
Community Issues Programming for January 1 - March  31, 2020

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: 2020 Elections: Our community wishes to be informed about the issues and candidates for the 
upcoming 2020 presidential, congressional and state elections.

Democracy Now!  "'The Great Hack': Big Data Firms Helped Sway the 2016 Election. Could It Happen
Again in 2020?" The documentary “The Great Hack,” which was shortlisted for the Oscars, explores 
how the data firm Cambridge Analytica came to symbolize the dark side of social media in the wake of 
the 2016 U.S. presidential election. Cambridge Analytica collapsed in May 2018 after The Observer 
newspaper revealed the company had harvested some 87 million Facebook profiles without the users’ 
knowledge or consent. Cambridge Analytica then used the data to sway voters to support President 
Trump during the 2016 campaign. We speak with “The Great Hack” co-directors Karim Amer and 
Jehane Noujaim, as well as Cambridge Analytica whistleblower Brittany Kaiser.
Airdate 7 January 2020 8:26 AM Length 18 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Sanders and Warren Openly Spar as Some Progressives Fear Fighting Could Help 
Centrist Democrats". At Tuesday night’s Democratic presidential debate in Des Moines, Iowa, Senators
Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren openly sparred for the first time when asked about Warren’s 
claim that Sanders told her in a private 2018 meeting that a woman could not win the presidential 
election. Sanders again denied the accusation when asked about it by CNN’s Abby Phillip. Warren 
maintained her claim. At the end of the night, Warren also apparently refused to shake Sanders’s hand. 
We speak with journalist Julian Brave NoiseCat, activist and Truthout contributor Alexis Goldstein and 
Larry Hamm of People’s Organization for Progress.
Airdate 15 January 2020 8:28 AM Length 17 minutes.

Democracy Now! "A Modest Improvement or a Deal to Be Rejected? Warren & Sanders Debate New 
NAFTA Rewrite" Progressive Democratic presidential candidates Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren
and Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders clashed over their trade policy disagreements as they zeroed in on the
U.S., Mexico and Canada trade agreement that is meant to replace the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. Sanders said the government can do much better. “The heart and soul of our disastrous 
trade agreements — and I’m the guy who voted against NAFTA and against permanent normal trade 
relations with China — is that we have forced American workers to compete against people in Mexico, 
in China, elsewhere, who earn starvation wages, $1 or $2 an hour,” Sanders said. “Second of all, every 
major environmental organization has said no to this new trade agreement because it does not even 
have the phrase 'climate change' in it.” Meanwhile, Warren argued the USMCA “will give some relief” 
to U.S. farmers and workers. “I believe we accept that relief, we try to help the people who need help, 
and we get up the next day and fight for a better trade deal,” she said. We speak with Julian Brave 
NoiseCat, journalist and vice president of policy and strategy at the think tank Data for Progress.
Airdate 15 January 2020 8:49 AM Length 4 minutes.

Democracy Now! "As Bernie Sanders Surges Ahead of Iowa Caucus, DNC Under Fire for Changing 
Rules to Help Bloomberg". The Iowa caucuses take place today, kicking off the official start of the 
2020 presidential election season. Democratic presidential candidates spent the weekend making last-
minute pitches to voters at rallies across Iowa. Meanwhile, the Democratic National Committee is 
facing criticism for overhauling its rules, opening the door for billionaire former New York Mayor 
Mike Bloomberg, who is running a self-funded campaign, to take part in the next debate. This comes as



