
  

  

Description of WLOV programming providing the most significant treatment of community issues.  

4th Quarter 2021 

 

WLOV airs local news programming each week live during the following times on WLOV 27.1 (FOX).  

Monday through Friday 6:00 a.m. to 7 a.m. (simulcast with WTVA 9.1 (NBC) and WTVA 9.2 (ABC)) 

Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.   

Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

Monday through Friday 9:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  

Saturday and Sunday 9:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  

All the above are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather and sports and 

other related feature stories and segments that affect Northeast Mississippi and parts of Northwest 

Alabama.  

 

List of Issues for This Quarter 

The following is a list of the programs of significant treatment of Northeast Mississippi and Northwest 

Alabama community issues. Local news stories were also posted on the website at wtva.com, on the 

WTVA 9 News app, on Facebook and on Twitter.  

Covid 

Abortion 

Severe Weather 

Medical Marijuana 

Worker Shortage 

 

LOCAL: 



ISSUE  

COVID 

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA) 

Date: Various   

Time: Various    

Duration: Various     

Detailed Description:  The coronavirus pandemic took a couple of swings during this quarter. It started 

with cases going down and local school districts easing mask requirements. However, the latter part of 

the quarter started to see COVID-19 cases climbing again due to the omicron variant. Below are some of 

the stories that aired concerning this issue: 

10/4 Baptist Memorial Hospital-Union County said it gave at least 700 monoclonal antibody 

treatments to people last month in hopes of preventing them from having serious illness due to COVID-

19. 

10/4 State Health Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs said the number of COVID-19 patients in hospitals is 

going down but added there are still a substantial number of new hospital admissions. 

10/9 Governor Tate Reeves extended Mississippi’s state of emergency for another 30 days to provide 

resources in the battle against COVID-19, such as expanded access to telemedicine. 

10/12 School districts in Tupelo and Chickasaw County announced it will lift its mask mandate 

tomorrow, making the wearing of masks optional on school campuses. 

10/14 The Northeast Mississippi Coalition Against COVID set up a pop-up clinic on the Square in 

Houston in hopes of getting more people vaccinated against COVID-19. 

10/14 Mississippi Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike Randolph extended the state’s emergency order 

concerning COVID-19 allowing judges to postpone jury trials scheduled through November 12. 

10/15 Oxford is the latest local school district to relax its mask mandate with the school board making 

the decision to make them optional instead of mandatory. 

10/19 North Mississippi Health Services reduced the hours for COVID-19 testing outside the old Sears 

store at the Mall at Barnes Crossing from eight hours to four hours due to a lack of demand. 

10/19 The University of Mississippi Medical Center in Grenada announced it will bring its mobile 

vaccine clinic to schools and businesses in Grenada, Yalobusha, Calhoun, Attala and Montgomery 

counties upon request. 

10/25 Mississippi’s death toll from the COVID-19 pandemic has surpassed 10,000. 

10/25 The Mississippi State Department of Health said it expects booster shots to be available at 

county health departments in the coming days even though they are available now at clinics and 

pharmacies. 



10/25` The state College Board voted to make COVID-19 vaccines mandatory for employees at 

universities accepting federal funding. 

10/26 Some employees at Mississippi State University protested on campus in opposition to the state 

College Board mandating COVID-19 vaccines for universities that take federal money. 

10/27 The Mississippi University for Women said its employees do not fall under the state College 

Board vaccination mandate because it does not accept federal funding. 

10/28 State health leaders said they are worried about COVID-19 cases climbing because of holiday 

gatherings upcoming even though COVID-19 hospitalizations are down under 300 statewide. 

10/28 Amory aldermen lifted its mask mandate for City Hall and other public buildings and are allowing 

community centers to open at 50 percent capacity. 

10/29 Mississippi State University is now allowing vaccinated students and faculty inside buildings 

without wearing a mask. 

11/1 North Mississippi Health Services announced it is no longer doing COVID-19 testing outside the 

old Sears store at the Mall at Barnes Crossing. 

11/5 COVID-19 cases are up slightly in the Tupelo public schools, according to the latest figures 

released by the district. 

11/5 The Mississippi State Department of Health is scheduling children ages 5 to 11 for COVID-19 

vacations with the first appointment set for Monday. 

