
Community Issues Programming for January 1 - March  31, 2019

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: On-Line Privacy: Recent revelations about the extent of data mining done by websites such as
Facebook have many calling for new regulations.

Democracy Now!   Age of Surveillance Capitalism: “We Thought We Were Searching Google, But 
Google Was Searching Us” Corporations have created a new kind of marketplace out of our private 
human experiences. That is the conclusion of an explosive new book that argues big tech platforms like
Facebook and Google are elephant poachers, and our personal data is ivory tusks. Author Shoshana 
Zuboff writes in “The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future at the New 
Frontier of Power”: “At its core, surveillance capitalism is parasitic and self-referential. It revives Karl 
Marx’s old image of capitalism as a vampire that feeds on labor, but with an unexpected turn. Instead 
of labor, surveillance capitalism feeds on every aspect of every human’s experience.”
Airdate 1 March 2019  8:42 AM. Length 17 minutes.

Issue: Heath Care Costs : Our community is concerned about the risings costs of heath care.

Democracy Now!   "Rep. Pramila Jayapal: Medicare for All Will Lower Costs & Expand Healthcare 
Coverage to Everyone” More than 100 Democratic lawmakers are co-sponsoring a new House bill to 
dramatically revamp healthcare in the United States by creating a Medicare-for-all system funded by 
the federal government. This comes at a time when as many as 30 million Americans have no health 
insurance and tens of millions more are either underinsured or struggling to pay their health insurance 
premiums. We speak with Democratic Congressmember Pramila Jayapal of Washington, who 
announced the bill last week.
Airdate 6 March 2019  8:11 AM. Length 18 minutes.

Issue: Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting: Our community is concerned about media bias and
censorship.

Chip Gibbons on Defending Dissent

Airdate 5 January 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin Debbie Weingarten on the Borderlands
Whether as a boondoggle, a cartoon or a mindless chant for the two-minute hate—”building a wall” at 
the US/Mexico border is an abstraction for many Americans, a political plot point. Among those for 
whom it is not that? People who live in the borderlands—and those who listen to those who do.   
Reporter Debbie Weingarten reports on the walls that already exist on the Southern border.
Airdate 12 January 2019 8:30 AM Length 12 minutes.

CounterSpin Alexander Main on Maduro’s Reelection
CounterSpin deciphers coverage of the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro with Alexander Main, 
director of international policy at the Center for Economic and Policy Research.
Airdate 12 January 2019 8:42 AM Length 17 minutes.



CounterSpin "Kent Wong on LA Teachers Strike"
Airdate 19 January 2019 8:30 AM Length 15 minutes.

CounterSpin "Rebecca Vallas on the Threat to Medicaid"  Congress disapproved of plans to shrink the 
program that helps millions of children, elderly, and people with disabilities and serious health 
conditions. So the Trump administration reportedly wants to push through cuts by executive action. 
Whether or not that can happen, it’s a clear sign that Medicaid remains a target, and we’ll talk about 
what that means with Rebecca Vallas, vice president of the Poverty to Prosperity Program at the Center 
for American Progress, and host of the podcast Off-Kilter.
Airdate 19 January 2019 8:45 AM Length 14 minutes.

CounterSpin "Jenni Monet on Indigenous Journalism." Media have allowed brouhaha over video of a 
group of high school kids in Trump hats appearing to mock a Native American elder to utterly eclipse 
reporting on the Indigenous Peoples March that was its context—though it’s not clear how much 
thoughtful attention the demonstration would have received anyway. Corporate media’s lack of interest 
in indigenous issues, and their ahistorical, distorted view of them when they do cover them, are long 
overdue for change. Jenni Monet is an independent reporter who writes about indigenous rights. We’ll 
talk with her about what’s missing from big media and what it means.
Airdate 26 January 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Josh Ruebner on BDS Bans".  Boycotts are not only a constitutionally protected form of 
speech, they are a social tool with which citizens, often reduced to their role as consumers, try to use 
that role to reflect their values—about the treatment of farmworkers or an apartheid government. That 
speech and that tool are under attack right now, but not in general; current moves in Congress and some
states only concern themselves with penalizing boycotts aimed at territories illegally occupied by 
Israel. 
Airdate 2 February 2019 8:30 AM Length 14 minutes

CounterSpin "Shankar Narayan on Face Surveillance".  People should be free to walk down the street 
without being watched by the government.” It sounds uncontroversial, in a society with aspirations 
toward democracy. But that precept is not at all a given in 2019 America, where a company like Google
or Amazon has the capacity—a growing capacity—to track people in public space, and to identify them
using facial recognition technology. How will they use these powerful surveillance tools? Amazon‘s 
early move was to meet with ICE officials to market the tools to them. Discussion took place with 
Shankar Narayan, director of the Technology and Liberty Project at the ACLU of Washington state
Airdate 2 February 2019 8:44 AM Length 15 minutes

CounterSpin "Sarah Aziza on Saudi Repression of Women” 
Airdate 9 February 2019 8:30 AM Length 14 minutes.