fear is growing among some Democrats that Bernie Sanders might win the nomination. Politico reports 
a small group of DNC members have begun discussing a proposal to increase the role of superdelegates
to give the party establishment more say in who becomes the nominee. From Des Moines, Iowa, we’re 
joined by John Nichols, The Nation’s national affairs correspondent and host of the podcast “Next 
Left.” He’s covering the Iowa caucuses on the ground and recently wrote the piece “The DNC’s Move 
to Accommodate Bloomberg Stirs Outrage in Iowa.”
Airdate 3 February 2020 8:10 AM Length 20 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Chaos in Iowa: Caucus Results Delayed, But Bernie Sanders’ Internal Data Shows 
He May Have Won". he Iowa Democratic Party delayed releasing results from Monday’s caucuses after
uncovering inconsistencies in the reporting of data. Caucuses were held in 1,600 precincts across the 
state on Monday, but many precincts had trouble reporting the delegate totals to the state Democratic 
Party. Part of the blame was placed on a new smartphone app designed to help precinct chairs tabulate 
and report the vote. Early Tuesday morning, Bernie Sanders’s campaign released internal caucus 
numbers from 40% of the precincts in Iowa showing the Vermont senator was in first place with nearly 
30% of the final count vote. According to the data released by the Sanders campaign, former South 
Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg placed second with about 24.5% of the vote, followed by Senator 
Elizabeth Warren with 21%. Former Vice President Joe Biden placed a distant fourth with 12%, just 
beating Senator Amy Klobuchar. For more on the chaos in Iowa, we speak with John Nichols, national 
affairs correspondent for The Nation and host of the podcast “Next Left.” He’s been reporting on the 
ground in Iowa and just wrote the piece “How to Figure Out Who 'Won' the Iowa Caucuses.”
Airdate 4 February 2020 8:10 AM Length 21 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Can Bernie Sanders Defeat Trump? Jacobin’s Bhaskar Sunkara & The Atlantic’s 
David Frum Debate". After a chaotic night in Iowa, the focus of the Democratic race has now shifted to
New Hampshire. Senator Bernie Sanders is leading in most New Hampshire polls a week ahead of the 
state’s primary. While Sanders has been surging in popularity across parts of the country, the 
Democratic Party establishment is openly expressing concern that the self-described democratic 
socialist could win the nomination. While Bernie Sanders faces attacks from the corporate wing of the 
Democratic Party, many of his supporters say he is the candidate best suited to beat Trump in 
November. We host a debate with two guests who have different views on Sanders’s electability. David 
Frum is a staff writer at The Atlantic and the author of “Trumpocracy: The Corruption of the American 
Republic.” In 2001 and 2002, he served as a speechwriter for President George W. Bush and was 
credited with helping write Bush’s famous “axis of evil” line. Frum’s recent article is titled “Bernie 
Can’t Win.” Bhaskar Sunkara is the founding editor and publisher of Jacobin and the author of “The 
Socialist Manifesto: The Case for Radical Politics in an Era of Extreme Inequality.” Sunkara’s recent 
piece in The Guardian is titled “Sanders is leading the pack in Iowa — and that’s good news for 
Democrats.”
Airdate 4 February 2020 8:31 AM Length 28 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Who Can Beat Trump? After Iowa Caucus Debacle, Stakes Increase for New 
Hampshire Primary". As voters head to the polls in New Hampshire for the nation’s first presidential 
primary, we speak with Arnie Arnesen, a longtime radio and TV host in New Hampshire and former 
Democratic gubernatorial candidate.
Airdate 11 February 2020 8:26 AM Length 12 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Bernie Sanders Wins New Hampshire Primary with Key Support from Youth 
Voters". Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont has won the New Hampshire primary a week after he won 
the popular vote in Iowa. As of Wednesday morning, with 89% of precincts reporting, Sanders has 



