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WMEV-LP  Public Service Programming 
A Closer Look, Sundays 11:30 AM – July - August 2005 

Saturdays 6 AM – effective September 3, 2005 
Each segment is approximately 13 minutes in length 

 
July 3, 2005 
Lt. Dean Hurley—Tennessee Highway Patrol 
Lt. Hurley discussed instruction on how to respond to a traffic stop, approach emergency vehicles stopped 
on the side of the road, changes in booster seat laws and the procedure followed for DUI offences. 
 
Jennifer Bauer—Park Ranger, Sycamore Shoals State Park 
Sycamore Shoals is offering a 4th of July celebration as well as their traditional outdoor drama THE 
WATAUGANS during the month of July. 
 
July 10, 2005 
Lucy Fleming—Fun Fest Director 
Keith Wilson—Chair, Fun Fest 2005 
Roy Harmon—Financial Advisor, Fun Fest 
The 25th year of Fun Fest will feature a commemorative coin as well as a new program called “Friends of 
Festus” to supplement income from the event.  Fun Fest is scheduled for July 15-23. 
 
Lucy Fleming—Fun Fest Director 
Trida LaHair & Sharon Harris—Junior League of Kingsport 
Junior League has produced a cook book in honor of the 25th year of Fun Fest and it will be for sale in the 
Fun Fest Store which also carries merchandise and ticket sales for events and concerts 
 
July 17, 2005 
Valerie Rowlett—Volunteer Coordinator, Bays Mountain Park 
Bays Mountain Park offers educational programs for the public, school groups and home school students.  
The park also has outdoor animal habitats and enclosures for viewing animals in their natural environment. 
 
Dave Taylor—Senior Naturalist—Bays Mountain Park 
The lake at Bays Mountain Park was originally us as a water reservoir for the city of Kingsport.  Animals 
living at the park include deer, bobcats, otters, raccoons, wolves and turtles. 
 
July 24, 2005 
Kingsport Mayor Dennis Phillips 
The first meeting of a newly seated Board of Mayor and Alderman calls for election of a Vice Mayor who 
is Larry Muncey for the current term.  Issues of priority nature to be addressed by the board include 
funding for education, downtown revitalization and economic development.  Vehicle safety is also a major 
focus for Kingsport and additional traffic officers have been assigned. 
 
July 31, 2005 
Bob Trent—President, Virginia Highlands Festival 
National Geographic Traveler has designated this festival as a Top 20 “must see” event.  The festival will 
take place July 30-August 14 and will feature many events including exhibits, tours, and entertainment. 
 
Cynthis Herrell & Madeline Dean—Virginia Highlands Festival 
An Antique Market and Kitchen tours are a part of the festival featuring antique seminars.  Youth activities 
will take place in a tented area and include a parade, beach party and crafts. 
 
 
August 7, 2005 
Valerie Rowlett—Volunteer Coordinator, Bays Mountain Park 



Dave Taylor—Senior Naturalist, Bays Mountain Park 
This segment was taped on location in the Herpetarium, with outdoor shots of wolves.  Bays Mountain Park 
Lake was originally the water reservoir for Kingsport but is now a recreation area for pontoon rides, hiking 
and fishing.  The park houses habitats for various animals including deer, otters, wolves and bird species.  
Bays Mountain is owned and operated by the town of Kingsport and is the largest city park in the nation. 
 
August 14, 2005 
Mark Halback & Steve Ricker—Davy Crockett Birthplace State Park 
The park is offering a Crockett Days Celebration for visitors to see and experience what life would have 
been like for our ancestors.  The event will also feature re-enactors as a living exhibit of history. 
 
Richard Shadden—Secretary/Manager, Appalachian Fair 
The theme of the 2005 fair is “Ageless Fun” and will feature entertainment for the entire family.  This year 
the fair has been shortened to 6 days for financial reasons. 
 
August 21, 2005 
Jim Harlan—Chair, United Way Fund Drive, 2005 
The goal this year has been increased by 6% to cover funding needs of non-profit agencies.  A Regional 
Kick Off will be observed on August 25 in Bristol as each of the area agencies announce goals and begin 
their collection of donations.  The theme for this campaign is “What Matters”. 
 
 
August 29, 2005 
Nina Ketron—Cove Ridge Center of Natural Tunnel State Park 
Tim Stafford—Blue Highway Band 
The Papa Joe Smiddy Mountain Music Festival is a part of the Duffield Daze celebration.  The concert will 
feature several musical groups at the State Park. 
 
John Watson—Director, Interfaith Hospitality Network 
IHN is designed to supply services to homeless families enabling them to find housing and jobs. Particular 
attention is given to needs of children involved.  
 
 
September 3, 2005 
Karen Reed Wright—Reading Initiative Coordinator, Kingsport Schools 
The ability to read well affects the quality of life for both adults and children.  Special attention is given in 
our city school system to tutoring students needing help. 
 
Nathan Vaughn—Tennessee House Representative 
Three topics of priority for our state currently are TennCare, School Funding and Ethics.  The House of 
Legislators is studying, thorough special committees, ways to alleviate these concerns. 
 
September 10, 2005 
Denise Hightower & Maxine Phillippi—Cardio Vascular Services of J. C.  
Heart disease is becoming more common in women and displays symptoms that vary from that of men with 
heart disease. Special emphasis is being given on educating women to risk factors and screening.   
 
Jan Miles & Carrie Schwartz—Imagination Library 
Children from birth through age 5 can receive books from this program which promotes literacy.  
Imagination Library is sponsored financially by the state and local contributors. 
 
September 17, 2005 
Diana Meredith—Co- Founder, Clinch Mountain Music Festival 
This festival has been designed to educate and acquaint the area with our musical heritage.  The event was 
originally planned for 2006, but participating musicians pushed for and earlier event. 
 



Jane Harris—Executive Director, Kingsport Area Hawkins County Red Cross 
Response of the community for helping victims of Hurricane Katrina was overwhelmingly good.  Offers of 
housing, material goods and monetary donations are abundant as we address this ongoing need. 
 
September 24, 2005 
Pat Wallin—Registered Dietician, Southeast Dairy Association 
SUDIA is donating 10,000 half pints of milk delivered daily to shelters for Katrina evacuees.  Milk is an 
essential component of a healthy diet and is especially important for children. 
 
Jimmy Neil Smith—President, International Storytelling Center 
Storytelling is becoming an integral part of our culture and is being used in the educational process of 
schools as well as for therapeutic treatment in health care institutions. 
 
    
PUBLIC AFFAIRS FROM LOCAL NEWS PROGRAMS  
 
 
Agriculture Stories: 
Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms:   
 
Date:8-8-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Smyth County Meth Bust: Sara Diamond reporting….A Meth Lab Bust lands a 
Virginia Couple in Jail. Our News Partners, Bristol Herald Courier, report the Raid 
happened earlier today in Smyth County. Deputies say they confiscated various 
drugs..Guns..And a stolen motorcycle from the home in Sugar Grove. Daniel Crouse and 
his girlfriend Krystal Patrick are both being held in the Southwest Virginia Regional Jail 
in Abingdon tonight without bond. (:20) 
 
Date: 8-15-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Southern States: Jim Bailey reporting… A Tri Cities couple is set to take on a National 
Company. The Southwest Virginia Couple says Southern States Legacy Horse Feed is 
behind Emergency surgery on two of their horses and..sickness in a handful of others. 
Carol Haught/farm manager noticed that her usually friendly horse was subdued. She 
called her veterinarian husband home and they packed the colicky off to Virginia Tech 
for emergency surgery. Doctors eventually found 20-25 pounds of sand-like substance in 
his colon. And after tests on Dinero’s feed..the Haughts say it comes from improperly 
mixed Southern States Legacy pellets. They’re supposed to contain around 1% 
limestone..these contained 33% limestone. The Haughts and their lawyer have filed suit 
against Southern States and hope to warn others who are using the feed and may have 
colicky horses. We have contacted Southern States but they were unavailable for 
comment today..We do expect a response though..And we will be sure to continue 
following this story for you. (2:00) 
 
 
Date: 8-17-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Video Open: Jim Bailey reporting…. 
We first told you yesterday about a Tri Cities Man facing 31 counts of Animal Cruelty 
who blamed his neighbor for letting more than a dozen of “His” chickens die. Tonight 
that neighbor speaks exclusively to your Tri Cities News Source.  



