
 

 

Description of WLOV programming providing the most significant treatment of community issues. 

1st Quarter 2021

WLOV airs local news programming each week live during the following times on WLOV 27.1 (FOX). 

Monday through Friday 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. (simulcast with WTVA 9.1 (NBC) and WTVA 9.2 (ABC))

Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 

Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

Monday through Friday 9:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday 9:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. (simulcast) 

All the above are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather and sports and 
other related feature stories and segments that affect Northeast Mississippi and parts of Northwest 
Alabama. 

The following is a list of the programs of significant treatment of Northeast Mississippi and Northwest 
Alabama community issues. Local news stories were also posted on our website at wtva.com, on the 
WTVA 9 News app, on Facebook and on Twitter. 

 Severe weather
 Public health
 Education
 Coronavirus
 Coronavirus and education
 Politics
 Public wrongdoing
 Economic development
 Improving internet
 Missing persons
 Community improvements



Local: 

TOPIC 

SEVERE WEATHER

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)

Date: Various 

Time: Various  

Duration: Various   

Detailed Description: The first quarter of the year brought multiple threats for tornadoes with many not 
developing but some doing just there. The area also had about a week of icy roads because of a winter 
storm. Here are some of the stories concerning this subject:

1/25 A tornado touched down east of Louisville, and most of the area was under a tornado watch 
during the evening.

2/15 A winter storm left roads across North Mississippi icy, making travel difficult and causing power 
outages for nearly a week in some areas.

2/22 The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency said at least five counties locally reported 
damage from the recent winter storm.

2/24 State coronavirus vaccination sites are extra busy because last week’s winter storm forced 
vaccination appointments to be rescheduled to this week.

2/25 The winter storm that left people without heat in Texas prompted the Mississippi Public Service 
Commission to review local utilities to make sure that does not happen here.

2/26 Flooding in the Big Creek area of Calhoun County prevented some children from going to school.

3/16 Tupelo Mayor Jason Shelton said the city is ready for the severe storms expected to come 
through the area on Wednesday.

3/17      Federal forecasters placed the area under a very high risk of tornadoes, prompting the 
interruption of regular programming to track potential tornadoes. Only three minimal tornadoes 
touched down.

3/25 A tornado touched down in Noxubee County, but the area overall avoided another major threat 
of severe weather that was expected.

3/29 Weekend storms left behind tree and building damage in ten local counties in the area, 
including to a city soccer complex in Tupelo.

3/31 A tornado touched down in Vardaman causing damage to the school, and another tornado 
touched down in the Hatley area causing damage to homes and trees.



TOPIC  

PUBLIC HEALTH

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA) 

Date: Various  

Time: Various   

Duration: Various    

Detailed Description: While much of the focus has been on the coronavirus, other efforts have been 
made to address other issues involving public health. That includes this year’s start of the medical 
marijuana program in Mississippi. Here are some of the stories concerning this subject:

1/26 The Mississippi State Department of Health is giving out free radon test kits at local libraries, 
including the one in Tupelo.

2/3 The State Board of Health approved objectives and a timeline for Mississippi’s new medical 
marijuana program.

2/5 The Mississippi House passed a bill that would ease restrictions to allow nurse practitioners to 
provide care without being in contact with a physician.

TOPIC 

EDUCATION

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)  

Date: Various 

Time: Various  

Duration: Various   

Detailed Description: From personnel changes to pay raises, there were developments during the first 
quarter involving efforts to improve local education. Here is a sampling of stories on this topic:

1/26 Itawamba Community College became the first in the state to offer a program that gives those 
who complete it a fast track to the Mississippi Highway Patrol trooper candidate school.

3/11 The Oxford School Board named Oxford High School principal Bradley Roberson the district’s 
new superintendent.

3/21 The Legislature sent Governor Tate Reeves a bill that would boost teacher pay by $1,000 and 
new teacher pay by $1,100.

3/23 The Starkville-Oktibbeha schools will offer a $4,000 incentive to hire and to keep teachers in 
hard to staff positions.



TOPIC 

CORONAVIRUS

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)

Date: Various 

Time: Various

Duration: Various   

Detailed Description: Going into 2021, the coronavirus clearly remained the most significant issue in our 
newscasts.  The focus, however, turned more toward people getting the vaccine in hopes of getting the 
area and the country back to normal sooner rather than later.  Here are some of the stories we aired 
concerning this subject:

1/5 The CEO and the chief medical officer at North Mississippi Health Services in Tupelo got the 
coronavirus vaccine, hoping that will encourage others to do the same.