25.8% of the vote, narrowly beating former South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg, who is at 24.4%. 
Senator Amy Klobuchar placed third with nearly 20% of the vote. Both Senator Elizabeth Warren and 
former Vice President Joe Biden received under 10% of the vote, after seeing their support plummet in 
recent weeks and months. At a celebration in Manchester, Bernie Sanders said his victory in New 
Hampshire is the beginning of the end for Donald Trump. As the results of the New Hampshire primary
came in, two more Democratic candidates dropped out: Senator Michael Bennet of Colorado and 
entrepreneur Andrew Yang, who campaigned for a universal basic income. For more on the New 
Hampshire primary and what comes next in the presidential race, we speak with John Nichols of The 
Nation..
Airdate 12 February 2020 8:09 AM Length 13 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Bloomberg Gains in Democratic Primaries, But Has History of Hostility to Unions 
Key to Voter Turnout." We continue our conversation with Marcie Wells, activist and waitress who is a 
member of the Culinary Workers Union Local 226 in Nevada, and Hamilton Nolan, labor reporter with 
In These Times. Nolan says 2020 had been “the most promising election year for organized labor in a 
long time,” with Democratic candidates releasing platforms with strong labor protections. But Michael 
Bloomberg’s entry into the race threatens to upend the Democratic Party’s pro-worker shift. The 
billionaire former mayor of New York has a long track record of hostility toward organized labor, 
particularly teachers’ unions, whom he has compared to the National Rifle Association. “He is not a 
great friend of unions,” Nolan says of Bloomberg.
Airdate 19 February 2020 8:26 AM Length 8 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“Most Important Issue for Most People”: Split on Healthcare Continues to Define 
2020 Race". Healthcare continues to be a central issue of the Democratic nomination fight, with 
Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren repeating their calls for Medicare for All on the debate 
stage Wednesday night while their rivals proposed more incremental approaches.

We continue our roundtable discussion on Wednesday’s Democratic debate in Nevada. Our guests are 
Katrina vanden Heuvel, editorial director and publisher of The Nation, America’s oldest weekly 
magazine, and a columnist for WashingtonPost.com; journalist and activist Raquel Willis, executive 
editor of Out magazine, who has endorsed Senator Elizabeth Warren for president; Ana María Archila, 
co-executive director of the Center for Popular Democracy, a progressive advocacy group that has 
endorsed Senator Bernie Sanders; Annise Parker, the former mayor of Houston, now president of the 
Victory Fund, which works to increase the number of openly LGBTQ officials in government and has 
endorsed Pete Buttigieg for president.
Airdate 20 February 2020 8:28 AM  Length 13 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“A Stupendous Victory”: Bernie Sanders Wins Nevada After Heavy Organizing in 
Latinx Communities". Senator Bernie Sanders scored a decisive victory Saturday in the Democratic 
presidential caucuses in Nevada, riding a wave of support from young voters, union members and 
Latinx voters, who strengthened his status as front-runner. His win shows the potential for the nation’s 
largest minority group to reshape the next stage of the Democratic presidential race. In the next four 
weeks, six more of the 12 states with a large Latinx population will vote in the Democratic primary. On
Super Tuesday, Texas, California and Colorado go to the polls. Arizona, Florida and Illinois will vote 
on March 17. We speak with Erika Andiola, chief advocacy officer for RAICES Action, the advocacy 
arm for the Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services, and Cristina Beltrán, 
associate professor and director of graduate studies at New York University’s Department of Social and
Cultural Analysis. Her latest book is “The Trouble with Unity: Latino Politics and the Creation of 
Identity.”



