
Community Issues Programming for October 1 - December  31, 2019

WCLH has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community his quarter.
Following each issue is a list of programs aired addressing that issue.

Issue: Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting: Our community is concerned about media bias and
censorship.

CounterSpin  "Dana Gold on Whistleblower Protections, Craig Aaron on Net Neutrality Setback"
Who knows what will have happened by the time you hear this show, as Donald Trump seems to think 
nothing goes better after evidence that you tried to strongarm a country into digging up dirt on your 
opponents than evidence that you tried to strongarm another country into digging up dirt on your 
opponents. We’re in uncharted water with Trump and impeachment; part of what’s exceptional are 
Trump’s open threats to the whistleblower who brought forth the evidence of his call with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky. What protections does that person have? And what’s media’s role and 
responsibility? We’ll talk with Dana Gold, senior counsel and director of education at the Government 
Accountability Project.
Airdate 5 October 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin  "Mike Elk on GM Strike, Trinity Tran on Public Banking"
One of the ways corporate media coverage of the now more than three-week-old GM strike is like 
coverage of every strike is the use, so common as to be invisible, of constructions like “GM strike 
leaves thousands of outside workers without a job,” “The strike may begin to drag the economy in 
places like Michigan,” or “In Flint, at least 1,200 truckers and production workers from suppliers have 
lost their jobs because of the strike.” To describe the intervention—the strike—as the cause of all 
attendant harms suggests that the status quo (to which the strike is a response) is blameless. 
Management’s predations—in this case including cutting healthcare, and using tiered wage scales and 
temporary workers to undercut pay and security—are daily and grinding and deeply unfair. But it’s the 
strike that’s “disruptive” and damaging and somehow out of bounds. We’ll talk about the strike reality 
outside media’s frame with Mike Elk, senior labor reporter and founder of Payday Report.
Airdate 12 October 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Khury Petersen-Smith on Turkey & the Kurds, Alex Vitale on the Purpose of Policing"
“US withdraws from Syria, in a remarkable betrayal of the Kurds”  is a fair characterization of 
corporate news media’s take on recent events—the only problems being that the US has not withdrawn 
from Syria, and a US betrayal of the Kurds is not at all remarkable, if by that we mean surprising. 
World events can be confusing, but they’re made much more so by media coverage that insists, against 
all evidence, that righteousness is what guides US foreign policy. We talk about Syria and Turkey and 
the Kurds with Khury Petersen-Smith of the Institute for Policy Studies.
Airdate 19 October 2019 8:42 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Dorothee Benz on LGBTQ Rights, Joe Emersberger on Ecuador Protests"The Supreme 
Court won’t rule until spring on the cases it recently took up, involving employment discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender identity. But that doesn’t mean we have to wait until then to 
assess the state of fairness for LGBTQ people in US society. Just as abortion can be out of reach even 
with Roe v. Wade in place, the gap between what the law says a person merits, and the harms and 
hardships they experience, can be cavernous. It doesn’t mean ignoring the legal front, just placing it 
within a more complex picture. We’ll talk about that with writer and organizer Dorothee Benz.
Airdate 26 October 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.



CounterSpin "Johanna Bozuwa on Public Utilities, Jake Johnston on Haiti"
People are using words like “unlivable” to describe parts of California, where wildfires and power 
outages are driving new kinds of crisis and exacerbating existing ones. At the heart of it: climate 
disruption, of course, but also a private utility system that isn’t now and never has been incentivized to 
address it. As we record, young Californians are sitting in at Nancy Pelosi’s office, saying business as 
usual is over. Media should be looking forward, too, but will they? We’ll talk about the drive for a 
publicly owned, community-controlled energy system with Johanna Bozuwa, co-manager of the 
Climate & Energy Program at the Democracy Collaborative.
Airdate 2 November 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Rob Richie on Ranked Choice Voting, Netfa Freeman on Police Militarization"
The November 5 elections had some big news: Virginia Democrats flipping both houses of the state 
legislature and, as we record, something very much still happening in the race for Kentucky governor. 
Other results, outside the spotlight, could have even more abiding impact on what government looks 
like, including the passage of a ballot initiative here in New York City that will change the way we 
vote. We’ll talk about ranked choice voting, how it works and what it could mean with Rob Richie of 
the group FairVote.
Airdate 9 November 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin "Alex Main on Bolivia Coup". 
The Washington Post doesn’t want you to be confused, so they headlined their editorial, “Bolivia Is in 
Danger of Slipping Into Anarchy. It’s Evo Morales’s Fault.” Elite US media, you understand, are 
deeply invested in the well-being of Bolivia’s people, who are in uproar after a coup ousting Morales, 
over charges of irregularities in the recent election that appear to have no evidential grounding—nor, in
media’s view, to require any. Back in 2006, US media were counseling Morales that policies like 
nationalizing the country’s gas industry were popular but “not the answer to Bolivia’s problems.” Their 
preferred answer, judging by today’s coverage, is celebrating the extra-legal pushout of the country’s 
first indigenous president, and welcoming the self-declared leadership of a legislator who has tweeted 
that she “dream[s] of a Bolivia free of satanic indigenous rites.” That’s the topsy-turvy world of elite 
US media’s “concerned” foreign policy. Which is why we’ll look for a different view from Alex Main, 
director of international policy at the Center for Economic and Policy Research. 
Airdate 16 November 2019 8:44 AM Length 15 minutes

