
Community Issues Programming for July 1 - September 30, 2022 

 

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter. 
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue. 

Issue: COVID-19 Virus: Our community is concerned about the spread of COVID-19 disease as 
well as the economic impact of "Stay at Home" and other mitigation policies. 

Democracy Now! “Reinfection Wave”: Ed Yong on BA.5 Omicron Variant Spread Amid Mask 
Mandate Rollbacks, Funding Cuts.” COVID-19 cases are rising as the BA.5 Omicron variant puts 
more people in the hospital amid high rates of reinfection, which is the focus of a new piece by 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Ed Yong in The Atlantic that is headlined “Is BA.5 the 'Reinfection 
Wave'?” Yong warns the premature rollback of protective policies, like mask mandates and public 
health funding, has left people more vulnerable to reinfection. Meanwhile, a concerning number 
of Americans continue to distrust the vaccine. Rather than focusing on community-based 
measures that will protect the most vulnerable first, “the Biden administration’s posture has been 
moving toward an era of individual responsibility,” says Yong. 
Airdate 14 July 2022 8:46 Length 13 minutes 
 

Democracy Now! “Is the Pandemic Over? Public Health Advocates Decry Biden’s Claim as 
Thousands Still Dying from COVID”. President Biden declared that “the pandemic is over” during 
an interview on “60 Minutes” Sunday, despite data collected by Johns Hopkins showing COVID-19 
killed 13,000 people across the U.S. over the past month as 2.2 million new infections were 
reported. “I think it’s very premature to say that we see the end is in sight with this pandemic,” 
says Steven Thrasher, author of “The Viral Underclass: The Human Toll When Inequality and 
Disease Collide.” He adds that the sentiment from the nation’s leader is dangerous because it 
discourages people from wearing masks and seeking booster vaccinations, which are still vital to 
prevent the virus’s spread. 
Airdate: 20 SEPTEMBER 2022 8:18AM LENGTH: 25 MINUTES 
 
Democracy Now! “COVID, Climate & Conflict Fueling Global Hunger as World Leaders at U.N. 
Urged to Take Action”. An open letter signed by over 200 humanitarian groups calls on world 
leaders at the United Nations General Assembly to urgently take action on world hunger, citing 
that one person dies of hunger every four seconds. We speak with Abby Maxman, president 
and CEO of Oxfam America, one of the letter’s signatories, who just returned from Somaliland, 
where a famine may be declared as early as next month. Climate change, COVID and conflicts such 
as the war in Ukraine are largely to blame for rising hunger, she says, and “those who are the least 
responsible are suffering its worst impacts.” 
Airdate: 21 SEPTEMBER 2022 8:12AM LENGTH: 13 MINUTES 

 

https://www.democracynow.org/2022/7/14/atlantic_ed_yong_ba5_omicron_variant
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/7/14/atlantic_ed_yong_ba5_omicron_variant


Issue: Voting: The Congressional election is about to take place in our area, and the 
redistricting changes and ongoing mail-in ballot issues are affecting our community. 

Democracy Now! : John Nichols: “Standing Up to Donald Trump in the Republican Party … 
Leads to Your Defeat”. We look at the outcome of Tuesday’s primaries for opponents of former 
President Trump. In Wyoming, Liz Cheney, Trump’s chief House Republican foe, lost her primary 
to a Trump-backed challenger. In Alaska, Senator Lisa Murkowski, another Republican Trump 
critic, will move forward to the general election alongside a Trump challenger who also 
advanced under the state’s ranked-choice voting system. The races “show a clear signal: 
Standing up to Donald Trump in the Republican Party, by and large, leads to your defeat,” says 
John Nichols, national affairs correspondent for The Nation. Despite Cheney’s defeat, Nichols 
says she is an “extreme right-wing conservative” who is “signaling an openness to running for 
president of the United States.” Nichols also discusses how former Alaska governor and 
Republican vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin is projected to advance in the race for 
Alaska’s at-large congressional seat. 
Airdate: 17 AUGUST 2022 8:49AM LENGTH: 1 MINUTE 
 

