
Community Issues Programming for October 1 - December  31, 2020

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: 2020 Elections: Our community wishes to be informed about the issues and candidates for the 
upcoming 2020 presidential, congressional and state elections.

Democracy Now!  "Rev. William Barber on Voter Suppression: Republicans Know They Can’t Win If 
Everyone Casts a Ballot" During Wednesday’s debate, Vice President Mike Pence refused to commit to
a peaceful transition of power if Biden wins the election. Instead, he referenced the Trump 
administration’s legal efforts to restrict mail-in voting. Rev. William Barber says the Republican Party’s
voter suppression efforts ahead of the November election, aimed primarily at Black and Brown voters, 
amount to “surgical racism with surgical precision.” The Poor People’s Campaign, of which Barber is 
co-chair, is leading a major voter mobilization effort to combat voter disenfranchisement. “They know 
they cannot win if everybody votes. They are terribly afraid of poor and low-wealth Black and Brown 
people voting,” he says.
Airdate 8 October 2020 8:53 AM Length 6 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“Drop Your Ballot Off”:A record 76 million people have already voted in the U.S. 
election, but the battle over the counting of mail-in ballots continues, with the Supreme Court issuing 
rulings on how long after Election Day ballots can be counted in the battleground states of Wisconsin, 
North Carolina and Pennsylvania. We speak with Mother Jones senior writer Ari Berman, author of 
“Give Us the Ballot: The Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in America,” who says the Supreme Court 
could yet decide who wins the presidency if a close result leads to legal challenges. “My message to 
voters in these states and other states is drop your ballot off,” says Berman. “Don’t leave it to chance 
that your vote could be thrown out.”
Airdate 29 October 2020 8:14 AM Length 18 minutes.

Democracy Now! "November Election Coverage" Democracy Now! Covers the counting of the vote for
the November 3rd General Election with interviews with prominent political leaders and journalists.
Airdate 3 November 2020  9:00  PM AM Length 3 hours.

Democracy Now! "Election Too Close to Call: Biden Underperforms & Trump Stokes Chaos, Claiming
False Victory". President Trump has prematurely declared victory and falsely accused Democrats of 
“major fraud,” even as millions of ballots continue to be counted across the United States amid an 
unprecedented wave of mail-in ballots widely believed to favor Democratic challenger Joe Biden. The 
two campaigns appear neck and neck in several battleground states key to winning the White House, 
but early results suggest Democrats performed worse than they had hoped, setting up a potential legal 
fight over uncounted ballots reminiscent of the 2000 election. We spend the hour discussing the results 
and what comes next, with Ben Jealous, president of People for the American Way and former head of 
the NAACP; Briahna Joy Gray, formerly the national press secretary for the 2020 Bernie Sanders 
campaign, and co-host of the “Bad Faith” podcast; and The Nation’s John Nichols in the battleground 
state of Wisconsin. “The tragedy of this election, regardless of what the outcome ends up being, is that 
it was ever this close at all,” says Gray. “The crime here is that the vote is this close.”
Airdate 4 November 2020 8:19 AM Length 40 minutes.

Democracy Now! "The End of Trump? Biden & Harris Claim Victory in Historic Election, Vowing to 



Heal Divided Nation”The Trump presidency is coming to an end. Former Vice President Joe Biden is 
projected to have won the election after pulling ahead in Pennsylvania, giving him more than the 270 
electoral votes needed to become president. Biden’s running mate Kamala Harris will make history as 
the first female vice president, as well as the first African American, Indian American and Asian 
American elected to the office. Although President Trump has so far refused to concede as his 
campaign files a slew of lawsuits challenging the results in several states, plans are already underway 
to shape the next administration and prepare for the next four years. We speak with Bree Newsome 
Bass, an artist, antiracist activist and housing rights advocate in North Carolina, and professor Eddie 
Glaude, chair of Princeton University’s Department of African American Studies, and get reaction from
Indian American Congressmember Ro Khanna of California.
Airdate 9 November 2020 8:19 AM Length 10 minutes.

