
Community Issues Programming for October 1 - December  31, 2018

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: On-Line Privacy: Recent revelations about the extent of data mining done by websites such as
Facebook have many calling for new regulations.

Democracy Now!   "Rep. Ro Khanna Introduces Internet Bill of Rights as Facebook & Google Admit 
Privacy Breaches” Facebook and Google recently admitted major privacy breaches. Facebook says the 
personal information of nearly 50 million users were exposed after an online attack. Meanwhile, 
Google is shutting down its social network Google Plus after revelations of a data breach that exposed 
the private data of hundreds of thousands of users. The breach was discovered in March but was not 
disclosed to the public. We speak to Rep. Ro Khanna, who recently introduced an Internet Bill of 
Rights.
Airdate 12 October 2018  8:35 AM. Length 4 minutes.

Issue: Heath Care Costs : Our community is concerned about the risings costs of heath care.

Democracy Now!   "Medicare for All: As Healthcare Costs Soar, Momentum Grows to Guarantee 
Healthcare for All Americans” As Democrats prepare to take control of the House, pressure is growing 
on the Democratic leadership to embrace Medicare for all. Nearly 50 newly Democratic members of 
Congress campaigned for Medicare for all. In the last year, 123 incumbent House Democrats also co-
sponsored Medicare-for-all legislation, double the number who supported a Medicare-for-all bill in the 
previous legislative session. Meanwhile, pharmaceutical, insurance and hospital companies are paying 
close attention. As The Intercept’s Lee Fang reports, over the summer the groups formed a partnership 
to fight the growing support for expanding Medicare. We speak to three proponents of Medicare for all 
who have assembled in Burlington, Vermont, for a gathering of The Sanders Institute: Kelly Coogan-
Gehr of National Nurses United, British anesthesiologist Dr. Hosnieh Djafari-Marbini and organizer Jo 
Beardsmore
Airdate 30 November 2018  8:14 AM. Length 18 minutes.

Issue: November 2018 Elections: The community is interested in the outcome of the 2018 
Congressional Election, which held the possibility of the Democrats regaining control of the House of 
Representives.

Democracy Now! "Election Night 2018 Coverage with Democracy Now! & The Intercept". Democracy
Now!’s Amy Goodman, Juan González and Nermeen Shaikh were joined by The Intercept’s Jeremy 
Scahill to host a rolling roundtable discussion with guests across the country.  Guests interviewed 
included Are Berman, Briahna Gray, Linda Sarsour, Carol Anderson, Rashad Robinson, Betsy Reed, 
Mehdi Hasan, Lucy McBath, Ryan Grim, and Ralph Nadar.
Airdate 6 November  2018. 7:00 PM Length  6 hours.

Issue: Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting: Our community is concerned about media bias and
censorship.

CounterSpin Teresa Basilio on Puerto Rico Communication Failure, Amrah Salomon on Indigenous 
Peoples Day.



Airdate 13 October 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin Tina Vasquez on Child Separation, Mara Verheyden-Hilliard on Protest Suppression
Airdate 20 October 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Nancy Altman on Social Security Myths" Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell 
tipped a poorly hidden hand by saying that were it—you know—up to him, Congress, after the 
election, could be looking to “address” Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, which he called the 
“real drivers of the debt.” Media were quick to report Democrats’ outcry, but that reporting didn’t 
include any questioning of media’s own role in laying the groundwork for claims that Social Security is
a “controversial” or “troubled” program in need of “addressing.
Airdate 27 October 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin Audrey Sasson on Antisemitism and Resistance.There’s a reason the man who murdered 
11 Jewish people in a Pittsburgh synagogue also ranted online about some thousands of mostly women 
and children making their way from Honduras to the US/Mexico border to seek asylum. It’s the same 
reason torch-wielding marchers chanting “Jews will not replace us!” in Charlottesville in 2017 stopped 
to beat up a black man: White supremacists connect Jewish people and black people and immigrants 
(and LGBTQ people and uppity women) in a worldview, about an existential threat to them as white 
Christian Americans.
Airdate 3 November 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin Trita Negin Owliaei on Ballot Initiatives, Liz OuYang on 2020 Census
Airdate 410 November 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes

CounterSpin "Ari Berman on the State of Voting 2018, Jackie Prange on Keystone XL Re-Review”
Airdate 17 November 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin  "Felicia Kornbluh on Welfare Reform" We recently marked 22 years since the passage of 
the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act, which Bill Clinton proudly 
declared would fulfill his campaign promise to “end welfare as we have come to know it.” Corporate 
media did little to undercut the idea that poor single mothers were bleeding the country dry, and making
it harder for them and their children to access benefits was somehow healthy for them and the 
economy.