Democracy Now! : “Redrawn Districts in NY Primary Pit Progressives Against Self-Funded 
Millionaire & Nadler vs. Maloney.” Primaries in New York’s redrawn congressional districts 
have led to heated battles within the Democratic Party that could have national implications. In 
the newly created 10th Congressional District, Dan Goldman, a conservative Democrat and heir 
to a multimillion-dollar Levi Strauss fortune, is running against a diverse field of candidates that 
includes Mondaire Jones, Yuh-Line Niou, Carlina Rivera and Elizabeth Holtzman. The New York 
Times endorsed Goldman without noting its publisher’s connection to the millionaire. Many 
congressional seats have been “thrown into chaos by redistricting” and seem to favor more 
conservative candidates, says Alex Sammon, staff writer at The American Prospect who has 
been closely following local races. 
Airdate: 23 AUGUST 2022 8:48AM LENGTH: 11 MINUTES 
 

Democracy Now! : “CA Gov. Newsom Threatens to Veto Farmworker Union Bill as He Buys 
$14.5M Vineyard in Napa Valley.” Hundreds of farmworkers concluded a 24-day march to 
Sacramento spanning 335 miles to demand California Governor Gavin Newsom support 
legislation that would make it easier for farmworkers to cast their ballots in union elections by 
mail. Newsom has threatened to veto the bill, which would keep farmworkers safe from 
employer retaliation, explains Teresa Romero, president of the United Farm Workers, the labor 
union that helped organize the march. We also speak with Irene de Barraicua, operations 
director of Líderes Campesinas, who describes the ongoing threats women agricultural workers 
and others face on the ground, including sexual harrassment, wage theft and exposure to toxic 
chemicals. 
Airdate: 29 AUGUST 2022 8:47AM LENGTH: 12 MINUTES 
 



 

Issue: Abortion : Abortion is a highly controversial issue in our community. 

Democracy Now! : “Meet the Dutch Doctor Helping Expand Abortion Access by Mailing Safe & 
Legal Pills Worldwide.” As activists across the U.S. are mobilizing to defend reproductive rights, 
we speak to the Dutch physician Dr. Rebecca Gomperts, who has dedicated her life to 
circumventing anti-abortion laws, including providing abortions on ships in international waters 
and sending abortions pills around the world. She also discusses navigating censorship on social 
media platforms, telemedicine, the future of contraception and more. “This is not the moment 
anymore to stay within the law,” says Dr. Gomperts, referring to the end of Roe v. Wade. “This 
is the moment to make sure that women have access to safe abortions despite the law, 
because this is such an unjust law that is creating so much social inequality and that will affect, 
really, the most poor women in the country.” 
Airdate: 1 JULY 2022 8:37AM LENGTH: 22 MINUTES 
 

Democracy Now! : “I Was Raped by My Father. Abortion Saved My Life”: Prof. Michele 
Goodwin on SCOTUS & the New Jane Crow.” As the Supreme Court strikes down Roe v. Wade, 
we speak with law professor Michele Goodwin, who has written extensively about how the 
criminalization of abortion polices motherhood. She discusses how on the eve of the court’s 
oral arguments in the Dobbs case in November, she wrote about how an abortion saved her 
life. She describes how the U.S. has historically endangered and denied essential health services 
to Black and Brown women, and calls new abortion restrictions “the new Jane Crow,” warning 
that they will further criminalize reproductive health and encourage medical professionals to 
breach their patients’ confidentiality and report self-administered abortions to law 
enforcement. 
Airdate: 4 JULY 2022 8:37AM LENGTH: 22 MINUTES 
 

Democracy Now! : “A Devastating Ruling”: Law Prof. Michele Goodwin & SCOTUS Attorney 
Kitty Kolbert on Overturning Roe.” As protests continue across the country in response to the 
Supreme Court overturning Roe v. Wade, we speak with two leading legal scholars. Kathryn 
“Kitty” Kolbert is co-founder of the Center for Reproductive Rights and argued the landmark 
case of Planned Parenthood v. Casey before the U.S. Supreme Court in 1992, which upheld Roe 
v. Wade. She is the co-author of “Controlling Women: What We Must Do Now to Save 
Reproductive Freedom.” Michele Goodwin is chancellor’s professor at University of California, 
Irvine School of Law and author of “Policing The Womb: Invisible Women and the 
Criminalization of Motherhood.” Her new piece for The New York Times is headlined “No, 
Justice Alito, Reproductive Justice Is in the Constitution.” 
Airdate: 4 JULY 2022 8:15AM LENGTH: 22 MINUTES 
 



