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WGFL QUARTERLY ISSUES 

     First Quarter 2020 

 

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with 

community members, it was determined that among the concerns of the 

Gainesville Community at-large were the following issues: 

  

     

    Crime 

Health 

    Environment 

    Education 

Consumer 

Business 

 

     

     

     

 

 

 

 



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs half hour weekly 

Airdate:   Saturdays, First Quarter 2020     

    January 1s t, 2020 through March 31st, 2020 

 Airtime:   Saturdays, 5:30am plus various other    

    available times throughout the quarter 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   This weekly program is a locally produced discussion  

    program concerning various issues in the community  

    and county.  It features people from our community who 

    are involved in bettering our lives and those who live  

    here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Community Public Affairs 

Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs 

Airdate:   Saturdays and Sundays, First Quarter 2020   

    January 1s t, 2020 through March 31st, 2020 

Airtime:   Saturdays 6:30am and Sundays 5:00am 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public affairs  

    program which covers a wide array of community  

    issues, including health, community events and   

    community programs benefitting our citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue: Environment/Crime/Politics/Education/Consumer              

Information/Consumer Safety/Health/Weather 

Program: CBS4 News  

Type of Program: Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:  Monday-Friday, First Quarter 2020    

             January 1s t, 2020 through March 31st, 2020 

Airtime:  6pm and 11pm 

Duration:  30 minutes 

Description:  See attached for details on specific issues covered  

   throughout the quarter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



Crime:  

3/23/20 

Gainesville, Fla. — According to the Alachua County Sheriff's Office, the Chief Judge has approved a 

request for immediate suspension of the weekend sentence program until further notice. This includes 

all current weekend sentences.  This would be a suspension and not an elimination of the jail sentence. 

The sentence must be completed after the lifting of the suspension.  

The individuals affected would remain on probation during this period. Alachua County Sheriff's Office 

encourages people to share this information, as they are trying to contact all that are impacted by this 

decision. 

All Alachua County courts are also suspended as of now through Friday. 

3/20/20 

Gainesville, Fla. — Officials from South Florida are reporting that some people are choosing to take 

advantage of the coronavirus pandemic by dressing up as health workers and robbing residents.  

While these reports are largely coming from South Florida, officials from North Central Florida are 

warning residents of the potential scam. Putnam County Sheriff's Office says that CDC health workers 

are not visiting homes door-to-door. 

In addition, CDC members will have proper identification on their person. Palatka Police Department 

says if someone shows up at your door in a white gown and mask, call 911 immediately.  

3/20/20 

Gainesville, Fla — In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, advocates are pushing for the rights of 

what some call an overlooked community. 

Former inmate Kevin Scott said he knows first hand the lack of medical care in prison.  

“I’ve been in prison, so I can’t imagine what this is like," Scott said. "It’s already medieval, so it’s no way 

they are approaching this properly." 

Scott said it’s already difficult for inmates to get proper healthcare, so with the rapid spread of COVID -

19, he’s advocating for early release on nonviolent prisoners. 

“I had a cyst on my brain and it took long just to get Excedrin,” said Scott.  

Mayor Poe also has concerns. He sent a letter to the Alachua County Sheriff’s Office saying, “if and when 

[the coronavirus] makes it’s way into the jail, incarcerated individuals cannot be afforded the social 

distance necessary to slow the novel coronavirus.” 



Chair of Alachua County Commission Robert Hutchinson said the police force and sheriff’s office have 

reduced the number of arrests. 

"The jail population is actually lower than it normally is; numbers are low," said Hutchinson. 

Hutchinson said people are directing their frustrations to the wrong people. Although other places in the 

U.S. have stated the sheriff’s office released prisoners, Hutchinson adds clarification.  

“Sheriff’s are releasing prisoners only with the consent of the judge or state attorney lowering charges 

or dropping charges," he said. 

The State Attorney released a statement in which he said he doesn’t have legal authority to release 

individuals incarcerated. He believes public safety matters, but people like Kevin said he hopes this 

terrible situation brings about a common humanity to our society. 

Health:  

3/22/20 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — CBS4 News blog with the latest confirmed coronavirus cases in our area.   12:00 

p.m. (March 23) 

Alachua County: 37 

Men: 16, women: 21; average age: 39; travel-related: 11, not travel-related: 8, travel unknown 18 

Clay County: 8 

Men: 4, women: 4; average age: 64; travel-related: 2, not travel-related: 6 

Marion County: 4 

Men: 1, women: 3; average age: 54; travel-related: 3, travel unknown: 1 

Putnam County: 2 

Men: 1, women: 1; average age: 74; travel-related: 1, not travel-related: 1 

Columbia County: 2 

Women: 2; average age 58; not travel-related: 2 

Bradford County: 1 

Men: 1; age: 69; not travel-related: 1 

Levy County: 0 

Total cases in Florida: 1,171 



Total cases in Florida residents: 1,096 

Total deaths: 14 

12:30 p.m. (March 22) 

Alachua County: 29 

Men: 13, women: 16; average age: 41; travel-related: 11, not travel-related: 8, travel unknown 10 

Clay County: 6 

Men: 3, women: 3; average age: 64; travel-related: 2, not travel-related: 4 

Marion County: 3 

Men: 1, women: 2; average age: 58; travel-related: 2, travel unknown: 1 

Putnam County: 1 

Men: 1; age: 67; travel-related: 1 

Columbia County: 1 

Women: 1; age 46; not travel related: 1 

Total cases in Florida: 830 

Total deaths: 13 

For more information, visit the interactive map created by the Florida Department of Health. 

3/23/20 

Gainesville, Fla. — All state parks in Florida have closed.  The state Department of Environmental 

Protection made the announcement late Sunday evening. DEP did not say how long the parks would be 

closed. 

Virus mutes happy hours in senior haven, but golf goes on 

3/22/20 

THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) — Up until a few days ago, residents of The Villages retirement community went 

about their busy lives filled with spirited happy hours and incessant socializing at what some dub 

"Disney World for adults." 

There were the hundreds of clubs to attend — French lessons, Carolina shag dancing, light-saber fencing 

— pickleball tournaments to play and Pilates classes to take at this Republ ican stronghold built on 

former cow pastures in central Florida. 



 

Even as many Americans isolated themselves against the coronavirus threat, residents of one of the 

largest concentrations of seniors in the U.S. at first blew off concerns, despite data show ing the elderly 

are particularly susceptible to serious symptoms from COVID-19. But their attitude shifted this week as 

President Donald Trump, who earlier had downplayed the coronavirus threat, gave warnings to avoid 

crowds of more than 10 people, some residents of The Villages say. 

Starting Tuesday, all regularly scheduled indoor activities at The Villages were canceled through the end 

of the month. Pool activities were called off, and the library and fitness clubs closed their doors. Perhaps 

most distressing for residents, outside gatherings of more than 50 people were outlawed, putting an 

end to the nightly happy hour drinking and dancing in the three town squares.  

On any given day, Spanish Springs town square would have restaurants bustling with diners at outdoor 

tables, drivers fighting over parking spots and residents listening to local bands play in the center 

gazebo. Not on Thursday. The green plastic chairs used for concerts were stacked up around the gazebo, 

many restaurants were closed and only a handful of shops were open in the Spanish colonial themed 

square. 

ENVIRONMENT: 

3/21/2020 

Marion County, Fla. — The Florida Department of Health in Marion County has issued a rabies alert for 

the area within the following boundaries:   

Northwest Highway 320 to the north 

West Highway 326 to the south 

Interstate 75 to the east 

County Road 335 to the west 

The alert comes after a bobcat and raccoon tested positive for rabies. 

Residents should avoid contact with free roaming domestic animals or any wild animals. 

Officials suggest not leaving pet food outside and securing outside garbage in covered containers to 

avoid attracting wild animals. 

Pet owners should also ensure animals have current rabies vaccinations. 

If you or your pet have been bitten or scratched by a wild or domestic animal, seek immediate medical 

attention. 

For more information on rabies, visit Florida Department of Health. 



Starbucks closing all stores, moving to drive-through and delivery service only 

3/21/20 

Starbucks announced on Friday that the chain would be closing all stores for two weeks and limiting 

service to drive-thru and delivery only. 

These changes apply to all company-operated stores in the United States and Canada. 

The chain says that all store partners will be sill paid for the next month, even if employees choose to 

stay home. 

The company has gone the extra mile for their employees by giving them the option to use out-of-

network healthcare providers and 20 days of backup child care. 

The chain is also offering six free counseling sessions for employees and their household members, 

citing 'challenging times.' 

3/20/2020 

Gainesville, Fla. — According to the Florida Forest Service, the state of Florida faces high susceptibility to 

fires due to dry conditions. 

According to FFS meteorologist Bryan Williams, drought-like conditions are highly likely to develop in 

parts of the state by the end of March. 

Most of the state has received less than a quarter of the 30-year average for rainfall, and long-term 

models show no more than 0.4 inches of rain is expected for the remainder of the month.  

Less rain means more fires, or at least an elevated risk. Waccasassa Forestry Center is urging citizens to 

be careful with outdoor activities to held prevent potential forest fires.  

EDUCATION:  

Gainesville, Fla. — More than 1,400 grab-and-go lunches will be available to school-aged children every 

day of spring break starting on Monday. 

The lunches will be available from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or until the meals are gone. Parents are asked to 

bring their children to get the meals. They can drive or walk up, but are asked to follow social distancing 

and not remain at the distribution sites, which are: 

In the Gainesville area: 

Buchholz High School ? 5510 NW 27th Ave. 

Cone Park Branch Library ? 2801 E University Ave. 

Greater Bethel AME Church ? 701 SE 43rd St. 



Library Partnership ? 912 NE 16th Ave. 

Mt. Carmel Baptist Church ? 2505 NE 8th Ave. 

Springhill Church ? 120 SE Williston Rd. 

SWAG Center ? 807 SW 64th Terr. 

Upper Room Ministries ? 3575 NE 15th St. 

*Lunches will also be distributed by the Gainesville Police Department at the community centers in the 

Phoenix and Pine Ridge Areas. 

3/18/20 

Gainesville, Fla. — Alachua County Public Schools has announced a collaborative effort to feed 

schoolchildren during the upcoming week of spring break. 

The federal government announced that districts would not be allowed to provide meals for 

schoolchildren during spring break, as they were not anticipating the need for meals at that time. 

However, with the developments of the coronavirus, the district believes that many children will still 

need food. 

As a result of the regulations, ACPS is teaming up with various community groups and representatives 

from local restaurants and other businesses to fill that gap. 

Campus USA Credit Union has volunteered to cover the cost of the majority of the student meals for the 

week. Gator’s Dockside, MiApa Latin Café and Gator BTW have volunteered to donate the remainder of 

the meals, as well as provide delivery for the free grab-and-go lunches each day of spring break for the 

children of Alachua County. 

ACPS is still conferring with the restaurants on where pick-up locations will be located during the break. 

Anyone who wishes to donate nonperishable food can do so to the following locations: 

Junior League: 430 North Main Street; Monday, Wednesday and Friday from March 23 to April 3, 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4 to 6. 

Catholic Charities: 1701 NE 9th Street; Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

SWAG Community Center: 807 SW 64th Terrace, Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday 9 a.m. to 1 

p.m. 

United Way of North Central Florida: 6031 NW 1st Place; Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

 



3/17/20 

The Florida Department of Education announced Tuesday that all public and private K-12 schools in 

Florida will remain closed through April 15. 

“The containment of COVID-19 is essential, and this is not a decision we made lightly. Districts have 

taken action and have instituted distance learning as a necessary precaution to protect students, 

educators, families, and Florida’s overall public health,” Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran 

said. “We are working with our local school districts to provide guidance and help children who need 

access to food during this time. Our number one priority is keeping our families safe and healthy and 

stopping the spread of this virus. These actions will help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in Florida. I will 

continue to work with the Governor, Superintendents, Florida College System and the State University 

System to do whatever we can to protect our children, our families, and our communities.”  