 
Chicken Lady: Phillip Gray of Bluff City was arraigned in Court yesterday, charged 
with neglecting his dog and 30 chickens. Gray told our News Partner, The Bristol Herald 
Courier, that his neighbor is to blame for knocking over the Chicken Coop injuring the 
birds. But that neighbor has a different story. This Rooster and 16 others have something 
to crow about..They’re alive. Unfortunately, we can’t say the same for the 13 others who 
once called this chicken coop home..Today all that’s left are a few rotting carcasses. But 
who’s to blame? Belinda Rogers says she and Gray have been at odds since early this 
year. She says it escalated this month after she cut off Gray’s access to her Septic Tank. 
That’s when Rogers says her Neighbor abandoned his house and his animals. Animal 
Control Officers tell us the person who’s responsible, is the one who’s been charged in 
Court with the Crime. Gray still has an opportunity to prove otherwise..In Court…..Philip 
Gray filed Animal Cruelty charges against Belinda Rogers back in March, but Animal 
Control Officers say they are unaware of those charges. (2:00) 
 
 
 
Date:8-22-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Appalachian Fair $: Jim Bailey reporting… For one Regional Fair..The impact is more 
than just six days of Festivities. Fairs and Festivals are big business in the Tri Cities and 
The Appalachian Fair in Gray is no exception..But Newschannel 11’s Elissa Burnell 
discovered the vast majority of the money made at the Even goes right back into the 
Community. There are rides and games of chance. And of cours there is food. The 79th 
annual Appalachian Fair is similar to the other festivals the Tri Cities seem to have just 
about every week this time of year. For the Ruritans and other organizations it is about 
more than just serving up some good food though, it’s also about serving their local 
community. For the Gray Ruritan, this week means 80-plus-percent of their service 
budget for the coming year..$15-$20,000. It’s something that makes this fair a little 
different from the others..money stays right here..Making grassroots groups like the Gray 
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts possible. Without the Ruritan doing what they do to support 
them they couldn’t do what they’re able to do. In addition to the Ruritans at the 
Fair..Local Civitans, Optimist Clubs and Kiwanis Organizations are also raising money at 
the Fair. (2:01) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Crime Stories: 
 
 
Date: 7-1-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
JC Suspects Bond: Jim Bailey & Sara Diamond reporting…. Tri Cities Judges decide 
everyday what amount they should charge in bond to let a Criminal Suspect out of Jail. 



Yesterday, Bond was set for accused Motel Murderers Danny Greene and Jason Austin. 
We wondered how those decisions are made..Mike Giordano, Newschannel 11,  
discovered, any number of factors enter into setting bail. Accused killers Danny Greene 
and Jason Austin standing before a Judge Robert Lincoln to hear what it will take to get 
out of jail. He then sat there bonds each a $500,000, half of what the state’s asked for. I 
think that’s adequate to protect the state’s interest and also to protect you. What that 
amount means is that each of the defendants will come up with 50,000 in cash. 
Prosecutors asked for a million bond citing the crime’s severity and the possibility the 
two might flee, arguing they were arrested in Sevier County possible on their way to 
Florida. Flight risk was also a concern when child rape suspect Donald Lynch was given 
a 200-thousand dollar bond. He hasn’t been seen since and is now on Tennessee’s 10 
Most Wanted List. Sullivan County Sessions Judge Steven Jones cannot comment on any 
case specifically, but says there are a number of factors judges consider before setting 
bond. Bonding companies also run thorough checks, forcing defendants to fill out 
extensive applications. Bondsman Bob Buchanan refuses to bond out anyone he 
considers a real flight risk. Jones says bonding decisions can weigh on Judges. After all, 
he says, no one wants to set a defendant free who then goes out and commits another 
crime. Jones says bond amounts are not set in stone. Judges do use some discretion. 
(2:00) 
 
Date: 7-1-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Overbay Osborne: Sara Diamond reporting…. Two Kingsport Teens plead not guilty 
today to Murder and Attempted Murder charges. Nicholas Overbay and Corey Osborne 
are accused of shooting to death 18 year old Joshua Tilson last Christmas. They are also 
accused of trying to kill another Teens. Osborne and Overbay will be tried together, As 
Adults, and face Life in Prison if convicted. Their Trial is set for February 21st. (:25) 
 
Date: 7-1-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Justin Jones guilty plea: Sara Diamond reporting…. A guilty plea in a Tricities 
murder now 3 years old. Justin Jones—A man already convicted of killing E-T-S-U 
Student James Norwood—pleads guilty today to Second Degree Murder and Aggravated 
Assault in the 2002 Killing of Bristol Resident Terry Lynn Rhymer. The pleas though –
come as No Consolation to the Victims’ Family.  In exchange for the guilty plea and 
Jones testimony against his alleged Partner-In-Crime Joey Lee Goins—Jones will serve 
up to 30 years in Prison. (:45) 
 
Date: 7-4-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Fugitive Search: Jim Bailey reporting… The Holiday doesn’t slow down a Manhunt in 
the Tri-Cities. In Unicoi County the search continues today for Darrell Tipton. The 
Unicoi Native is wanted for questioning in four Out of State Murders. Tipton is 
considered armed and dangerous. Police tell us they have handed out pictures of him at 
area campgrounds hoping the Holiday Hikers may have a lead. Police have been 
searching for Tipton in Unicoi County for a week. (:30) 
 
Date: 7-5-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 



Car Break-Ins: Sara Diamond & Jim Bailey reporting… Investigators across the Tri-
Cities are advising you to keep a close watch on your wheels. They tell us Auto Break-
Ins are increasing in frequency in our region. Kingsport Police are investigating at least 
half a dozen break-ins that occurred over the Holiday weekend. But Newschannel 11’s 
April Owen found that number is no unusual. Brittney Moore has only been driving for 
about a year..But she learned a valuable lesson when her friend’s car was broken into. 
They stole her system and everything. Now, she protects her valuables. Police say 
precautions, because Auto Burglaries are happening more often in the Tri-cities. In 
addition to Kingsport’s thefts, Bristol Virginia Police are still working to solve a rash of 
Auto Burglaries from June. Sometimes theft isn’t so easy, but if the merchandise inside is 
appealing, thieves will do what they have to get inside. Police say if you have expensive 
equipment in your car, put an identifying mark on it and keep all serial numbers in a safe 
place, otherwise, If Police recover stolen goods, you can’t prove it’s yours. Johnson City 
Police say Auto Burglary is quickly turning into one of that City’s most frequent crimes. 
Only about 40 to 50 percent of Auto Burglaries are solved. (2:00) 
 
Date: 7-13-05  Time: 6:00a.m. 
ATF Raid: Josh Smith reporting…. 
Agents from the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms conducted a Raid 
yesterday in Church Hill. According to the Kingsport Times News, Agents seized a 
massive amount of pills, and some stolen tools and building supplies. Authorities say 49-
year old Dana Gregory of Church Hill was taken into Custody…But A-T-F Officials 
haven’t released any details about why they raided Gregory’s Home. (:25) 
 