CounterSpin "Dean Baker on Taxing the Rich” Former Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz doesn’t like the
word “billionaire”; he’d prefer we speak of “people of means,” thank you. Schultz is responding—
touchily—to the increased willingness to engage seriously proposals to reduce wealth and income 
inequality in the US. We’ll talk about some of those proposals—what they can and can’t do, and why 
we need them all—with economist Dean Baker, co-founder of the Center for Economic and Policy 
Research, and author of the free book Rigged: How Globalization and the Rules of the Modern 
Economy Were Structured to Make the Rich Richer.

Airdate 9 February 2019 8:44 AM Length 14 minutes.



CounterSpin  "Phyllis Bennis on Afghanistan Armistice?" We recently marked 22 years since the 
passage of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act, which Bill Clinton 
proudly declared would fulfill his campaign promise to “end welfare as we have come to know it.” 
Corporate media did little to undercut the idea that poor single mothers were bleeding the country dry, 
and making it harder for them and their children to access benefits was somehow healthy for them and 
the economy.

What you might not remember is that not everyone was on board this particular train; many people 
questioned the racist, anti-woman and anti-poor mythologizing at its core. And those folks had—and 
have—their eye on a different world, in which welfare policy actually is anti-poverty policy, and is part
of a humane social and economic policy that connects health care and housing and income and well-
being. If we want it, we have to talk about it, and that’s what our guest is doing.
Airdate 16 February 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Phyllis Bennis on Afghanistan Armistice?"  Every news report contains text—whatever 
new information is being conveyed—and subtext: a lesson it’s underscoring, or a pattern it fits. When 
it’s a foreign policy story, as in coverage of current negotiations on ending the war in Afghanistan, the 
subtext is that the US may naturally, legitimately unleash all the violent, life-shattering power it sees to 
fit to muster in those countries in which it deems itself interested, and the terms for cessation of that 
violence should be judged primarily, if not entirely, according to those interests. We’ll look at 
Afghanistan through a different lens with Phyllis Bennis, director of the New Internationalism Project 
at the Institute for Policy Studies, and author of, among other titles, Ending the US War in Afghanistan: 
A Primer, with David Wildman, and Before & After: US Foreign Policy and the War on Terror.
Airdate 16 Feb 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Venezuela in the US Press"  Interviews with Chesa Boudin, Dan Beeton, Laura Carlsen, 
Mark Weisbrot, Miguel Tinker Salas and Alfredo Lopez
Airdate 9 March 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Diane Archer on Medicare for All" As a report from the Center for Responsive Politics’ 
Open Secrets website noted recently, pharmaceutical manufacturers and health insurance companies 
have a lot of points of disagreement these days—about who’s mainly to blame for high drug prices, for 
instance. But they agree on something: Medicare for All cannot become law.
Partnership for America’s Health Care Future (PAHCF), a coalition of drugmakers, insurance 
companies and private hospitals, is lobbying hard to sink the popular proposal, recently introduced in 
the House by Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D.-Wash.). The coalition has such powerhouses as the AMA and 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield on its side, and spent some $143 million in lobbying in 2018 alone.  On the 
other side: the growing majority of Americans who think a wealthy country can do better than forcing 
people to choose between buying insulin and paying rent.
Which side are corporate media on? Well, we’re learning more about that every day. We’ll talk about 
Medicare for All and the media with Diane Archer—founder and former president of the Medicare 
Rights Center, she is currently president of JustCareUSA.
Airdate 16 March 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Robert Dreyfuss and Diana Duarte on the Media’s Role in Iraq War" Corporate media’s 
role in the lead up to and the ongoing aftermath of the war on Iraq.
Airdate 23 March 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.



CounterSpin "Carey Gillam on Monsanto Lawsuit"  A US District Court just ruled that a 70-year-old 
California man’s non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma was caused, at least substantively, by his decades of 
spraying Roundup. The pesticide produced by Monsanto, now owned by Bayer, is key to the 
megacompany’s business model, which is to sell a pesticide, Roundup, and also sell the only seeds 
engineered to resist that pesticide—”Roundup Ready” corn and cotton and soybeans—so that one can’t
be used without the other. It’s expensive, and it’s not how a lot of people around the world want to 
farm, but as a business plan, it’s been wildly successful. The fact that the pesticide is carcinogenic is 
not part of the plan, and we can expect Monsanto/Bayer’s massive PR machinery to work overtime to 
convince us to ignore the court’s findings.
It’s an important case for our physical health—virtually every American has pesticides or pesticide 
byproducts in our bodies at this point, and the risk is obviously greater for farmworkers and others 
more exposed. But it’s also about societal health, and how much power we will grant profit-driven 
corporations to determine not just what we’re exposed to, but what we’re permitted to know about it.
We’ll talk about the legal picture and the bigger picture with Carey Gillam, longtime journalist, 
currently research director at the group US Right to Know, and author of the book Whitewash: The 
Story of a Weedkiller, Cancer and the Corruption of Science.
Airdate 30 March 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.