What you might not remember is that not everyone was on board this particular train; many people 
questioned the racist, anti-woman and anti-poor mythologizing at its core. And those folks had—and 
have—their eye on a different world, in which welfare policy actually is anti-poverty policy, and is part
of a humane social and economic policy that connects health care and housing and income and well-
being. If we want it, we have to talk about it, and that’s what our guest is doing.
Airdate 24 November 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Brian Mier on Brazil’s Election and What Comes Next"  Brazil’s new President Jair 
Bolsonaro has said he supports dictatorship and torture, that religious and ethnic “minorities must fit in 
or simply disappear,” that his political opponents should “leave or go to jail,” that the only problem 
with Brazil’s military dictatorship is it didn’t kill enough people, police should have “carte blanche” to 
kill who they like, and that he’d rather his own son be dead than gay. The analysis offered by a 
Washington Post headline, then, that “Bolsonaro’s Victory May Mean Further Shifts in Tolerance and 
Moderation” might seem like a bad joke, were it not that such pieces are all some US media consumers 



may encounter.
Airdate 1 December 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Dave Lindorff on Pentagon Fraud"  Early this year, Congress approved a budget of some 
$700 billion for the Department of Defense, more than the Trump administration even requested. 
Corporate media, for whom proposals like free college tuition or universal healthcare are all about the 
price tag, didn’t even blink. The Pentagon budget was “a rare act of bipartisanship,” the New York 
Times told readers, that “sets forth a muscular vision of America as a global power.” That article had 
three sources—two approving state officials and a rep from a thinktank funded by Defense contractors, 
who said the US military is underfunded. The Times didn’t find it relevant that the US already spent 
more on “defense” than the next eight countries combined, six of whom are US allies—and the idea of 
standing that $700 billion alongside the estimate, of the UN and others, that it would cost just $30 
billion per year to end world hunger—well, don’t be silly.

But if serious people are not supposed to consider Pentagon spending in any sort of context, or 
conversation about priorities, can we at least ask why it’s not just hard, but impossible, to find out how 
much the Pentagon spends and on what? Elite media reception of new research in that arena suggests 
they’d just as soon keep the whole thing under wraps—while reserving their right to entertain 
complaints about food stamps, however.
Airdate 8 December 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Paul Rosenberg on GOP Power Grabs, Mariana Viturro on Domestic Workers Bill of 
Rights" 
Airdate 15 December 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Maurice Carney on Congo Elections, Timothy Karr on FCC & Net Neutrality" Elections 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo have been pushed back; immediate causes cited include an Ebola 
outbreak and a fire that destroyed thousands of voting machines. For many, though, the face of the 
crisis of Congo’s democratic process is Joseph Kabila, whose extra-legal 18-year reign has seen 
tremendous violence and privation. Elite US media, recently granted an audience with Kabila, seemed 
more interested to learn his favorite movie. We’ll fill in some blanks with Maurice Carney, co-founder 
and executive director of Friends of the Congo.
Also on the show: “What is the Federal Communications Commission hiding?” asked Jessica 
Rosenworcel, referring to the agency’s refusal to release records related to its system for receiving 
comments from the public it’s—ahem—supposed to represent, in this case around net neutrality. 
“Something here is rotten,” Rosenworcel says, and she ought to know, given she’s an FCC 
commissioner herself. We’ll catch up on net neutrality and the FCC with Timothy Karr, director of 
strategy and communications at Free Press.
Airdate 22 December 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Best of CounterSpin 2018" In the annual year end review, these interviews are featured:
Tina Vasquez, immigration reporter at Rewire.news, on family separation and abuses at the border.
Marjorie Cohn, law professor and author, on the Supreme Court nomination of Brett Kavanaugh.
Andrew Pulrang, cofounder of #cripthevote, on the 28th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.
Teresa Basilio Gaztambide, director of Resilient Just Technologies, on Puerto Rico’s communications 
infrastructure and hurricanes Irma and Maria.
Tracy Rosenberg, executive director of Media Alliance and co-coordinator of the group Oakland 
Privacy, on  surveillance technologies.



Shireen Al-Adeimi, peace activist, on US support for the Saudi-led war on Yemen.
Howard Bryant, senior writer for ESPN.com, on black athletes and the politics of patriotism.
Airdate 29 December 2018 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.


