
Community Issues Programming for July 1 - September  30, 2020

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: 2020 Elections: Our community wishes to be informed about the issues and candidates for the 
upcoming 2020 presidential, congressional and state elections.

Democracy Now!  "What If Trump Refuses to Accept a Biden Victory? As President Trump floats the 
idea of delaying the election, we speak with Nils Gilman, historian and co-founder of Transition 
Integrity Project, which organized a bipartisan group of experts to game out what a contested 
November election might look like. “In every scenario except for the one where Biden won in a 
landslide, we ended up with severe electoral contestation, protests in the streets, crazy stories 
happening on social media, and the challenges went down to Inauguration Day,” Gilman says.
Airdate 3 August 2020 8:13 AM Length 14 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Voting Rights Activist LaTosha Brown: Trump Is Hellbent on Undermining 
Democracy to Win Reelection".With President Trump trailing in most polls, he tweeted recently that he
was floating the idea of delaying the November election — something he cannot legally do — and 
continued his attacks on mail-in voting. “We have a president who is probably the most fascist 
president that we’ve ever had in this country,” responds LaTosha Brown, co-founder of the Black 
Voters Matter Fund and the BVM Capacity Building Institute. “He is hellbent on pushing the 
boundaries, whatever he needs to do, to undermine and undercut democracy.”
Airdate 3 August 2020 8:27 AM Length 12 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Is Trump Sabotaging U.S. Postal Service Ahead of Election as Part of His Attack on 
Mail-in Voting?" Democratic lawmakers say the Trump administration is sabotaging the United States 
Postal Service ahead of the November election, when a record number of votes are expected to be cast 
by mail. Since taking office, U.S. Postmaster General Louis DeJoy — a major Trump donor — has 
instituted a number of cost-cutting measures that have slowed down the delivery of mail, and 
overhauled the leadership of the agency in a move that critics say will give him more power. This 
comes as President Trump continues to attack mail-in voting, claiming the post office can’t handle an 
increase in ballots. We speak with Mark Dimondstein, president of the American Postal Workers Union,
and David Dayen, executive editor of The American Prospect and author of the new book, 
“Monopolized: Life in the Age of Corporate Power.”
Airdate 10 August 2020 8:33 AM Length 17 minutes.

Democracy Now! "As Kamala Harris Makes History as VP Pick, Her “Top Cop” Record Faces New 
Scrutiny Amid BLM Protests". Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden’s selection of California 
Senator Kamala Harris as his vice-presidential running mate for the November election makes her the 
first Black woman and the first Indian American on a major party presidential ticket. “It’s hard to 
overstate how historic, how monumental this is,” says Aimee Allison, president of She the People, 
which works to elevate the political voice and leadership of women of color. But in the midst of the 
largest protest movement in American history against racist policing, Briahna Joy Gray, the former 
national press secretary for the Bernie Sanders presidential campaign, says “there’s a great deal of 
frustration” with Harris, who is “known for being the top cop from California.”
Airdate 12 August 2020 8:12 AM Length 29 minutes.



Democracy Now! "“Donald Trump Is the Wrong President for Our Country”: Michelle Obama Slams 
President at DNC". On the first night of the Democratic National Convention, former first lady 
Michelle Obama delivered a searing critique of President Trump, accusing him of being “in over his 
head” and incapable of carrying out the duties of the office. “If you think things cannot possibly get 
worse, trust me, they can,” Obama said. We air excerpts from her keynote speech, delivered virtually 
after the convention was moved online due to the pandemic.
Airdate 18 August 2020 8:13 AM Length 2 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Dems Formally Nominate Joe Biden for President, as DNC Features Republicans & 
Sidelines Progressives”:Joe Biden is the 2020 Democratic presidential nominee, after he was formally 
picked by the party to challenge President Trump in November on the second night of the virtual 
Democratic National Convention. We feature highlights from the night, which featured speeches from 
17 so-called rising stars in the Democratic Party, including voting rights activist Stacey Abrams, who 
unsuccessfully ran for Georgia governor in 2018, as well as Democratic heavyweights like former 
Presidents Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter. For a second night in a row, the DNC prominently featured 
the voices of Republicans and former Republicans backing Biden, including John McCain’s widow 
Cindy McCain, former defense secretary and Republican Senator Chuck Hagel, and former Secretary 
of State Colin Powell, who helped make the case for invading Iraq in 2003 by lying to the United 
Nations about Iraq’s nonexistent weapons of mass destruction. The night ended with a keynote address 
by Jill Biden.
Airdate 19 August 2020 8:12 AM Length 10 minutes.

