
Community Issues Programming for July 1 - September  30, 2021

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: COVID-19 Virus: Our community is concerned about the spread of COVID-19 disease as well 
as the economic impact of "Stay at Home" and other mitigation policies.

Democracy Now! "“As Delta Variant Drives COVID-19 Uptick, Pfizer Pushes 3rd Shot in U.S. Despite
Global Vaccination Lag”.After months of decline in COVID-19 cases in the United States due in part to
widely available vaccines, the number of new cases per day is on the rise again. Pfizer representatives 
met with U.S. regulators and vaccine experts to seek emergency use authorization for a second booster 
dose of its vaccine, as health experts are continuing to highlight the growing gap in administered 
vaccinations between rich and low-income countries. “In the United States, we have access to multiple 
vaccines,” says Dr. Abraar Karan, an internal medicine doctor and infectious disease fellow at Stanford 
University School of Medicine. “Many countries have not seen any vaccine at all.” He also says it’s too
early to say whether a third vaccine dose is necessary, as Pfizer has insisted. “I hope the science is what
guides this, not the financial aspects,” he says.
Airdate 14 July 2021 8:52 AM Length 7 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“The Pandemic Is Not Over: Science Writer Ed Yong on Delta’s Devastation in 
Low-Vaccination States” COVID-19 cases in the United States have tripled over the past month as the 
highly contagious Delta variant rapidly spreads across the country, particularly in areas with low 
vaccination rates. Deaths from COVID-19 have increased by nearly 50% over the past week, and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says the Delta variant is now responsible for 83% of 
COVID-19 cases in the U.S. “Things are much worse than people might realize,” says Ed Yong, 
science writer at The Atlantic who has been reporting on the Delta variant’s spread in Missouri, one of 
the hardest-hit areas in the U.S. “The more we let this pandemic linger on, rage on around the world, 
the less protected any of us will be — including those of us who currently luxuriate under the umbrella 
of vaccination.” Yong recently won the Pulitzer Prize for Explanatory Reporting for his coverage of the
pandemic.
Airdate 21 July 2021 8:12 AM Length 18 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Epidemiologist Gregg Gonsalves: “3 Things Biden Can Do Right Now to Stop 
COVID and Save Lives”". Six months into the Biden administration, the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to rage across the United States and around the world, driven by the highly contagious Delta 
variant. Meanwhile, as vaccinations stall in the United States, much of the world is still “desperate” for 
COVID-19 vaccines, says Yale epidemiologist Gregg Gonsalves. “We should be exporting vaccines 
rather than sitting on them and hoarding them,” he says. “If we don’t stop the virus all around the 
world, we’re not going to stop it anywhere.”
Airdate 26 July 2021 8:12 AM Length 18 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“We Can’t Trust the Unvaccinated”: The highly contagious Delta variant is causing 
a rise in cases around the world, from the Olympics in Tokyo to Russia, Indonesia and the U.S. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has issued new guidelines suggesting that people resume 
wearing masks indoors, but state and local officials are not legally required to implement CDC 
guidelines. Dr. Leana Wen, an emergency physician and former Baltimore health commissioner, says 
she supports the new CDC guidelines because an “honor system” of trusting people to wear masks 
unless they were vaccinated clearly did not work. “We know that we can’t trust the unvaccinated,” she 



says. She also discusses global vaccine inequity, how to overcome vaccine hesitancy, and her new 
memoir, “Lifelines: A Doctor’s Journey in the Fight for Public Health.”
Airdate 29 July 8:16 AM Length 28 minutes.

Democracy Now! "As Delta Variant Drives Surge in New Cases, History Shows It Could Get Worse 
Before It Gets Better”: More than one year into the COVID-19 pandemic, over 3.5 million people have 
died around the world, including nearly 500,000 in the United States. Historian and writer John Barry 
says the highly transmissible Delta variant of the coronavirus was a predictable development based on 
how previous pandemics have developed. “This is not unusual, what we’re going through,” he says. 
“The question is whether the next variant is going to be even more transmissible and possibly more 
virulent, or whether it’s going to be toned down.” He says it’s likely that people will continue to need 
booster shots of COVID-19 vaccines in the months and years to come.
Airdate 12 August 2021 8:46 AM Length 13 minutes.

Democracy Now! "“On the Kill Floors”: Amid a surge in COVID-19 cases, we look at the experiences 
of meatpacking workers during the pandemic and beyond. Dulce Castañeda, a founding member of 
Children of Smithfield, a Nebraska-based grassroots advocacy group led by the children and family 
members of meatpacking workers, says conditions in the meatpacking plants during the pandemic 
remained as usual. “It was a situation where they weren’t receiving the protections that they needed,” 
she tells Democracy Now!, adding that workers often don’t have the time or resources to advocate for 
themselves. Castañeda and her family are profiled in a new book by journalist Eyal Press titled “Dirty 
Work: Essential Jobs and the Hidden Toll of Inequality in America.”
Airdate 3 September 2021 8:51 AM Length 8 minutes.

Democracy Now! "Indian Civil Society Urges Johnson & Johnson to Stop Exporting Indian-Made 
Vaccines to Rich Nations" More than a dozen civil society groups in India have written an open letter 
to Johnson & Johnson and the U.S. government, urging the pharmaceutical giant to cancel export of 
Indian-made COVID-19 vaccine doses to rich countries and instead focus on distributing them in the 
Global South. “The 600 million doses that Johnson & Johnson is manufacturing currently … in India 
should go where the vaccines are most needed, which is the Indian subcontinent, the African continent 
and the COVAX Facility,” says public health activist Achal Prabhala, who co-authored the letter and is 
coordinator of the AccessIBSA project, which campaigns for access to medicines in India, Brazil and 
South Africa.
Airdate 20 September 2021 8:50 AM Length 9 minutes.