11/10 The Tupelo Public School District changed its rules allowing parents to decide if their children 

should quarantine after a COVID-19 exposure instead of making the quarantine mandatory. 

11/10 The school board in Amory voted to relax the mask mandate for students and faculty since the 

numbers of COVID-19 cases are falling. 

11/11 The Tupelo Public School District is finally fully staffed with nurses to help with the hardships 

caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

11/12 North Mississippi Health Services announced it is requiring hospital employees to be vaccinated 

against COVID-19 by January 4 due to a federal requirement. 

11/18 The state health department announced you can download a certificate of your COVID-19 

vaccination from the agency and save it to your computer or mobile phone. 

11/22 Mississippi’s state of emergency over the coronavirus pandemic has ended. 

11/22 State Health Officer Doctor Thomas Dobbs said COVID-19 immunity is as high as 80% in 

Mississippi but that is not high enough to deal with the delta variant. 

12/6 Ole Miss fans who go to the Sugar Bowl may be surprised to hear they must be vaccinated 

against COVID-19 to get into the game as well as the city’s restaurants and bars. 

12/6 State health leaders reported Mississippi’s first case of the omicron variant of the coronavirus. 



12/6 Aldermen in Starkville voted to charge unvaccinated city workers an extra $75 for health 

insurance. 

12/9 Mississippi State University is not requiring masks to be worn inside Humphrey Coliseum for fall 

graduation, but the university is encouraging that along with social distancing. Also, each graduate will 

only get eight tickets for guests. 

12/9  Ole Miss is suspending the COVID-19 vaccination mandate for employees since federal 

vaccination mandates are being challenged in court. 

12/10 Students and staff members at Houston Middle School will have to wear masks after a spike in 

COVID cases in the last several days. 

12/15 The U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a federal judge's ruling that blocked the Biden 

administration’s proposed vaccination mandate for health care workers. The ruling affects 14 states 

including Mississippi. 

12/16 State Epidemiologist Doctor Paul Byers said omicron may be a milder form of COVID-19 but 

much more contagious than the delta variant. 

12/18 A federal appeals court panel ruled that President Biden's vaccine mandate for larger private 

employers can happen. Friday's ruling reversed the lower court ruling that paused the requirement for 

Mississippi and other states. 

12/20 North Mississippi Health Services tightened its visitation policy with an increase in COVID-19 

cases, including children under 17 not allowed and only two visitors a day per patient. 

12/22 Mississippi reported its second case of the omicron variant, but that variant is not fueling new 

COVID-19 cases. State health leaders said it's still the delta variant in the Magnolia State. 

12/27 The Mississippi State Department of Health reported more than 7,000 new COVID-19 cases 

today. The new numbers reflected confirmed cases from Wednesday through Sunday, but that is a 

massive jump in cases compared to just a few weeks ago. 

12/29 The Mississippi State Department of Health announced this afternoon omicron is the dominant 

variant of the coronavirus in the Magnolia State. 

12/30 The chief medical officer for North Mississippi Health Services recommends masking with a 

decent quality mask as COVID-19 cases dramatically rise across the area. 

 

ISSUE   

Abortion 

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA) 

Date: Various    

Time: Various     



Duration: Various      

Detailed Description: Mississippi took center stage before the nation as its 15-week abortion ban went 

before the nation’s highest court on appeal. The case is significant since Mississippi’s attorney general 

specifically asked justices to overturn the court’s previous ruling that protected a woman’s right to have 

an abortion up to 26 weeks into pregnancy. The issue was so significant that the station sent a reporter 

and videographer to Washington to cover the arguments. 

11/28 Governor Tate Reeves appeared on NBC’s “Meet the Press” and said this week’s U.S. Supreme 

Court arguments on Mississippi’s 15-week abortion ban is one of the most consequential pro-life legal 

battles ever. 

12/1 The stations sent Craig Ford and Alvin Ivy to Washington to cover the arguments before the U.S. 

Supreme Court over Mississippi’s 15-week abortion ban and had multiple live reports. Justices indicated 

during questioning they may be inclined to overturn Roe v. Wade allowing states to implement tighter 

abortion restrictions. 

