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 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  
 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  
responded to by KBSI-TV, Cape Girardeau, Mo., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 
 

January 1, 2021 through March 31, 2021 

 
The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
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KBSI-TV 1ST QUARTER 2021 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 
 

 

ISSUE:  CRIME & VIOLENCE 

 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 23/9:32pm 
Length:  32 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Following the second mass shooting incident in a week, one local police officer is 
volunteering his time to help churches and businesses better prepare for an active shooter 
situation.  Corey Sisk, Portageville School Resource Officer, has decided to expand his training 
beyond the school district.  Sisk says its his job to help any way he can by offering training, so 
that others will know what to do during an emergency.  Officer Sisk, encourages everyone to 
have a plan in case they face an active shooter situation. 
 

 

ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 3/9:04pm 
Length:  54 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  With the start of a new year, many gyms are hoping to see people returning to 
exercise.  Christine Jaegers, health and fitness professional at the Osage Center, in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., says it’s important to stay engaged and motivated to work out; plus be sure that 
you are eating well.  She says diet is about 70% of staying fit.  You can do cardio all day; but if 
you don’t watch what you eat, you can’t outrun a bad diet.  Jaegers adds that many gyms offer 
personal training and group fitness, and to ask around to find the gym that’s best for you. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 4/9:01pm 
Length:  48 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Shawnee Community College, in Ullin, Il., announced it is offering free Covid-19 
testing for students and local residents.  Medical experts say that rural communities are more 
vulnerable due to fewer medical resources.  The college is offering testing to help fil that void in 
Southern Illinois.  Dr. Kristin Shelby, Dean of Academic Affairs, believes more tests are needed 
following the holiday season.  She says that since the college is centrally located in southern 
Illinois, it was important to offer testing for the community at large.  The college is offering 
testing through a partnership with the Southern Seven Health Department.  
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  cont. 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 9/5:02am 
Length:  6:43 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Randy Morris, Cape Girardeau Interim Fire Chief, to discuss the fire 
department’s partnership with the St. Francis Medical Center to offer the Pulse Point App in the 
Cape Girardeau area.  According to Chief Morris, whenever there is a medical emergency 
involving a cardiac arrest, the app will send out an alert so that nearby CPR-trained individuals 
can assist until the ambulance arrives.  This is a service that has already been used in larger 
communities, and is now being introduced to Cape Girardeau.  Chief Morris also gives 
information on how viewers can get CPR training, as well as how to download the app.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 11/9:24pm 
Length:  41 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description: Local health officials are doing what they can to move through Phase 1A of the 
Covid-19 vaccinations, while making sure it gets to everyone.  The Cape Girardeau County 
Health Department has released a survey to collect information on the people who would like to 
get the vaccine before the next phase.  Health educator, Marin Davis, says they created the survey 
to insure all individuals can get a vaccine.  Davis says they wanted to reach out to health care 
workers and high risk persons; but also anyone in general who wants the vaccine.  She adds that 
they don’t know when, or how much, they will receive the next batch of vaccine. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 18/9:03pm 
Length:  45 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The Cape Girardeau County Health Department has begun its Phase 1 in issuing 
Covid-19 vaccinations, and Park Pharmacy is helping by offering a clinic to give the vaccines.  
Co-owner Lee Schlitt says they expect to give 600 vaccinations tomorrow to adults 65 and older, 
people with health issues, as well as health care and emergency medical personnel.  Schlitt says 
he and his staff are looking forward to getting back to a normal life.  He adds that all 
vaccinations are given by appointment, and everyone needs to return in twenty-one days for their 
second shot. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  cont. 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 21/9:04pm 
Length:  53 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Local health leaders are reacting to President Biden’s plan to fight the coronavirus. 
 Nathan Ryder, Outreach Coordinator Contact Tracer for the Southern Seven Health Department, 
says Biden’s plan of 100-million shots in 100 days could happen.  Ryder says that obviously the 
more people they can get vaccinated in the shortest amount of time would be best for our 
communities, Southern Illinois, and the nation as a whole.  The Southern Sever Health 
Department is joining many other health departments in taking appointments to give 
vaccinations.  If you want to find out more about how you can get vaccinated, contact your local 
health department to set up an appointment.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 1/9:04pm 
Length:  45 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Hundreds of people got their first Covid-19 vaccinations today at the Show Me 
Center, in Cape Girardeau.  The Missouri National Guard assisted in the clinic.  Master Sergeant 
Kirstin Inwood says people who want to get vaccinated at the clinic must pre-register using the 
Vaccine Navigator, which will give the person information for the closest location; and once 
they’ve gotten their first shot, it will automatically schedule them for the second shot.  A similar 
clinic is being held in Arnold, Mo., today and tomorrow. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 4/9:03pm 
Length:  48 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The Pemiscot County Health Department were happy to receive five-hundred doses 
of the one-dose Johnson and Johnson vaccine.  Gerri Smith, administrator of the Pemiscot 
County Health Center, says the J&J vaccines make it easier to host their first clinic on March 
15th.  She says because Pemiscot is a small rural county, they have been overwhelmed with only 
two nurses; but the one-dose vaccine will make it easier.  Smith adds that they have managed to 
hire a couple of extra contracted nurses, which has also been a great help.  The Health Center is 
scheduling appointments for the March 15th clinic.  If you quality, you are urged to call to set up 
an appointment. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  cont. 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 8/9:04pm 
Length:  59 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The mask mandate has been lifted in Cape Girardeau County; but that doesn’t mean 
that you can go everywhere without a mask.  Cape Girardeau Public Health Director Jane 
Wernsman says face coverings are still recommended, and that some businesses may still require 
patrons to wear a mask.  She also recommends that if you plan to travel outside of the county, 
you should be aware if these areas have mask requirements.  Wernsman also says that while the 
county has lifted the mandate, doesn’t mean that we are free from the virus. 
 