Issue: COVID-19 Virus: Our community is concerned about the spread of COVID-19 disease as well 
as the economic impact of "Stay at Home" and other mitigation policies.

Democracy Now! "Ed Yong on the “Disgraceful” U.S. Pandemic Response & How Medicare for All 
Could Have Saved Lives". As the United States experiences the world’s worst outbreak of COVID-19, 
we speak with Ed Yong, science writer for The Atlantic, who warned of the country’s unpreparedness 
for a viral outbreak in 2018. Now he says “it’s truly shocking and disgraceful” how badly the pandemic
has been handled in the United States, and blames a lack of federal leadership for most of the damage. 
“A country with the resources that we have should not be in this state,” he argues, and adds that 
Medicare for All could have saved lives.
Airdate 1 July 2020 8:39 AM Length 20 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“They Don’t Care About Our Health”: Hunger Striker at Otay Mesa ICE Jail Speaks
Out as COVID Spreads” As COVID-19 infections continue to rise behind bars, we go inside the Otay 
Mesa Detention Center in California to speak with Anthony Alexandre, a longtime U.S. resident of 
Haitian descent, who describes conditions at the for-profit jail, run by private prison company 
CoreCivic, which has seen a mass outbreak of COVID-19, leading to at least 167 infections and one 
death. “Basically, CoreCivic is telling us they do not care about our health,” says Alexandre. “They do 
not care about anything else but their bottom line.”
Airdate 7 July 2020 8:45 AM Length 14 minutes.

Democracy Now! "The New NYC? Houston Hospitals Struggle with “Astonishing” Rise in 
Coronavirus Cases". As COVID-19 cases rise and hospitalizations are soaring, hospitals in Florida, 
Texas, Arizona and California are running out of ICU beds. On Tuesday, Texas set a grim new record of
10,000 new cases in a single day. “It’s been astonishing,” says Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times 
correspondent Dr. Sheri Fink, who has been reporting from Houston’s largest hospital. “They’ve been 



adding unit after unit after unit just to care for coronavirus patients.”
Airdate 8 July 2020 8:33 AM Length 11 minutes.

Democracy Now! "COVID Exposes “Significant Racial Health Inequities” as Black, Brown & 
Indigenous People Suffer Most". The coronavirus continues to hit communities of color the hardest, 
with federal data showing African American and Latinx people are nearly three times more likely to be 
infected and twice as likely to die from the virus compared to their white neighbors. There were “pretty
significant racial health disparities” even before COVID-19 ravaged the country, says Dr. Uché 
Blackstock, emergency medicine physician in New York and founder and CEO of Advancing Health 
Equity, a company working to fight racism and bias in health services. “What we saw in the pandemic 
these first few months is these really significant racial health inequities being exposed and even 
amplified.” We also continue to speak with award-winning New York Times correspondent Dr. Sheri 
Fink.
Airdate 8 July 2020 8:44 AM Length 15 minutes.

Democracy Now! "As COVID Infections Soar, Trump Attacks Dr. Fauci, CDC & Pushes Schools to 
Reopen at All Costs". As the world and the United States shatter the daily records of COVID-19 
infections, President Trump and Education Secretary Betsy DeVos continue to push for public schools 
to reopen in the fall without a plan to adhere to CDC guidelines. “We need to be doing this safely,” 
responds emergency physician Dr. Leana Wen. “We’ve already seen what happens when we use 
shortcuts.” Meanwhile, the White House continues to attack the nation’s top infectious disease 
specialist, Dr. Anthony Fauci, and Wen says, “I fear that at this point we are not even seeing the peak of
this epidemic.”
Airdate 13 July 2020 8:15 AM Length 17 minutes.