1/7 Leaders at North Mississippi Medical Center in Tupelo said they are struggling because the 
hospital is slammed with patients suffering from the coronavirus.

1/8     Clay County supervisors voted to extend the current overnight curfew in hopes it will cut down 
on coronavirus cases.

1/11 North Mississippi Medical Center in Tupelo is using machines that look like they are out of 
science fiction movies to clean rooms where coronavirus patients have been in isolation.

1/12 Mississippi expanded eligibility for the coronavirus vaccine from those 75 and older to those 65 
and older.

1/12 Howard Davenport of Tupelo expressed frustration with the state’s phone line where people 
can call to get a coronavirus vaccine appointment.

1/12 A pharmacy in Walnut is one of the private businesses where people can go to get the 
coronavirus vaccine.

1/13 The first group of military veterans got the coronavirus vaccine at the Mississippi State Veterans 
Home in Oxford.

1/15 Governor Tate Reeves extended the state’s mask mandate for most Mississippi counties to 
February 3.

1/20 Some employees at the hospital in Tupelo got their second shot of the coronavirus vaccine.

1/27 Oxford aldermen reinstituted a mask mandate for outdoors if people can’t socially distance after 
multiple large gatherings on the Square.

1/28 Governor Tate Reeves said the state is expected to receive about 43,000 coronavirus doses next 
week, an increase of 6,000 doses.



1/28 Four state senators are not working at the Capitol in Jackson after testing positive for the 
coronavirus.

2/1 Two doctors in Tupelo are encouraging minorities to get the coronavirus vaccine, especially 
since vaccination rates among those groups are behind that of whites.

2/2 Governor Tate Reeves announced 30,000 new first-dose appointments to get the coronavirus 
vaccine.

2/3 Governor Tate Reeves announced he is extending the mask mandate for most Mississippi 
counties for another month.

2/3 Hundreds of families waited for hours for free food boxes during a giveaway by the Family 
Resource Center at the Tupelo Furniture Market.

2/5 Endville Bakery near Tupelo said it is closing since it has been struggling to stay open because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

2/8 State Health Officer Doctor Thomas Dobbs said 31 Walmarts will start offering the coronavirus 
vaccine starting tomorrow.

2/12 The Mississippi Minority Farmers Alliance and the Okolona schools handed out boxes of free 
food to families.

2/15 State health leaders confirmed Mississippi’s first case of the UK variant of the coronavirus.

2/24 Kroger started today offering coronavirus shots at its grocery stores in the area.

2/25 The Magnolia Independent Film Festival is usually held inside a Starkville theater, but this year it 
is being held outside with people staying in their cars to watch the featured films.

3/1 Governor Tate Reeves announced Mississippi will get 24,000 doses of the one-shot Johnson and 
Johnson vaccine.

3/1 Clay County supervisors lifted the overnight curfew they implemented to prevent crowds from 
gathering and spreading the coronavirus.

3/2 Governor Tate Reeves lifted the state’s mask mandates for counties that were under one.

3/3 North Mississippi Health Services and other businesses said they plan to keep their mask 
mandates in place even though the state lifted its mask mandate.

3/4 Mississippi will now offer the coronavirus vaccine to those 50 years old and higher.

3/4 Tupelo’s BancorpSouth Arena will hold a concert during the pandemic with 50 percent capacity 
and require the audience to wear masks.

3/10 Organizers of Tupelo’s Gumtree Arts Festival said they canceled this year’s event because of the 
coronavirus but plan to try again next year.



3/12 Alabama Governor Kay Ivey announced the state will expand coronavirus vaccinations on March 
22 to people 55 and older, people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and those who fall in 
the 1C category.

3/15 Governor Tate Reeves announced all Mississippians 16 and older will be eligible to get the 
coronavirus vaccine starting tomorrow.

3/15 Lowndes County supervisors vote to keep a mask mandate in place for those entering county-
owned buildings.

3/18 A new poll from Millsaps College and Chism Strategies said 55 percent of those asked believe 
the governor ended coronavirus restrictions way too soon.

3/18 CVS announced it will start giving the coronavirus vaccine at its store in Pontotoc on Sunday.

3/19      The Mississippi State Department of Health revealed the state has the first case of the South 
African variant of the coronavirus.

3/24 The state health department will rewrite a script for those who answer calls to schedule 
coronavirus vaccines after a scheduler told a caller there is no proof the Moderna vaccine works.

3/26 In-person visits are once again happening at a long-term care facility after the coronavirus 
stopped such visits last year.