According to the Florida Department of Education, for the next 120 days, exam fees for teacher 

certification-related examinations will be waived, and test-takers who were unable to take an exam due 

to test site locations closing will be granted an extension to meet these requirements.  

All school readiness, voluntary prekindergarten, K-12, career and technical centers and state college 

programs will "receive their full allocation of funding, and therefore staff and contractors can be paid 

fully, through June 30 as though there was no disruption in education," the Florida Department of 

Education said. All public and private university and college campuses are closed for the remainder of 

the spring semester. 

The Florida Department of Education says all colleges and universities should be prepared to  extend 

their educational calendars through June 30 to the extent feasible and necessary. 

Consumer: 

3/20/20 

TJ Maxx and HomeGoods are temporarily closing all stores to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Ernie Herrman, CEO and President of the TJX Companies, made the announcement in a statement. As of 

March 19, all stores in the globally US, Canada, Europe and Australia will be closed temporarily for the 

next two weeks. 

In addition, the company is closing online businesses, as well as its distribution and ful fillment centers 

and offices. 

"Our hearts are with people around the world who have been affected by the COVID-19 outbreak," said 

Herrman. 

Herrman says the company will pay all store, distribution and office associates for two weeks during 

these closures. 



To view the statement and the list of TJX stores, click here. 

Online resources can help you stay healthy at home 

3/19/10 

Gyms are closing around the country in efforts to prevent the spread of the Cornovirus.  

but there are still plenty of ways to stay active and healthy at home. 

Certified Personal Trainer Rachel Bennett says staying active 

is one of the best things you can do for your immune system. 

Bennett has provided her clients with specialized workouts they can do at home.  

Bennett says there are plenty of free online resources that provide workouts and tips on how to stay 

active. 

"Lucky for us a lot of this technology already existed and now we can just use it in more creative ways  

to kinda get us over or through this current crisis," said Bennett.  

For more information on personalized at home workouts 

You can go to swampfitness.com 

24-hour Walgreens stores changing hours, will now close at 9 pm 

3/19/20 

Walgreens stores are changing their store hours in response to the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. 

The company announced most stores will now be open from 9 a.m. through 9 p.m., including 24-hour 

stores. The changes began on Thursday, March 19. 

The pharmacy drive-thru is staying open for 24 hours for prescription pickup. Walgreens says other 

select products will also be available through the drive-thru. 

“By operating with reduced hours, our stores will be able to spend the necessary time, while closed, 

cleaning, sanitizing and stocking shelves each day. We’re also adjusting our hours to help te am members 

and customers feel comfortable and safe to shop our store during this time,” said President Richard 

Ashworth. “We’re continuing to work around the clock to everything we can to ensure our customers 

have access to the care, products and services they need.” 

Walgreens urges customers to use the store locator for information on the stores that are already open 

shorter than 12 hours a day. 



The company says cleaning will continue during operating hours, and associates will keep their current 

shifts as workers continue to stock shelves and make products available.  

Business: 

3/19/20 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — The American Hotel and Lodging Association (AHLA) said the Coronavirus is already 

having a dramatic impact on Florida's tourism industry. The group reports 88,631 direct hotel -related 

jobs lost and 305,146 supporting positions lost. 

“In Florida I have experienced firsthand a 20% cut in my pay through at least June," said hotel worker Ali 

Collins. 

The AHLA President said this is the single largest decline in travel in modern times.  

“The impact to our industry is already more severe than anything we’ve seen before, including 

September 11th and the great recession of 2008 combined,” stated Rogers. “The White House and 

Congress can take urgent action to protect countless jobs, provide relief to our dedicated and 

hardworking employees, and ensure that our small business operators and franchise owners – who 

represent more than half of hotels in the country – can keep their doors open.” 

Floridians whose jobs are negatively impacted by COVID-19 could receive compensation 

3/18/20 

Alachua County, Fla. — According to Mark Sexton, communications and legislative affairs director for 

Alachua County, Floridians whose jobs have been negatively impacted due to the coronavirus could 

receive compensation in the form of Reemployment Assistance. 

Individuals who may be eligible for Reemployment Assistance may include: 

Those who are quarantined by a medical professional or a government agency, 

Those who are laid off or sent home without pay for an extended period by their employer due to 

COVID-19 concerns, or 

Those who are caring for an immediate family member who is diagnosed with COVID-19. 

Those who are continuing to receive money via paid leave will not be eligible. 

Ocala-based company's drug could potentially be a treatment for the coronavirus 

3/18/20 

An Ocala based company's drug will be tested as possible Coronavirus treatment.  



“You don’t catch the virus and early onset therapeutic value we believe we can play a big role in slowing 

the spread of the disease, according to AIM Immunotech's, CEO Tom Equels.  

Equels has been working closely with Japan’s National Institute of Infectious disease to control what he 

calls a plague on our society. 

“We’ve had prior experience with them in our drug Ampligen in testing related to influenza strains", said 

Equels. 

He said they were able to obtain samples of the virus and compare it to SARS and found they were very 

similar. 

That being the case they believe Ampligen could work the same way against COVID-19 as a preventive 

treatment or used at the earliest onset of symptoms. 

He said those most at risk are those who work directly with patients. “If your frontline workers get si ck 

you don’t have the ability to treat these patients," he said.  

He believes their needs to be a treatment that you apply quickly to keep people out of the hospital and 

reduce the number of people spreading the disease. 

"That discourages people from going for testing now that means you got someone who can be 

spreading the disease, he said. 

Equels said this is a process and everyone is working as fast as they can. Experiments will be conducted 

at Japan’s National Institute of Infectious disease and the Un iversity of Tokyo to test Ampligen to see if it 

has an effect in killing the virus. 

In the meantime he encourages everyone to take this very serious. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Public Service Announcement List First Quarter 2020 

 
 
Poison Control – Poison Helpline - PSA that encourages people to call the Poison Control 
helpline for any questions or issues with mixing medications, swallowing household cleaners, 
paint or mushrooms, or being bit by a bug, snake or spider.  The helpline is there for any home, 
work or outdoor questions and is staffed by medical professionals. 
 
Homeland Security – Protect Your Everyday – This PSA shows Americans from every walk 
of life just doing what they do each and every day. It talks about how sometimes something 
might happen that does not seem quite right, that it is not paranoia, it is about standing up and 
protecting our community. All the details add up to make a bigger picture. It encourages 
viewers, if they see something, to say something. 

National Parks Foundation – Parks – A visually exciting PSA showing how our National Parks 
are everything from natural wonders to historical wonders. Encourages viewers to, get out there, 
and find your park. 
 
Arbor Day Foundation- Replanting Trees- PSA designed to educate on the importance of 
continuing to plant trees.  This is essential to the well- being of our planet. 
 
Foundation for a Better Life – values.com – A series of kid friendly PSA’s which encourage 
viewers to respect one another and the world around us. 
 

-Everything I Do - “Everything I do, I do it for you.” That enduring lyric performed by 
Bryan Adams has inspired millions around the world. It holds a message of compassion, 
commitment…and caring. Enjoy the range of tender and inspiring moments depicted in 
our newest video—from firemen rescuing a small child to a mother moving heaven and 
earth just to get everyone off to school.  The hope is, in some small way that watching 
this message will help you recognize your own caring nature and “pass it on”!  

-Oliver With a Twist - British orphan Oliver Twist always seems to find a way into our 
hearts. For this TV commercial, we add our own spin to the famous scene in Oliver ’s 
story when he asks for more food at the orphanage. This tale takes on a twist of fate by 
way of practicing good manners!  
 
-Ballet - There is a special something about successful people. Even when they fail there 
is an inner strength that keeps them moving forward. Popular books share insights and 
often delve deep to explain this phenomenon with sports legends, business executives, 
scientists, inventors, educators and artists.  We think you will enjoy a charming but 
instructional moment in a young ballerina’s life with Justin Bieber’s” Born to Be 
Somebody.” This young girl reminds us that underlying every accomplishment in the 
face of opposition is the all-important trait of Confidence… Pass It On. 
 

 
Southeastern Guide Dogs- Jackie and Gibson- PSA that introduces future guide dogs as 

puppies.  Tells the viewer how these dogs help give freedom, confidence, and independence to 

those who need help. 



Southeastern Guide Dogs- Puppies with a Purpose- PSA that introduces future guide dogs 

as puppies.  Tells the viewer how these dogs help deliver freedom, confidence, and 

independence to those who need help. 

Salute America’s Heroes- Bet on a Vet- This PSA campaign urges employers everywhere to 

Bet on a Vet by hiring a veteran into their workplace.  Campaign sponsored by The Coalition to 

Salute America’s Heroes.   

National Volunteer Fire Council- Make Me a Firefighter-   With 87% of U.S. communities 

protected by volunteer firefighters, raising awareness of the need for volunteer fire service 

personnel is critical to ensuring public safety. The NVFC is asking for your support by airing 

these PSAs to help get the word out about this need. The PSAs end with a call-to-action to visit 

www.MakeMeAFirefighter.org, where viewers can learn more, find local volunteer opportunities, 

and connect directly with their respective local fire department. 

World Wildlife Federation- Anything is Possible and Protect Our Earth- There are 

environmental issues that impact our planet.  The only way we can spark change is to work 

together and truly make a difference.  This PSA shows a beautiful array of animals to help 

educate on conservation efforts.   

Make the Connection- US Department of Veterans- Strength over Silence- PSA designed 

to educate Veterans to reach out for mental health support.  Reaching out is a strength not a 

weakness.  There is help for our Vets. 

Partnership for Drug- Free Kids Campaign- A series of PSAs to help understand the signs of 

drug use/abuse and he help that is available for those who need it. 

-Heroin- Parents realize that their daughter has gone much further with drug 

experimentation then they ever imagined. 

-Mind Your Meds- Make sure that the meds prescribed to you are being safeguarded 

against abuse. 

-Pain Killers- Shows the importance of understanding the meds that you are taking. 

-Opiates- A very big problem is the abundance of Opiates and how readily available they 

are. 

-Susan- A mother opens up about her child’s drug problem. 

Narcanon- Addiction - While many people are affected by alcohol abuse, most don’t know 

where to turn for help. This PSA lets people know that there is help for those in our community 

who feel like they have no control.  Together, we can help individuals gain that control and get 

their life back. 

Teacher Recruitment- I Dare You! -  There’s tremendous opportunity on the horizon in 

America’s classrooms, with half of our teachers ready to retire over the next decade. Filling 

their shoes will be challenging, since 9 of 10 top-tier students don’t view teaching as a 

http://www.makemeafirefighter.org/
http://www.makemeafirefighter.org/


desirable profession. The potential shortfall could hinder our ability to lead the global 

economy. The human costs could also be enormous, since research shows that students 

with top teachers earn an average of $50,000 more than their peers over the course of their 

lifetimes. America urgently needs a pipeline of engaged, energized students who want to 

teach, particularly African Americans and Hispanics who make up 40% of today’s K-12 

students. The teacher recruitment PSAs make a compelling case for teaching as an 

innovative, fulfilling career for those who want to make more of their lives. 

Best Friend Animal Society- Save Them All Anthem- Goofy grins and soothing purrs. 

Ridiculous ears and reassuring paws. They motivate us to get moving and remind us when to 

slow down. They provide us with a much-needed laugh, companionship and unconditional 

love. They are our best friends. This PSA shares this special reminder of what’s important in life 

and help Best Friends spread the word about adopting your next pet. Together, we can Save 

Them All®. 

Pediatric ER- R Baby- PSA that reminds all parents the Pediatric ER is very different from an 

adult ER and to remember to take your children to the experts that know children and can take 

care of their needs 

Social Security Administration:  Life’s Journey-   A PSA which reminds people that Social 

Security is there through all the phases of their life’s journey.  Securing today and tomorrow is 

the message. 

