticize her.” And criticize he did. In his classic essays such as The Fire Next Time and Notes of a Native 
Son and his novels Go Tell it on the Mountain and Another Country, he wrote about the white power 
structure, systemic racism, police brutality, sexism, homophobia, inequality and predatory capitalism.   
  
Counterspin   March 5  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Celine McNicholas and Joanne Doroshow on Forced Arbitration, 
Kate Bronfrenbrenner on NLRB  
 
This week on CounterSpin: One of the more hopeful things you might not have heard about is the revival 
in the House of Representatives of the Forced Arbitration Injustice Repeal, or FAIR, Act, that would ban 
those ubiquitous small-print “agreements” that annul critical worker and consumer rights, like the ability 



to bring class action lawsuits. Prominent proponents include Google employees and former Fox News 
anchor Gretchen Carlson; but as bill sponsor Hank Johnson of Georgia explained, it’s really 
about narrowing the “massive power differential between soulless corporations and individuals just 
trying to get by.” We get some background on forced arbitration and why it matters from 
previous CounterSpin conversations with Celine McNicholas from the Economic Policy Institute and 
Joanne Doroshow from the Center for Justice and Democracy. An important if often hidden engine of 
the corporate corrosion of worker/consumer rights has been the National Labor Relations Board, the 
federal enforcer of labor law. It seems like change is afoot: Biden apparently called for the resignation of 
the Board’s general counsel, famously anti-union Peter Robb, 23 minutes after becoming president, 
fired him when he refused to resign, and then fired the next Trump appointee who took the job. We 
talked about the Trump-era NLRB while it was happening with Cornell University’s 
Kate Bronfrenbrenner. We hear part of that conversation this week.  
  
Conversations on Healthcare March 5  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: From Ebola Survivor to COVID Warrior: Dr. Craig Spencer on the Pandemic’s Lingering 
Threat  
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Craig Spencer, Director of Global 
Health in Emergency Medicine at New York-Presbyterian/Columbia University Medical Center and 
Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine and Population and Family Health at the Columbia University 
Medical Center. A an emergency medicine and epidemiology expert on the board of Doctors Without 
Borders, Dr. Spencer talks about what he learned battling Ebola in West Africa, surviving the deadly 
illness himself, and how COVID-19 is revealing huge gaps in health equity and public health readiness 
that need to be repaired. 
  
Grab-Bag Program   March 6  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: Race: Let' Talk About It: James Baldwin   
 
On the next Another View, we begin our “Race: Let’s Talk About It” conversation with filmmaker Karen 
Thorsen, creator of the documentary “James Baldwin, The Price of a Ticket”. In his own words, Baldwin 
shares what it means to be black, poor, gifted and gay in a world that doesn’t understand that all men 
are brothers. Thorsen gives us insight on this iconic literary giant and civil and gay rights activist, along 
with the back story on the development of the film.  
 
Alternative Radio  March 11  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: From Neoliberalism to Neofascism    
 
Fascism of the classic variety is associated with Germany, Italy and Japan. It ends at the conclusion of 
World War II. But in the recent years there has been the development of a different variety which is 
neofascism. Neo is a Greek prefix meaning new. From Modi’s India to Erdogan’s Turkey neofascist 
autocratic regimes have taken hold. There is a direct connection from the failed economic policies of 
what is called neoliberalism to neofascism. Neoliberalism was given a huge boost in the 1980s by 
Reagan and Thatcher. Its characteristics are deregulation, cutting government spending, shredding the 
social safety net, privatization and tax cuts for the rich. The result: widespread immiseration and 
discontent. In its wake, demagogues exploit the situation. They are coming to power by scapegoating, 
instigating violence against minorities, coupled with loud calls for “getting our country back,” and lots of 
flag waving.  
  