Democracy Now! "An Election We Could Not Sit Out: How Indigenous Voters Helped Defeat Trump &
Elect Biden”:Native American voters saw a massive increase in turnout this year and helped deliver 
key swing states for Joe Biden, but Indigenous peoples and the role they played in defeating Donald 
Trump have been largely ignored in mainstream media analyses. We speak with Allie Young, a citizen 
of the Navajo Nation and founder of Protect the Sacred, who organized a horseback trail ride to the 
polls. She says it was important to her to motivate Indigenous youth to turn out. “I was hearing on the 
ground that they weren’t feeling very motivated to participate in this election,” she says. “I wanted to 
communicate to them that this is an election that we just cannot sit out.”
Airdate 18 November 2020 8:42 AM Length 17 minutes.

Issue: COVID-19 Virus: Our community is concerned about the spread of COVID-19 disease as well 
as the economic impact of "Stay at Home" and other mitigation policies.

Democracy Now! "The Greatest Failure in Presidential History: Kamala Harris Slams Trump/Pence’s 
Handling of COVID-19". Separated by two plates of plexiglass, Vice President Mike Pence and 
Senator Kamala Harris met Wednesday in the only vice-presidential debate of the campaign season. 
Pence, who heads the White House Coronavirus Task Force, repeatedly defended the Trump 
administration’s handling of the crisis as the U.S. death toll from COVID-19 nears 212,000 and 
millions of people remain out of work. The debate also took place against the backdrop of a White 
House outbreak that has infected President Trump and dozens of other senior figures. “The White 
House has had more cases than the country of Yemen recently, than Vietnam, than New Zealand,” says 
Dr. Craig Spencer, director of global health in emergency medicine at Columbia University Medical 
Center. “How can we expect the White House to keep the U.S. safe if it can’t keep the White House 
safe?”
Airdate 8 October 2020 8:17 AM Length 26 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Herd Immunity: Is It a More Compassionate Approach or Will It Lead to Death or 
Illness for Millions?” As coronavirus cases increase across much of the United States, the Trump 
administration has reportedly adopted a policy of deliberately letting the virus infect much of the U.S. 
population in order to attain “herd immunity” — despite warnings from the World Health Organization 
against such an approach. We host a debate on the contentious issue of herd immunity and how best to 
confront the virus with two Harvard medical experts: epidemiologist Martin Kulldorff, a professor of 
medicine at Harvard University and one of the lead signatories of the controversial Great Barrington 
Declaration arguing for an easing of lockdowns, and Dr. Abraar Karan, an internal medicine doctor at 
the Brigham and Women’s Hospital and at Harvard Medical School who has worked on the COVID-19
public health response in Massachusetts since February.



Airdate 15 October 2020 8:16 AM Length 35 minutes.

Democracy Now! "As U.S. Faces Out-of-Control Pandemic, Pfizer Raises Hope for Vaccine, But Many
Questions Remain". Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer has announced that a Phase 3, late-stage study found 
their potential COVID-19 vaccine showed more than 90% effectiveness. The two-dose vaccine still 
faces several challenges, including how to store and transport it, since it must be refrigerated at subzero
temperatures. Pulitzer Prize-winning science journalist Laurie Garrett says the news is hopeful, but 
urges caution. “There’s been no scientific release. There’s no published data,” she says. “We don’t have
anything to go with except what the lawyers at Pfizer massaged carefully into a single-page press 
release. So, we have to take that with a big caveat.”
Airdate 10 November 2020 8:14 AM Length 23 minutes.

Democracy Now! "With COVID Vaccines on the Horizon, U.S. Urged to Help Ensure Equitable 
Distribution Across Globe". As the U.S. COVID-19 death toll nears 250,000, drugmakers Pfizer and 
Moderna have both announced promising vaccine trial results showing over 90% effectiveness in 
preventing illness. But officials and health experts warn widespread distribution of a vaccine for the 
coronavirus — which has killed 1.2 million people across the globe — will be tremendously difficult to
store and distribute. Vaccine researcher Dr. Saad Omer calls the recent news “reassuring” but says 
drugmakers need to be much more transparent about their data and issue more than just press releases. 
“There should be a little bit more detail, and it should be in the form of some scientific report,” says Dr.
Omer, director of the Yale Institute for Global Health and professor of infectious diseases at Yale 
School of Medicine.
Airdate 17 November 2020 8:13 AM Length 19 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“No End in Sight”: 9 Months into Pandemic, Nurses Are Tired, Demoralized & Still
Lack Adequate PPE".As the COVID-19 pandemic enters its ninth month, a new report by National 
Nurses United, the largest nurses’ union in the United States, finds hospitals are still failing to provide 
adequate PPE and are unprepared as the surge is expected to get worse during the flu season. Nurses 
also report mental health struggles related to the pandemic. The union estimates at least 2,000 frontline 
healthcare workers have died due to COVID-19, with nurses of color accounting for half of those 
deaths, even though they’re less than a quarter of the workforce. Jean Ross, president of National 
Nurses United, says the lack of preparedness is having a devastating toll on healthcare workers. 
“Hospitals still don’t have a plan in place for a surge — and we’re currently in a surge,” Ross says. “It’s
the lack of response, the improper response, that has nurses and other healthcare workers really down.”