Airdate 24 February 2020 8:13 AM Length 18 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Bernie Sanders Gains Support in South Carolina as Billionaire Tom Steyer Draws 
Votes from Joe Biden". Tuesday night’s Democratic presidential debate comes just four days before 
South Carolina’s first-in-the-South primary — and one week before more than a dozen states vote on 
Super Tuesday. Billionaire Tom Steyer has poured money into outreach to African-American voters, 
who make up more than half of South Carolina’s Democratic electorate. He may help front-runner 
Bernie Sanders build an insurmountable delegate lead. A new Reuters poll shows Senator Sanders has 
overtaken former Vice President Joe Biden in support among African Americans. We speak with three 
guests in South Carolina: Kevin Alexander Gray, a longtime civil rights activist and community 
organizer, author of “Waiting for Lightning to Strike: The Fundamentals of Black Politics,” and Jesse 
Jackson’s South Carolina campaign manager in 1988; Democratic state Representative Gilda Cobb-
Hunter, president of the National Black Caucus of State Legislators, as well as a senior national adviser
for Tom Steyer; and Adolph Reed Jr., professor emeritus of political science at the University of 
Pennsylvania, a columnist with The New Republic and an organizer for the “I’m a Medicare for All 
Voter” campaign in South Carolina
Airdate 26 February 2020 8:33 AM Length 17 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Great Debate: Sanders Surrogate Cornel West vs. Bloomberg Co-Chair Bobby 
Rush, Former Black Panther". Today people in 14 states and American Samoa go to the polls for Super 
Tuesday. About a third of the delegates needed to secure the Democratic presidential nomination are at 
stake. This comes after former South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg and Senator Amy Klobuchar
dropped out of the race on Sunday and Monday and endorsed former Vice President Joe Biden. As the 
race heats up, billionaire former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg vowed to stay in the race. 
This will be the first time he is on the ballot, and while he has not won a single race, he does lead his 
challengers in one key sense: he leads in campaign spending by a wide margin. He recently crossed the 
$500 million mark in ad spending alone — more than 10 times that of any of his Democratic rivals. 
Meanwhile, Democratic presidential candidate Senator Bernie Sanders remains the front-runner. We 
host a debate on Sanders versus Bloomberg with Cornel West, professor of the practice of public 
philosophy at Harvard University, who has endorsed Bernie Sanders in the Democratic primary and is 
his surrogate, and Congressmember Bobby Rush of Illinois, who is national co-chair for the Mike 
Bloomberg 2020 presidential campaign. Rush has served in office for more than two decades — since 
1992. He got his start as a civil rights activist in the 1960s. His background includes being both a co-
founder of the Illinois chapter of the Black Panthers and the only member of the Democratic Party to 
have defeated Barack Obama in an election, in the 2000 Democratic congressional primary.
Airdate 3 March 2020 8:15 AM Length 37 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Can Joe Biden Stop Bernie Sanders? Establishment Lines Up Behind Former VP, 
But Is It Too Late?". Millions of voters in 14 states are heading to the polls today for Super Tuesday, as 
Democratic centrists coalesce around former Vice President Joe Biden as their best shot to defeat front-
runner Bernie Sanders. Just ahead of the most decisive day of the 2020 Democratic presidential 
primary, Minnesota Senator Amy Klobuchar suspended her campaign and endorsed Biden on Monday. 
Her endorsement came one day after former South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg dropped out of the race. 
Both joined Biden on the campaign trail in Texas on Sunday. This comes as former New York City 
mayor and billionaire Michael Bloomberg — who has also presented himself as an alternative to 
Sanders — will be on the ballot for the first time, after passing half a billion dollars in campaign ad 
spending last week. Super Tuesday could also prove decisive for Elizabeth Warren, whose home state 
of Massachusetts heads to the polls today. We speak with Ryan Grim, D.C. bureau chief for The 
Intercept. His recent book is titled “We’ve Got People: From Jesse Jackson to Alexandria Ocasio-



Cortez, the End of Big Money and the Rise of a Movement.”
Airdate 3 March 2020 8:52 AM Length 7 minutes