Democracy Now! : “Trigger Laws Make Abortion Off Limits for Millions; Patients Face 
“Intolerable” Risk & Uncertainty.” Millions of pregnant people in the United States have now 
lost access to abortion in their state since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. Anti-
abortion “trigger laws” have gone into effect in numerous states across the country, including 
Texas, where it became a felony to perform an abortion starting Thursday, punishable by up to 
life in prison. We speak to Dr. Bhavik Kumar, a Texas-based abortion provider, and Mini 
Timmaraju, president of NARAL Pro-Choice America, about how doctors are navigating the legal 
environment after the end of Roe v. Wade. “What I’ve seen over the last seven years of 
providing abortion care in Texas is that politics has found its way into my exam room, into my 
health center. It’s soaked its way into everything I do as a healthcare provider,” says Kumar, 
who adds that conservative politicians have attacked both abortion and trans healthcare in 
similar ways. Meanwhile, Timmaraju says even anti-abortion laws that allow abortion under 
extreme circumstances undercut bodily autonomy by leaving life in the hands of a panel of 
judges or hospital staff. “It’s an absolutely intolerable way to manage reproductive healthcare 
in this country,” she says. 
Airdate: 26 AUGUST 2022 8:39AM LENGTH: 20 MINUTES 
 
Democracy Now! : ““Attack Philanthropy”: Right-Wing Billionaire Fueled Climate Denial & 
Conservative Judges, Schools.” New revelations about the secretive right-wing billionaire Barre 
Seid, who donated $1.6 billion to a conservative nonprofit run by Leonard Leo, known as 
Donald Trump’s “Supreme Court whisperer,” show he has also used his massive fortune to 
undermine climate science, fight Medicaid expansion and remake the higher education system 
in a conservative mold. We speak with The Lever’s Andrew Perez, who reported on what Seid 
calls “attack philanthropy,” after obtaining emails through an open records request. 
Airdate: 8 SEPTEMBER 2022 8:51AM LENGTH: 8 MINUTES 
 

Issue: Gun Control: Recent mass shootings have some calling for stricter gun control. 

Democracy Now! : “Nation Under Siege”: Nina Turner on Highland Park Shooting & Stopping 
U.S. Gun Violence.” Six people were killed and at least two dozen injured when a rooftop 
gunman armed with a high-powered rifle attacked a Fourth of July parade in the Chicago 
suburb of Highland Park on Monday morning. The police eventually arrested Robert Crimo III, a 
21-year-old white resident of Highland Park and aspiring musician, whose music videos 
depicted mass murder and school shootings. We speak with Nina Turner, former Ohio state 
senator and national co-chair of the Bernie Sanders 2020 presidential campaign, who says mass 
shootings in the U.S. are partly fueled by racism, sexism and “toxic masculinity” that equates 
gun ownership with manhood. “We have neglected to deal with a violent past and a violent 
present in the United States of America,” says Turner. 
Airdate: 5 JULY 2022 8:13AM LENGTH: 14 MINUTES 
 



Democracy Now! : “Nearly 400 Officers Raced to Uvalde School Shooting. Why Did It Take 77 
Minutes to Confront Gunman?.” Outraged residents of Uvalde, Texas, confronted members of 
the city’s school board Monday, nearly two months after an 18-year-old gunman shot dead 19 
fourth graders and two teachers at Robb Elementary School. The school board’s meeting came 
a day after a Texas House panel released a damning report that identified multiple “systemic 
failures’’ in the response by local, state and federal law enforcement to the school massacre, 
finding it took nearly 400 officers more than an hour to confront the gunman after they rushed 
to the school. For more, we speak with Roland Gutierrez, state senator for Texas’s 19th District, 
which includes Uvalde. “Texas is in a crisis of neglect of infinite proportions, and Greg Abbott is 
doing nothing about it,” says Gutierrez, who is calling on the Texas governor to call a special 
session to raise the minimum age to buy AR-15 guns, as well as properly fund the victims’ 
funerals — none of which Abbott has attended. 
Airdate: 19 JULY 2022 8:13AM LENGTH: 14 MINUTES 
 
Democracy Now! : “First Gen Z Congressmember? Maxwell Frost on Guns, Palestine, Cuba & 
Reaching Trump Voters in Florida.” We go to Florida to speak with 25-year-old gun control 
activist Maxwell Alejandro Frost, who made history last week when he won the Democratic 
primary for an open U.S. House seat in Orlando. Frost is set to become the first Afro-Cuban and 
first member of Generation Z elected to Congress if he goes on to win November’s general 
election for Florida’s heavily Democratic 10th Congressional District. Frost discusses his decade 
as a movement organizer in Florida and breaks down his stance on Palestine, Cuba and how to 
reach Trump supporters in Florida.  
Airdate: 30 AUGUST 2022 8:49AM LENGTH: 1 MINUTE 
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