CounterSpin "Michael Edison Hayden on Stephen Miller, Mallory McMaster on Katie Hill” 
Calls are coming in for the resignation of Trump policy advisor Stephen Miller, after leaked emails 
show him promoting white nationalist books and ideas to the far-right outlet Breitbart. I wouldn’t call 
the documents a “smoking gun”; the smoking gun is the 70,000 migrant children held in US 
government custody over the past year. The emails just reveal the recipe—invoking the same warped 
“Great Replacement” ideas you’ll find in the manifesto of a mass shooter, for example. We’ll talk with 
the investigative reporter behind the story, Michael Edison Hayden from Southern Policy Law Center’s 
Hatewatch.
Airdate 23 November 2019 8:30 AM Length 14 minutes.

CounterSpin "Wayne Barrett on Rudy Giuliani, Melissa Goodman on the PATRIOT Act” 
CounterSpin this week revisits two interviews from the past, on topics very much of today. First up: 
Now that Rudy Giuliani is known as Donald Trump’s rabid fixer, whom we learned none other than 
John Bolton described as “a hand grenade” who would “blow everyone up,” the former New York City 
mayor has fallen out of elite media’s good graces. To which New Yorkers say, what took you so long? 



Much of media’s story around Giuliani was about how cool and effective he was on September 11, 
2001. And much of that story is myth. In 2006, CounterSpin spoke with the late journalist Wayne 
Barrett, then at the late Village Voice, about his book, Grand Illusion: The Untold Story of Rudy 
Giuliani and 9/11, co-authored with Dan Collins
Airdate 30 November 2019 8:44 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin  "Julie Hollar on Election 2020 Coverage"
Informing the public about candidates running for president is among media’s most important jobs. In a
relatively crowded Democratic field, the public is looking to media to lift up issues that are important 
to them, and assess how various candidates might address them. They’re looking for substantive 
reporting on candidates’ public records. But as we record the show, the major election story seems to be
about Joe Biden’s leg hair. What do we make of the job the press are doing so far this election season? 
We’ll hear from FAIR’s senior analyst for Election 2020, Julie Hollar.
Airdate 7 December 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin  "Sharon Lerner on Plastic Recycling"
In case you missed it: November 15 was America Recycles Day, in which, Newsweek explained, 
“thousands of communities participate by promoting environmental citizenship and taking action to 
increase and improve recycling.”  If your skepticism were piqued by the day’s enthusiastic promotion 
by Trump EPA administrator Andrew Wheeler and Trump himself, perhaps you’d be assuaged by the 
fact that the group behind America Recycles Day is the veteran nonprofit Keep America Beautiful. 
Until you realize, that is, that that group is backed by beverage and packaging companies like Coca-
Cola, Nestlé and Altria (formerly Phillip Morris), all eager to persuade the public that recycling is an 
adequate response to the devastating environmental impact of plastic waste, of which they are fixing to 
create a great deal more.

Plastics producers like Coke and Nestlé are huge media sponsors, and no-holds-barred reporting about 
their behind-the-scenes efforts isn’t exactly thick on the ground, but it needs to be. We talk this week to 
one reporter keeping an eye on these things: Sharon Lerner, health and environment reporter at the 
Intercept and a reporting fellow at Type Investigations—about plastic recycling, and what it does and 
doesn’t have to do with you.
Airdate 14 December 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.

CounterSpin  "Marjorie Cohn, Dorothee Benz on Impeachment"
The House of Representatives impeached Donald Trump for abuse of power and obstruction of 
Congress. Impeachment is a big deal; if it doesn’t feel that way, it may be because the Trump 
administration has been such a blunt instrument that it’s hard to feel it can be contained or constrained 
by any deliberative procedure—and it also may be because corporate media have failed big time, 
presenting a critical story about asymmetrical power as a kinda boring, “both sides,” depends-who-you-
believe Beltway story. And then claiming it’s the public that’s not interested.

We’ll talk with Marjorie Cohn, professor emerita at Thomas Jefferson School of Law. Her most recent 
book is Drones and Targeted Killing: Legal, Moral and Geopolitical Issues.
Airdate 21 December 2019 8:30 AM Length 29 minutes.