 

ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 15/9:07pm 
Length:  35 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Now that frigid winter temperatures have arrived, fire officials want to warn 
viewers to the dangers of space heaters.  Greg Hecht, Fire Marshall for the Cape Girardeau Fire 
Department, says it’s important to be aware of the electric current that can come through a space 
heater.  He says that if the wiring becomes overheated, it can potentially cause a fire.  If you use 
an extension cord, make sure it is appropriate for the heater’s amperage.  Hecht also reminds 
viewers to keep plenty of distance between the heater and any flammable items, such as fabrics 
or paper; and don’t leave your heater running unsupervised. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 29/9:05pm 
Length:  42 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Last year, because of Covid-19, trips to the public pool became less common; but 
this year, it’s expected you can take a swim with less worry.  However, Shane Anderson, Director 
of Parks and Recreation in Jackson, Mo., says people should be prepared to follow the same 
guidelines as last year, such as social distancing and keeping hands and equipment clean.  He 
says they’ll have lines and hashmarks where to stand around the pool and concession stands.  
They expect to continue the same practices as last year at the start of the summer and possibly 
through the rest of the season depending on circumstances.  Anderson adds that the Jackson City 
Pool will open in May. 
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ISSUE:  SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 9/5:10am 
Length:  7:57 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Ryan Essex, Chief Operating Officer for the Gibson Recovery 
Center.  Mr. Essex discusses how they have seen an increase of people who are having mental 
health issues caused by the stress resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic and the upcoming 
elections.  He says their group has joined with the state of Missouri as part of a program that will 
allow them to provide free, confidential counseling and referral to individuals who are having 
difficulty coping.  Mr. Essex also mentions that they have seen an increase in the number of 
people suffering drug overdoses.  Mr. Essex also offers information on how viewers can contact 
them for help or more information. 

 

 

ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 11/9:02pm 
Length:  51 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The Community Partnership of Southeast Missouri is continuing to make progress 
on its new facility.  Executive director, Melissa Stickel, says crews have made a lot of progress 
with drywall, electrical and more as offices begin to take shape.  The facility will be used to 
provide homeless individuals with showers, laundry facilities and movement into permanent 
housing, as well as other services.  Stickel says the new facility will help them serve more clients 
in an efficient manner, as well as being able to increase the services provided.  Renovation is 
expected to be complete by April, and after moving in, they hope to be open by June.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 12/9:04pm 
Length:  51 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The SEMO Food Bank just closed out its most challenging year they ever faced.  
Chief Advancement Officer, Lisa Church, says they’ve had an increased number of people who 
needed food assistance, at a time when groceries were sometimes hard to find.  In 2020, the food 
bank distributed over 16-million pounds of food, an increase of 3-million pounds over the 
previous year.  Church adds that she can’t say enough good things about their staff.  They were 
able to distribute more food without making any changes in staff.  Plus the volunteer groups, like 
the National Guard, were phenomenal.  She expects that the need will stay relatively high during 
the winter months.  Church also adds that if anyone need food assistance, be sure to visit your 
local pantry; or to help you find the closest pantry, go on-line to semofoodbank.org. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS cont. 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 24/9:04pm 
Length:  42 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Tomorrow morning, Greenlight Dispensary, will open in Cape Girardeau, making it 
the first medical marijuana dispensary to open in southeast Missouri.  Today, employees checked 
off last minute items, labelled products and made sure everything is ready when they open their 
doors to customers.  CEO John Mueller says the Department of Health and Senior Services came 
in and gave the final blessing on the facilities, making sure they had all the necessary SOPs, and 
that security and everything else was in place to serve patients.  The dispensary has 20 employees 
and will be open seven days a week from 10:00am to 8:00pm. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 30/5:21am 
Length:  6:07 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Whitney Quick, Regional Director of the Better Business Bureau, to 
discuss the ways to avoid becoming a victim to on-line scams.  Mr. Quick notes that due to the 
pandemic, more people have been shopping on-line this year, and the result is that they have 
noticed an increase in cybercrime.  She says the best way to avoid being a victim is to do your 
research before submitting any personal data.  The most basic scam is the phishing e-mail that 
claims to be from a legitimate business, but potentially could expose your computer to malware.  
Also, if you click on an on-line ad, make sure it is legit; plus before entering a credit card 
number, be sure the website is secure be checking if it is preceded by “https.”  Ms. Quick also 
gives information on how you can report or investigate a possible scam. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 8/9:03pm 
Length:  39 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  With the threat of severe winter weather, there is also the potential for scattered 
power outages.  Angela Byford, administrative manager for the SEMO Electric Co-op, wants to 
remind viewers that it’s important to be prepared.  She suggests always having certain items 
available in case of emergency, such as a flashlight, water, extra cash and phone chargers.  
Byford adds that they are fully prepared to respond to any outages. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS cont. 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 8/9:04pm 
Length:  31 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Administrators from the Southern Seven Health Department have issued a warning 
concerning a Covid-19 vaccine scam.  They have heard from residents who have gotten 
unsolicited calls and texts promising a vaccine appointment for a price.  The health department 
reminds viewers that the best way to get vaccinated is to sign up with your local health 
department or contact a trusted local health care provider.  They add that some providers in the 
Southern Seven region may charge an administration fee of about $25. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 9/9:03pm 
Length:  38 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  With the cold winter weather that we’re experiencing, veterinarians say it’s 
important to bring in your pets or at least provide them with warm shelter.  Brian Heuring, 
veterinarian and owner of Cape Small Animal Clinic, says pet owners may assume the animals’ 
fur is enough to protect them; but that is not always the case.  Heuring says small animals, like 
kittens and puppies, just don’t have enough fur to keep themselves warm.  He adds that if you 
notice you pet is shivering, has discolored pays, or is acting lethargic, it’s best to seek medical 
attention immediately. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 8/9:05pm 
Length:  44 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The coronavirus pandemic created a boom in the gardening industry, as people 
stuck at home were looking for ways to spend their time.  The downside is that plant companies 
are now having difficulties keeping up with demand.  Joe Touchette, horticulturist at Plants Plus 
in Cape Girardeau, says many plant businesses grow young plants based on expectations; but 
weren’t prepared for the increase in demand.  The result is that plant stores are now running short 
of inventory; but they expect to have more flowers and plants within the next month. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS cont. 