Democracy Now! "Super Tuesday 2020 Coverage with Democracy Now! & The Intercept". On Super 
Tuesday, March 3, Democracy Now! teamed up with The Intercept to broadcast a live Super Tuesday 
2020 Election Special on the biggest voting day of the presidential primary race.
Airdate 3 March 2020 7:00 PM Length 4 hours 59 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Then There Were Two: Sanders Wins California with Latinx Support as Biden 
Sweeps Southern Black Vote"The biggest voting day of the Democratic presidential primary has ended 
in a two-person race between former Vice President Joe Biden and Senator Bernie Sanders. With more 
than a third of delegates at stake, Biden swept the Midwest and the South, winning Virginia, North 
Carolina, Arkansas, Alabama, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Massachusetts, Minnesota and Texas. Sanders 
saw victories in Colorado, Utah, his home state of Vermont, and the grand prize of the night, California,
where Latinx voters account for nearly 40% of the population. His campaign had 23 field offices in the 
state. Latinx voters could also play a key role in upcoming primaries in Arizona and Florida. We are 
joined by Chuck Rocha, a senior adviser to Senator Bernie Sanders’s presidential campaign who has 
been called the architect of Sanders’s campaign strategy to mobilize Latinx voters.
Airdate 4 March 2020 8:15 AM Length 14 minutes.

Democracy Now! "After Biden’s Super Tuesday Surge, Sanders Campaign Faces Questions About 
African-American Support". On Super Tuesday, former Vice President Joe Biden swept the South and 
Midwest, winning Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas, Alabama, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota and Texas, propelled by a huge majority of African-American votes in several states. We 
host a roundtable discussion on the results with Barbara Ransby, historian, author and activist; Rev. Dr. 
William Barber, co-chair of the Poor People’s Campaign and president of Repairers of the Breach; and 
Elie Mystal, the justice correspondent for The Nation.
Airdate 4 March 2020 8:29 AM Length 25 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Progressives Urge Elizabeth Warren to Rally Behind Bernie Sanders After She 
Drops Out of 2020 Race". Senator Elizabeth Warren suspended her bid for the presidency Thursday, 
leaving the 2020 Democratic presidential race down to two older white men: former Vice President Joe 
Biden and Senator Bernie Sanders. Warren’s decision to end her campaign comes after she failed to 
perform as well as she had hoped in early primary states and on Super Tuesday, including placing third 
in her home state of Massachusetts. Warren gave no indication whether she will endorse either of her 
former rivals. Supporters of Sanders say they hope she will throw her support behind their candidate in 
order to form a united “progressive front” and take on powerful corporate forces now lined up behind 
Biden. Six more states are set to hold presidential primaries and caucuses on March 10, including 
delegate-rich states of Michigan, Washington and Missouri. We get response from Raquel Willis, a 
journalist and activist and former executive editor of Out magazine who had endorsed Elizabeth 
Warren for president. We are also joined by Norman Solomon, co-founder and national coordinator of 
RootsAction.org, which is supporting Bernie Sanders,
Airdate 6 March 2020 8:14 AM Length 24 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Biden Wins, Sanders Lags: Naomi Klein & Alicia Garza on Calls to Shut Down 
Primaries & Debates". Former Vice President Joe Biden scored decisive primary victories Tuesday 
night in the key state of Michigan, along with Missouri, Mississippi and Idaho. Sanders won North 
Dakota and holds a lead in Washington state, but votes are still being counted, and the races are still too
close to call. While Biden is less than halfway to the delegates he would need to secure the Democratic 



nomination, Sanders faces a decision about whether to continue his increasingly uphill fight for the 
Democratic Party’s 2020 presidential nomination. This comes as Biden and Sanders called off their 
planned campaign rallies in Cleveland on Tuesday because of concerns over the coronavirus, which 
continues to spread, and Trump announced a new rally. We speak with Naomi Klein, senior 
correspondent at The Intercept and the inaugural Gloria Steinem chair of media, culture and feminist 
studies at Rutgers University, and Alicia Garza, strategy and partnerships director for the National 
Domestic Workers Alliance, principal at the Black Futures Lab and a co-founder of the Black Lives 
Matter Global Network.
Airdate 11 March 2020 8:15 AM Length 33 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Delay or Hold Primaries: Can the 2020 Election Be Safeguarded Amid the 
Coronavirus Pandemic?". Tuesday night’s primary election for the Democratic presidential nomination 
was marred by chaos, confusion and fears over the spread of coronavirus at polling places as former 
Vice President Joe Biden consolidated his lead as he won Florida and Illinois by a wide margin and 
scored a victory in Arizona. We are joined by Vanita Gupta, former head of the Justice Department’s 
Civil Rights Division in the Obama administration, now president of the Leadership Conference on 
Civil and Human Rights, the nation’s oldest and largest civil rights coalition. They issued a call with 
100 voting rights groups for states to proceed with elections while protecting public health. We are also
joined by Ro Khanna, Democratic congressmember from California and co-chair of Senator Bernie 
Sanders’s presidential campaign.
Airdate 18 March 2020 8:30 AM Length 14 minutes.