Date: 8-1-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Mother Indicted: Sara Diamond reporting… A Tri-Cities area Woman is accused of 
exploiting her child on the Internet. 39 year old Marcia Darlene Davidson of Glade 
Spring, Virginia was recently indicted on charges of Using a Computer to exploit a Child 
and taking Indecent Liberties with a child. A Criminal complaint obtained by 
Newschannel 11…Marcia Davidson of having her daughter exposed her breast to a man 
watching on the Internet through a web cam. Investigators first learned about the 
incidents from a Washington County Social Worker. According to the indictment..the 
crimes happened sometime in July of 2004. Andrew Leonard is a social worker not 
involved in this case, but he know what it takes for a child to overcome this kind of 
traumatic experience. The teenage girl is currently in the custody of her Father. Davidson 
has a Plea Hearing set for next Monday. If she does not plead guilty, a Court date she 
would return to Court later to have a Trial Date set. She could be sentenced up to ten 
years in Prison if convicted. (2:00) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: 8-1-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 



Early Jail Release: Sara Diamond reporting…. The Washington County, Tennnessee 
Jail is following in the footsteps of other Tri-cities Jails by giving some of its Inmates the 
chance to shorten their sentences. Newschannel 11’s Nate Morabito found out a new 
Work Detail Program could be one Long-Term Solution to the County’s Jail 
Overcrowding Dilemma. Even though John Cooper is supposed to be behind bars for six 
years..He has reason to smile. Since he is a State Prisoner serving time at the Washington 
County Detention Center, for every day he works his sentence is reduced by a day. In the 
past, Cooper’s Non-violent County CounterParts only h ad the chance to cut down their 
sentences by 25 percent. Monday Morning, The Jail’s population was 426…That’s 125 
fewer Inmates than just three weeks ago, but the Jail is still overcrowded by about 80 
people. And the numbers should continue to shrink. Sheriff Ed Graybeal says because of 
the new program, five Inmates have already been released, and five more will be gone 
within the next two months. The Program should have an even bigger future impact. 
County Residents we spoke with tell us they think this could be one of the best solutions 
yet. The County doesn’t really have a choice..If the County doesn’t fix the overcrowding 
problem by next month, the State could decertify the Jail. The New Work Program could 
currently affect at least 75 Non-Viloent misdemeanor Inmates with sentences ranging 
from eight to 1,100 days. (2:00) 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: 8-4-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Wagoner Lawsuit: Jim Bailey & Sara Diamond reporting… The Mother of a five 
year old girl who died tragically in a Washing machine files a 37-million dollar Lawsuit 
against the Machine Manufacturer and Owners of The Laundry Mat where the youngster 
died. Rebecca Billings Wagoner filed the Suit in Smyth County Circuit Court today. Her 
Daughter, Rebecca..also called Hope…died June 17 after becoming trapped in an 
Industrial Washing Machine and suffocating. Wagoner claims Pellerin Milnor 
Corporation knew the Washing machine could start on its own once the door shut. But 
did not issue warnings. Wagoner also claims Heath Brothers Sales and Service…The 
Owner of the Laundry Mat..knew the machine could start on its own and did nothing to 
warn Customers or have a way to stop the Machine in an emergency. Hope’s 14-year old 
Half-brother, Roy McAllister..was with her at the time….And has been charged with 
Involuntary Manslaughter. (1:00) 
 
Date: 8-5-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Horse Neglect Sentencing: Sara Diamond reporting…  A three year Court Battle over 
a case of Horse Neglect in Virginia ended with a Plea Bargain today. Our News Partners, 
The Bristol Herald Courier, report Junior and Karen Gobble agreed to three year 
sentences in connection with starving 11 Horses in 2002. Authorities found the Horses 
starving..covered with manure and open sores from a Farm the Gobbles owned in Bristol. 
Junior Gobble will spend 90 days in Jail..With the rest of his sentence suspended. The 
Couple ran up more than 10-thousand dollars in Court costs in the last three years 
fighting their convictions. They will be formally charged August 30. (:30) 



 
Date: 8-8-05  Time: 11:00 P.M. 
Full Moon Effect: Sara Diamond & Jim Bailey reporting…We’ve all heard the Old 
Wives Tale..The Full Moon sets people off..or does it? We sent Newschannel 11’s Elissa 
Burnell to talk to the Law Enforcement Officers and Doctors who are on the receiving 
end of Emergency calls to see just what happens when there is a full moon rising. This 
year’s first full moon in January, rose as Sullivan County investigated the murder of 
James Whitaker-his wife and step son have been charged in the crime. March’s full moon 
also saw a shooting outside of a convenience store in Johnson City and a murder in Carter 
County. April through June’s moons saw purse snatchings, kidnappings and a domestic 
assault. But the question is…are those out of the ordinary? Sheriff Wayne 
Anderson/Sullivan Co. “that’s the firs thing I learned when I came into law 
enforcement—watch out for a full moon because it’s a rough night, or it’ll be a rough 
week or whatever.” But for Anderson’s Sullivan County Dpt. The first seven full moons 
this year haven’t really seen too much more crime than the average night. So the evidence 
is split..is it the full moon that makes people act this way? Or was that one year just a 
coindence? Dr. Garik Misenar/OR Doctor say that it is common wisdom around a 
Medical Emergency room crazy lots trauma, everything crazy happens. But he says that’s 
the common wisdom aroungd the medical center ER—studies largely disprove the 
theory. So in the end it’s a split decision. But both Doctors and Offices say the full moon 
at least adds to their stress level—whether the myth is true or not..the thought that it 
might be has them always bracing for the worst. ..Misenar adds that he knows of no 
correlation between the full moon and the number of babies born at the Medical Center. 
This month’s full moon is next week. …on the 19th. (2:00) 
 
 
Date: 8-19-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Gilmer Verdict: Jim Bailey reporting… It didn’t take long for Jurors to reach a Verdict 
in the Trial of a North Carolina Doctor accused of killing his own Father and dumping 
the body along a Washington County Virginia Road. Jurors deliberated less than 90 
minutes before coming to a verdict. Gilmer served as his own Lawyer….calling himself 
to the stand  
Testify that he had been sexually abused as a child. He had used an Insanity Defense. 
Gilmer faces a maximum of Life in Prison..A Sentencing Hearing is set for Monday 
morning. (:30) 
 
Date: 8-22-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
 Greene County Lawyer: Jim Bailey reporting… A Greene County Lawyer faces 
charges of assaulting the County Mayor. WGRV Radio reports Frank Santore Junior was 
arrested and charged with Aggravated Criminal Trespassing. Assault…And Vandalism. 
The Incident happened last Thursday …When Santore allegedly assaulted Mayor Roger 
Jones at the County Clerk’s Office…Causing damage to a wall by allegedly punching it. 
Santore is scheduled for Arraingnment Wednesday Morning. (:20) 
 
Date: 9-14-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Johnson Tape: Jim Bailey reporting… 



The Defense for a Tri-Cities Man accused of killing a Bristol Police Officer files a 
second motion to keep a Police Videotape out of Court. Nikolaus Johnson is charged with 
murdering Officer Mark Vance last November. In a Police Videotape..Johnson is 
allegedly heard shouting and cursing at Officers after the shooting. Defense Attorneys 
lost their first attempt to bar the tape from the trial. Now they claim the tape contains no 
real information and the flashing lights and heavy metal music in the background will 
prejudice a Jury. They also want to bar the Proscution from using Photos of Vance during 
the Trial…And to only use black and white photographs of the Scene..Invoking less 
emotion. Proscutors have not yet filed a response..A Circuit Court Judge could rule on 
the Motion in October. (:45) 
 
Date: 9-15-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Cocke County Standoff: Sara Diamond reporting… Sheriff’s Deputies and Police 
Officers storm a Pharmacy where a Suspect held Customers Hostage. The Standoff 
happened at the CVS in Newport earlier this evening. WATE in Knoxville reports a man 
held three Hostages inside the Store for more than an hour. None of the Hostages were 
harmed. Newport Police say the Suspect was apparently looking for Controlled 
Substances. The Suspect was taken to U-T Medical with gunshot wounds. It’s not clear if 
Officers shot him..or he turned the gun on himself. (25) 
 