Humane Society- -Bentley- Each year, 6-8 million dogs and cats will enter shelters and 

rescue groups, yet only half will be adopted. This leaves millions of healthy and treatable 

dogs and cats who still need our help to find a home. Millions of Americans will look for a 

new cat or dog to bring home. This PSA encourages them to find their furry friends at 

shelters and rescue groups. While not every shelter cat or dog will be a social media star, 

they all will star as someone’s new best friend. Air new PSAs to encourage your community 

to Start a Story. Adopt today. 

US Food and Drug Administration- Safe Use of Acetaminophen- Acetaminophen is an 

active ingredient found in hundreds of over the counter (OTC) and prescription medicines that 

are used to relieve pain and fever. It is also combined with other active ingredients in medicines 

that treat allergy, cough, colds, flu, and sleeplessness. In prescription medicines, 

acetaminophen is found with other active ingredients to treat moderate to severe pain. Using 

two or more medicines that contain acetaminophen or using more acetaminophen than directed 

can cause serious liver damage. The FDA has taken action to improve consumer safety 

regarding the safe use of acetaminophen. To learn more visit www.fda.gov/otcpaininfo 

Poison Control- Make the Call- 2,200,000 poisonings occur annually, with nearly 50% of all 

exposures involving children younger than age 6. To address this threat, the Health Resources 

& Services Administration (HRSA) continues its Poison Help campaign with the “Make the Call” 

series of PSAs. The new installment of the campaign aims to reduce poisonings among 

Medicare and Medicaid audiences. By calling a Poison Help line, hospital visits can be 

prevented as 68% of calls are controlled by direction provided over the phone. Airing these 

http://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2FDrugs%2FResourcesForYou%2FConsumers%2FBuyingUsingMedicineSafely%2FUnderstandingOver-the-CounterMedicines%2FSafeUseofOver-the-CounterPainRelieversandFeverReducers%2Fucm164977.htm%3Futm_source%3DTelevision%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_term%3D2016%26utm_campaign%3DAcetaminophen&i=3&d=1un67eFAQ-qRlJRU4AXB-Q&e=SJMeurlott%40sbgtv.com&a=kOcCvMwWSKStj0u0F8nlBQ
http://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2FDrugs%2FResourcesForYou%2FConsumers%2FBuyingUsingMedicineSafely%2FUnderstandingOver-the-CounterMedicines%2FSafeUseofOver-the-CounterPainRelieversandFeverReducers%2Fucm164977.htm%3Futm_source%3DTelevision%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_term%3D2016%26utm_campaign%3DAcetaminophen&i=3&d=1un67eFAQ-qRlJRU4AXB-Q&e=SJMeurlott%40sbgtv.com&a=kOcCvMwWSKStj0u0F8nlBQ


PSAs can help us further the cause and help raise awareness for when to call the Poison Help 

line and help eliminate poisonings and the $1.8 billion in medical costs and productivity loss.   

National Pediatric Cancer Foundation:  PSA on the reality of Pediatric Cancer.  Encourages 

viewers to give the gift of hope to children battling cancer. 

City of Hope:  City of Hope is a leading research and treatment center for cancer, diabetes and 

other life-threatening diseases.  This PSA illustrates how their scientists are speeding life-saving 

discoveries to life. 

Distracted Driving:  While distracted driving from smartphone use is leading to even more car 
accidents and deaths, Florida remains one of only four states in the U.S. where texting-while-
driving is a secondary offense, meaning law enforcement officers can just cite a motorist if they’ve 
committed another moving violation. Legislation making way through the Florida Legislature this 
Session could change that, but in the meantime, NFL legend Brett Favre is taking to the airwaves 
to warn Floridians of the dangers of such proclivity. 

Cystic Fibrosis:  This family focused PSA tells the viewer what CF is and what they can do to 

help research for a cure. 

Senior Companions:  By helping seniors in their daily live, you can make a friend and a 

difference.  Help make independence a reality by joining Senior Companions.  

Smile Train:  Smile Train is an international children’s charity with a sustainable approach to a 

single, solvable problem: cleft lip and palate. Millions of children in developing countries with 

unrepaired clefts live in shame, but more importantly, have difficulty eating, breathing and 

speaking. Cleft repair surgery is simple, and the transformation is immediate. Our sustainable 

model provides training and funding to empower local doctors in 85+ developing countries to 

provide 100%-free cleft repair surgery in their communities. Their message is “You can save a 

life.” 

American Academy of Pediatrics:  PSAs on When to Introduce Toddlers to Apps and 

Multimedia Devices at home and at school and an Anti-Bullying message.   The American 

Academy of Pediatrics is the nation’s largest association of pediatricians and is dedicated to the 

health and well-being of all children.  

Gun Safety:   Awareness for the need of keeping guns safe in the home. 

American Academy of Pediatrics:  Series of PSA’s.  For information on any of the below, visit 

https://www.healthychildren.org/. 

- Teen Drivers: Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for teens and young adults. 

In this PSA from the American Academy of Pediatrics, Dr. Anita Chandra offers tips on 

helping your teen learn to be a safe driver.  

- Helping your stress-out child:  Like you, children and teens may feel a lot of pressure to 

succeed. In this video, Dr. Anita Chandra offers tips for parents on relieving stress.  

https://www.youtube.com/redirect?v=UI62RtdRHeU&event=video_description&redir_token=MJFURW9JXUSsGVkfN0piW28fhM18MTU3MDE5NzU1MEAxNTcwMTExMTUw&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthychildren.org%2F
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?v=UI62RtdRHeU&event=video_description&redir_token=MJFURW9JXUSsGVkfN0piW28fhM18MTU3MDE5NzU1MEAxNTcwMTExMTUw&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthychildren.org%2F


- Breastfeeding:  Breastfeeding is an important way parents can give their babies a healthy 

start in life. In this video, Dr. Lanre Falusi outlines some of the benefits of breastfeeding, and 

encourages parents to talk with their pediatrician if they have any questions. 
- Early brain development: Dr. Anita Chandra tells us that the secret to early brain 

development is parental involvement.  Talking and singing to your child plays an integral 

part in development of baby’s brains in the first year.  This PSA encourages parents to 

have a lot of interaction with their baby.  
- Child Checkups:  Parents know where to go when their child is sick. But pediatrician visits 

are just as important for healthy children. In this video, Dr. Lanre Falusi offers tips on what to 

discuss during your child’s well visit. 

- Safe Environment:  As parents can’t watch their children every moment, Dr. Shelly Flais 

encourages parents to create a safe environment around their children.  This PSA offers 

tips on how to do that. 

- Drowning Prevention:  The AAP encourages urges everyone to make water safety a 

number 1 priority.  The AAP has teamed up with Olympic skier, Bode Miller and his wife, 

Morgan who lost their child to drowning.  They share their story in hope that it will help 

prevent tragedy. 

Make- a- Wish Foundation:  For children battling a critical illness, a wish is more than just a 

dream. It can be a turning point in their lives. Wishes can give kids the strength to fight, to get 

better … to grow up. And, it can help families focus on the possibilities of tomorrow and not on 

the challenges of today. This is why wishes need you. Help bring hope and strength to more 

children battling critical illnesses.  They are asking for the public’s help to enable them to grant 

the wish of every eligible child and transform lives one wish at a time. 

Kung Fu Panda Fights Extinction:  With millions of animals poached worldwide every year, 
WildAid and the Kung Fu Panda are championing endangered species by raising awareness 

about wildlife trafficking.  In a series of video messages produced by WildAid with DreamWorks 

Animation, Po, the Kung Fu Panda, proclaims, “when the buying stops, the killing can too,” as 
he helps defend elephants who are killed for their ivory, rhinos for their horns, lions and tigers 
for their bones and skins, and pangolins for their scales and meat. He helps remind us that the 
“big guys” still need our help. 
 
PanCan:  PSA dedicated to Pancreatic Cancer Awareness.  Quiet Riot’s Frankie Banali’s story 

is shared about how he was diagnosed and how patient outcomes can be improved. 

 
Leukemia and Lymphoma:  Information on what Leukemia and Lymphoma cancers are and 

how the viewer can help. WWE and the Foundation address the seriousness of these diseases.  
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FACE THE NATION 

 

01/05/20 Guests: Holly Williams, CBS News foreign correspondent (1); David Martin, CBS News chief national security 

correspondent (1); Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Trump administration (2); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee (3); Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT), Senate Foreign Relations Committee (4); General 

David Petraeus (retired), former director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), Obama administration (5); Tom Perez, 

chairman, Democratic National Committee (DNC) (6) 

1) Topics include: Iran’s preparations for a possible response to the U.S. drone strike that killed their top military 

general, Qasem Soleimani / threat to restart their nuclear program / President Trump’s tweets threatening retaliation 

/ reactions from the region 

2) Topics include: decision to eliminate Soleimani / continuing threats posed by Iran / President’s threats should Iran 

retaliate / criticism of the Obama administration / debate in Iraq over the presence of U.S. troops / diplomatic efforts 

/ reactions from the region / classified threat behind the President’s decision for the drone strike 

3) Topics include: defense of the U.S. drone strike that killed Soleimani / support for the Trump administration’s 

Iran strategy 

4) Topics include: lack of consultation with Congress before the drone strike / potential risks associated with the 

killing of Soleimani / criticism of Trump’s Iran policy / reason why he uses the words ‘execute’ and assassinate’ 

when referring to Soleimani’s death / why the Trump administration has the responsibility to get authorization from 

Congress before taking action 

5) Topics include: U.S. drone strike that killed Iran’s top military general, Qasem Soleimani / Iran’s possible 

response / Iran’s economy / importance of not underestimating the regime / need for a strong U.S. strategy 

6) Topics include: CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results / lack of minority candidates on the next debate 

stage / standards to make the debate stage / grassroots fundraising versus self-financing campaigns 

 

01/12/20 Guests: Mark Esper, Secretary of Defense, Trump administration (1); Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), 

chairman, House Intelligence Committee (2); Senator Mike Lee (R-UT) (3) (5); Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) (4); 

John Kerry, former Secretary of State, Obama administration (6); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign 

correspondent (7) 

1) Topics include: current situation in Iran / protests in Iran against the Ayatollah / Trump administration’s standing 

offer to negotiate / unintentional downing of a Ukrainian passenger jet by Iran / classified briefing of the ‘Gang of 

Eight’ / Esper’s lack of knowledge regarding President Trump’s claim of an imminent threat against U.S. embassies 

/ expressed frustration at his briefing / U.S troop presence in Iraq; news related to Saudi Arabia -- investigation of 

the shooting in Pensacola and ‘burden sharing’ in exchange of U.S. troop deployment 

2) Topics include: reaction to Esper’s claims about the ‘Gang of Eight’ classified briefing, of which he is a member / 

CIA director Gina Haspel; impeachment investigation / possibility of subpoenaing John Bolton / need for witnesses 

in the Senate trial 

3) Topics include: opinion that the threat assessment should have been shared with the rest of Congress / praise for 

the President / support for the U.S. drone strike that killed Iran’s General Qasem Soleimani 

4) Topics include: President Trump’s claim of an imminent threat against U.S. embassies / need to get authorization 

from Congress / proposed Iran war powers resolution with Senator Lee 

5) Topics include: proposed Iran war powers resolution with Senator Kaine / assurance he received that Congress 

will be consulted if there are future plans for military action against Iran 

6) Topics include: support for Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden / criticism from fellow candidate Bernie 

Sanders on Biden’s vote to help authorize the war in Iraq / Biden’s foreign policy on Iran / reaction to President 

Trump’s tweet from this morning criticizing the Iran nuclear deal, Kerry, and the release of a cash settlement to Iran 

7) a reporter’s notebook from Tehran, on the week in Iran 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

01/19/20 Guests: Representative Jerry Nadler (D-NY), chairman, House Judiciary Committee (1); Senator John Cornyn (R-