Democracy Now! "As COVID-19 Cases Spike, Epidemiologist Warns “The Road to an Uncertain 
Vaccine Is Paved in Death”As the U.S. reports its highest one-day spike in infections and 11 states 
report record hospitalizations, the Trump administration is demanding states stop sending COVID 
patient data to the CDC, which then releases it to the public. We speak with Dr. Ali Khan, 
epidemiologist and the dean of the College of Public Health at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, about the Trump administration’s handling of the crisis and his hopes for a vaccine. “The road 
to an uncertain vaccine is paved in death,” notes Dr. Khan. He is the former director of the CDC’s 
Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response, where he oversaw the Strategic National 
Stockpile. We also ask him about the ongoing shortages of masks and tests.
Airdate 18 July 2020 8:15 AM Length 21 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“The Pandemic Could Get Much, Much Worse”: Is Another Lockdown the Only 
Way to Avoid Catastrophe?". As health experts warn the coronavirus is on the rise in 41 states, many 
governors are reimposing restrictions after attempts at opening up the economy, but President Trump 
wants schools open. We speak with public health historian John Barry, who warns “The Pandemic 
Could Get Much, Much Worse” if we don’t take bolder action now. Barry is a professor at the Tulane 
University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine and author of “The Great Influenza: The 
Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in History.”
Airdate 16 July 2020 8:41 AM Length 18 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Sonia Shah: “It’s Time to Tell a New Story About Coronavirus — Our Lives 
Depend on It”".The United States hit an all-time high of 75,600 new COVID cases Thursday — the 
largest number recorded in a single day since the pandemic began. Top U.S. infectious disease expert 
Dr. Anthony Fauci says the spike in cases resulted from states rushing to reopen their economies. We 



speak with investigative journalist Sonia Shah about the government’s failed response, the false idea 
that the virus is a “foreign incursion,” and “vaccine nationalism.” In her latest piece for The Nation 
magazine, she argues, “It’s Time to Tell a New Story About Coronavirus — Our Lives Depend on It.”
Airdate 17 July 2020 8:29 AM Length 20 minutes.

Democracy Now! "A Vaccine by November? Science Journalist in Vaccine Trial Casts Doubt on Rosy 
U.S. Projections". With 30,000 people taking part in the first major COVID-19 vaccine study in the 
United States, hopes are high that the collaboration between drugmaker Moderna and the National 
Institutes of Health will yield positive results as early as November. Researchers around the world are 
working on more than 165 vaccine candidates, though only a handful are conducting large-scale human
trials. We speak with BBC science journalist Richard Fisher, who took part in the vaccine trial run by 
Oxford University that is among the most promising. “It was both a personal decision and a journalistic
one,” Fisher says of his decision to volunteer. “I wanted to do something that helps the collective effort 
to get us closer to a vaccine.”
Airdate 28  July 2020 8:12 AM Length 16 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Public Health vs. Politics: White House Scrapped Nationwide COVID-19 Testing 
Plan to Hurt Blue States". As the U.S. coronavirus death toll passes 155,000, there is still no national 
testing program, with widespread shortages and delays hampering efforts to contain the pandemic. This
continues months after President Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner launched a White House task force
with the goal of establishing a national testing plan. We speak to investigative reporter Katherine Eban, 
whose explosive Vanity Fair report chronicles Kushner’s fumbling efforts and the sudden decision to 
abandon the project on political grounds. “The participants expected that at any moment in early April, 
the plan would be announced,” says Eban. “It vanished into thin air.”

Airdate 4 August 2020 8:13 AM Length 23 minutes.