 
Program:  SE Connect 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 13/5:15am 
Length:  11:56 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Amy Herrin and Karen Breeding regarding the Center for Speech 
and Hearing at Southeast Missouri State University.  The center is a training facility for students 
majoring in communication disorders and speech language pathology, while serving as a 
community help center for individuals who need help with communication difficulties.  The 
center offers help with areas ranging from hearing testing to speech difficulties.  One program is 
Virtual Cognitive Stimulation Therapy, funded by the Cape Girardeau Senior Services, which 
offers group sessions for senior citizens to help exercise their mental abilities.  They also discuss 
how the Covid-19 pandemic forced the center to begin offering services on-line, which has made 
it possible to provide more services for people in rural areas.  Information is given on how 
viewers can contact the center to learn more about the services it provides. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 26/9:05pm 
Length:  33 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Last year, Covid-19 forced many brides and grooms to postpone their big day to 
2021, which is now making it difficult to find a wedding venue.  Tia Rademaker, owner of 
Rusted Routes Farms, near Jackson, Mo., says they are already booked through 2021, and are 
about halfway booked for 2022.  She says it’s been very busy.  There are a lot of people who are 
wanting to get out an socialize, and finally able to give their vows with their loved ones.  
Rademaker also suggests that couples begin looking for available venues as soon as possible. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 
Program:  SE Connect 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 2/5:22am 
Length:  4:54 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Dan Presson, Director of Career Services at Southeast Missouri 
State University, to discuss how the job hiring market has changed due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, especially the growing importance of on-line presence.  Due to the pandemic, fewer 
job recruiters are relying on face-to-face interviews and networking when considering new hires. 
 Now more companies’ first step is to screen potential hires is to search for personal on-line 
content, such as Facebook or Instagram.  Mr. Presson advises anyone who is considering entering 
the job market to be extra careful on what they submit on-line.  He also gives helpful advice on 
the best way to present yourself during virtual job interviews.  Finally, he discusses “digital 
deadweight,” old, abandoned personal on-line accounts that potentially could be discovered by 
job recruiters.  His advice is to find and delete these old accounts to avoid any old and potentially 
embarrassing information interfering with getting a job. 
 
Program:  U.S. Farm Report 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, January 2-March 27/7:00am 
Length:  60:00 
Source:  Syndicated 
Description:  This weekly one-hour program provides information to farmers and others involved 
in agriculture and agribusiness.  The program features information concerning agriculture news 
and business, rural issues and the country lifestyle. 
 
Program:  Ag PhD 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, January 2-March 27/8:00am 
Length:  30:00 
Source:  Syndicated 
Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 
and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful.  Each week, the show offers 
information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 
and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  cont. 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 25/9:06pm 
Length:  1:45 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Cape Girardeau County has joined in a partnership with Perry County and the city 
of Cape Girardeau to investigate the possibility of bringing a new technical college to the area.  
Cape County Commissioner Clint Tracy says the count has pledged $10,000 to help fund a 
survey which will pinpoint the impact a technical college would have in southeast Missouri.  
Tracy says that the college would give high school graduates the chance to continue further their 
education with a two-year degree or perhaps fold that two-year education into Southeast Missouri 
State University’s current curriculum.  Tracy adds that the goal is to create more technical 
workers that hopefully would stay in the community, and add to the economic growth and 
development of the region.  Funding for the survey is still about $8,000 short of its goal.  After 
the final funds are raised, the survey should be underway in the next several months. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 30/5:02pm 
Length:  7:43 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with John Mehner, President of the Cape Girardeau Area Chamber of 
Commerce, to discuss the state of local business as 2020 comes to an end.  While some 
businesses continue to struggle since the Covid-19 pandemic began in March, several businesses 
have been able to adjust and even thrive, in spite of difficulties.  Mehner says that while the 
Chamber supported wearing masks and social distancing, its goal is to find ways to help 
businesses to continue being able to stay open and serve their customers, even as the virus started 
to surge again later in the year. 
 
Program:  SE Connect 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 27/5:15am 
Length:  11:15 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Andrew Chronister, Coordinator of the Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
Program at Southeast Missouri State University.  The program began four years ago, and covers 
areas such as basic drone operations, aerodynamics, sensor systems and regulatory laws 
concerning drones.  According to Mr. Chronister, the program covers more than just using drones 
for aerial photography; but also equipping drones with thermal or spectral imaging devices that 
can be used in areas such as engineering and agriculture.  Mr. Chronister provides video 
examples of some various imagining programs that can be achieved through the use of unmanned 
drones.  Information is given on how potential students can learn more about the program. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  cont. 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 6/5:02am 
Length:  8:29 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Ken Jackson, Aviation Director for Southeast Missouri State 
University, to discuss the creation of a new four-year professional pilot training program, 
beginning the fall of 2021.  Mr. Jackson cites studies by several aviation organizations which 
note the expected growth for the need of professional pilots; and the new university program is 
designed to help train new pilots to fill those jobs.  While students will spend time in the 
classroom, flight training will be handled by U.S. Aviation at the Cape Girardeau Regional 
Airport. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 10/9:06pm 
Length:  46 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The number of job fairs and job openings have begun to increase during the past 
couple of months.  June O’Dell, President of the Workforce Development Board of Southeast 
Missouri, says there are currently over five hundred jobs listed in the database, within a forty 
mile radius of Cape Girardeau.  O’Dell says as people get vaccinated and Covid numbers go 
down, she expects we’ll see more businesses, restaurants and tourist attractions to begin opening. 
 She also states that job centers have also reopened in Park Hills and Kennett, and anyone can 
come in or set up an appointment. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 15/9:04pm 
Length:  51 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Many cities across the country may lose their status as metropolitan areas, including 
the city of Cape Girardeau.  A new proposal would double the size of a population needed to be 
considered a metropolitan statistical area, from a minimum population of 50,000 people to 
100,000.  John Mehner, President of the Cape Girardeau Area Chamber of Commerce, says 
projects often look are areas with high population sizes, and the change may affect businesses 
locating in the area.  He says when a city is in an MSA, it may already be included on lists with 
demographic data which businesses may examine.  Mehner adds that the possible change is not 
yet final. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT cont. 