TX) (2); Gary Cohn, former director, National Economic Council (3); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (4), 

Susan Page, USA Today (4), Weijia Jiang, CBS News White House correspondent (4), Ed O’Keefe, CBS News 

political correspondent, (4); Jan Crawford, CBS News chief legal correspondent (5) 

1) Topics include: White House response to House impeachment articles: abuse of power and obstruction of justice / 

upcoming Senate impeachment trial / witnesses / Trump’s legal team 

2) Topics include: impeachment trial rules / Democrats’ legal brief; removal of Ambassador Yovanovitch 

3) Topics include: possibility of an upcoming recession; Phase One trade deal with China; USMCA trade deal; 

corporate tax rates / income inequality / proposed tax policies from Democratic presidential candidates Bernie 

Sanders and Elizabeth Warren; his undecided 2020 vote 

4) Topics include: Senate impeachment trial / potential political impact on Democrats and Republicans / senators 

running for the Democratic presidential nomination 

5) Topics include: Chief Justice Roberts’ impact on the impeachment trial; Virginia legislature’s vote ratifying the 

Equal Rights Amendment 

 

01/26/20 Guests: Ramy Inocencio, CBS News Asia correspondent (1); Senator Tom Cotton (R-AR) (2); Representative Jason 

Crow (D-CO), Impeachment manager (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections and Surveys director (4); Pete 

Buttigieg, former Mayor of South Bend, Indiana, 2020 Democratic presidential candidate (5); Kelsey Snell, NPR 

(6), Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review, Bloomberg Opinion (6), David Nakamura, The Washington Post (6); Phil 

Rucker, The Washington Post, co-author, “A Very Stable Genius: Donald J. Trump's Testing of America” (6) 

 Guest Correspondent: Ed O’Keefe, CBS News Political correspondent (5) 

1) a report from Beijing, China on the spread of the coronavirus 

2) Topics include: spread of coronavirus in China / potential U.S. response to outbreak; Senate impeachment trial / 

Senate Republicans’ votes on impeachment witnesses / foreign election interference / his support for the conspiracy 

theory that it was Ukraine, not Russia, that meddled in the 2016 election / removal of Ambassador Yovanovitch; 

U.S. soldiers injured in Iranian ballistic missiles attack 

3) Topics include: Senate impeachment trial / House Democrats’ impeachment case / Senate Republicans’ votes on 

impeachment witnesses 

4) Topics include: CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results from Iowa and the Super Tuesday states / Iowa 

caucus / Democratic primary / Joe Biden, Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren’s appeal to different voting 

demographics 

5) a report from Des Moines, Iowa, which includes recorded excerpts of Mr. O’Keefe’s interview with Mr. Buttigieg 

on the upcoming caucus, Hillary Clinton’s relevancy to the Democratic Party, and his military service 

6) Topics include: Senate impeachment trial / Senate Republicans’ votes on impeachment witnesses / Republicans’ 

reluctance to cross or criticize the President in any way / foreign election interference / President Trump’s desire to 

repeal the prohibition against paying bribes to foreign leaders; Middle East peace plan; Secretary Mike Pompeo’s 

clash with NPR’s Mary Louise Kelly / Republican Party’s attacks on freedom of the press 
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60 MINUTES 

 

01/05/20 “Inside Jeffrey Epstein’s Cell” – a report on the controversy surrounding wealthy financier Jeffery Epstein’s death. 

Epstein, a convicted sex offender accused of assaulting innumerable teenage girls, was found dead weeks after his 

arrest. Though the death has been ruled a suicide, many question the circumstances surrounding the incident. 

Includes unseen photos of the cell. Includes interviews with Dr. Michael Baden, the forensic pathologist 

investigating Epstein’s death; Bruce Barket, lawyer for Epstein’s first cellmate; Cameron Lindsay, a former federal 

prison warden; and Tyrone Covington, president of the union representing the prison guards. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: 

Oriana Zill de Granados) 

 “On the Farm” – a report on the prevalence of antibiotic use on farm animals and its impact. More than 12 million 

pounds of antibiotics sold in the U.S. are used for livestock. Many feel these antibiotics drive the spread of drug 

resistant bacteria in animals which can be passed onto us through food. Due to a lack of accessibility, however, 

scientists say it is difficult to stop infection outbreaks from spreading amidst already unregulated conditions. 

Includes interviews with Dr. Scott Lindquist, epidemiologist; Dr. Liz Wagstrom, chief veterinarian; and Dr. Lance 

Price, microbiologist and leading expert in drug-resistant bacteria. (See also: “Superbugs”, OAD: 04/21/19) (C: 

Lesley Stahl – P: Sarah Koch) 

 “Shakira” – a profile of Shakira, the award-winning Colombian singer. With a multifaceted successful career, the 

artist details the difficulties of finding balance while striving for perfection. A philanthropist, she feels her music 

career is a vehicle which allows her to work as an advocate for early childhood education. Now preparing for the 

Super Bowl LIV halftime show, Shakira remains one of the best-selling music artists. Includes an interview with 

Gerard Pique, famed soccer player and Shakira’s husband. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman) 

 

01/12/20 “Venice is Drowning” – a report on Venice, the northeastern Italian city made up of a group of 118 small islands 

separated by canals and surrounded by water. Due to unprecedented rising sea levels caused by climate change, 

flooding in Venice has become worse and more frequent; climate scientists warn this should be a global example. 

This last November, record breaking tides and dangerous winds caused much destruction in the city. Venetians 

worry their homes and cultural landmarks face increasing risk due to this manmade climate change. Includes 

interviews with Toto Bergamo Rossi, who is known as the unofficial mayor of Venice; Luigi Brugnaro, mayor of 

Venice; Pierpaolo Campostrini, who helps manage the Basilica of St. Mark; Fortunato Ortombina, artistic director of 

La Fenice theater; Michael Oppenheimer, a professor of geosciences at Princeton University; Alessandro Soru, lead 

enigineer of project Moses; and Shaul Bassi, a professor of English literature at Venice’s Ca’Foscari University. 

(See also: “The Death of Venice”, OAD: 06/24/69; “Ciao Venezia”, OAD: 10/30/88; "Ciao Venezia", OAD: 

03/19/00 - a followup to the original "Ciao Venezia"; “Parting The Waters”, OAD: 02/06/01 on 60 MINUTES II; 

and “Saving History”, OAD: 10/19/14) (C: John Dickerson – P: Draggan Mihailovich) 

 “Joaquin Phoenix” – a profile of actor Joaquin Phoenix. The enigmatic star earned critical acclaim for playing 

dark, intense characters. Shying away from fame, Phoenix abstains from social media and is notoriously tough to 

interview. Though widely considered one of the most talented actors of his generation, he says he deals with 

performance anxiety and also dislikes rehearsing. Phoenix remains close with his family, who he says has helped 

him stay grounded throughout his unconventional career. Includes interviews with Rain Phoenix, his brother; and 

Heart Phoenix, his mother. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Nichole Marks, David M. Levine) 

 “Rafa” – a profile of Rafael Nadal, the world’s top tennis player. Considered by many to be the greatest player of 

all time, he has won 19 Grand Slam titles. Nadal’s intensity and dominant playing style seemingly contradict the 

easygoing nature of his scenic home, the island of Mallorca. Growing up in a tennis family, he finds the close-knit 

community helped shape his work ethic. Includes interviews with Toni Nadal, his uncle and local tennis instructor; 

Carlos Moya, his coach; and Maria Francisca Perello, his wife. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Nathalie Sommer) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

01/19/20 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Whitaker’s Wildlife Tour” 

 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Whitaker’s Wildlife Tour” 

 “Great White” – a report on great white sharks and their movement closer to U.S. coasts. The correlation between 

increased sightings and attacks on people is examined, along with common misconceptions about the animal. 

Whitaker follows scientists on an exhibition to explore the intricacies of tracking sharks. Includes interviews with 

Dr. Greg Skomal, chief shark scientist for the Massachusetts Department on Marine Fisheries; Wayne Davis, a pilot 

for the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy; researcher Megan Winton; Chris Fischer, founder of the research ship 

Ocearch; Ocearch chief scientist Bob Hueter; and Ocearch Fishing Master Brett McBride. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: 

Rome Hartman) (OAD: 09/29/19 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “The Wolves of Yellowstone” – a report on the reintroduction of wolves to Yellowstone Park and its environs by 

the U.S. Park Service. Though initially met with skepticisms, the wolves have had unforeseen and positive impacts 

on everything from tourism to the park’s ecological system. Includes interviews with: Doug Smith, Yellowstone 

wolf research program; Glen Mai, retired FBI agent; Kathy Lombard retired cop; Rick McIntyre park service 

employee; Randy Newberg, Montana hunter; Erik Kalsta, Montana rancher. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman, 

Sara Kuzmarov) (OAD: 12/23/18 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “The Photo Ark” – a profile of National Geographic photographer Joel Sartore who travels the world to try and 

capture a photo of every living species in captivity. Includes comments by his daughter Ellen. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: 

Robert G. Anderson, Aaron Weisz) (OAD: 10/14/18 on 60 MINUTES; 1st Rebroadcast: 06/16/19 on 60 MINUTES 

PRESENTS: “Working Dads”) 

 

01/26/20 PREEMPTED 

 

48 HOURS 

 

01/04/20  PREEMPTED 

 

01/11/20  PREEMPTED 

  



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

JANUARY 2020 

         Page 5 of 13 

 
48 HOURS (continued) 

 

01/18/20 48 HOURS: “Death by Text” (9:00 – 10:00p) – an updated rebroadcast on the death of Conrad Roy III and the 

case against Michelle Carter, who is scheduled to be released from jail next week. Prosecutors say she influenced 

Roy, via text messages, to kill himself. On July 12, 2014, Conrad Roy died of carbon monoxide poisoning after 

sitting in his truck with a gas-powered water pump running in the backseat. Prosecutors say Roy was driven to kill 

himself through hundreds of incessant messages from Carter, who was more than 30 minutes away at the time he 

died. Carter was later charged with involuntary manslaughter. Her defense team maintains Roy decided to kill 

himself on his own. As seen through his own videos, Conrad Roy talked about his own struggles with social anxiety, 

depression and thoughts of suicide. His mother Lynn Roy, also talks about the death of her son and the pain she lives 

with. Though they lived an hour apart in Massachusetts, the couple communicated almost exclusively via texts, 

online and by phone. The prosecution maintained Carter could have done something to stop Roy. The heart of the 

case is the question of whether Carter’s texts and messages pushed Roy to take his life, or would he have done it 

anyway. Prosecutors argued Carter played on Roy’s mental health and her actions were reckless; she knew what she 

was doing and just wanted attention. The defense maintains Carter had her own psychological problems and was 

involuntarily intoxicated by the antidepressant drug Celexa: she was enmeshed in the delusion that it was a good 

thing to help him die. The prosecution hoped the judge paid attention to the text Carter sent to her friend a week 

after his death, in which she admitted she could possibly go to jail. After three days of deliberation, the judge 

rendered his verdict, completely rejecting Carter’s defense and finding her guilty. At sentencing, Michelle Carter 

could receive twenty years behind bars. The Roy family knows words have power, and they can forever change 

lives. UPDATE for the 08/05/17 updated rebroadcast: Nearly seven weeks after being convicted, Michelle Carter, 

arrives for sentencing. The prosecution asked that Carter serve 7-12 years in prison. Her attorney requests probation. 

Judge Lawrence Moniz sentences Michelle Carter to fifteen months behind bars – a sentence that does not please the 

defense, who will appeal the conviction. Her attorneys request to stay the jail sentence. The judge grants the stay, 

meaning Michelle will be out on probation until the appeal makes its way through the Massachusetts court system. 

