
Community Issues Programming for April 1 - June  30, 2019

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: On-Line Privacy: Recent revelations about the extent of data mining done by websites such as
Facebook have many calling for new regulations.

Democracy Now!   "Big Tech’s War for Your Wallet: Facebook Sparks Outrage After Announcing Plans
for Digital Currency"  In a move that could reshape the world’s financial system, Facebook has 
unveiled plans to launch a new global digital currency called Libra. Facebook announced its plans on 
Tuesday after secretly working on the cryptocurrency for more than a year. It will launch Libra next 
year in partnership with other large companies including Visa, Mastercard, PayPal and Uber. Facebook 
said it wants to create “a simple global currency and infrastructure that empowers billions of people.” 
The plan has already come under fierce criticism from financial regulators and lawmakers. Democratic 
Senator Sherrod Brown tweeted, “Facebook is already too big and too powerful, and it has used that 
power to exploit users’ data without protecting their privacy. We cannot allow Facebook to run a risky 
new cryptocurrency out of a Swiss bank account without oversight.” We speak with David Dayen, the 
executive editor of The American Prospect. He recently wrote a piece for The New Republic headlined 
“The Final Battle in Big Tech’s War to Dominate Your World.”
Airdate 19 June 2019  8:13 AM. Length 19 minutes.

Issue: Heath Care Costs : Our community is concerned about the risings costs of heath care.
Democracy Now!   "As Trump Threatens Another Obamacare Repeal, Mother Warns That Losing ACA 
Would “Wipe Me Out”" Just a week after President Trump’s Justice Department supported a federal 
court ruling to wipe out the Affordable Care Act, Trump changed course in a series of tweets Monday 
and said he is willing to wait until after the 2020 presidential election for Congress to vote on a new 
healthcare plan. Trump has vowed to replace the ACA so that the Republican Party will be known as 
“the party of healthcare.” We speak with Jamie Davis Smith, a mother of four, civil rights attorney and 
member of Little Lobbyists and Health Care Voter. Her daughter Claire has multiple severe disabilities
Airdate 2 April 2019  8:36 AM. Length 12 minutes.

Issue: Opioid Abuse: Our community is concerned about the potential of abuse of prescription pain 
killers.
Democracy Now! "In Landmark Opioid Trial, Oklahoma Accuses Johnson & Johnson of Being Drug 
“Kingpin” Fueled by Greed". For the first time, a pharmaceutical company is on trial for its role in the 
opioid crisis in Oklahoma this week. Johnson & Johnson—the corporate giant better known for its baby
products—produces a fentanyl patch and previously also manufactured an opioid pill. In opening 
statements Tuesday, lawyers made a sweeping case against the company, accusing it of driving demand 
for opioids while the drug ravaged Oklahoma. The state says Johnson & Johnson targeted children and 
veterans to sell opioids. In court filings, Attorney General Mike Hunter likened Johnson & Johnson to a
“kingpin” that has been targeting an unsuspecting public since the 1990s. Purdue Pharma settled with 
Oklahoma in March for $270 million, and Teva Pharmaceuticals reached an $85 million settlement deal
Sunday, just ahead of the landmark trial. This leaves Johnson & Johnson as the only defendant in the 
first civil trial of its kind. The trial is expected to last two months, and will set the stage for the nearly 
1,900 federal and state lawsuits targeting drug makers and distributors pending around the country. We 
speak with Jan Hoffman, a reporter for The New York Times who is covering the landmark opioid trial 
in Oklahoma.
Airdate 30 May 2019 8:41 AM Length 12 minutes.



Issue: Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting: Our community is concerned about media bias and
censorship.