 
Date: 9-15-05  Time: 11:00p.m. 
JC Body Found: Jim Bailey reporting… Johnson City Police investigate a body found  
in the Downtown Area. Johnson City Police tell your Tri-Cities News Source a body was 
found in the 1000 block of Market Street earlier tonight. Officials are not releasing any 
more details tonight. We’ll stay with this breaking story as more information becomes 
available. (:25) 
 
Date: 9-21-05  Time: 11:00p.m. 
Washington County Virginia Roads….Jim Bailey reporting…. 
Washington County Virginia Deputies get a Grant to crack down on Drunk Drivers. 
Deputies tell your Newsource they have received a grant of 20-thousand dollars to use in 
2006. The money will go to “Checkpoint Strike Force”…which allows Deputies to 
conduct Traffic Checkpoints at Strategic Locations throughout Washington County. The 
Grant will pay Deputies to work off Duty to conduct those checkpoints. (:20) 
 
Date: 9-21-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Salyer Murder: Sara Diamond reporting… Bristol Virginia Police say they now know 
who is responsible for a Murder in the City 15 years ago. Tammy Salyer was killed in 
1990 on Interstate 81 near the current Exit 7 area. Police now say Judy Weaver..Formerly 
of Washington County Virgina and Bristol Tennessee..killed Salyer. No charges against 
Weaver are possible because she died in 1997..Before Police knew her identity. The 
Investigation is still ongoing..As Police try to learn if anyone else was involved in the 
Murder. (:25) 
 
 



 
 
Education Stories: 
 
 
Date: 7-5-05  Time: 5:00p.m. 
ETSU Pharmacy ; Selena Wiles reporting…The search begins for the Dean of the 
ETSU Pharmacy School. Even though the University is still seeking final approval of the 
School from the Tennessee Higher Education Commission. Approval is expected later 
this month. Another 1.5 million dollars needs to be raised to open a Pharmacy School to 
Students by Fall 2006. (:25) 
 
 
Date: 7-5-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
ETON Follow-up: Sara Diamond reporting…. There could be Legal Action over the 
hiring of Director of Schools Dr. David Roper by the Elizabethton Board of Education. 
The Elizabethton Star quotes the opinion of a Lawyer for the Tennessee Press 
Association that the Board violated the State Open Meetings Law when it met in a 
Nashville Hotel Roomin 2003 to negotiate a contract with Dr. Roper. Today a 
Spokesman told Newschannel 11..A Group opposing the recent transfers of several City 
School Faculty and Staff is considering their Legal Options. The Group is seeking to 
recall three School Board Members who’ve publicly supported Roper. No comment from 
the School Board tonight. (:30) 
 
Date:  7-13-05 6:00 a.m. 
ETSU Pharmacy School: Josh Smith reporting…. Later today, We’ll know the Fate of 
East Tennessee State University’s College of Pharmacy. The Tennessee Higher 
Education Commission will meet today in Nashville for a final vote on the 
Proposal..ETSU has raised over five point eight million dollars, but needs one and a half 
million to open by the Fall of next year…..(:20) 
 
 
 
Date: 7-13-05  Time: 6:00 a.m. 
Hospital Costs: Josh Smith reporting… If you need Heart Surgery perhaps you should 
be looking at our Neighbors to the North for a Hospital. A new study shows that Hospital 
Costs for the most common form of Heart Surgery are more than eighty percent higher in 
the United States than in Canada. The Primary causes are High Overhead including 
increased Labor costs. While Canadian Patients usually have longer Hospital 
Stays..There was no Disparity in the Death rates between the two Countries  
 
 
Date: 8-1-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Sullivan County BOE: Jim Bailey reporting…. Middle School Sports are set to make a 
comeback in Sullivan County. Our News Partners at the Bristol Herald Courier report the 
Sullivan County School Board voted tonight to reinstate all of the items and programs cut 



from the 2005-2006 Budget. That includes Sports..Two Middle School Resource 
Officers..and New Textbooks for the 2006-2007 School year. More than 900-thousand 
dollar will be taken from the School System Fund Balance to pay for the Programs. The 
Fund Balance is made up of Surplus money from the last Fiscal year. (:29) 
 
Date: 8-1-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
ETSU Hancock: Sara Diamond reporting.. Nickelodeon pairs up with the ETSU 
College of Nursing to send an important message to Kids in Hancock County. The 
Hancock County School Based Health Centers..managed by the College of 
Nursing..receive a “Let’s Just Play” Grant from The Children’s Network. The Grant will 
fund various Nutrition Education and Physical Activity Programs. (:20) 
 
Date: 8-1-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Hawkins Kids: Sara Diamond reporting…. Hundreds of Hawkins County Kids are 
honored for their efforts to become Stronger..Faster..and Healthier this summer. More 
than 400 Students participated in the Rural Health Services’s Pro-strength and Speed 
Eight Week Summer Strength and Conditioning Program. Students went through daily 
training sessions that included Olympic Weight Training..Plyometrics..Agility Drills..and 
Preventative Health Screening this Summer. Pro-Strength and Speed is the largest 
Community Based Non Profit Youth Strength and Conditioning Program in the 
Southeast. (:25) 
 
Date: 8-3-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Back on the Bus: Jim Bailey reporting… For Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, you 
need paper, pencils and erasers. Thanks to Bristol,Tn ‘s  “Back On The Bus” School 
Supply Drive, Students in that City  School System will be prepared when the School 
bells ring. From 5:30 to 7:30 tonight, Sponsors collected donations to pack a School Bus 
parked at Super Walmart on the Volunteer Parkway. Pepsi donated 350 dollars and 
handed out free stuff to Donors. The supplies will be delivered to all City Schools for 
Distribution to Needy Children. Organizers estimate they got more than one-thousand 
dollars in donations tonight. (:32) 
 
Date: 8-4-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Washington County BOE: Jim Bailey & Sara Diamond reporting.. After months of 
discussion, a Tri-Cities School District is ready to buy land for two New Elementary 
Schools, helping solve the County’s Overcrowding Problem. The Washington County, 
Tennessee, Board of Education voted to buy two tracts of land tonight..One in Gray and 
the other in the Southern Part of the County off 11-E. The last time this County built new 
Schools, it ran into “Some” Problems. But this time, Board members are ready for a 
smooth project. Washington County’s two newest K through Eight Schools won’t be 
finished until 2008, but Parents are already hoping Contractors and Architects will 
respect the 30 million dollars in taxes they are paying for the Project. Here’s why there’s 
some room for concern. The County hasn’t had the best of luck when it comes to New 
Schools. Almost a Decade ago, shortly after Architects finished Construction at South 
Central, the Gym Floor flooded. Then, during the Construction of Sulpher Springs, 
Acontractor went Bankrupt and couldn’t finish the Project. School Boart Member Curtis 



McGee is remaining optimistic. He says neither of the previous mishaps cost Taxpayers 
any money. Although he admits they did cost time, He says the School Board will do its 
best to make this Project smoother. Besides staying on them, Representatives from the 
two Architectural Firms working this Project will also have to be on the Site overseeing 
all Contractors and Sub-Contractors. Washington County isn’t the only District spending 
millions to solve Overcrowding Problems. The Johnson City School Board is planning to 
spend more than 20 million dollars to build a new Elementary School and Renovate the 
Science Hill Eight-Nine Campus. (2:00) 
 
Date: 8-5-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Field Trip Concerns: Sara Diamond reporting…. A Tri-Cities Band gets the O-K 
from the Washington County School Board to take a Trip Abroad..Despite Safety 
concerns after the mysterious disappearance of an Alabama Team last May. The Board 
approved a three night Cruise to the Bahamas for the Daniel Boone High School Band by 
a 5-3 vote. Some Members voiced Safety concerns over the Trip after the disappearance 
of Natalee Holloway in Aruba. Parents say this trip will be better chaperoned than the 
Trip Holloway took with her Classmates. (:15) 
 