Democracy Now! "

Issue: COVID-19 Virus: Our community is concerned about the spread of COVID-19 disease as well 
as the economic impact of "Stay at Home" and other mitigation policies.

Democracy Now! "Laurie Garrett on How Trump Has Sabotaged America’s Response to the 
Coronavirus Pandemic". As the coronavirus outbreak continues to spread, the United States has 
declared a public health emergency and is barring foreign nationals who have recently traveled to 
China from entering the country. So far, there are 11 confirmed cases of the virus in the U.S. The virus 
has claimed at least 361 lives in China. A 44-year-old man in the Philippines became the first casualty 
of the disease outside of China Saturday, and over the weekend the number of confirmed cases 
worldwide rose to at least 17,205 across more than two dozen countries, with most of those cases 
occurring in China. U.S. citizens who have visited Hubei province, the epicenter of the coronavirus 
outbreak, will be quarantined when re-entering the country. Questions are being raised about the 
handling of the disease by Chinese authorities, who critics say delayed their response and downplayed 
the severity of the problem. The local Red Cross in Hubei has also come under fire for failing to 
distribute essential medical supplies to the hospitals which need it most. Meanwhile, Chinese and Asian
communities in countries including France and Canada say they have been the target of increased 
racism because of the outbreak. We speak to Laurie Garrett, former senior fellow for global health at 
the Council on Foreign Relations and a Pulitzer Prize-winning science writer.
Airdate 3 February 2020 8:47 AM Length 12 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“Pence Is Not a Medical Expert”: Is the Trump Admin Ready to Stop a U.S. 
Coronavirus Pandemic?" The coronavirus disease that was first diagnosed in China’s Hubei province 
has now spread to at least 47 countries and every continent except Antarctica. The World Health 
Organization has declared the outbreak an international health emergency. President Trump sought to 
play down the threat from coronavirus and announced Vice President Mike Pence would be his point 