Neither Michelle nor her family, have reached out to the Roy family. UPDATE for the 01/18/20 updated 

rebroadcast: In February of 2019, Michelle Carter’s conviction was upheld and she began serving her 15-month 

sentence. Her lawyers appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. This week, the court declined to hear her appeal. Lynn 

Roy’s focus now is on changing laws. On-screen text graphic for the 08/05/17 updated rebroadcast: Lynn Roy has 

filed a 4.2 million wrongful death suit against Michelle Carter. The goal is to establish a memorial for Conrad. On-

screen text graphic for the 09/22/18 rebroadcast: Lynn Roy has filed a 4.2-million-dollar wrongful death suit against 

Michelle Carter. On-screen text graphic for the 01/18/20 updated rebroadcast: Conrad’s Law, criminalizing 

suicide coercion, has been introduced in the Massachusetts legislature. Interviewed: Lynn Roy, Conrad’s mother; 

Camdyn and Morgan Roy, Conrad’s sisters; Aryanna Taylor, friend of Conrad Roy; Ed McFarland, Michelle 

Carter’s softball coach; Bob McGovern, legal columnist, Boston Herald; and Harold Koplewicz, child and 

adolescent psychiatrist. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Ruth Chenetz, James Stolz, Marcelena Spencer, Liza Finley, Susan 

Mallie, Alec Sirken – Producers for the 01/18/20 Updated Rebroadcast: Ruth Chenetz, James Stolz, Marcelena 

Spencer, Liza Finley, Susan Mallie) (OAD: 06/16/17; 1st Updated Rebroadcast: 08/05/17; 2nd Rebroadcast: 

09/22/18) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

01/18/20  48 HOURS: “Chacey Poynter: Witness to Murder” (10:00 – 11:00p) – In September 2016, University Park Fire 

Department Captain Robert Poynter was shot and killed while sitting in his wife Chacey Poynter’s Jeep on a 

deserted county road in Royse City, Texas. Chacey told police she called her husband for help after her Jeep got 

stuck in the mud and when Robert got in to help move her vehicle, he was shot by an unknown man. Investigators 

were skeptical of her story. When questioned by the police, Chacey admitted to multiple affairs and ongoing marital 

problems, including abuse. She eventually confessed to knowing the identity of the man who killed her husband -- 

Michael Garza, one of her lovers. Chacey claimed it was Michael who set the trap, so he could confront Robert and 

demand he leave her alone. On September 10, 2016, Chacey was arrested and charged with conspiracy to commit 

murder. Michael turned himself in and was charged with murder. The shotgun used to murder Robert belonged to 

Michael’s brother and was recovered by a farmer near where Robert was shot. Recovered digital evidence proved 

Chacey had groomed Michael. On July 10, 2018, Michael went on trial and testified that he believed Robert was 

abusing Chacey and implicated her as the shooter. On July 20th, Michael was found guilty and sentenced to 99-years 

in prison. At Chacey’s trial, prosecutors maintained she was the mastermind and her motive was to collect Robert’s 

life insurance policy; she was found guilty of murder and sentenced to life in prison, with the possibility of parole in 

30-years. On-screen text graphic: Robert Poynter’s life insurance benefits were split among his three daughters. 

Chacey’s mother and stepfather share custody of the couple’s daughter with Robert Poynter’s parents. Interviewed: 

Chacey Poynter, Robert’s wife and convicted murderer; Detective Michael Burk, Royse City Police Department; 

Sergeant Shane Meek, Royse City Police Department; Jason Salisbury, Paul Falkenhagen, Mark McAdams, and Earl 

Starnes, firefighters, University Park Fire Department and friends of Robert’s; Natalie and Nicole Poynter, Robert’s 

daughters; Amy Poynter, Robert’s ex-wife; Jeff Kovach, Assistant Hunt County District Attorney; Calvin Grogan, 

First Assistant District Attorney, Hunt County; Scott Cornuaud and Frank Hughes, Chacey’s defense attorneys. (C: 

Peter Van Sant – P: Asena Basak) 

 

01/25/20 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “Murder on Prom Night” – On Sunday, April 30, 1989, police responded to a 

crime scene at the Lakeville, Indiana home of the Pelley family. Reverend Bob Pelley was found in an upstairs 

hallway; wife Dawn and young daughters Janel and Jolene were in the basement -- all shot at close range with a 

shotgun. Nine-year-old Jessica Pelley – now known as Jessi Toronjo - returned from a sleepover at a friend’s house 

to the news that her mother, stepfather, and sisters were murdered. Police questioned Bob’s 17-year-old son Jeff and 

later learned Bob had grounded him over the prom; police believed they had a clear motive, but no forensic evidence 

to prosecute. Thirteen years after the crime, a new prosecutor believed there was enough evidence and Jeff was 

arrested and charged with four counts of murder. In 2006, he was found guilty and sentenced to a hundred and sixty 

years in prison. Jeff’s defense lawyer filed an appeal and his convictions were set aside on a number of procedural 

grounds. He remained in custody and in February 2009, the Indiana State Supreme Court upheld the conviction. 

Currently, Jeff’s new defense team is working on his release by filing a motion for post-conviction relief. Jessi 

changed her name and appearance as a way to cope with the tragedy. After she tried to kill herself, Jessi was 

diagnosed with DID, dissociative identity disorder. On April 29, 2019 -- the thirty year anniversary of the murders -- 

I am Jessica was published. On-screen text graphic: The Indiana University McKinney Wrongful Conviction 

Clinic is representing Jeff Pelley. Interviewed: Jessi Toronjo, survivor; Stephanie Fagan, Jessi’s childhood friend; 

Jamie Collins, Jessi’s cousin; Mark Sender, former Indiana State Police detective; John Botich, former St. Joseph 

County detective; Frank Schaffer, former chief deputy prosecutor; Alan Baum, Jeff Pelley’s defense attorney; and 

Dakota Toronjo, Jessi’s daughter. (Anchor: Jim Axelrod – Producers: Chris O’Connell, Stephanie Slifer) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL 

 

01/23/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “The Gayle King Grammy Special” (10:00 – 11:00p) – a series of one-on-one interviews 

with GRAMMY nominees: Billie Eilish; Lizzo; Blake Shelton (includes an appearance by three-time GRAMMY 

winner Gwen Stefani); Lil Nas X; and the Jonas Brothers. Also includes interviews with Patrick O’Connell and 

Maggie Baird, Billie’s parents; and Finneas O’Connell, Billie’s brother. (C: Gayle King, co-anchor, CBS THIS 

MORNING – P: James Stolz, Liza Finley, Chris Young Ritzen, Mead Stone, Elena DiFiore, Dana Brewington, Mary 

Ann Rotondi) 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs regarding the conflict with Iran, CBS News provided the 

following live coverage: 

 

01/02/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (08:56 – 08:59p) - chyron ID: Iraqi State TV: Top Iran General Soleimani 

Killed in Baghdad Strikes –  the U.S. Military has launched a missile strike in Iraq, as possible retaliation for the 

Tuesday attack on the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. Iraqi State TV is reporting that Iranian General Qasem Soleimani 

is among the dead. Soleimani, considered a terrorist by the United States, was responsible for hundreds of American 

deaths at the height of the Iraq war. The United States government and CBS News has not confirmed the reports of 

Soleimai’s death. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Margaret Brennan (anchor, CBS News 

Washington); and David Martin (Pentagon). 

 

01/02/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (10:18 – 10:19p) – (CRAWL) “The Department of Defense confirmed that at the 

direction of President Trump, the U.S. launched a powerful strike that killed Qasem Soleimani, the head of the 

Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds Force. The Department of Defense says Soleimani was actively 

developing a plan to attack Americans in Iraq and throughout the region.” 

 

01/03/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (03:14 – 03:24p) - initial chyron ID: President Trump Addresses U.S. Strike 

That Killed Top Iran General –  live coverage of President Trump speaking for the first time since the U.S. strike in 

Iraq that killed one of Iran’s top leaders, General Qasem Soleimani. Coverage includes: (1) President Trump’s 

statement to the media from his Mar-a-Lago Resort, Palm Beach, Florida; (2) correspondents’ commentary, 

including Paula Reid’s report from Miami; and (3) a report that Secretary of State Mike Pompeo sent a letter to 

Iran’s regime yesterday, in advance of the strikes. Correspondents: Margaret Brennan (anchor, CBS Washington); 

and Paula Reid (Miami, FL).  

 

01/07/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (07:00 – 07:11p) - initial chyron ID: Rockets Strike Al Asad Air Base Home To 

U.S. Troops – tonight Iran has launched multiple missiles at Iraq’s Al Asad Air Base, northwest of Baghdad. The Al 

Asad Air Base houses multiple U.S. troops; the attack appears to be in retaliation for the U.S. drone strike last week 

in Baghdad that killed Iran’s General Qasem Soleimani. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary; (2) a 

report from the Pentagon, confirming that a rocket attack was launched against the Al Asad Air Base; (3) read 

statement from the IRGC, taking credit for the missile attacks; (4) a report from Baghdad; (5) a report from the 

White House; and (6) read statement from the Secretary of Defense confirming attacks in Iraq against two Iraqi 

military bases that house U.S. troops and coalition personal. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: 

Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); David Martin (Pentagon); Holly Williams (Baghdad, Iraq); and 

Weijia Jiang (White House).  

 

01/08/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (11:24 – 11:43a) - initial chyron ID: President Trump To Address Iran Attack 

On U.S. Bases In Iraq – live coverage of President Trump speaking publically for the first time since Iran’s missile 

attacks against U.S. troops last night in Iraq. Iraq’s military says no one was hurt after Iran fired more than a dozen 

missiles at two U.S. bases. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, including a report from the White 

House; (2) Trump’s statement to the media from the White House; and (3) correspondents’ final commentary and 

analysis, including reports from the Pentagon and Tehran. Correspondents: Gayle King (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast 

Center, NY); Anthony Mason (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); Tony Dokoupil (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast 

Center, NY); Paula Reid (White House); David Martin (Pentagon); and Elizabeth Palmer (Tehran, Iran). 

 

01/09/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (11:39 – 11:41a) - chyron ID: U.S. Officials: Confident Iran Shot Down 

Passenger Jet / U.S. Intelligence Shows Two Missile Launches Shortly Before Plane Exploded – U.S. officials are 

confident that Iran shot down a Ukrainian jetliner in the hours after Iran’s missile attacks on U.S. targets. U.S. 

Intelligence picked up signals of a radar turned on and satellites detected two missile launches shortly before the 

plane exploded. Correspondent: Major Garrett (anchor, CBS News Washington).  
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

01/09/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (12:00 –12:05p) - initial chyron ID: U.S. Officials Confident Iran Shot Down 

Passenger Jet Carrying 176 People – U.S. officials are confident that Iran shot down a Ukrainian jetliner over 

Tehran in the hours after the Iranian missile attacks on U.S. targets in Iraq. U.S. Intelligence picked up signals of a 

radar turned on and satellites detected two missile launches shortly before the plane exploded. Coverage includes: 

(1) correspondents’ commentary, including analysis by Kris Van Cleave; (2) brief recorded excerpt of  President 

Trump speaking moments ago at the White House; and (3) a report from Tehran. Correspondents: Major Garrett 

(anchor, CBS News Washington); Kris Van Cleave (CBS News Washington); and Elizabeth Palmer (Tehran, Iran).  

 

In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs regarding the impeachment hearings, CBS News provided the 

following live coverage: 

 

01/15/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (10:09 – 10:21a) – chyron ID: House Speaker Pelosi Announces Impeachment 

Managers For Senate Trial – live coverage of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s announcement of the Impeachment 

Managers for the Senate trial. They include: Lead House Manager Adam Schiff (D-CA); Jason Crow (D-CO); Val 

B. Demings (D-FL); Sylvia R. Garcia (D-TX); Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY); Zoe Lofgren (D-CA); and Jerrold Nadler 

(D-NY). Coverage includes: (1) Pelosi’s announcement, (JIP); (2) questions from the media; (3) and 

correspondents’ commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: Gayle 

King (anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); and Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill).  