CounterSpin  Amee Chew on Philippines Under Duterte

Airdate 20 April 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin Tina Vasquez on Covering Immigration, Sina Toossi on Iran Sanctions
Coverage of the resignation of Homeland Security chief Kirstjen Nielsen showcased imperial court 
intrigue, and how craven one can be and still be dubbed a “grown-up in the room.” Media interested in 
Nielsen’s soft landing—Will she get to make the seven-figure salary God intends for ex-officials? Will 
she have pleasant dining-out experiences?—might have spent more time on the victims of the policies 
she executed, like Laura Maradiaga, an 11-year-old girl the government is trying to deport, alone, to El 
Salvador, due to a backlogged court’s clerical error. The immigration beat is multi-faceted, for sure, and
media choices about what to look at, who to listen to, may be impactful, as the White House looks set 
to make its war on immigrants a key piece of Trump’s reelection drive. 
Also on the show: The Trump administration is engaged in an open campaign of pressure on Iran that 
feels to many like a ramp up to war. US sanctions have cost Iran some $10 billion, and now the White 
House seeks to cut off Iran’s oil exports—a big part of its economy—entirely. Asked recently how he 
could guarantee that US sanctions, ostensibly aimed at the country’s leaders, would not harm the 
Iranian people, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo stated flatly, “There are no guarantees.” Media 
coverage is less than helpful, shaped as it is by Iran’s “official enemy” status and, even more, by the 
implicit belief in the US’s right to do whatever it wants.
Airdate 27 April 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Joe Uehlein on Green New Deal, Basav Sen on Beyond the Paris Accord"
The Green New Deal is a vision, about how we might use the economic transformation required to 
address the climate crisis to advance workers rights and well-being. In the corporate press, it’s often 
either reduced to a story about Democratic Party fortunes, or vagued out to some ideas about the “green
dream or whatever,” in Nancy Pelosi’s words. There’s another conversation, though, where people take 
seriously the need and the possibility to center working people in the fight for the planet.
Also on the show: House Democrats have introduced a bill to force the US to rejoin the Paris Climate 
Accord. They, and reporters whose range doesn’t extend beyond them, may have been surprised to hear
environmentalists respond overwhelmingly, “Oh come on.” As Food & Water Watch’s Wenonah Hauter
put it, “The terms of the Paris Accord aren’t low-hanging fruit, they’re fruit that has fallen to the 
ground and begun to rot.” 
Airdate 14 May 2019 8:42 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Amin Husain on Decolonizing Museums, Nikole Hannah-Jones on School 
Resegregation" If someone makes lots of money by, say, knowingly and cynically exacerbating opioid 
addiction, is it OK as long as they give some of that money to an art museum? Cultural institutions are 
important sites of public conversation, but the public doesn’t have much say in who gets to lead that 
conversation, or the stories they tell. Activists are asking us to talk about what that means, and what it 
would mean to change it.
Also on the show: 65 years ago this month, the Supreme Court ruling Brown v. Board of Education 
ordered the desegregation of America’s public schools, declaring segregated schools “inherently 
unequal.” Five years ago this month, as media marked the 60th anniversary, we spoke with journalist 



Nikole Hannah-Jones, whose “Segregation Now” series for ProPublica described 21st century 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, where, she noted, nearly one in three black students attends a school that looks 
as if Brown never happened
Airdate 11 May 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Oriaku Njoku & Jill Heaviside on Abortion Rights in Georgia and Beyond"  Republicans 
have been passing laws restricting access to abortion in various ways for years now, but Alabama has 
just passed what is effectively an outright abortion ban, stoking fear that one of these disputed cases 
will make it to the Supreme Court, and we’ll see the overturn of Roe v. Wade.
Media are certainly covering the story, and often critically. But in a way, the conversation is sort of off-
center, because people are talking about “banning” abortion, as if that means abortion disappears. But 
abortions will happen, as they always have. The question is what they’ll be like, for whom? If that’s 
your question about the future, it makes sense to talk with the people who are doing the work now—of 
support, advocacy and funding to allow women to access safe and affordable abortion care.
Airdate 18 May 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Dean Baker on Trump’s Trade War, Leo Fitzpatrick on Wireless Merger" Coverage of 
Donald Trump’s trade war on China has led to some odd writing, as when the Washington Post 
reported, “Dozens of US companies have complained that Trump’s earlier steel and aluminum tariffs 
drove up their costs and hurt more US workers than they helped. But Trump does not see it that way.” 
Or the New York Times says, “The president shows no signs of backing away from his stance that 
tariffs have helped the United States.” It’s true that the administration is both internally divided and 
intentionally ambiguous on trade policy and its impacts.  But what does that mean for reporters’ 
responsibility? Surely they can’t just throw up their hands? We’ll seek some clarity on tariffs and trade 
with economist Dean Baker of the Center for Economic and Policy Research.
Also on the show: And then there were three? If the Republican-led FCC has its way, a horizontal 
merger between T-Mobile and Sprint will reduce to three the number of national wireless carriers. The 
Justice Department has concluded that you need at least four players to have anything like effective 
competition in an industry. But Ajit Pai says nah.  We’ll talk with Leo Fitzpatrick, policy counsel and 
C. Edwin Baker fellow at the group Free Press, about what the merger could mean for the public 
interest that’s of so little interest to the FCC.
Airdate 25 May 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Celine McNicholas on Forced Arbitration, Ian Head on Freedom of Information".  
Quaint as it may sound, the idea is still operative for many people that if you work, you earn wages and
fair treatment. We can’t seem to shake the storyline that employers, graciously, offer this, and workers 
should, gratefully, accept it. But a new report outlines just how tilted the workplace balance of power 
has become in this country, and what we need to do to restore workers’ voice and power at work. Titled
Unchecked Corporate Power: Forced Arbitration, the Enforcement Crisis and How Workers Are 
Fighting Back, the report comes from the Center for Popular Democracy and the Economic Policy 
Institute.
Also on the show: Government actors have, it seems, endless reasons to shroud their actions in secrecy;
that’s why tools like the Freedom of Information Act and state open records laws are so critical. But it 
turns out it isn’t journalists who are making the most of FOIA, for instance, but other people—and 
increasingly, activists working with, but if necessary around, gatekeeper media to achieve social justice
goals. The Center of Constitutional Rights has a new project aimed at helping those efforts along.
Airdate 1 June 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes
CounterSpin "Shankar Narayan on Face Surveillance".  People should be free to walk down the street 
without being watched by the government.” It sounds uncontroversial, in a society with aspirations 