person to coordinate government efforts to prevent a widespread outbreak. As Trump spoke, a new 
milestone in the novel coronavirus outbreak was reported, in a possible example of community spread: 
A person was diagnosed with the virus in Northern California who had not traveled to any of the 
affected regions of the world, nor had known contact with anyone else who did. We speak with Laurie 
Garrett, former senior fellow for global health at the Council on Foreign Relations and a Pulitzer Prize-
winning science writer. She is the author of several books, including “Ebola: Story of an Outbreak,” 
“The Coming Plague: Newly Emerging Diseases in a World Out of Balance” and “Betrayal of Trust: 
The Collapse of Global Public Health.”
Airdate 27 February 2020 8:14 AM Length 22 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Roundtable: Coronavirus Is Best Case for Medicare for All". On Wednesday, House 
lawmakers passed an $8.3 billion emergency spending package for combating coronavirus, as the death
toll from coronavirus has reached 11 in the United States. California recorded its first coronavirus death
yesterday. The virus has also spread to New York, where Governor Andrew Cuomo issued a directive 
requiring health insurers to waive cost sharing for coronavirus tests. We go to two ground zeroes of the 
COVID-19 outbreak — New York and Seattle — and host a roundtable on whether coronavirus 
presents a clear argument for healthcare for all. We are joined by Dr. Steffie Woolhandler, a primary 
care physician and the co-founder of Physicians for a National Health Program; New York state Senator
Alessandra Biaggi, who represents parts of the Bronx and Westchester, where four people have been 
diagnosed with coronavirus; Elisabeth Benjamin, vice president of health initiatives at the Community 
Service Society of New York and co-founder of the Health Care for All New York campaign; and 
Kshama Sawant, socialist city councilmember in Seattle, where a ninth person has died from the virus.
Airdate 5 March 2020 8:15 AM Length 35 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Coronavirus Pandemic in U.S. Fueled by Stunted CDC Budget & Lack of Access to 
Healthcare, Insurance". The coronavirus pandemic has now infected more than 113,000 people 
worldwide, and killed more than 4,000. We are joined by two epidemiologists to examine the response 
so far around the world and in the United States. Thomas Bollyky is director of the global health 
program, senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and author of the book “Plagues and the 
Paradox of Progress: Why the World Is Getting Healthier in Worrisome Ways.” We’re also joined by 
Alfredo Morabia, professor of epidemiology at the Barry Commoner Center for Health and the 
Environment at Queens College, City University of New York, and editor-in-chief of the American 
Journal of Public Health.
Airdate 10 March 2020 8:12 AM Length 20 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Nurses on the Frontlines of Coronavirus Pandemic Demand More Protection & 
Medicare for All". The number of coronavirus cases in the United States has passed 1,000 Tuesday, 
with the rate of infections likely increasing. Despite this, the U.S. continues to lag on testing, and 
healthcare workers say they lack adequate protection and protocols to allow them to safely care for 
infected patients. They also say the country’s hospitals are woefully unprepared to handle the crisis. 
Nurses in the hot zones of California and Washington had already reported having to beg for face 
masks and lacking guidance on how to address the virus. We are joined by Jean Ross, president of 
National Nurses United, the largest organization of registered nurses in the United States, which says 
Centers for Disease Control actually weakened its guidelines on responding to the pandemic by rolling 
back requirements for protective gear, not requiring infected patients to be in negative pressure 
isolation rooms at all times, and decreasing healthcare worker protections. In response, nurses with the 
NNU are holding a national day of action today to demand better protections for healthcare workers 
and the public. We are also joined by Alicia Garza with the National Domestic Workers Alliance and 
Black Futures Lab, a co-founder of the Black Lives Matter Global Network, and Naomi Klein, senior 