 

Program:  SE Connect 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 20/5:20am 
Length:  7:52 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Jakob Pallesen, Director of the Small Business Development Center, 
which offers no-cost support and programs to help small businesses in the Southeast Missouri 
area.  The center offers financial and marketing advice for individuals who are interested in 
starting a new business.  They are also able to provide marketing research data that typically is 
only available to larger businesses.  Contact information is given for anyone who wants to learn 
more about the center’s services. 

 

 

ISSUE:  RELIGION 
 

Program:  Living Hope 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, January 3-March 28/6:30am 
Length:  30:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A half-hour religious based weekly program, produced locally by the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 18/9:06pm 
Length:  32 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  In Sikeston, Mo., a local ministry has opened a soup kitchen, with the goal to offer 
a free meal to people in the community during the pandemic.  Louise White, pastor at New Hope 
Ministries, says that during these trying times, she wants to make sure everyone has food to eat.  
She says they’ve targeting the homeless, the elderly and disabled, as well as anyone who may 
have had a fire or disaster and are not able to cook for themselves.  White adds that the soup 
kitchen will be open Mondays through Fridays, from noon to 1:30pm, offering free meals to the 
public. 
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ISSUE:  RELIGION  cont. 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 16/9:04pm 
Length:  51 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Volunteers at Lighthouse United Church in Cape Girardeau, helped feed local 
families today, as part of their “Feed Our Kids” program.  The volunteers brought food bags to 
individual vehicles at the drive-thru event.  Each bag has enough food for three meals over seven 
days.  Executive pastor, Jackson Siples, says during a typical week, they serve between two 
hundred and four hundred families.  He says if you multiply that out for three meals a day over a 
week, they serve close to ten-thousand meals to children each week.  Distribution takes place 
each Tuesday from 3:00 to 6:00pm.  A parent or guardian needs to provide an child’s name to 
receive a bag. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 21/9:09pm 
Length:  1:10 
Source:  Local 
Description:  As people receive Covid-19 vaccinations, and with Easter arriving soon, some 
churches are beginning to relax restrictions on people attending church services.  On Tuesday, 
Edward Rice, Bishop of the Springfield-Cape Girardeau Diocese, issued a letter announcing the 
Catholic churches in Southern Missouri can return to in-person mass.  In his letter, Bishop Rice, 
recommended the use of masks; but social distancing will not be required if masks are worn, and 
not required by local ordinance.  Other churches are also preparing for Easter Sunday, such as 
Connection Point Church, in Jackson, Mo. Lead pastor, Chris Vaught, says they will combine 
virtual and in-person services, along with outside activities for families to socialize.  Pastor 
Vaught says they still encourage people to wear their masks and be respectful to others; but by 
using tents on the property, they will be able to space out people. 
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION  
 

Program:  Notre Dame Winter Extravaganza PSAs 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 17-27/various  
Length:  30 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI produced and aired PSAs promoting Notre Dame Regional High School’s 
Winter Extravaganza virtual fundraising event held January 30th. 
 
Program:  SE Connect 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 20/5:01am 
Length:  16:32 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A look at the adjustments made by the Southeast Missouri State University College 
of Education in adapting over the past year to prepare new teachers to enter the job market.  Dr. 
Jesslyn Holler, Assistant Dean of Educator Preparation, discusses how the importance of 
preparing new teachers has increased as many older teachers have retired early due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.  Dr. Julie Ray, Chairperson for the Department of Elementary Education, discusses 
how the university works with local school districts in giving student teachers the ability to gain 
experience in a real classroom; and student teacher Austin Borders talks about some of the 
experiences he has had being able to work with young students. 
 