toward democracy. But that precept is not at all a given in 2019 America, where a company like Google
or Amazon has the capacity—a growing capacity—to track people in public space, and to identify them
using facial recognition technology. How will they use these powerful surveillance tools? Amazon‘s 
early move was to meet with ICE officials to market the tools to them. Discussion took place with 
Shankar Narayan, director of the Technology and Liberty Project at the ACLU of Washington state
Airdate 2 February 2019 8:44 AM Length 15 minutes

CounterSpin "Netfa Freeman on Cuba Sanctions, Reynard Loki on Indigenous Oil Victory” 
A former US diplomat to Cuba, Wayne Smith, wrote once that Cuba “seems to have the same effect on 
American administrations that the full moon once had on werewolves.” It comes to mind as you hear of
National Security Advisor John Bolton denouncing Cuba’s “malign influence and ideological 
imperialism”—to an audience including veterans of the failed Bay of Pigs invasion, no less—as the 
reason for renewed sanctions on the country, including restrictions on US citizens’ ability to travel 
there. It could be an occasion for the press to explore the US’s “international outlier” stance toward 
Cuba. 
Also on the show: Corporate media would have us believe they’re interested in climate action, but 
they’re failing a key test of that, which would be taking seriously the lives and deaths of people on the 
frontline. The recent court victory of Ecuador’s indigenous Waorani, against the government’s push to 
auction off their land to oil companies, brings together critical things: Biodiversity, the global impact of
the Amazon, the integrity of agreements between indigenous communities and the state, and legal 
protections for nature. But coverage suggests it’s just not that interesting to corporate media. 
Airdate 9 February 2019 8:30 AM Length 14 minutes.

CounterSpin "Dean Baker on Taxing the Rich” Former Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz doesn’t like the
word “billionaire”; he’d prefer we speak of “people of means,” thank you. Schultz is responding—
touchily—to the increased willingness to engage seriously proposals to reduce wealth and income 
inequality in the US. We’ll talk about some of those proposals—what they can and can’t do, and why 
we need them all—with economist Dean Baker, co-founder of the Center for Economic and Policy 
Research, and author of the free book Rigged: How Globalization and the Rules of the Modern 
Economy Were Structured to Make the Rich Richer.
Airdate 8 June 2019 8:44 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin  "Sandy Cioffi on Nigerian Oil, Riki Ott Looking Back at Exxon Valdez Spill" The BP oil 
spill in the Gulf of Mexico happened from the spring through the fall of 2010. The blowout of the 
Deepwater Horizon rig killed 11 people, and countless animals, on its way to becoming the worst 
marine oil spill in history. It seemed to take that protracted disaster on the US coast to generate a New 
York Times front-page story on June 16, 2010, about oil industry ravages in Nigeria’s delta region, 
which, the article noted, “has endured the equivalent of the Exxon Valdez spill every year for 50 years, 
by some estimates.” CounterSpin had a powerful conversation that week with filmmaker and video 
artist Sandy Cioffi, whose film, Sweet Crude, looks at the oil industry in Nigeria, and the way it is 
covered in the US. 
Also on the show: Oil spills are often discussed in media in terms of the Exxon Valdez. But if the use of
the Valdez as a touchstone might give the impression that “lessons were learned” from that 1989 
disaster…. Well, that mainly applies to the lesson that not disaster, but activism—dogged, ongoing, out-
of-the-spotlight, misunderstood and maligned activism—is what changes things. That’s part of what we
learned when we spoke with activist and marine biologist Riki Ott in 2009—then the 20-year 
anniversary of that “oil spill to end all oil spills”—now many spills ago.
Airdate 15 June 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.


