
Community Issues Programming for October 1 - December  31,  2021

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: COVID-19 Virus: Our community is concerned about the spread of COVID-19 disease as well 
as the economic impact of "Stay at Home" and other mitigation policies.

Democracy Now! "“Pediatrician Welcomes Imminent Approval of COVID Vaccine for Kids 5-11 Amid
Opposition to Mask Mandates”.The Biden administration is launching a national vaccination campaign 
for about 28 million children between the ages of 5 and 11. The vaccine will be two doses and one-third
as potent as the one being given to people over the age of 12. An independent panel is set to offer a 
recommendation to the FDA that evaluates the safety and efficacy of the vaccines in late October. 
We’re joined by Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, pediatrician and co-chair of the Protect Michigan 
Commission, to speak more about the rollout of the vaccine for kids. “It’s really important, if we want 
to go back to normal, for our kids to get this vaccine,” says Dr. Hanna-Attisha. “We need all hands on 
deck to improve our vaccination rates.”
Airdate 18 October 2021 8:31 AM Length 10 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“Public Citizen Blasts Pfizer for Putting Corporate Profit Over Increasing Access to 
COVID Vaccines” A damning new report shows that one of the leading COVID-19 vaccine makers 
appears to have played a role in restricting access to those very vaccines. The report, “Pfizer’s Power,” 
published this week by the consumer advocacy group Public Citizen, examines Pfizer’s contracts with 
the United States, United Kingdom, European Commission, Albania, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, 
Dominican Republic and Peru. They offer a rare glimpse into the power Pfizer has to silence 
governments, throttle supply, shift risk and maximize profits in the middle of a public health crisis. We 
speak with Public Citizen researcher Zain Rizvi, author of the new report.
Airdate 22 October 2021 8:53 AM Length 6 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Health Justice Advocates Say Vaccine Equity, Not “Racist” Travel Bans, Will Stop 
the Omicron Variant". We go to Cape Town, South Africa, to speak with a leading health justice 
advocate about how scientists in the country have identified a new Omicron coronavirus variant, and 
the World Health Organization warns it could be more transmissible than previous variants. Against the
advice of the WHO, several countries have closed their borders to foreign travelers. South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa criticized the travel bans and called on wealthy nations to help poorer 
nations gain greater access to COVID vaccines. The bans are “actually quite racist,” says Fatima 
Hassan, founder and director of Health Justice Initiative. “We need to urgently … vaccinate as many 
people in Africa as possible.”
Airdate 29 November 2021 8:14 AM Length 12 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“The Viral Underclass”: COVID-19 and AIDS Show What Happens When 
Inequality and Disease Collide: As December 1 marks World AIDS Day, we look at the pandemic that 
preceded COVID-19 and how recorded deaths of complications from the coronavirus this year have 
surpassed those of HIV/AIDS in the United States. The head of UNAIDS has warned the COVID-19 
pandemic may result in an increase in infections and deaths from HIV and AIDS. Both viruses 
disproportionately impacted vulnerable minority communities. Although treatment rollout for 
HIV/AIDS was uniquely inhibited by homophobia, racism and sexism, it was also plagued by corporate
greed and U.S. exceptionalism. “We’re seeing very similar dynamics again now with COVID-19,” says
Steven Thrasher, professor at Northwestern University in the Medill School of Journalism and the 



Institute for Sexual and Gender Minority Health and Wellbeing. “We have the vaccines, we have 
medications that are very effective, and they’re again being held from the Global South to protect the 
profits of pharmaceutical corporations.”
Airdate 1 December 8:48 AM Length 11 minutes.

Democracy Now! "U.S. Vowed to Help Prevent New Variants by Closing Global Vaccine Gap, But 
Plan’s Funding Is Stalled”: As the Biden administration faces increased pressure to address global 
vaccine inequity, USAID administrator Samantha Power announced a plan Monday for the United 
States to spend an additional $400 million to help increase vaccine access internationally. The move 
came days after Vanity Fair revealed a $2.5 billion plan to thwart Omicron-like variants has been 
stalled inside the Biden administration. We speak with reporter Katherine Eban, who broke the story 
and says vaccines are piling up in countries that lack the health infrastructure to distribute them 
quickly. “The problem is shifting from not enough doses to not enough support on the ground to 
administer doses.” She says the Biden administration has “good-faith” goals to reduce vaccine inequity,
but “they have not gone and asked Congress for money in part because they’re facing a narrow Senate 
majority.”
Airdate 7 December 2021 8:26 AM Length 9 minutes.

Democracy Now! "As Omicron Spreads, 100+ Firms in Africa, Asia & Latin America Can Make 
mRNA Vaccine If Tech Shared”: As the coronavirus variant Omicron spreads across the world at an 
unprecedented rate, a group of vaccine experts has just released a list of over 100 companies in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America with the potential to produce mRNA vaccine. They say it is the one of the most
viable solutions to fight vaccine inequity around the world and combat the spread of coronavirus 
variants, including Omicron. We speak to Achal Prabhala, one of the vaccine experts who compiled the 
list. If mRNA technology could be shared with the listed companies, “we could vaccinate the world in 
as close to six months from now,” says Prabhala. “These are very much the people’s vaccines. It’s just 
that they are private property.”
Airdate 16 December 2021 8:15 AM Length 17 minutes.

Democracy Now! "IDr. Carlos del Rio on Omicron Surge, COVID Testing Crisis & the Need to 
Vaccinate the World" With the emergence of the highly transmissible Omicron variant, the United 
States is now averaging over 130,000 new COVID-19 cases a day, and health officials warn the U.S. 
could see a million new cases a day by February. We speak with health expert Dr. Carlos del Rio, who 
says that vaccination complemented by booster shots is the best defense against severe illness. 
“Everybody’s going to get infected. You’re going to be exposed to this virus because it’s essentially 
going to be everywhere,” says del Rio.
Airdate 20 December 2021 8:51 AM Length 15 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Biden Addresses Omicron Surge as Nation Faces COVID Testing Shortage & 
Overwhelmed Hospitals" President Biden has announced a plan to begin distributing 500 million at-
home COVID tests starting in January in response to the latest surge in cases, linked to the highly 
transmissible Omicron variant of the coronavirus. His plan also includes the establishment of new 
federal testing sites and the deployment of military medical personnel to help overwhelmed hospitals 
around the country. Dr. Tsion Firew, an assistant professor of emergency medicine at the Columbia 
University Medical Center, says nurses and other healthcare providers are quitting or retiring in large 
numbers as the pandemic drags on, leading to an even greater strain on those still on the frontlines. “It’s
just very frustrating and also overburdening our healthcare system,” she says.
Airdate 22 December 2021 8:33 AM Length 17 minutes.