Date: 8-8-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Pregnant Teens: Jim Bailey & Sara Diamond reporting.. Each year more than 30-
thousand Teenagers in Tennessee and Virginia become pregnant..And many of those are 
endd by Abortion. There are Centers throughout the Tri-Cities to help pregnant Women 
by offering them Alternatives to Abortion. Newschannel 11’s Lara Moore discovers a 
Program that goes even further in an effort to ensure a successful future for these babies. 
Welcome to Mommy Mart..stocked with all the necessities for pampering a new baby. 
But all these goodies do come with a price. This store is part of the Abortion Alternatives 
and Women’s Center in Elizabethton. The Center provides information about the medical 
risks and complications of abortion, but even more they help women who’ve already had 
their child or are pregnant. But there are no free hand outs..it’s a program where the 
parents have to earn their mommy money or daddy dollars to buy what is needed to take 
care of their little one. They can earn currency by having good attendance in school or 
work and attending the parenting classes at the Center. Local Churches and Businesses 
provide a lot of the baby merchandise, but Center Volunteers say they need parents with 
older Kids to clean out their closets. Right now, they’re serving close to 119, 120 girls 
right now, this current month. That’s a lot of diapers and wipes and everything.” If we 
don’t help them raise their Kids now, we’re going to be raising their Kids. The Center 
also conducts Abstinence Classes at Carter County Schools. They accept clothing 
donations up to size 2-T, Baby Equipment and Maternity Clothes. (2:04) 
 
Date: 8-18-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Johnson City Schools: Jim Bailey reporting…. After months of disagreement, City and 
School Leaders in one of the Tri-Cities are on the same page when it comes to a major 
School Project. Johnson City Commissioners and Board of Education Members met 
together tonight for the first time since January. Back if January, Science Hill 8-9 
Campus Principal Bill Nuss was looking forward to the start of his much-needed 
Renovation Project. Seven months later that Project hasn’t gained much steam, In fact 



there isn’t even a Concrete Plan yet. Since City Commissioners passes their Budget 
earlier this year, there’s been disagreement between the Commission and School Board. 
After all, The City decided to fund the 15 million dollar 8-9 Campus Renovation Project 
over three years instead of giving the Board one lump sum. Commissioners also refused 
to fund the School Board’s request for a new Elementary School. That said, things seem 
to now be moving forward, thanks in part to two new faces. New City Manager Pete 
Peterson and Superintendent Dr. Richard Bales may be responsible for righting this ship. 
They will head a new Facilities Committee charged with finding common ground when it 
comes to this type of Multi-Million dollar Project, Their first task, decide on a plan and 
funding possibilities for the 8-9 Campus Project by September 15th….That’s when the 
School Board and City Commission will meet together again. Bill Nuss says he’s pleased 
with tonight’s progress..If everything goes as planned, Now Construction at his School 
could start as early as June. The School Board and City Commission still disagree on how 
soon the City needs to build a new Elementary School, but both sides say tonight’s 
meeting was a step in the right direction. (2:00) 
 
Date: 9-15-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Liberty Bell MTG: Sara Diamond & Jim Bailey reporti ng..  After years of discussion, 
one of the Tri-Cities is close to approving a Multi-Million dollar School Renovation 
Project..But Taxpayers may have to pitch-in more to fund the Project. The Johnson City 
Commission and School Board  
Met together tonight at Science Hill to discuss the School’s 8-9 Campus. Originally, 
They planned on touring the Facility, but instead, they got right down to Business. But 
Newschannel 11’s Nate Morabito found out, before they approve the plan, 
Commissioners want to first consider what’s at stake. Science Hill Principal Dave Chupa 
thought tonight was the night..But he was wrong. Although City Commissioners could 
have finally moved forward with this Project, they chose not to. The City’s Facilities 
Committee proposed a possible four phase plan for Science Hill’s 8-9 Campus. The First 
Phase includes renovations to the three Education Wings here and would cost 10-million 
dollars. The other three Optional Phases would cost an additional 12 million dollars, but 
would add a new Gym, Cafeteria and Ninth Grade Academy. Some Leaders seem ready 
to support at least the first two phases. That’s because the City currently has eight-and-a-
half million dollars worth of available funds. But the rest of that money would have to 
come from somewhere. A quarter cent sales tax increase or a property tax hike are among 
the options, but ultimately, that decision’s up to the voters. Regardless how the Project is 
funded, time is quickly running out. The City Commission and School Board will meet 
again within the next month. If they move on the plan, Construction on the first Phase 
would start in May and would be complete by August 2008. (1:59) 
 
 
 Environment Stories: 
 

Date: 7-1-05 Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Snap On Cleanup: Jim Bailey reporting…..A Local Industry is closed for clean-up, 
after a chemical leak got out of hand. Acid started leaking out of a pipe at Snap-On Tools 
in Elizabethton, early Thursday. A Plant Spokesman says the leak was contained until a 



Storm rolled through last night, and winds stirred up the air in the plant. That’s when 
some workers started experiencing eye, skin, and lung irritations. A private Hazmat Crew 
is cleaning up, and workers will return on Tuesday.(:25) 

Date: 7-1-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Greene County Hazmat: Jim Bailey reporting.. One of the Hazardous Materials 
Teams in the Tri-Cities is suddenly smaller. Greeneville and Greene County’s Hazmat 
Team responds to accidents like this overturned tanker truck…Earlier this week, 19 of the 
the Team’s 30 Members turned in resignations. Concerns over pay and a new policies are 
reportedly the reasons. The Greeneville/Greene County Hazmat Team now has 9 
members and three Technicians. If the Team requires extra help, Officials say they may 
call on Johnson City or Rogersville. (:25) 

Date: 7-1-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Storm Damage: Jim Bailey & Sara Diamond reporting….News Channel 11 has been 
following the severe weather since it broke out earlier this evening . Reports have been 
coming in all across the Tri Cities of downed trees and wind damage. This Fireworks 
Stand in Unicoi County was literally blown apart after a strong wind gust lifted the Tent 
off the ground. The Stand was operated by the Unicoi County Volunteer Fire 
Department. Firework sales are the main source of Revenue for the Department ..And 
Officials tell your Tricities News Source the rain damaged Fire works will cost the 
Department thousands of dollars. But Officials say not all was lost. Some stuff when the 
tent blew over actually covered part of the fireworks some didn’t get wet, we’ll pack it up 
and head back to the Fire Station and try to salvage the tent if its salvageable, try to put it 
back up tonight. The Department says they *Will be back in business tomorrow thanks to 
dozens of Volunteers that helped them rebuild tonight.They tell us this is their biggest 
Fundraiser of the year. (:45) 

 

Date: 7-25-05  Time: 6:00p.m. 
Lightning Danger: Mark Reynolds reporting……   Many of us saw vivid lightning 
with the storms shortly after midnight..Storm Team Live VIPIR 11 is the only tool in the 
Tri-Cities that can show you lightning strikes as they happen. That’s information you 
need to stay safe..Tonight we highlight that important technology and break down the 
most common myths about lightning.Jim Higgins knows first hand just how dangerous 
lightning can be. He answered his telephone during a storm..Seconds later he was on the 
ground. He remembered the part on the wall lit up white and it was almost like it was 
slow motion at that point. He remembered thinking I’m being struck and tried to put 
down the receiver but couldn’t let go of it and course, that’s when it hit the side of his 
head. Higgins survived to tell his story..but many others aren’t so lucky. Lightning kills 
more people in the Tri Cities each year than any other Natural Disaster.. In fact, 
Tennessee ranks fifth in the Country for the most lightning deaths..And if you believe the 
most common lightning myths..You may be putting yourself in danger..Take a look. 
Many people believe you can’t be struck by lightning if its not raining..That’s false..As 
lightning is often ahead of a storm. And it is  *Not true that having rubber beneath your 
feet will keep you safe.. Another common misconception..that heat lightning is not 



dangerous..Indeed it’s just too far away to hear the thunder..But be careful, because it 
could be moving in your direction. And finally..it is a myth that you should stay away 
from windows and doors..Avoid taking showers or baths..And keep away from 
appliances because an electric surge can travel through the lines.. As for Higgins, he 
hopes he never has another run in with Mother Nature.. Something less likely to happen 
with Storm Team Live VIPIR Technology and a our team of Certified Meteorologists on 
your side….(3:20) 