correspondent at The Intercept and the inaugural Gloria Steinem chair of media, culture and feminist 
studies at Rutgers University.
Airdate 11 March 2020 8:48 AM Length 11 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Trump Calls COVID-19 “Foreign Virus” as Lack of Universal Healthcare Makes 
the Pandemic Worse". After downplaying the threat of coronavirus for days, President Donald Trump 
addressed the nation Wednesday from the Oval Office, calling COVID-19 a “foreign virus” and 
announcing an unprecedented travel ban from most of Europe to the U.S. He also said he will expand 
sick leave. This comes as Senate Republicans blocked paid sick leave legislation. Robert Pollin, 
distinguished university professor of economics and co-director of the Political Economy Research 
Institute at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, says the lack of universal healthcare in the U.S. is
exacerbating the coronavirus crisis due to “the absurdity that people cannot feel confident that they are 
going to get medical treatment” when they need it most. In 2018, Pollin co-authored a paper titled 
“Economic Analysis of Medicare for All.” His forthcoming book, co-authored with Noam Chomsky, is 
“The Climate Crisis and the Global Green New Deal: The Political Economy of Saving the Planet.”
Airdate 12 March 2020 8:28 AM Length 12 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Lack of Paid Sick Leave Makes It Difficult for Many Workers to Comply with CDC
Advice to Stay Home". As the number of coronavirus cases in the United States passes 1,300 cases 
with 38 deaths, more than 30 million workers lack access to paid sick leave. President Trump addressed
the nation Wednesday night, saying he will expand sick leave as part of emergency response to the 
virus. But the same day, Republican senators blocked an attempt by Senate Democrats to quickly pass 
legislation requiring employers to grant paid sick leave. Meanwhile, Democrats in the House of 
Representatives will debate a package of bills Thursday to give workers 14 days of paid sick leave and 
up to three months of paid family and medical leave. Labor Department data says that one in four 
workers have no access to paid sick leave, including two-thirds of lowest earners. The U.S. is one of 
the only wealthy countries that does not require employers to offer its workers paid sick leave. We 
speak with Elise Gould, senior economist at the Economic Policy Institute; Donna Lieberman, 
executive director of the New York Civil Liberties Union; and economist Robert Pollin, co-director of 
the Political Economy Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
Airdate 12 March 2020 8:40 AM Length 13 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“We Are Way, Way Behind”: U.S. Lags on Coronavirus Testing & Medical Experts 
Warn “No One Is Immune”". It has been seven weeks since the first case of the new coronavirus was 
reported in the United States. President Trump is claiming, “Anybody that needs a test gets a test,” but 
this is simply untrue. There have been just 11,000 tests so far throughout the United States since the 
coronavirus outbreak began, compared to nearly 20,000 tests for coronavirus every day in South Korea 
alone. We spend the hour looking at how the Trump administration has failed to account for what may 
be thousands of infections because of ongoing problems with access to testing, and how other countries
have responded. We also discuss measures people must take to limit their exposure and protect their 
communities. We speak with Justin Lessler, associate professor at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health. He is the senior author on a new study that suggests the median incubation 
period for the new coronavirus is about five days. We are also joined by Dr. Steven Goodman, associate
dean at Stanford Medical School, where he is professor of epidemiology and population health and 
medicine. He is also Amy Goodman’s brother. Both schools are now holding classes online over 
concerns about the outbreak.
Airdate 13 March 2020 8:18 AM Length 41 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Doctor: As Coronavirus Cases Spike Worldwide, We Need Global Cooperation to 



Halt Spread". As the worldwide death toll from the coronavirus pandemic has topped 10,000, with over
250,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19, we speak with Stanford University’s global health expert Dr. 
Michele Barry, an infectious disease doctor. Italy has surpassed China in coronavirus deaths, and cases 
are rising in the Middle East, Africa and Latin America, as the governor of California has ordered all 40
million residents to shelter in place.
Airdate 20 March 2020 8:17 AM Length 29 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“Hope Is Not a Strategy”: Emergency Doctor Asks, Where Are COVID-19 Tests? 
Where Is Protective Gear?". As the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the U.S. rises to more 
than 35,000, doctors are facing a desperate lack of supplies, and tests continue to lag. We speak with 
Dr. Leana Wen, an emergency physician and public health professor at George Washington University. 
She previously served as Baltimore’s health commissioner. She says healthcare workers are “putting 
their lives on the line every day” as they work in hazardous conditions with inadequate supplies, 
including N95 respirator masks. “First we’re going to run out of masks, and then we’re going to run out
of doctors and nurses, because they’ll become sick,” Dr. Wen warns.
Airdate 23 March 2020 8:45 AM Length 14 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“In a Week We Will Be Italy”: NYC ER Doctor Says the U.S. Pandemic Will Only 
Get Worse". As New York hospitals see a surge in coronavirus cases, medical workers report growing 
shortages of protective gear, and a nurse who tested positive after treating patients with the highly 
contagious disease has died. “It’s pretty dire inside New York City hospitals right now,” says New York
City emergency room doctor Craig Spencer. “We have a growing number of patients coming in every 
day with coronavirus. We have people young and old, with complications, without complications, who 
get put on mechanical ventilators, who get put on life support to help their breathing, who have cardiac 
arrest. It’s a daily reality for many of my colleagues on the frontline.” Spencer is also a survivor of 
Ebola, which he contracted while fighting its outbreak in Africa.
Airdate 26 March 2020 8:17 AM Length 19 minutes.