Counterspin   March 12  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Mitch Jones on Texas Freeze-Outs, Joe Torres on News for All the People  
 
This week on CounterSpin: As Texans continue to deal with impacts of a deadly combination of frigid 
weather and power outages, the New York Times report on the crisis allows as how “part of the 
responsibility for the near-collapse of the state’s electrical grid can be traced to the decision in 1999 to 
embark on the nation’s most extensive experiment in electrical deregulation.” There have been multiple 
warnings of potential problems, the Times says, “But there has not been widespread public 
dissatisfaction with the system, although many are now wondering if they are being well served.” It 
sounds a little like blaming people for not realizing they’d been sold a broken umbrella while the sun 
was out. If media really expect people to actively challenge the promises pushed—aggressively and 
constantly—by the energy industry, maybe they could do a little more challenging themselves? We’ll 
talk about lessons from Texas with Mitch Jones, policy director at Food & Water Watch and Food & 
Water Action. Also on the show: Part of the scandal of Black History Month is that it’s a “month” at all, 
of course, with the implication that the contributions and experiences of Black people in this country are 
ancillary to the “real” history—that’s it a class you can skip and still pass the course. The further scandal 
is that so much of the history we learn in February is not just little-known, but hidden—entire stories of 
events and movements and lives that, if they were stitched routinely into our understanding of this 
country, would utterly reshape it. That’s true not least of media’s own history—a  problem named and 
responded to with the 2011 publication of News for All the People: The Epic Story of Race and the 
American Media, co-authored by Juan Gonzalez and Joseph Torres. We spoke with Joe Torres, now 
senior director of strategy and engagement at the group Free Press, when the book came out. We’ll 
hear that conversation today.  
  
Conversations on Healthcare March 12  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes         
Guest/Topic: Nursing on the Front Lines: ANA President Dr. Ernest Grant on Protecting Nation’s 4.3 
Million Nurses  
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Ernest Grant, President of the 
American Nurses Association, the largest organization representing the nation’s 4.3 nursing 
professionals and the patients they serve. He talks about the myriad challenges nurses have faced 
throughout the pandemic, the need to ensure more protection is put in place to shield them against the 
effects of COVID-19 and other workplace harm, and plans to advance the nursing the profession across 
the health care spectrum, beyond the pandemic. 
  
Philosophy Talk   March 15  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes             
Topic: Trolling, Bullying, and Flame Wars: Humility and Online Discourse  
  
Counterspin   March 19  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Michelle Holder on Black Women & Minimum Wage, Alice O’Connor on the War on 
Poverty  
 
This week on CounterSpin: It’s not clear where the fight to raise the federal minimum wage to $15 an 
hour stands in Congress right now, but while politicians do what they need to do, no one’s forcing news 
media to drown out discussion of the economic and historical sense, the simple rightness of lifting the 
wage, in smaller-bore talk about current political “feasibility.” Polls show wide public support, across 
party lines, so it’s only elite media forcing the idea that those opposing this overdue move are 
“moderate.” While a federal minimum wage increase would affect millions of workers and the social 



fabric, it would have particular impact on one “essential” yet somehow expendable group: Black 
women. We’ll talk about that with economist Michelle Holder, associate professor of economics at John 
Jay College/City University of New York, and author of the report The Double Gap and the Bottom 
Line: African-American Women’s Wage Gap and Corporate Profits. Also on the show: The fact that news 
media can even host a debate around just how poor it’s OK to let a person be who works a full-time job 
in a wealthy country is a sign of the perverse nature of media’s storytelling on poverty. But media also 
distort the history of responses to poverty in this country, which has always included recognition that 
it’s about power, and not just money. We talked about some of this crucial but scarcely discussed 
history a few years back with Alice O’Connor, professor of History at University of California/Santa 
Barbara, director of UCSB’s Blum Center on Poverty, Inequality and Democracy, and author of, among 
other titles, Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy and the Poor in 20th Century US 
History.  We’ll hear some of that conversation today. 
  
Conversations on Healthcare March 19  7:30 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Nursing on the Front Lines: ANA President Dr. Ernest Grant on Protecting Nation’s 4.3 
Million Nurses  
 
This week, hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Ernest Grant, President of the 
American Nurses Association, the largest organization representing the nation’s 4.3 nursing 
professionals and the patients they serve. He talks about the myriad challenges nurses have faced 
throughout the pandemic, the need to ensure more protection is put in place to shield them against the 
effects of COVID-19 and other workplace harm, and plans to advance the nursing the profession across 
the health care spectrum, beyond the pandemic. 
  