Date: 8-11-05  Time: 11:00p.m. 
Rabies Protection: Jim Bailey reporting…. The U-S Department of Agriculture is 
doing its part to stop the spread of rabies in the Tri-Cities. News Channel 11’s Nate 
Morabito found out many people here in our region say they’re glad something is being 
done to stop the problem. Harold Short says a Rabid Raccoon invaded his space days 
ago. He says the raccoon came out of the woods behind his home during the day and 
wandered around his yard for two hours. After calling several local Agencies including 
the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Department, he was surprised to find out none of these 
Agencies offered their help to end the potential threat. He says the Health Dpt. Even told 
him to dispose of the animal himself. So the Raccoon escaped. In most cases your Local 
Animal Control Shelter or Sheriff’s Department should take care of the problem. But 
some people just don’t count on it, so the always have a plan. So far this year, there have 
been six cases of Rabies in East Tennessee. Southwest Va. Has seen eight cases. 
Although some people have a problem with the way Agencies are reacting to the 
problem, nobody seems to be complaining about their Proactive Solutions. Over the past 
week, The U-S-D-A has dropped more than 650-thousand rabies vaccines by plane across 
the Region. The vaccines help stop the spread of rabies among raccoons, and in turn help 
stop the spread among other animals. For Harold Short this solution is better than 
nothing. The U-S-D-A will continue dropping vaccines in the Tri-Cities for at least on 
more week. (2:03) 

Date: 8-11-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Scott County Dumps: Jim Bailey reporting…. Illegal dumping continues to be a real 
problem across the Tri-Cities. Scott County. Va. Hopes to curb some of that by investing 
in ways to make waste easier. As Newschannel 11’s Mike Giordano found, they expect it 
will also help them financially. Scott County leaders and residents are fed up with people 
dumping trash on the sides of the road. This May, we alerted you to the discovery of the 
100 illegal dumpsites there. So, the county has decided to open manned waste disposal 
sites, where an attendant will watch over who and what’s coming in. This site in East 
Carter’s Valley just opened last month. County leaders hope would-be illegal dumpers 
will be enticed by that convenience..opting to dump at one of these sites instead of along 
the roadside. Public Works Director Bill Gilmer says having a person overseeing each 
site will keep trash from overflowing. He showed us pictures of a nearby unmanned site. 
The county hopes to have as many as 12 of these sites up and running by 2008. This year, 
they’ve budgeted more than 300-thousand dollars to open the second three sites. Gilmer 
says these manned waste sites will help cut down on the amount of trash being dumped 
by people who don’t even live in Scott County. He estimates at times that figure reaches 
about 70 percent. Trash, he says, Scott County taxpayers shouldn’t have to pay to 
dispose. Saving taxpayers money with each piece that’s kept out of here.Solid Waste 



Officials in Washington County, Tennessee say they noticed a big difference in the 
amount of trash dumped illegally after they opened manned Convenience Centers more 
than a Decade ago. (1:52) 

Date: 8-22-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Green Power: Jim Bailey reporting….. Green Power is an idea that’s getting a charge.. 
And it’s own Booth at the Appalachian Fair. The T-V-A is promoting it’s “Green Power 
Switch”..A chance for Eneregy Customers to get their power from renewable sources—
like Wind, Methane Gas, or Solar Power. And a Presentation on the switch.. drew a 
Crowd tonight. To learn more about the Earth Friendly Alternative—check out our 
website…Tricities-Dot-Com. (:14) 

Date: 9-14-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Kingsport Fire: Jim Bailey reporting…. Fire shut down Fort Henry Drive in Kingsport 
for an hour earlier this evening. Fire Fighters were called to the Scene around 5:30 at a 
Strip Mall on Fort Henry. The Building housed a Chiropractor’s Office..Tanning 
Salon..Dentist Office..And a Massage Clinic. The blaze began at the back of the 
Building..Officials are still investigating what started the fire. (:33) 

Date: 9-14-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Forest Fire Danger: Jim Bailey reporting…. Fires, caused by Dry conditions, are also 
popping up across the Region tonight. The Devil’s Creek Section of the Cherokee 
National Forest is living up to its name. After all, since this weekend, flames have 
engulfed a small section of the Forest near the Tennessee-North border, just outside of 
Unicoi County. But that hasn’t stopped Jeff Griffith from fishing less than a quarter of a 
mile from the blaze. He says that he is glad the wind is blowing up the river and not 
down, because they probably wouldn’t be there if it were going down the river. The 
Forest is experiencing unusually dry conditions this time of year and Tri-Cities Fire 
Departments say it’ the same in our Cities. Johnson City Fire Investigators say a lit 
cigarette sparked this fire on Interstate 26 today. The fire risk is so bad here in Johnson 
City, for now, the Fire Department is issuing Open-Burn permits within the City Limits. 
The dry weather is also affecting Tri-Cities Farmers as they watch their crops go up in 
smoke. Estill Ingram’s Produce Market has seen the effects first hand. That’s why he’s 
got one thing on his mind. Rain..Luckily, that little bit of rain may come within the next 
two days, but until we get steady rainfall, things could get worse before they get better. 
At the Tennessee-North Carolina border, Nate Morabito, Newschannel 11. (2:02) 

Date: 9-14-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Fall Foilage: Jim Bailey reporting…  
All the dry weather this month could have a negative impact on Fall Foliage in the 
Volunteer State. The National Weather Service says dry conditions are causing some 
trees to show stress. The stress is leading to leaves falling early..especially in East 
Tennessee and the Cumberland Plateau. Little rain has fallen in those areas since late 
August. (:20) 

 
 GOVERNMENT STORIES 

 



 
 
Date: 7-1-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
New Bristol Mayor: Sara Diamond reporting.. A new Mayor is at the Helm this evening in Bristol, 
Virginia. Our News Partner, The Bristol Herald Courier, reports Councilman Doug Weberling was named 
to the position at a Council Meeting earlier today..Weberling will take over the top spot from current 
Mayor Paul Hurley. Hurley will be moving to the Vice-Mayor Position. (:19) 
 
Date: 7-1-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
GREENE HAZMAT: Sara Diamond reporting…. One of the Hazardous Materials 
Teams in the Tri-Cities is suddenly smaller. Greeneville and Greene County’s 
HAZMAT Team responds to accidents like this overturned tanker truck. Earlier 
this week, 19 of the Team’s 30 members turned in resignations. Concerns over pay 
and new policies are reportedly the reasons. The Greeneville / Greene County 
HAZMAT Team now has 9 members and 3 Technicians. If the Team requires extra 
help, Officials say they may call on Johnson City or possibly Rogersville. (:20) 
 
Date: 7-13-05  Time: 6:00 a.m. 
Washington VA Adult Ordinance: Josh Smith reporting…. Washington County 
Virginia now has an Ordinance for  Adult-Oriented Businesses. According to the 
Bristol Herald Courier, The Washington County Board of Supervisors  
unanimously approved the measure Tuesday . The Ordinance Limits Adult Book 
and Video Stores to Areas zoned for Business and Industry. .And they cannot within 
1,500 feet of any other Adult-Oriented or a Church, Public Library, School, Public 
Park, Playground, Ballfield, Tourist Home, Day-Care Center, Hotel or Motel (:30) 
 