 

01/15/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (05:18 – 05:50p) - initial chyron ID: House Prepares To Deliver Articles Of 

Impeachment To Senate - for the third time in U.S. history, the House of Representatives will deliver articles of 

impeachment to the Senate Majority Leader McConnell refused House Democrats’ prerequisites for the articles. 

Coverage includes: (1) House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s statement and signing of the resolution, transmitting the 

articles of impeachment to the Senate; (2) live coverage of the House Clerk, Sergeant at Arms, and Impeachment 

Managers walking through Statuary Hall to deliver articles of impeachment to the Senate; (3) delivery of articles of 

impeachment to Senate Chamber; (4) unanimous consents raised by Kentucky Republican Senator and Mitch 

McConnell; (5) reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; and (6) a brief recorded excerpt of President Trump 

signing the trade deal at the White House. Proceeded and followed by correspondents’ commentary and analysis. 

Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes 

(Capitol Hill); Margaret Brennan (CBS News Washington); and Ben Tracy (White House). 

 

01/16/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (12:03 – 12:30p) - initial chyron ID: House Managers Walk Articles Of 

Impeachment To Senate – live coverage of the seven House Managers who will formally present the articles of 

impeachment against President Trump to the United States Senate. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ 

commentary with split screen of the procession of House Managers to Senate Chamber; (2) voiceover 

correspondents’ commentary during the procession, including breaking news: the Government Accountability 

Office, a non-partisan federal watchdog has ruled that the Trump Administration violated the law by withholding the 

military aide to Ukraine for a political reason; (3) split screen of procession, with a report from Capitol Hill; (4) 

presentation by the Sergeant at Arms of (JIP) the House Managers to the Senate; (5) Lead House Manager, 

California Democrat and House Intelligence Committee Chair Adam Schiff presents the articles of impeachment 

against President Trump to the U.S. Senate; (6) voiceover correspondents’ commentary as the House Managers exit 

the Senate Chamber, including a report from Capitol Hill; (7) split screen coverage of the House Managers 

procession and analysis by Jan Crawford; (8) in-studio correspondents’ commentary and analysis; and (9) a report 

from the White House with Trump Administration reactions. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: Norah 

O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Jan Crawford (CBS News Washington); 

and Ben Tracy (White House).  
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

01/16/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (02:02 – 02:18p) - initial chyron ID: Senate Committee Escorts Chief John 

Roberts Into Senate Chamber – live coverage of the swearing in ceremony for Chief Justice John Roberts and 

Senators for the Senate Impeachment Trial. Includes a report from Capitol Hill, in addition to a report on the 

reaction from the Trump administration from the White House. The ceremony is proceeded and followed 

correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, 

CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Jan Crawford (CBS News Washington); and Paula Reid 

(White House). 

 

01/21/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (12:30 – 03:00p): initial chyron 

ID: Senate Impeachment Trial Of President Trump To Begin Momentarily – live coverage of the beginning of the 

Senate Impeachment Trial of President Donald Trump, including resolutions determining trial rules. Coverage 

includes: (1) Senate Majority Leader and Kentucky Republican Senator Mitch McConnell’s formal introduction of 

organizing resolution to the Senate floor, (JIP); (2) Senate Minority Leader and New York Democratic Senator 

Chuck Schumer’s remarks on proposed resolution; (3) Senate recess, including correspondents’ commentary and 

reports from the White House and Capitol Hill; (4) Senate Impeachment Trial resumes with Chief Justice of the 

United States John Roberts swearing in Senator James Inhofe (R-OK); (5) Senator McConnell proposes 

impeachment resolution; (6) House Managers and White House Counsel debate impeachment resolution; (7) Senator 

Schumer proposes amendment to the impeachment resolution; (8) recess called ahead of the debate on the Schumer 

amendment to the impeachment resolution; and (9) final correspondents’ commentary and analysis, including 

reports from Capitol Hill and the White House. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts: Norah 

O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Chip Reid (Capitol Hill); Major Garrett (CBS News Washington); 

Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS 

News Washington); and Ben Tracy (White House). 

 

01/21/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (05:18 – 05:21p): initial chyron 

ID: Debate Over Amendment To Impeachment Trial Rules – Majority Leader and Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 

has proposed a plan for both sides to present opening arguments, each for 24 hours spread out over three days and 

followed by additional time for questions. Of Minority Leader and Senator Chuck Schumer’s (D-NY) two 

amendments, one was defeated, and the second is being debated. Includes correspondents’ commentary and split 

screen coverage of the debate on the Senate floor. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 

Washington); and Major Garrett (anchor, CBS News Washington). 

 

01/21/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (10:58 – 10:59p): chyron ID: 

Debate Continues Over Amendments To Impeachment Trial Rules – the Senate is debating Democratic amendments 

preceding a vote to set the rules for the Senate Impeachment Trial. Includes earlier footage of Senator Chuck 

Schumer (D-NY) introducing amendments and the debate over procedural rules for the trial. Correspondent: Chip 

Reid (anchor, Capitol Hill). 

 

01/22/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (06:48 – 07:00a): chyron ID: President Trump Addresses Senate Impeachment 

Trial From Davos –  live coverage of the question and answer portion of President Trump’s news conference at the 

World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Correspondents: Tony Dokoupil (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, 

NY); Gayle King (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); and Anthony Mason (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, 

NY).  
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

01/22/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (12:57 – 05:00p): initial chyron 

ID: Soon: House Managers Deliver Opening Statements – live coverage of House Managers’ opening statements in 

the Senate Impeachment Trial Of President Donald J. Trump. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, 

including a brief video excerpt of President Trump’s remarks on the trial during news conference in Davos, 

Switzerland; (2) reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (3) analysis provided by Lesley Stahl, John 

Dickerson, and Margaret Brennan; (4) a report from the White House on the Administration’s reaction to the trial; 

(5) Lead House Manager and Representative Adam Schiff’s (D-CA) opening statement; (6) Senate recess, including 

correspondents’ commentary, analysis by Reince Priebus, and a report from Capitol Hill – includes a brief excerpt of 

Nancy Cordes questioning Senator Chuck Schumer; (7) coverage resumes (JIP) of additional opening statements by 

House Managers: Jerry Nadler (D-NY); Sylvia Garcia (D-TX); Jason Crow (D-CO); (8) trial (IIP) for final 

correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts: Norah O’Donnell 

(anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Lesley Stahl (CBS News Washington); John 

Dickerson (CBS News Washington); Margaret Brennan (CBS News Washington); Ben Tracy (White House); and 

Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington).  

 

01/22/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (09:56 – 09:58p): chyron ID: 

House Managers Conclude First Day Of Opening Arguments – opening arguments have concluded for the first day 

of the Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes correspondents’ commentary including at 09:57p a report from 

Capitol Hill. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 

Washington); and Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill).  

 

01/23/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 03:30p): initial chyron 

ID: Soon: House Managers Begin Second Day Of Opening Arguments – live coverage of the second day of opening 

arguments by the House Managers in the Senate Impeachment Trial of President Trump. Coverage includes: (1) 

correspondents’ commentary, including a brief video excerpt of South Carolina Republican Senator Lindsey 

Graham’s comments on the trial, a report from Capitol Hill, and analysis by Major Garrett; (2) Chief Justice of the 

United States John Roberts resumes the trial and recognizes Senate Majority Leader and Kentucky Republican 

Senator Mitch McConnell; (3) House Managers begin second day of opening arguments, including: Lead House 

Manager and California Democratic Representative Adam Schiff, House Manager and New York Democratic 

Representative Jerry Nadler, and House Manager and Texas Democratic Representative Sylvia Garcia; (4) trial is 

called into recess; (5) correspondents’ commentary and analysis provided by Kim Wehle, Jonathan Turley, Major 

Garrett, and Jamal Simmons; includes live footage of Senate Trial Counsel for President Trump Jay Sekulow taking 

questions from the media, reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; also includes a video excerpt of President 

Trump departing the White House, followed by live footage of President Trump departing Marine One and boarding 

Air Force One; (6) correspondents’ concluding commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. 

Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol 

Hill); Major Garrett (CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); 

Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News 

Washington); and Paula Reid (White House). 

 

01/23/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (09:55 – 09:56p): chyron ID: 

Opening Arguments Continue From House Managers – the second day of opening arguments in the Senate 

Impeachment Trial of President Trump has concluded. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents: Norah 

O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); and Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill).  
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

01/24/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 04:30p): initial chyron 

ID: Soon: House Managers Begin Final Day Of Arguments – live coverage of the House Managers third and final 

day of arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial of President Trump. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ 

commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill, and analysis by Margaret Brennan, Jamal Simmons, Kim Wehle, 

and Jonathan Turley; (2) Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts resumes Senate Impeachment Trial; (3) 

House Managers present final arguments, including: Lead House Manager and California Democratic 

Representative Adam Schiff, Representative Jason Crow (D-CO), Representative Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY); (4) the 

trial is called into recess; (5) correspondents’ commentary and analysis, including reports from Capitol Hill and the 

White House; (6) South Carolina Republican Senator Lindsey Graham addresses the media from the Senate subway; 

(7) Senate Trial Counsel for President Trump Jay Sekulow addresses the media from the Senate subway; (8) House 

Managers resume arguments, including Representative Val Demings (D-FL) and Representative Sylvia Garcia (D-

TX); (9) live coverage is (IIP) for final correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. 

Correspondents/analysts/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol 

Hill); Margaret Brennan (CBS News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News 

Washington); Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal 

analyst, CBS News Washington); and Paula Reid (White House).  

 

01/24/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (10:16 – 10:17p): chyron ID: 

House Managers Conclude Final Day Of Arguments – the House Managers have concluded their final day of 

opening arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial of President Trump. Origination: CBS News Washington. 

Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill). 

 

01/25/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (10:00a – 12:15p): initial chyron 

ID: Soon: Senate Hears Arguments From Pres. Trump’s Defense Team – live coverage of the first day of rebuttals 

by President Trump’s defense team in the Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ 

commentary and analysis by Major Garret, Paula Reid, and Terry Sullivan; (2) the President’s defense team begins 

their opening arguments, includes: Lead Counsel Pat Cipollone, Senate Trial Counsel Michael Purpura, Senate Trial 

Counsel Jay Sekulow, Senate Trial Counsel Patrick Philbin; (3) trial is (IIP) for correspondents’ final commentary 

and analysis, including reports from Capitol Hill and the White House. Origination: Capitol Hill. 

Correspondents/analyst/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Major Garrett (CBS News 

Washington); Paula Reid (White House); Terry Sullivan (CBS News political contributor, CBS News Washington); 

Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); and Weijia Jiang 

(White House).  

 

01/25/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (03:28 – 03:29p): chyron ID: 

President Trump’s Defense Team Concludes First Day Of Arguments – the abbreviated Saturday session of the 

Senate Impeachment Trial has concluded. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondent: Norah O’Donnell 

(anchor, CBS News Washington).  