Democracy Now! "How the Pandemic Defeated America: Ed Yong on How COVID-19 Humiliated 
Planet’s Most Powerful Nation". As the world passes a grim milestone of 20 million coronavirus cases, 
we look at how the pandemic humbled and humiliated the world’s most powerful country. Over a 
quarter of the confirmed infections and deaths have been in the United States, which has less than 5% 
of the world’s population. Ed Yong, a science writer at The Atlantic who has been covering the 
pandemic extensively since March, says existing gaps in the U.S. social safety net and the Trump 
administration’s “devastatingly inept response” made for a deadly combination.
Airdate 11 August 2020 8:26 AM Length 23 minutes.

Democracy Now!  "The Case Against Trump Is “Open and Shut”: Kamala Harris Slams President’s 
Handling of Pandemic". As Kamala Harris, the first woman of color on a major presidential ticket, hits 
the campaign trail with Joe Biden for the first time, we play an extended excerpt of her address, in 
which she blasts President Trump’s handling of the economy, immigration, racial justice and the 
coronavirus pandemic. “The case against Donald Trump and Mike Pence is open and shut,” Harris 
says. “Just look where they’ve gotten us: more than 16 million out of work; millions of kids who 
cannot go back to school; a crisis of poverty, of homelessness, afflicting Black, Brown and Indigenous 
people the most.”
Airdate 13 August 2020 8:12 AM Length 9 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Meet the New Yes Man on Trump’s COVID Task Force: Dr. Scott Atlas Wants U.S. 
to Adopt Herd Immunity".As the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in the United States passes 6 
million, with a death toll of over 183,000, the Trump administration is loosening coronavirus 



restrictions, fast-tracking vaccine approval and disregarding safety tests, and now one of Trump’s top 
medical advisers is pushing for the country to adopt a controversial “herd immunity” strategy, raising 
alarm among public health officials. Washington Post health reporter Yasmeen Abutaleb says Dr. Scott 
Atlas is not an epidemiologist and was brought on specifically because he would back President 
Trump’s position “about how the pandemic was going, that the threat was receding, that the country 
should reopen.” We also speak with Yale epidemiologist Gregg Gonsalves, who argues the U.S. is 
already following an “implicit” herd immunity policy. “They realize it’s politically toxic, so they don’t 
want to use the phrase, but if it walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, it is a duck,” he says..
Airdate 1 September 2020 8:12 AM Length 22 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Trump vs. Masks: Attacks on CDC, Doctors & Scientists Undermine a “Pillar of 
Pandemic Control”". As the official United States death toll from COVID-19 approaches 200,000 
people, we speak with infectious disease expert Dr. Monica Gandhi, who says President Trump’s 
refusal to promote face masks has made the pandemic much worse. “Masks are a pillar of pandemic 
control. They are incredibly important,” says Dr. Gandhi, a professor of medicine at the University of 
California, San Francisco, as well as a division head at San Francisco General Hospital. “There is no 
country in the world right now that has been fighting masks like this, especially at the presidential 
level. If we could have started mask wearing, consistent mask wearing, at the beginning, we would 
have averted deaths and cases.”
Airdate 18 September 2020 8:17 AM Length 24 minutes.

Democracy Now! "COVID U.S. Death Toll Tops 205,000 & 7M Infections as Trump Mocks Biden’s 
Mask, Attacks the ACA”. During the first presidential debate, former Vice President Joe Biden 
repeatedly criticized President Trump over his handling of the coronavirus pandemic, which has killed 
over 205,000 people in the United States — the highest death toll in the world. Trump mocked Biden 
for wearing a mask, while claiming that a vaccine would be available within weeks. “It was very 
bizarre,” says Marc Lamont Hill, author and professor of media studies and urban education at Temple 
University. “The idea of not erring on the side of caution is representative of the entire Trump 
administration’s handling of the COVID-19 crisis.”
Airdate 30 September 2020 8:32 AM Length 8 minutes.