 
Date: 7-13-05  Time6:00 a.m. 
Bristol Parking: Josh Smith reporting… Downtown Bristol Business Owners could 
soon get at least some of their Parking demands met. According to our News 
Partner The Bristol Herald Courier, The Bristol Vir ginia City Council approved the 
first reading of a new Parking Ordinance last night. If given final approval, A 
Violation of the City’s two-hour Parking Limit Down town will go from two dollars 
to ten. Bristol Tennessee approved similar fines three months ago. (:25) 
 
Date: 8-8-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
126 Milemarkers: Jim Bailey reporting…. As we first told you last week..The 
Interstate 26 Designation will now extend to the Virginia State Line…So get ready 
for some confusion….Courtesy of T-Dot. Your Tri-Cities Newsource has learned 
that the State of Tennessee will reverse all the current mile markers on I-26 during 
the Project. Mile Zero will start at the Virginia State Line and extend to the North 
Carolina Border..which is currently marked Mile Zer o. The change means Mile 
markers will be reversed and all exits re-numbered. (:27) 
 
Date: 8-9-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Bristol VA. MTG:  Jim Bailey reporting…And the Bristol Virginia City Council also 
approved a Hike in Parking Fines in tonight’s meeting. The Council voted 
unanimously to increase parking fines from two dollars to 10 dollars. The New 



Ordinance goes into effect in 30 days. Its part of an effort to discourage Merchants 
and Shoppers from leaving their cars parked downtown for longer than two hours. 
Bristol, Tn. Approved similar changes to its parking fines four months ago. (:24) 
 
Date: 8-9-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
TN EMP Salute: Sara Diamond reporting… Hundreds gather in the TriCities to honor 
Employers supporting workers who serve overseas to defend our Nation. The 
Tennessee National Guard and Reserve..Along with the Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve Committee..Held a Ceremony tonight in Johnson City to thank 
Employers who provide pay..benefits..and Family support to those serving in the 
Military. The Tennessee National Guard is in the process of reorganizing..Soldiers 
say the Army is restructuring to better fight threats. None of the Armories 
scheduled to close during the restructuring are in the Tri-Cities Area. (:21) 
 
Date: 8-10-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Reflecting Pool: Sara Diamond reporting….  Johnson City moves forward with plans 
to turn a costly problem into a money-maker. During the last five years, the 
Reflecting Pool at Millenium Centre has cost the City more than 100-thousand 
dollars. Now, The City has drained the Pool and soon will build an Outdoor-Use 
Facility around the remaining Fountain. The Facility will be used for Weddings and 
Banquets. Architects say the change could bring in an additional 120-thousand 
dollars in revenue each year. (:20) 
 
Date: 8-12-06  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Signs-Pk: Sara Diamond reporting… 
People here in the Tri-Cities are getting prepared for a major shake-up on an Area 
Interstate. Earlier this week we told you about T-Dot’s plans to reverse all current 
mile markers on Interstate 26. Newschannel 11’s Nate Morabito found out by 
switching everything up, we all may be in for some confusion. Shawn Williams 
knows that too well. This Johnson City Man transports Household goods across the 
Country and he says he’s seen this kind of switch before on some of the Nation’s 
other Interstates. By the end of this year, Interstate 26 will extend from the Virginia 
to the North Carolina Border. As part of the expansion, T-Dot will renumber every 
exit starting with Exit 1 in Kingsport. That’s a bi g change, since right now, the first 
exit is in North Carolina. If People don’t prepare ahead of time, that may create 
more problems and not just for drivers. Luckily 9-1-1 say it will be ready. That’s 
good news for drivers like Anna Tester, even though she’s not all that concerned 
about the change. Confusing or not, it will definitely be a challenge for some 
Drivers, at least for the first couple of weeks. T-Dot says it is unsure how much the 
entire project will  cost. (2:01) 
 
 
Date: 8-16-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Gilmer Update: Sara Diamond reporting…. Testimony in the Trial of a North Carolina 
Doctor continued today. Vince Gilmer is charged with killing his Father and 
dumping the body along a Washington County, Va. Road last year. Our News 



Partner the Bristol Herald Courier reports Gilmer entered more than half a dozen 
objections to tapes played by the Prosecution of Gilmer, Family and Friends 
shopping for the State where he could get the least amount of prison time. 
Gilmer..Who is serving as his own Attorney..could start calling Defense Witnesses. 
(:30) 
 
Date: 8-22-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Hawkins MTG: Jim Bailey reporting…. The Hawkins County Budget moves back to 
the Drawing Board. The County Commission voted against the proposed budget by 
a vote of 11-9. The Proposed Budget had contained tax hikes to pay for the new Jail 
in the old K-Mart Center. The Budget Committee will now create a new budget to 
be presented to the Commission as soon as possible. (:20) 
 
Date: 9-13-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Courthouse Security: Sara Diamond reporting….The Bristol Virginia City Council 
gives the go-ahead for their City Manager to begin work on bonds that would help 
the City pay for Capital Projects in the next five years. Our News Partners The 
Bristol Herald Courier reports some of the Projects include new Fire 
Trucks..Renovations..And Security Enhancements at the City Courthouse. The City 
Courthouse. The final tally for all the Projects outlined in tonight’s meeting added 
up to 14 point 89 million dollars. The Bond issue would allow the City to work on 
Projects but pay for them over the course of 20 years. However the money would 
ultimately have to be repaid. (:30) 
 
Date: 9-14-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Meth Bills: Jim Bailey reporting… 
A Virginia Lawmaker has pre-filed bills toughen laws on Methamphetamine. 
Delegate Bud Phillips of Sandy Ridge drafted two bills for the upcoming Legislative 
Session. The first bill requires cold medicines containing Pseudoephedrine to be sold 
behind the Counter. Customers buying those medicines would have to record their 
names and addresses. Tennessee already has similar laws in place. The second Bill 
would mandate a one year Jail Sentence for a second conviction for making Meth. A 
third Conviction would mean a Mandatory four years in Jail. (:34) 
 
Date: 9-15-05  Time: 9-15-05  
Greeneville TEMA MTG:  Sara Diamond reporting…  Displaced Hurricane Evacuees 
in Tennessee will have the chance to get even more help when the Mobile Disaster 
Assistance Center rolls into Greene County next week. The State-Sponsored Help 
Center will be at the Clyde Austin 4-H Center from 10-a.m. until 6:30 p.m. Monday. 
There, TEMA Leaders will address issues facing the Region’s Evacuees. State 
Leaders are urging all displaced People affected by Hurricane Katrina to make the 
Trip down to Greeneville Monday. The Mobile Disaster Center will offer 
Information and help with Employment, Social Services and Housing…(:25) 
 
 
Date: 9-21-05  Time: 11:00p.m. 