 

01/27/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 03:14p): initial chyron 

ID: Soon: President Trump’s Defense Team To Begin Second Day Of Arguments – live coverage of the second day 

of rebuttals by President Trump’s defense team in the Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes correspondents’ 

commentary, including a report on former National Security Adviser John Bolton’s unpublished manuscript 

summarizing the Ukraine affair and the President’s tweet and response; (2) brief video excerpt of Senator Mitt 

Romney (R-UT) taking questions from the media about Mr. Bolton and the possibility of witnesses during the trial; 

(3) a report from Capitol Hill, including analysis by Major Garrett, Jan Crawford, and Jamal Simmons; (4) the 

President’s defense team begins their opening arguments, includes: Senate Trial Counsel Jay Sekulow, Senate Trial 

Counsel Ken Starr, and Senate Counsel Michael Purpura; (5) trial is adjourned for recess; (6) includes 

correspondents’ commentary and analysis by Reince Priebus; (7) Norah O’Donnell’s interview with Minnesota 

Democratic Senator and 2020 presidential candidate Amy Klobuchar from Capitol Hill; (8) reports from Capitol Hill 

and the White House, including Trump Administration reactions on the Senate Impeachment Trial and Mr. Bolton’s 

Ukraine claims. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analyst/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS 

News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Major Garrett (CBS News Washington); Jan Crawford (CBS 

News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News Washington); Reince Priebus (CBS News 

political analyst, CBS News Washington); and Weijia Jiang (White House). 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

01/27/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (09:10 – 09:12p): chyron ID: 

Trump’s Defense Team Concludes Second Day Of Arguments – the White House Counsel has concluded its second 

day of arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial of President Trump. Origination: CBS News Washington. 

Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill).  

 

01/28/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 03:01p): initial chyron 

ID: Soon: President Trump’s Defense Team To Begin Final Day Of Arguments – live coverage as the President’s 

Defense Team presents its third and final day of arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes: (1) 

correspondents’ commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill, and analysis provided by Terry Sullivan, Robby 

Mook, Kim Wehle, and Jonathan Turley; (2) Third and final day of opening arguments by the President’s defense 

team, includes: Lead Counsel Pat Cipollone, Senate Trial Counsel Patrick Philbin, and Senate Trial Counsel for 

President Trump Jay Sekulow; (3) trial is adjourned for recess; (4) correspondents’ commentary and analysis, 

including reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (5) Live coverage of the trial resumes with final arguments 

presented by Mr. Cipollone; (6) unanimous consent raised by Kentucky Republican Senator and Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell; (7) the trial is adjourned; (8) correspondents’ final commentary and analysis, including a report 

from Capitol Hill. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS 

News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Terry Sullivan (CBS News political contributor, CBS News 

Washington); Robby Mook (CBS News political contributor, CBS News Washington); Kim Wehle (CBS News 

legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); and 

Weijia Jiang (White House). 

 

01/29/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 04:00p): initial chyron 

ID: Senate To Begin 16-Hour Q&A Process – live coverage of the Senate Impeachment Trial, as Senators question 

House Managers and White House Counsel. The Senators will submit their written questions, to be read by Chief 

Justice of the United States John Roberts. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary, including a report 

from Capitol Hill, a graphic of President Trump’s morning tweet about witnesses, analysis provided by Lesley Stahl 

and John Dickerson, a report from the White House on the letter sent to John Bolton and his attorneys, sent by White 

House attorneys blocking publication of his upcoming book; (2) Question and Answer process in the Senate 

Impechment Trial (01:17 – 03:38p); (3) trial is adjourned for recess; (4) correspondents’ commentary, including a 

report from Capitol Hill, analysis provided by Jamal Simmons and Reince Priebus, and a report from the White 

House. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analyst/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 

Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Lesley Stahl (CBS News Washington); John Dickerson (CBS News 

Washington); Weijia Jiang (White House); Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News Washington); and 

Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington).  

 

01/30/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 03:30p): initial chyron 

ID: House Managers & Pres. Trump’s Counsel To Resume Q&A Process – live coverage of  day two of the Senate 

Impeachment Trial, as Senators question House Managers and White House Counsel. The Senators will submit their 

written questions, to be read by Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts. Coverage includes: (1) 

correspondents’ commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill and analysis by John Dickerson and Margaret 

Brennan; (2) question and answer process in the Senate Impeachment Trial (01:09-03:13p); (3) (IIP) for 

correspondents’ commentary, including reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (4) analysis by Robby Mook 

and Reince Priebus; (5) a report from Capitol Hill on Democratic Senators Jones and Manchin considering voting to 

acquit President Trump. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analyst/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, 

CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); John Dickerson (CBS News Washington); Margaret Brennan 

(CBS News Washington); Ben Tracy (White House); Robby Mook (CBS News political contributor, CBS News 

Washington); and Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington).  
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

01/31/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (01:00 – 01:45p) initial chyron ID: 

NYT: John Bolton Claims President Trump Directed Him To Pressure Ukraine For Information on Democrats – 

breaking news as the Senate begins the debate on the motion to call witnesses. Coverage includes: (1) 

correspondents’ commentary, including a report on The New York Times article on claims about Ukraine in former 

National Security Adviser John Bolton’s new book, that President Trump directed him as early as last May to help 

pressure Ukraine for damaging information on Democrats, including Joe Biden; (2) breaking news: a car tried to 

breech two security gates not far from Trump’s Mar-a-Lago Resort; (3) analysis provided by Margaret Brennan, 

Jonathan Turley, Reince Priebus and Jamal Simmons; (4) Trump’s read statement denying Mr. Bolton’s claims; (5) 

reports from Capitol Hill and the White House; (6) House Managers begin the debate on the motion to call 

witnesses: Lead House Manager Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) and House Manager Rep. Val Demings (D-FL) (01:19-

01:39p); (7) live coverage (IIP) for correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Origination: Capitol Hill. 

Correspondents/analysts/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Margaret Brennan (CBS 

News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Reince Priebus (CBS 

News political analyst, CBS News Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS News Washington); 

Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); and Weijia Jiang (White House). 

 

01/31/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (03:42 – 04:29p) initial chyron ID: 

Pres. Trump’s Counsel Patrick Philbin Debates Motion To Call Witnesses - live coverage as President Trump’s 

Counsel and the House Manager debate the motion to call witnesses. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ 

commentary; (2) Senate Trial Counsel For President Trump debates the motion to call witnesses: Senate Trial 

Counsel Patrick Philbin and Senate Trial Counsel Jay Sekulow (03:42-04:08p); (3) Lead House Manager Rep. 

Adam Schiff debates the motion to call witnesses (04:09-04:24p); (4) live coverage (IIP) for correspondents’ 

commentary and analysis by Margaret Brennan, Jonathan Turley, Reince Priebus and Jamal Simmons. Origination: 

Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts/contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Margaret 

Brennan (CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Reince 

Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington); and Jamal Simmons (CBS News contributor, CBS 

News Washington).  

 

01/31/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (05:38 – 05:50p) initial chyron ID: 

Vote Underway On Whether To Allow Witnesses & More Evidence – live coverage as Senators vote to decide on 

whether to allow witnesses and additional evidence in the Senate Impeachment Trial. Coverage includes: (1) 

correspondents’ commentary, including a report from Capitol Hill – includes split screen split screen coverage of the 

Senate Chamber as Senators cast votes; (2) continuing coverage of the senate vote, including voiceover 

commentary; (3) Chief Justice John Roberts reads the final vote count, with the motion to subpoena witnesses 

failing 51 - 49; (4) (JIP), Senate Minority Leader and New York Democratic Senator Chuck Schumer addresses the 

media from the Senate subway. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 

Washington); and Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill). 

 

In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs regarding President Trump’s proposed Mideast Peace Plan, 

CBS News provided the following live coverage: 

 

01/28/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (12:09 – 12:35p): initial chyron ID: President Trump To Announce Proposed 

Mideast Peace Plan – live coverage of President Trump’s announcement of his proposed plan for peace in the 

Middle East, with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in attendance. The Palestinians are rejecting the 

proposed plan and are calling for protests against it. Followed by a report from Tel Aviv. Origination: White House. 

Statement preceded by correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS 

News Washington); Major Garrett (CBS News Washington); and Seth Doane (Tel Aviv, Israel). 

 

 

* * * * * 
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FACE THE NATION 

 

02/02/20 Guests: Ambassador Robert O’Brien, National Security Adviser (1); Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), 

chairman, House Intelligence Committee (2) ; Pete Buttigieg, former mayor, South Bend, IN, 2020 Democratic 

Presidential candidate (3); Ronna McDaniel, chairwoman, Republican National Committee (4); Anthony Salvanto, 

CBS News Elections and Surveys director (5); Ed O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (6) 

 1) Topics include: China and the World Health Organization’s handling of the coronavirus outbreak / reaction to 

comments made by Secretary Wilbur Ross, on the economic effect of the coronavirus; National Security Council 

vetting of John Bolton’s book 

 2) Topics include: impeachment of President Trump / potential voting of Republican senators / potential subpoena 

of John Bolton 

 3) Topics include: Iowa caucus / Super Tuesday / diversity of candidates in the 2020 Democratic presidential 

nominee race 

 4) Topics include: President Trump’s 2020 re-election campaign / campaign fundraising / Michael Bloomberg’s 

campaign spending 

 5) Topics include: Democratic Presidential campaign / Iowa caucus 

 6) a report from Des Moines, IA about the Iowa caucus 

 

02/09/20 Guests include: Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 2020 Democratic presidential candidate (1); Pete Buttigieg, former 

mayor, South Bend, IN, 2020 Democratic presidential candidate (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), chairman, 

Senate Judiciary Committee (3); Ambassador Cui Tiankai, Chinese ambassador to the U.S. (4); Jeffrey Goldberg, 

The Atlantic (5), Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (5), Leslie Sanchez, CBS News political contributor (5), 

Jamal Hill, Hill.TV, CBS News political contributor (5) 

 1) Topics include: New Hampshire primary / effect of large donations on campaigns / Iowa caucus irregularities / 

Mr. Sanders’ “Medicare for All” plan 

 2) Topics include: New Hampshire primary; Mr. Buttigieg’s record as mayor of South Bend, IN 

 3) Topics include: investigating Joe and Hunter Biden’s activities in Ukraine / FISA court warrants / Rudy Giuliani 

in Ukraine / President Trump’s firing of Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman and Amb. Gordon Sondland 

 4) Topics include: coronavirus outbreak in China / China not accepting aid from the CDC / origins of the 

coronavirus outbreak / death of Dr. Li Wenliang / disappearance of Chen Qiushi; detention of Uighur peoples in 

Xinjiang 

 5) Topics include: detention of Uighur peoples in Xinjiang; FISA courts warrants; Mr. Trump’s retaliation after his 

impeachment acquittal; 2020 Democratic presidential campaign / President Trump’s reelection campaign / President 

Trump’s attempt to appeal to African-American voters 

 

02/16/20 Guests include: Dr. Anthony Fauci, director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (1); Senator John 

Kennedy (R-LA) (2); Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), 2020 Democratic presidential candidate (3); Tom Steyer, 

2020 Democratic Presidential candidate (4); Ed O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (5), Amy Walter, The 

Cook Political Report (5), Eliana Johnson, The Washington Free Beacon (5), Paula Reid, CBS News White House 

correspondent (5); Holly Williams, CBS News correspondent (6) 

 1) Topics include: Americans under coronavirus quarantine on a Japanese cruise ship / potential involvement of the 

CDC in China / WHO response to outbreak in China / potential vaccine manufacturers 

 2) Topics include: President Trump potentially interfering with Department of Justice cases / AG William Barr’s 

running of the Department of Justice; President Trump asking for investigations of Joe and Hunter Biden’s activities 

in Ukraine 

 3) Topics include: President Trump potentially interfering with Department of Justice cases; Nevada Democratic 

caucus / Mrs. Klobuchar’s appeal among immigrant voters; racial biases in the criminal justice system  

 4) Topics include: Nevada Democratic caucus / South Carolina Democratic primary / Mr. Steyer’s economic policy 

 5) Topics include: Michael Bloomberg joining the 2020 Democratic Presidential race / accusations of racism against 

Mr. Bloomberg from President Trump and others; comparison of Trump and Obama administration policy on 

migrants; Joe Biden’s appeal among voters / President Trump potentially interfering with Department of Justice 

cases 

 6) a report from Istanbul, Turkey about the refugee crisis in Syria 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

02/23/20 Guest include: Joe Biden, former Vice President, 2020 Democratic presidential candidate (1) (5); Robert O’Brien, 

National Security Adviser (2); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 2020 Democratic Presidential candidate (3); 