3/26 The state revealed 1.1 million coronavirus vaccines have been given and more than 426,000 
Mississippians are fully vaccinated from the virus.

3/29 Toyota is giving vaccines to the workers who want them at its manufacturing plant near Blue 
Springs.

3/29 The Mississippi State Department of Health is giving guidance to people wanting to attend 
church services again during the coronavirus pandemic.

3/30 Lee County Sheriff Jim Johnson said the Mississippi Department of Corrections is working on a 
plan to vaccinate state inmates in his custody from the coronavirus.

TOPIC 

CORONAVIRUS AND EDUCATION

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)

Date: Various 

Time: Various  

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: K-12 schools along with community colleges and universities adjusted to the new 
normal with the coronavirus. However, they too started turning their attention toward vaccinations. In 



other instances, people were reminded of how fatal this disease can be. The following is a sampling of 
stories we aired on this subject:

1/2 Classes resume tomorrow for the second half of the school year in the Tupelo schools, and 
administrators remind students they must wear a mask in class and on the bus.

1/7 The president of Blue Mountain College said students will return to campus January 12 for in-
person classes but with a smaller class size.

1/18 West Point High School band director Rickey Brown died from the coronavirus.

1/21 Students in Mississippi public schools will take state and federal assessments, but the state will 
not give schools and school districts a letter grade like usual.

1/26 East Mississippi Community College postponed the next three women’s basketball games 
because of coronavirus concerns in the program.

2/3 The director of the color guard in the band at Mississippi State University died from the 
coronavirus.

2/4 The Mississippi School for Math and Science is navigating the coronavirus pandemic which 
comes with some challenges since it is a residential high school.

2/8 The superintendent of schools in Nettleton said his district is doing much better after a mini-
coronavirus pandemic late last year.

2/23 Governor Tate Reeves announced teachers and first responders in Mississippi can start getting 
the coronavirus vaccine March 1.

2/24 Mississippi State opened its baseball season with 25 percent capacity at Dudy Noble Field and 
spectators required to wear masks.

2/25 The public schools in Tupelo have a shortage of substitute teachers, and the blame for it is on 
the pandemic.

3/2 Ole Miss announced it plans to hold in-person classes for the fall semester.

3/7 Mississippi State University announced it plans to hold in-person commencement ceremonies at 
Humphrey Coliseum this year during the pandemic.

3/15 Ole Miss canceled its baseball game Wednesday with Louisiana Tech because of a potential 
coronavirus case on the pitching staff.

3/18 The Ole Miss soccer team won’t play Middle Tennessee State this weekend due to coronavirus 
concerns among the Rebel players.

3/31 Mississippi State University will give the coronavirus vaccine to students, faculty and staff at 
Humphrey Coliseum.



TOPIC 

POLITICS

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)

Date: Various 

Time: Various  

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: The nation’s attention was clearly focused on the insurrections at the U.S. Capitol 
as well as the aftermath, but local politics gathered more attention later in the quarter since this is the 
year for most municipal elections in the area.  Below are some of the stories in this subject area:

1/5 Local Alabama Congressman Roger Aderholt said he will vote to challenge the 2020 presidential 
election during the effort to certify the outcome.

1/25 U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker announced he will not vote to impeach President Trump because of the 
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

2/8 Alabama U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby announced that he will not run for re-election in 2022.

2/23 Mark Fulco won the special election for Yalobusha County sheriff, which a judge ordered in two 
precincts since the 2019 elected ended with a razor-thin margin.

2/24 Six people filed to run in the special election for mayor of Aberdeen.

3/1 A judge ordered Aberdeen to again hold the election for Ward 1 alderman because of voting 
irregularities and fraud in last summer’s election.

3/16 Mississippi Secretary of State Michael Watson visited Winston County where he discussed how 
to prevent voter fraud.

3/30 Doug Stone and Charles Scott emerged from a recent special election to advance to a runoff for 
mayor of Aberdeen with the runoff taking place next week.

3/30 Former Columbus Mayor Jeffrey Rupp is unopposed in his bid to become an alderman in 
Starkville.

TOPIC  

PUBLIC WRONGDOING

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)  

Date: Various  

Time: Various   



Duration: Various  

Detailed Description: Some public employees were found to have committed a crime, mainly involving 
money, leading to arrests and penalties. However, there was one high-profile instance where police 
officers were criticized for how they handled a local businessman of color who was not involved in any 
wrongdoing. Here are some of the stories concerning that and other subjects under this topic:

2/1 Aberdeen Mayor Maurice Howard pleaded guilty to embezzlement and must resign less than a 
year after being re-elected for a second term.