 

ISSUE   

Severe weather  

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA) 

Date: Various    

Time: Various     

Duration: Various      

Detailed Description: The final month of the year turned out to be the most significant one this quarter 

concerning the threat of severe storms. Twice during this period the meteorologists with the WTVA 

Severe Weather Authority had to interrupt programming because of the threat. In one instance, there 

was a twister that caused damage in one of our local counties.  

10/18 Lee County will test its tornado warning system October 20 as part of Fall Severe Weather 

Preparedness Week in Mississippi. 

12/11 The WTVA Severe Weather Authority interrupted programming on WTVA, ABC WTVA and WLOV 

for coverage of what turned out to be an EF-1 tornado in Prentiss County that traveled nearly five miles 

north of Marietta. 

12/11 A woman in Prentiss County says she is blessed that she and her family are safe after their home 

was damaged last night by an EF-1 tornado. 

12/13 Belmont officials reported a roof coming off a local business during the severe storms that came 

through the city over the weekend. 



12/16 Last Saturday’s storms produced an EF-1 tornado in Prentiss County at 4:30 a.m., the National 

Weather Service confirmed. Its path stretched 4.5 miles, beginning north of Marietta and ending just 

east of New Site. 

12/16 The Toyota plant near Blue Springs said it had 21 gender-neutral storm shelters with bathrooms, 

showers and drinking water. That contrasts with the plant in Kentucky recently hit by a tornado with 

workers still on the job. 

12/29 Heavy rain caused flooding in the Bruce area of Calhoun County prompting one high-water 

rescue by law enforcement. 

12/29 The WTVA Severe Weather Authority interrupted programming twice on WTVA, ABC WTVA and 

WLOV for coverage of the threat of tornadoes. Although multiple warnings were issued, the only 

tornado that touched down came just outside the area damaging parts of Winfield, Alabama. 

 

ISSUE    

Medical Marijuana 

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA) 

Date: Various     

Time: Various      

Duration: Various       

Detailed Description: The issue captured the attention of many of our viewers after the Mississippi 

Supreme Court earlier this year ruled the 2020 decision by voters to create a medical marijuana program 

should have never happened. The high court’s ruling came just weeks before the state was supposed to 

enact such a program. Since then, the focus has been on what the governor and state lawmakers would 

do to keep the possibility of a program alive.    

10/8 The group We Are The 74 plan to hold rallies in Tupelo and in other parts of the state Saturday 

to encourage state leaders to establish a medical marijuana program in Mississippi. 

10/13 Governor Tate Reeves said he and state lawmakers are still negotiating changes in a proposal to 

create a medical marijuana program and is not certain when he will call a special legislative session to 

address the subject. 

10/19 People protested outside of the Governor’s Mansion in Jackson pushing for Governor Tate 

Reeves to call a special legislative session so lawmakers can approve a new medical marijuana program 

for Mississippi. 

 

ISSUE   

Worker Shortage  

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA) 



Date: Various    

Time: Various     

Duration: Various      

Detailed Description: Across the country, businesses and governments have struggled to fill open 

positions during the COVID-19 pandemic. Northeast Mississippi was no exception to that. However, we 

did find pockets where it appeared the struggle to fill positions was easing up somewhat. Below are just 

a handful of stories that we aired concerning this issue:  

10/18 Eupora Police Chief Lawrence Caradine said the department is short four officers and it is getting 

tougher to find people who want to work in law enforcement.  

11/3 A job fair will be held Friday in Amory for about ten companies looking to fill positions in an 

environment where it is difficult for businesses to find enough workers. 

11/8 The manager at Todd’s Big Star grocery store in Tupelo said it is now easier to find workers than 

it was just a few months ago. 

11/8 Nurses from 36 hospitals across Mississippi sent a letter to Governor Tate Reeves and other 

state leaders asking for help in addressing the state’s nursing shortage. 

11/9 Bauhaus Furniture is holding the first of multiple hiring events over the next four weeks in hopes 

of filling nearly 100 open jobs. 

11/29 OCH Regional Medical Center said it is struggling to find people willing to work as an emergency 

medical technician or as a paramedic and the blame is on the low pay. 