FEMA Benefit: Sara Diamond reporting… The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency Mobile Disaster Assistance Center is making its way to the Tri-Cities. 
Representatives from the State’s Labor and Workforce Development..Human 
Services..Education..And Housing Agencies will be at the Center. The Center will be 
at Fire Station 8 in Gray this Friday from 9 in the morning until 6 in the evening. 
Families are encouraged to get a FEMA I-D Number *Before arriving at the Center. 
Numbers are available through FEMA Dot Gov..or you can call the number on your 
screen. (:31) 
 
 
 
 HEALTH STORIES:  
 
 
Date: 7-1-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Asthma Sleep Apnea: Sara Diamond reporting…A sleep study may be in the Future 
for Asthma Patients, especially those with poorly controlled conditions. A Study from the 
University of Michigan finds growing evidence that Sleep Apnea may contribute to the 
severity of Asthma, and affect how well treatments work. In the Study,almost half of the 
Women and a third of the Men with Asthma were found at risk for Obstructive Sleep 
Apnea. The Research also reveals that over half of the Patients in the Study suffer from 
Daytime Sleepiness. The Fatigue was originally attributed to Asthma. But is likely 
aggravated by Sleep Disordered Breathing. (:25) 
 
 
Sleep Myths: Sara Diamond reports…. 
How well do you know your “Z’s? According to the the National Sleep Foundation. One 
Myth is that the older you get, the less sleep you need. That’s False. You need about the 
same amount as you age. Another myth..You can ‘cheat’ on the amount of sleep you get 
and make up for it later. The Reality is, we can accumulate a Sleep Debt that can be 
difficult to “Pay Back” if it becomes too big. (:25) 
 
Sleep Tips: Sara Diamond reports…. 
The Foundation also has some tips for a Good Night’s Sleep. Maintain a regular Bed and 
Wake Time Schedule including week-ends. Create a Sleep-Conductive Environment that 
is dark, quiet, comfortable and  cool. Avoid caffeine and nicotine right before bedtime, 
both can keep you from falling asleep. (:25) 
 
Date:7-5-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Tenncare Brown Forms: Sara Diamond reporting…. Tenncare Enrollees have one 
more day to turn in their brown forms. Tennessee’s Department of Human Services is 
extending hours at *Every County Office tomorrow to help People fill out those forms. 
The forms are needed to determine if an Enrollee might be eligible to stay on Tenncare 
following changes in the Program. Completed Forms must be filed at a D-H-S Office by 
6:30 Tomorrow night. In addition to the brown form, you also need to bring proof of 



income for the last two months, Bank Statements, and Savings Account information. 
(:50) 
 
 
Date: 7-5-05  Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Obese Kids: Sara Diamond reporting…. 
Some 15 percent of U-S School Children are estimatated to be obese….30 percent are 
believed to be overweight. New Research reveals Pediatricians should not focus only on 
height and weight to determine whether a child is too fat. The U-S Preventative Services 
Task Force says there’s no evidence all children with a high body mass index need to lose 
weight to be healthy. An article in Pediatrics Journal says more conclusive research is 
needed to see what works to identify and treat Child Obesity in a doctor’s Office Setting.. 
(:30) 
 
Date: 7-13-05  Time: 6:00 a.m. 
Obese Men vs Women: Josh Smith reporting… In yet another Battle of the Sexes, 
Obese Men may be less physically fit than their Female Counterparts. Dutch Researchers 
are reporting that obese men are likely to have diabetes and more abdominal fat. The 
study found that the men and women were generally just as overweight but the Women 
were better able to tolerate exercise. As an Equalizer, all the Participants in the study 
were waiting for Weight Reduction Surgery. (:25) 
 
Date: 7-13-05  Time: 6:00 a.m. 
Hospital Costs: Josh Smith reporting… 
If you need Heart Surgery perhaps you should be looking at our Neighbors to the North 
for a Hospital. A new study shows that Hospital costs for the most common form of 
Heart Surgery are more than eighty percent higher in the United States than in Canada. 
The primary causes are high overhead including increased Labor costs. While Canadian 
Patients usually have longer Hospital stays..There was no Disparity in the death rates 
between the two Countries for the procedures that were studied. (:30) 
 
Date: 8-9-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
TennCare: Jim Bailey reporting… 
As we first told you on Newschannel 11 at 6…There’s some good news for some 
Tenncare Enrollees. Governor Bredesen says about 97-thousand of the sickest Enrollees 
will remain on the State’s Public Health Care Program. He says he wanted to clarify a 
recent Federal Court Ruling before making the announcement. 190-thousand Enrollees 
will still be cut from the Program or have reduced Benefits because the State cannot 
afford the Program in its current form. (:20) 
 
 
Date: 8-17-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Tn Care Funding: Jim Bailey & Sara Diamond reporting….Another Area of the Tri-
Cities is gearing up to take care of Former Tenncare Patients. Several Health 
Departments State Wide have been identified as Safety Net Providers for those 
Disenrolled from Tenncare. Departments are being given until January 1st to prepare to 



provide Primary Care, but Greene County is already treating Patients. A Transition is 
underway in Carter County to take care of former TennCare Patients. Carter County 
Health Department has the resources and room to get the ball rolling to provide the newly 
uninsured with primary care. The Changes are happening fast. Basically Construction of 
some full fledge clinic areas. And when I say that I mean exam rooms, where we can 
treat addition primary care patients. And by September 1st they’ll be signing up new 
patients. Doctors can treat you for things like sore throat, lacerations, flu as well as 
diabetes and hypertension. If you illness is something they can’t treat..they’ll refer you to 
another safety net provider who can. Limited pharmacy and lab services will also be 
provided. To tackle this challenge the state is giving some departments thousands of 
dollars..Carter County waws  given 20 thousand. But Sullivan County is not cashing in. 
Sullivan County’s Health Department has more health care centers than surrounding 
counties taking them out of the running for additional cash. They’re not required to 
provide primary care..but are seeing an increase in uninsured patients. Their local 
Physicians and Pharmacists are having to step up and serve as much as possible and quite 
frankly without them we would be in serious trouble in Sullivan County. Primary Care 
Patients will be on a Sliding Fee Scale..Based on their income and Household size. (2:09) 
 
Date: 9-13-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Carter County Water: Jim Bailey reporting…  
Folks in the Lynn Valley Area of Carter County can expect to experience a Water Outage 
tomorrow morning. First Utility District of Carter County tell us that they will be 
repairing Water lines in that area starting at 8:00 a.m. The water will be restored as soon 
a those repairs are complete. (:20) 
 
Date: 9-15-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Jail Inspection: Sara Diamond reporting…. 
Washington County Tennessee’s Jail will remain a Certified Facility. The Jail had been 
under Inspection due to Overcrowding issues. Jail Officials worked to solve the problem 
by transferring some Prisoners and instituting a Work Program for others. Sheriff’s 
Officials tell your Tri-Cities News Source they were informed today that the Inspection 
revealed the Jail has met the minimum standards for passing inspection. (:25) 
 
Date: 9-15-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Tn Child Care: Sara Diamond reporting…. 
Evacuees staying in Tennessee will now get help with Childcare while they look for 
work. The State Department of Human Services has announced Families evacuated to 
Tennessee after Katrina can receive Child Care Assistance. The Program will allow 
Parents to look for a job. Qualified Applicants will be eligible for up to nine weeks of 
Assistance and will receive a Voucher to be used at any State Licensed Child Care 
Facility. To locate the nearest Child Care Assistance Office to you..Call the number on 
your screen. (:20) 
 
Date: 9-15-05  Time: 11:00p.m. 
Virginia Safety Seats: Jim Bailey reporting…. 



Virginia is also stepping up to help Katrina Evacuees…The Department of Health is 
offering free Child Safety Seats for eligible Children whose Families are relocating to 
Virginia. Evacuees must meet the following requirements to get a free child seat. 
Applicants must be the Parent..Legal Guardian..or Foster Parent of the Child. May apply 
no earlier than in the third trimester of pregnancy..The child must be three years old or 
younger and meet Manufacturer’s Height and Weight Guidelines..And Applicants must 
attend a Safety Seat Installation and Use Class..And sign a waiver of Liability. (:30) 
 
 
 
Date: 9-15-05  Time: 11:00 p.m. 
Takoma Medical: Sara Diamond reporting… 
Dozens were on hand today for the opening of a New Medical Center in the Tri-Cities 
Area. Takoma Medical Center held a Ribbon Cutting and Open House earlier this 
evening. The 45-thousand square foot building actually opened back in April due to 
increased Patient demand. The three story building is a Collaborative effort with local 
Physicians and Community Stakeholders. (:20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