Grab-Bag Program  March 20  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Cultivating Place: Dr. Elaine Ingham, Soil Scientist - THE EARTH IN HER HANDS WOMEN'S 
HISTORY MONTH  
 
Women’s History month on Cultivating Place continues this week, knowing that radio and new voices 
are especially important to us all right now. Dr. Elaine Ingham is the founder of Soil Food Web Inc. An 
early researcher and articulator of the soil food web model, she brings us up to speed on things soil life. 
Hang in there and Join us! We are committed to being the encouraging and expanding voice in your ear 
as we all hang in there.  
 
Alternative Radio  March 25  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes            
Topic: Consequences of Capitalism      
 
The consequences of capitalism during the pandemic have revealed glaring failures and monstrous 
brutalities. It’s a highly unstable economic system, careening from crisis to crisis. For a handful, it 
produces unparalleled levels of wealth. But for the many, if they even have a job, it’s a paycheck to 
paycheck existence. What are the priorities? The U.S. spends close to a trillion on the military. That’s 
more than the next ten countries combined. Compare that with the less than $50 billion allotted to the 
National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation. With robust funding it’s very likely we 
would have been better prepared for the pandemic and would not be the world leader in deaths. The 
future? We will move toward a more humane and decent society or continue on our present destructive 
path.  
  



Counterspin   March 26  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guests/Topics: Ernesto Falcon on Internet for All, Alexander Kaufman on Future-Proofed Housing 
Codes   
 
This week on CounterSpin: Reporters covering the pandemic can’t help but note the impact of the digital 
divide: How do you work from home, or do remote learning, or even register for a vaccine, without not 
just available, but affordable high-speed internet? Yet a major congressional effort to end that divide is, 
so far, generating little interest from big media. It’s almost as if the corporate press accepted the 
existence of information haves and have-nots, because that’s how goods get divided in this country—
even if it doesn’t make technological, economic or humanitarian sense. We’ll hear about the Accessible, 
Affordable Internet for All Act (AAIA) from Ernesto Falcon, senior legislative counsel at Electronic 
Frontier Foundation. Also on the show: As with the country’s communication networks, there’s an 
obvious social win, and cost efficiency, in adapting buildings to climate realities—making them not just 
energy efficient (right now, they generate about 40% of greenhouse gases), but “future-proofed” against 
predictable and predicted weather events. Many cities think so, and they were working on building 
codes to reflect that—until industry groups, including home builders and the American Gas Association, 
said not so fast. We’ll get this very important but still under the radar story from Alexander Kaufman, 
who’s been on it. He covers climate change, energy and environmental policy as a senior reporter at 
HuffPost. Plus Janine Jackson takes a quick look at press coverage of the Atlanta hate-crime shootings.  
  
Conversations on Healthcare March 26  7:00 a.m.  30 minutes 
Guest/Topic: Dr. Michael Osterholm Says Variants Will Cause More Havoc  
 
This week hosts Mark Masselli and Margaret Flinter speak with Dr. Michael Osterholm, renowned 
pandemic expert and Director of the Center for Infectious Disease Policy and Research (CIDRAP) at the 
University of Minnesota. A recent advisor to President Biden’s transition team, Dr. Osterholm warns of 
another COVID-19 surge on the horizon as the more contagious UK variant, which is causing more 
lockdowns across Europe, is becoming the dominant strain in the US. He says vaccination rates must be 
accelerated, and that more equitable distribution of vaccines around the world will be the only way to 
get the pandemic under control.  
 
Philosophy Talk   March 29  7:00 a.m.  60 minutes            
Topic: What is masculinity?  
 
Strong, in control, and stoic—these are traits of the ideal masculine man. Men who fail to conform to 
this ideal are often penalized, particularly if they are men of color, queer men, working-class men, or 
men with disabilities. So how do we create different visions of masculinity that make room for all kinds 
of men? Should we abandon the idea of masculinity altogether, or would that be throwing out the baby 
with the bathwater? What kind of ideals of masculinity will bring us closer to gender justice in the 21st 
century? The Philosophers man their mics with Robin Dembroff from Yale University, author of Real 
Men on Top: The Metaphysics of Patriarchy (in progress).  
  