3/1 State agents arrested former Houston Deputy City Clerk Kathy Smith and accused her of stealing 
money paid for fines in municipal court.

3/10 State investigators arrested Calhoun City Police Chief Latana Williams and accused her of 
submitting timecards claiming she was on her government job when she was not.

3/10 The state auditor’s office arrested Polly Tutor and said she made illegal purchases with the debit 
card of the Itawamba County Soil and Conservation District.

3/12 The FBI arrested former Booneville Police Officer Dustin Rambo after accusing him of arresting a 
woman who thought she was under arrest and sexually assaulting her.

3/17 Tupelo Mayor Jason Shelton apologized for police holding businessman Wesley Wells to see if 
he was involved in a shoplifting. The city suspended two officers, counseled a third and ordered more 
training for all three.

3/19 Law enforcement arrested the soccer coach at Mooreville High School and charged him with 
enticement of a minor and dissemination of sexual material to someone under 18.

3/22 The city of Tupelo released the police bodycam video of officers putting handcuffs on 
businessman Wesley Wells in connection with a shoplifting at the Mall at Barnes Crossing.

 

TOPIC 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Program Title:  WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)

Date: Various 

Time: Various 

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: This was not a quarter with significant news on this subject, but one of the stories 
received plenty of attention because of its significance in the area for being a major employer. The 
following consists of a few stories involving businesses and communities locally in the economic realm:

1/28 Chickasaw County leaders are creating a plant with an economic development group from the 
McClain Institute at Ole Miss aimed at helping local businesses during the pandemic.



2/3 The Mississippi Development Authority named Starkville a Certified Retirement City, which helps 
the city promote itself to retirees across the country looking to relocate.

2/22 Goodyear bought Cooper Tire for nearly $3 billion, meaning one of the largest employers in the 
area will soon change hands.

TOPIC 

IMPROVING INTERNET

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)

Date: Various 

Time: Various 

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: The coronavirus pandemic really brought to light the lack of broadband internet in 
rural parts of the region.  Efforts are being made to boost that, but one regulator had questions about 
one of the options receiving federal money to boost that service. Here are just a couple of stories on the 
subject:

1/28 CSpire announced it will invest $1 billion to deploy 5G wireless technology and all-fiber gigabit 
broadband internet to more than 200,000 homes and businesses in Mississippi and Alabama.

2/1 State Public Service Commissioner Brandon Presley sent a letter to a satellite internet company 
questioning the need for customers to pay an upfront fee of $500.

TOPIC  

MISSING PERSONS

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA)  

Date: Various  

Time: Various  

Duration: Various  

Detailed Description: Law enforcement usually turns to us when help is needed to find someone 
reported missing by families. A couple of cases during the quarter included reward money being offered 
to help make the discovery. Here is a sampling of what we reported concerning this:

1/30 The family of Heather McCool is offering a $10,000 reward for information leading to her 
discovery since she has been missing from Winston County since December 6.

2/23 The family of Jessica Stacks of Union County is offering a $3,000 reward for information leading 
to her discovery since she disappeared New Year’s Day on the Tallahatchie River.



3/3 Police in Ecru asked the public’s help in finding Jose Nava, 21, who disappeared on Sunday.

3/30 The Tippah County Sheriff’s Department is asking for the public’s help in finding Johnny Lyles, 
40, of Walnut, who has not been seen since March 17.

TOPIC 

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS

Program Title: WTVA 9 News on WLOV (This program is produced for WLOV by WTVA under a JSSA) 

Date: Various 

Time: Various 

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: A couple of stories had to do with making travel easier and safer. A couple 
involved making changes with properties in hopes of turning unappealing areas into more desirable 
locations.  Here are four stories that help sum up what aired during this quarter:

1/15 Crews in Okolona started demolishing a few blocks of vacant homes that some said were 
eyesores.

2/2 Voters in Tupelo approved a seventh phase of the city’s Major Thoroughfare Program, which 
would include widening stretches of Eason Boulevard and Jackson Street.

2/23 The Mississippi Department of Transportation plans to add a center lane to the stretch of 
Highway 145 that goes from the Natchez Trace Parkway to Saltillo.

3/8 City leaders helped cut the ribbon on the Hancock Estates and King Pines communities, 76 new 
homes in Midtown Tupelo that replaced a rundown part of Midtown Tupelo.