Program:  Focus on Southeast 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 27/5:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Dr. Mike Godard, Provost for Southeast Missouri State University, 
who discusses several of the recent changes happening at the university, such as the new 
professional piloting program, cyber defense success and plans to return to pre-pandemic 
guidelines for classrooms in the fall of 2021. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 
 
 
Program:  Xploration Weird But True 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Fridays, January 1-March 26/7:00am 
Length:  30:00 
 
Program:  Xploration Outer Space 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, January 2-March 27/5:30am 
                                      Wednesdays, January 6-March 31/7:00am 
Length:  30:00 
 
Program:  Xploration DIY Sci 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, January 2-March 31/6:00am 
Length:  30:00 
 
Program:  Teen Kids News 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, January 3-March 28/5:30am 
Length:  30:00 
 
Program:  Wild America 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, January 3-March 28/6:00am 
Length:  30:00 
 
Program:  Xploration Life 2.0 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Mondays, January 4-March 29/7:00am 
Length:  30:00 
 
Program:  Xploration Nature Knows Best 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Tuesdays, January 5-March 30/7:00am 
Length:  30:00 
 
Program:  Xploration Awesome Planet 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Thursdays, January 7-March 25/7:00am 
Length:  30:00 
 
Description: These syndicated educational programs aired on KBSI during the first quarter of 
2021, targeting children ages 16 and under. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT 

 
Program:  SE Connect 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 2/5:14am 
Length:  5:49 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Dr. Jason Sides, Associate Professor of Political Science at 
Southeast Missouri State University, to discuss the upcoming national elections.  Dr. Sides 
discusses the controversy surrounding the issue of mail-in ballots, as well as how the elections 
may shape the control of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives. 
 
Program:  SE Connect 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 23/5:15am 
Length:  6:48 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Dr. Pam Parry, Professor for the Department of Mass Media at 
Southeast Missouri State University, to discuss the history of how the news media has covered 
the health of the president.  Along with President Trump’s recent bout of Covid-19, she provides 
stories and anecdotes concerning how presidents, including Cleveland, Eisenhower and Kennedy, 
sometimes downplayed or hid their health difficulties from the public. 
 
Program:  Full Measure with Sharyl Attkisson 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, January 3-February 21/9:00am 
Length:  30:00 
Source:  Syndicated 
Description: This weekly syndicated news program focuses on investigative, original and 
accountability reporting unique in today’s media.  The show format includes a major 
investigative piece each week.  Topics covered during the quarter include: election laws, big tech 
censorship, CDC investigation, transgender teens in high school sports, and rural hospitals. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
The following miscellaneous items aired on KBSI during the first quarter of 2021.  While not 
fitting into one of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service 
nature to the viewers. 
 
Program:  River Tales 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 6/5:22am 
Length:  5:57 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Jeanie Layton, Board Member of the Will Mayfield Heritage 
Foundation and volunteer for the Bollinger County Museum of Natural History, located in 
Marble Hill, Mo., which first opened in 2001.  Ms. Layton gives a brief history of the museum 
and gives a look at some of the exhibits.  The museum features a large number of fossils, some 
dating back several millions of years, including the only verified dinosaur remains ever found in 
the state of Missouri, discovered at a dig site near Glen Allen, Mo. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 6/5:12am 
Length:  7:34 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Penny Williams, Development Director for the Special Olympics of 
Southern Missouri, which serves 14 counties.  In February, the annual Polar Plunge was held, the 
largest fundraiser for the Special Olympics.  She discusses how the fundraisers go towards 
holding various competitions and tournaments, as well as paying for prizes and uniforms for the 
athletes.  Ms. Williams also recognizes members of local law enforcement for their help in 
volunteering and fundraising efforts.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 7/9:05pm 
Length:  55 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The Union County Museum, in Cobden, Il., has reopened after its winter break.  
The museum features a variety of exhibits, including Native American artifacts, local historic 
documents and much more.  President of the Union County Historical Society, Patrick Brumleve, 
says they have some new exhibits this year.  Brumleve added that they had a large number of 
people come in for their first weekend.  He also mentions that they have a shop where they sell 
collectables and glassware, which helps finance the museum.  If you would like to visit the 
museum, they are open on Saturdays and Sundays, 1:00pm to 5:00pm.  
 
 