Airdate 17 November 2020 8:32 AM Length 12 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Dead Before Christmas: As U.S. Passes 250K COVID Deaths, Healthcare Workers 
Brace for Holiday Surge”As the official U.S. COVID-19 death toll breaks worldwide records and 
passes 250,000, hospitals are at capacity, and overwhelmed healthcare workers still lack personal 
protective equipment. Health officials say conditions will worsen further with holiday travel and family
gatherings for Thanksgiving. “I can’t really overemphasize how important the next few days are,” says 
Ed Yong, science writer at The Atlantic. “The people who get infected at Thanksgiving, they are going 
to slam into those hospitals in the two weeks after that, and some of those people are going to be dead 
before Christmas.”
Airdate 19 November 2020 8:14 AM Length 26 minutes.

Democracy Now! "A People’s Vaccine? Drugmakers Set to Profit from COVID Vaccines Made with 
Publicly Funded Research".With the world pinning its hopes on a successful coronavirus vaccine to 



curb the pandemic, corporate watchdogs say much of the research and development of the medicines 
rely on publicly funded research. “The investment in these vaccines, as for most drugs, has really been 
underwritten by the taxpayer, by the government,” says Robert Weissman, president of Public Citizen.
Airdate 23 November 2020 8:48 AM Length 11 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Vaccine Ethics: Doctor Warns Against Paying People to Get COVID Vaccine as 
U.S. Preps Distribution".As distribution of coronavirus vaccines draws near, a recent poll suggests that 
42% of Americans are reluctant to take the vaccine. In response, some, including former Maryland 
congressmember and presidential candidate John Delaney, are pushing to pay people to get vaccinated, 
a move being discouraged by many, including Dr. Monica Peek, a physician, associate professor of 
medicine and health disparities researcher at the University of Chicago. She says there are major 
concerns about how to ensure at-risk groups get vaccinated while overcoming public doubts about the 
safety and efficacy of the vaccines, but paying people to get vaccinated would be a mistake. “We need 
to have the public trust that this vaccine will be safe, and we cannot cut corners,” she says.

Airdate 1 December 2020 8:28 AM Length 21 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Vaccine Equity: Why Communities of Color & Incarcerated People Should Get 
Early Access to Shots". As the first shipments of a federally approved COVID-19 vaccine arrive across 
the United States, healthcare workers and residents of nursing homes will receive the first shipments, 
and epidemiologist Camara Phyllis Jones says communities of color with high rates of COVID-19 
should also get consideration for early access. “I think that CDC got it right partially in terms of those 
overexposed because of their work or their living conditions, but they did not include our brothers and 
sisters in prisons, jails, detention centers, and they did not include those of us who are more exposed 
and less protected in our work,” say Dr. Jones, who is the former president of the American Public 
Health Association.
Airdate 14  December 2020 8:22 AM Length 28 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“No Reason to Let Up” on Masks as U.S. COVID-19 Deaths & Infections 
Skyrocket During Vaccine Rollout".As the “very exciting” rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution gets underway in the United States, Dr. Ashish Jha, dean of the Brown University School 
of Public Health, says the country is still experiencing “astronomical” numbers of new infections and 
deaths. “We’ve just had a federal government that has given up on any efforts to try and control the 
pandemic,” he says. “What we have to do is get through the next few months with basic public health 
measures until vaccines become widely available and widely adopted. Until that time, there is no 
reason to let up whatsoever.”
Airdate 17 December 2020 8:32 AM Length 18 minutes.