  

ISSUE    

Product Shortage   

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA) 

Date: Various     

Time: Various      

Duration: Various       

Detailed Description: The latter part of 2021 led to multiple stories about supply chain issues that 

produced shortages of products not only on store shelves but in pharmacies trying to keep up their 

supplies of prescription drugs.  The issues even led to problems with local schools trying to have enough 

food for students seeking a meal, a problem almost unheard of until now.  

10/6 Food Giant in Aberdeen said the store struggled over the past few weeks to get certain products 

on the shelves such as packaged meats, bottled water and paper products due to supply chain issues. 



10/8 Chickasaw County Schools Superintendent John Ellison asked parents to be patient since the 

food service staff at Houston High School has struggled to feed children because of delays in food 

deliveries. 

11/16 A pharmacy in Amory said it is struggling to get several brands of insulin thanks to a shortage of 

factory workers and the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

ISSUE    

Broadband internet access 

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)   

Date: Various     

Time: Various      

Duration: Various       

Detailed Description: The COVID-19 pandemic triggered a huge expansion of broadband internet service 

to rural Northeast Mississippi through local electric power cooperatives. Some of those power providers 

were well on their way to rolling the service out to its customers. Others were just at the beginning of 

the process. And one local EPA reported a problem with thieves hindering efforts to provide that 

service.    

10/19 Tombigbee Electric said it is experiencing a problem with thieves stealing the black boxes on 

power poles that provide high-speed internet service to its customers. 

11/2 Natchez Trace Electric connected its first customer to the power association’s broadband 

internet service. 

11/22 Pontotoc Electric announced it will provide broadband internet service to customers with the 

help of Tombigbee Electric after it is through wiring the service for all customers. 

12/9 Tishomingo County Electric celebrated its 2,000th internet customer, a service being paid for 

with the federal government covering more than half of the $26 million cost to bring broadband service 

to the county. 

12/20 Alcorn County Electric Recently finished installing fiber-to-home broadband for every home 

getting its electricity from the power association. 

 

ISSUE    

Elections 

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)   

Date: Various     



Time: Various      

Duration: Various       

Detailed Description: 2021 was not a major year for elections in Mississippi, but some local areas held 

elections that were primarily to fill open government positions. All but one of them during this quarter 

had to go to a runoff to be decided. Meanwhile, state lawmakers started their work on a process that 

would likely lead to one local county seeing its representation in Washington change.    

11/2 Only a handful of elections were held locally, but all except one must be decided by a runoff. 

The only one with a winner was Vince Marascalco in an open seat in Grenada County Justice Court. 

11/23 Voters across the area settled runoffs by choosing a new Lee County supervisor, a new 

Starkville-Oktibbeha school board member, a new Chickasaw County coroner and a new state senator 

for parts of Noxubee and Winston counties. 

12/9 Newly elected Senator Rod Hickman was sworn in this week at the Mississippi State Capitol after 

winning a runoff to determine who would serve the remainder of Sampson Jackson’s term. 

12/15 A legislative committee approved a proposed congressional redistricting map that would move 

Winston County from the First Congressional District to the Third Congressional District. It also makes 

the split between the two districts in Oktibbeha County much smoother. 

 

     

Local Public Service Campaigns  

 

Program Title:  Mississippi Army National Guard 

Date:  October 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021 

Time: ROS 

Duration:   :15 and :30 second spots 

Detailed Description:   WLOV ran 153 spots designed to inform viewers about the Mississippi Army 

National Guard’s unique domestic mission. Each spot demonstrates their commitment to community 

and country, as well as the many opportunities the Guard offers to lead, learn, and gain in-demand job 

skills—all while serving part-time, close to home. Spots were supplied by the Mississippi Association of 

Broadcasters. 

 

 

Program Title: “Trusted Voices” MSU Extension Public Service Announcement 

Date: December 15, 2021 to December 26, 2021 



Time: ROS 

Duration: 1 minute 

Detailed Description: “Trusted voices”, including staff and a student from Mississippi State University, 

talk about facts related to vaccination against the corona virus. The PSA encourages all viewers to get 

vaccinated. WLOV aired 143 of these spots that were supplied by the Mississippi Association of 

Broadcasters. 

 