National: 

TOPIC  

PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH ON COVID-19 RESPONSE

Date: 1/21

Time:  WLOV 1:48 pm – 2:09 pm

Duration:  21 minutes

Detailed Description:  President Joe Biden Jr. addressed the nation to give remarks on his 
administration's response to the Covid-19 pandemic. He introduced the Covid-19 team, the response 
team and Dr. Fauci, as the medical advisor. He unveiled a national strategy and took executive action to 
start the nation toward defeating the pandemic.



TOPIC  

SEVERE WEATHER COVERAGE

Date: 1/25

Time: WLOV 7:03 pm – 8:30 PM

Duration:  1 hour 27 minutes

Detailed Description: The WTVA Severe Weather Authority interrupted regular programming for the 
threat of damaging storms in Northeast Mississippi and Northwest Alabama. Much of the area was 
under a tornado watch. No tornado ever touched down, but multiple severe thunderstorm warnings 
were issued for parts of Attala, Winston and Pickens (Ala.) counties.

TOPIC  

WINTER STORM COVERAGE

Date: 2/15

Time: WLOV 9:01 am, 10:04 am, 11 am, 1:01 pm

Duration: 4 minutes, 13 minutes, 15 minutes, 9 minutes

Detailed Description:  A winter storm hit Northeast Mississippi making the roads slippery and severely 
limiting travel. The WTVA Severe Weather Authority alerted people to the dangers with ice on the 
roadways.

TOPIC  

SEVERE WEATHER COVERAGE

Date: 2/28

Time:  WLOV 8:18 pm

Duration: 48 minutes

Detailed Description: A tornado watch was issued for counties near the Tennessee line.  However, a 
couple of severe thunderstorm warnings were issued, and eventually, there were reports of wind 
damage in Belmont. The WTVA Severe Weather Authority interrupted programming to alert viewers to 
the threat.

TOPIC  

PRESIDENT BIDEN ADDRESSES THE NATION



Date: 3/11

Time: WLOV 7 pm

Duration: 27 minutes

Detailed Description:  President Joe Biden marked a year since the beginning of the coronavirus 
"shutdown" with a prime-time speech Thursday night where he announced he would direct states to 
make all adult Americans eligible to get vaccinated by May 1. He also predicted a possible return to 
some semblance of normalcy by the Fourth of July and detailed several more measures aimed at 
speeding up vaccinations across the country.

TOPIC  

SEVERE WEATHER COVERAGE

Date:  3/17

Time: WLOV 1 pm, 1:30 pm, 2 pm, 2:30 pm, 3 pm, 3:19 pm, 5:50 pm, 7:30 pm

Duration:  6 minutes, 5 minutes, 6 minutes, 5 minutes, 6 minutes, 41 minutes, 1 hour 10 minutes, 1 hour

Detailed Description: The Storm Prediction Center put the area under a high risk for severe storms. 
Much of the area ended up under a tornado watch. The WTVA Severe Weather Authority had updates 
during the afternoon. A handful of tornado warnings were issued, but in the end, only three minimal 
tornadoes touched down during this threat causing minor damage to trees and to property.

TOPIC  

SEVERE WEATHER COVERAGE

Date: 3/25 

Time: WLOV 9:35 am, 1:34 pm, 2:51 pm, 3:23 pm

Duration: 25 minutes, 38 minutes, 7 minutes, 3 minutes

Detailed Description:  The Storm Prediction Center issued a high risk for severe storms across much of 
the area.  However, the only counties ever placed under a tornado warning were Noxubee and Pickens, 
Alabama. Choctaw, Winston and Lowndes counties went under a severe thunderstorm warning during 
the threat.

TOPIC  

SEVERE WEATHER COVERAGE

Date: 3/27-3/28



Time: WLOV 10:36 pm, 11:59 pm

Duration:  1 hour 16 minutes, 3 hours 5 minutes

Detailed Description: During the overnight hours, tornado warnings were issued for 12 counties in our 
viewing area. Only one resulted in a touchdown. Severe thunderstorms left behind tree and building 
damage in ten local counties in the area, including to a city soccer complex in Tupelo.

TOPIC   

SEVERE WEATHER COVERAGE

Date: 3/30-3/31

Time: WLOV 12:18 am

Duration:  2 hours 46 minutes

Detailed Description: A severe weather threat developed overnight that led to two tornadoes 
developing. One touched down in Vardaman causing damage to the school. A slightly stronger tornado 
touched down in the Hatley area of Monroe County leaving behind damaged homes and snapped trees. 
That was followed by flash flood warnings in multiple counties, including Monroe and Calhoun.

 