Anderson Cooper, 60 Minutes contributor (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections and Surveys director (4), Ed 

O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (4); Susan Page, USA Today (6), Lanhee Chen, Hoover Institution (6), 

Dan Balz, The Washington Post (6), Jamelle Bouie, The New York Times, CBS News political analyst (6) 

 1) Topics includes: South Carolina Democratic Primary; Trump Administration’s immigration policies; running 

against Senator Bernie Sanders / potential Russian election interference 

 2) Topics include: potential Russian election interference; the Taliban withdrawing from Afghan peace negotiations 

 3) Preview of Anderson Cooper’s interview with Senator Bernie Sanders for tonight’s 60 MINUTES 

 4) Topics include: South Carolina Democratic Primary / Joe Biden’s popularity among African-American voters / 

Senator Sanders’s lead in national polls / Senator Elizabeth Warren’s performance in debates  

 5) Topics include: the Taliban potentially signing an Afghan peace deal / limiting U.S. military intervention abroad 

6) Topics include: potential Russian election interference / South Carolina Democratic Primary / Senator Sanders’s 

appeals to his supporters; new Director of National Intelligence, Rick Grene 

 

60 MINUTES 

 

02/02/20 60 MINUTES SPECIAL EDITION 

“Frontotemporal Dementia” – a report on frontotemporal dementia, or FTD, the most common form of dementia 

among people under 60. FTD is always ultimately fatal and attacks the frontal lobe of the brain and manifests itself in 

patients slowly losing the ability to speak or make decisions and control impulses. Tracey Lind from Cleveland, a 

prominent preacher and civic leader, has slowly lost her ability to find the right words and will eventually lose the 

ability to speak completely. Mark Johnson suddenly stopped caring about the well-being of his wife and four children 

and now lives in an assisted living facility. Includes interviews with Reverend Tracey Lind; Lind’s spouse Emily 

Ingalls; Dr. Bruce Miller, the world’s leading expert on FTD; FTD patient Thomas Cox and his wife Lori; and Amy 

Johnson and her husband Mark, who has FTD. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman, Sara Kuzmarov) (OAD: 

05/05/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 09/15/19) 

 “Pleistocene Park” – a report on Sergey Zimov, a Russian geophysicist, who decades ago warned that frozen soil -- 

permafrost -- contained enough greenhouse gas to pose a threat to the climate if it ever melted. Now that global 

warming is thawing the Arctic permafrost, Zimov hopes to recreate the Ice Age in an area he named Pleistocene Park 

in Siberia. The Zimovs project aims to cool the permafrost by returning the land to its Ice Age appearance and reviving 

the extinct woolly mammoth using DNA. Interviewed: Sergey Zimov; Max Holmes, leading climate scientist and 

deputy director at the Woods Hole Research Center in Massachusetts; Nikita Zimov, Sergey’s son; George Church, 

geneticist at Harvard University, who is assisting the Zimovs. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) (OAD: 03/31/19; 

1st Rebroadcast: 07/07/19) 

 “John Green” – an interview/profile of writer John Green, best-selling author of numerous young adult novels. Green 

discusses his YouTube stardom, success, and mental illness (OCD and anxiety), a topic that his books attempt to 

destigmatize and normalize for teenagers. Includes interviews with: Sarah Urist Green, wife; five unidentified but 

self-labelled “nerd fighters,” young attendees at the VidCom conference created by Green; Hank Green, brother. (C: 

Jon Wertheim – P: Sarah Koch, Chrissy Jones) (OAD: 10/07/18; 1st Rebroadcast: 07/14/19) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

02/09/20 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Great Adventures” 

 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Great Adventures” 

 “Ultra Deep” – a report on Moab Khotsong, an ultra-deep gold mine in South Africa and how it is attracting a new 

kind of miner. Scientists who study extreme life have found organisms that survive and withstand these seemingly 

uninhabitable conditions.  Includes interviews with Leroy Lee, miner; Monga Kasongo, mine engineer; Tullis Onstott, 

Princeton geoscientist; Gaeton Borgonie, biologist; and Bernard Swanepoel, owner of Moab Khotsong. (C: Bill 

Whitaker – P: Heather Abbott) (OAD: 11/11/18 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “Fly Like An Eagle” – a profile of falconer Lauren McGough, a young woman from Oklahoma who travelled to the 

Mongolian steppe in Central Asia to learn the traditional ways of hunting with eagles from Kazakh nomads, 

themselves a dying breed. Includes interviews with Chukan, eagle hunter; and Ouni, eagle hunter. (C: Scott Pelley – 

P: Nicole Young, Katie Kerbstat) (OAD: 10/21/18 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “Easter Island” – a report on the Moai, the giant, human-like statues built hundreds of years ago on Easter Island, 

detailing the efforts to preserve the slowly disintegrating statues and the effects of tourism on the relationship the 

indigenous people, whose ancestors built the Moai, have with the statues. Includes interviews with Pedro Edmunds 

Paoa, the mayor of the only town on Easter Island; Jo Anne Van Tilburg, a professor of archaeology at the University 

of California, Los Angeles; and Cristan Moreno Pakarati, a historian and tour guide on the island. (C: Anderson 

Cooper – P: Keith Sharman) (OAD: 04/21/19 on 60 MINUTES) 

 (60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Great Adventures” OAD: 12/01/19, 8:30 – 9:30p) 

 

02/16/20 “A Continent On Fire” – a report on the Australian bush fires. While bush fires have always occurred in Australia, 

the scale is unprecedented. With the rise of poor air quality in cities and an estimated one billion animals killed, the 

fires impact the entire country. Scientists blame climate change for the extended fire season, saying the environment 

has become increasingly hot and dry at an alarming rate. Includes interviews with Marilyn Mills, bush fire victim; 

Greg Mullins, a fire captain; Joelle Gergis, climate scientist at the Australian National University; and Malcolm 

Turnbull, former Australian prime minister. (C: Holly Williams – P: Draggan Mihailovich, Jacqueline Williams) 

 “The Server” – a report on President Trump’s phone call to President Zelensky of Ukraine regarding a Democratic 

National Committee server, which ultimately led to his impeachment. After the 2016 election and Russian hack of 

DNC servers, U.S. intelligence agencies found the Russian government aided in Trump’s win. When the DNC 

submitted a copy of the server data to the FBI, Trump attempted to discredit the Senate Select Committee on 

Intelligence’s findings. The Republican-led Senate Intelligence Committee’s report on Russian interference was 

approved unanimously. Trump continues to deny any Russian involvement in his victory; he has since referred to this 

as the “Russian Hoax.’ Includes interviews with Ambassador Bill Taylor, who led the U.S. embassy in Ukraine; 

Andrea Kendall-Taylor, former deputy national intelligence officer and CIA Russia analyst; Senator Mark Warner, 

Democrat vice-chairman; and Robert Johnson, investigator of the DNC hack for CrowdStrike. (See also: 

“Investigating the President”, OAD: 02/17/19; “The Impeachment Inquiry”, OAD: 09/29/19; “The Impeachment 

Debate”, OAD: 10/06/19; and “The Russian Hack”, OAD: 11/24/19) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Maria Gavrilovic, Alex 

Ortiz) 

 “West Side Story” – a report on an updated production of the classic American musical West Side Story. Based on 

The groundbreaking 1957 musical, which itself is based on Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, it tells the story of two 

rival New York City Street gangs and a couple caught between the discord. This modern spin involves stripping down 

the original piece; there is no intermission and features a simple ‘black box’ performance space. A challenge to update 

due to its highly regarded status among musical lovers, the new musical attempts to meet expectations with a high 

performance quality – dances have been revamped to reflect street style and the cast reflects the city’s diversity. 

Includes interviews with Ivo Van Hove, director; Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker, choreographer; Scott Rudin, 

producer; Shereen Pimentel, who plays Maria; and Isaac Powell, who plays Tony. (See also: “Sondheim”, OAD: 

03/13/88; and "West Side Story", OAD: 12/14/97) (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Ruth Streeter, Kaylee Tully) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

02/23/20 “Bernie Sanders” – a profile of Bernie Sanders, the 78-year-old Vermont senator currently leading the polls for the 

Democratic presidential nomination. Sanders calls himself a Democratic socialist and maintains he’s had the same 

message since his start in politics. He believes in higher taxes for the wealthy and feels it would allow all Americans 

access to jobs, healthcare, and education. Many who oppose him feel Sanders has communist leanings. Sanders urges 

participation in the political process and his support comes mostly from young voters. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Andy 

Court, Evie Salomon) 

 “298 Counts of Murder” – a report on the downing of Malaysia Flight 17. Six years ago, a missile took the aircraft 

down over Ukraine, killing 298 people on the flight traveling from Amsterdam to Malaysia. The Dutch found the 

crash unsettling – a small country, most people knew someone connected to the tragic event. Using civilian internet 

investigators, the authorities found the location from where the missile was shot: the Russian town of Kursk. Phone 

calls discussing the plane were also intercepted between Russia and their allies, and an eyewitness to the missile launch 

is set to come forward. The trial begins in the Netherlands next month for four men believed to be involved. Includes 

interviews with Samira Calehr, whose sons died; Mika Calehr, whose brothers died; Piet Ploeg, whose brother died; 

Andy Kraag, lead investigator for the Netherlands; Fred Westerbeke, chief prosecutor; Eliot Higgins, online detective; 

and Igor Girkin, a retired colonel who was in charge of the pro-Russia militia in Ukraine.  (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry 

Schuster) 

 “Vision of Music” – a profile of Matthew Whitaker. Whitaker, a blind jazz pianist, has been called a prodigy and has 

performed globally since the age of 11. His parents say he always had an ear for music, playing at an advanced level 

without being taught. After a complicated birth, Whitaker underwent eleven surgeries in an attempt to restore his 

eyesight with no success. With the help of teacher Dalia Sakas, a classically trained concert pianist and director of 

music at a school for the visually impaired, Whitaker learned to hone his skills. Neuroscientists have studied his MRIs 

to find a link between brain simulation and creativity. Includes Moses Whitaker, Matthew’s father; May Whitaker, 

Matthew’s mother; Dalia Sakas, director of music studies at the Filomen M. D’Agostino Greenberg Music School in 

New York City; and Dr. Charles Limb, a surgeon and neuroscientist. (Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Katy Textor) 

 The Mail – selected viewer comments on “The Server” (OAD: 02/16/20) 

 

48 HOURS 

 

02/01/20 48 HOURS: “The Death of Todd Stermer” – Linda Stermer, a Michigan woman accused of setting fire to her family 

home and murdering her husband, Todd Stermer, speaks out for the first time. On January 7, 2007, the Stermers’s 

house caught fire. Linda got out safely and went to the family’s van to get help. Todd made it out of the house but was 

horribly burned. After escaping the fire, Todd was run over by Linda. Though Linda maintains it was an accident, 

investigators were suspicious of her account. After the death of Todd Stermer, allegations of domestic abuse, battles 

over money, and accusations Linda was having an affair surfaced. In June 2009, Linda was charged with arson and 

murder. On January 5, 2010, Linda went on trial and maintained she doesn’t know how the fire started, and the running 

over of her husband was an accident. Prosecutors built their case on circumstantial evidence focusing on Linda’s 

actions before and after the fire. Her sons testified that on the day of the murder she pushed them out of the house and 

believe she drugged their father. A former friend of Linda’s testified she was having an affair with a co-worker. Linda 

was convicted of arson and murder and sentenced to life without parole. After serving 5 years, her appeal was denied 

in the Michigan Supreme Court. In 2016, her new attorney submitted her amended petition to the Federal Courts, 

blaming her conviction on her trial attorney’s decision to not hire a fire expert. In 2018, a Federal Judge Tarnow held 

Linda’s evidentiary hearing and two months later issued his ruling; after serving almost nine years in prison, Linda 

was released and her conviction overturned. The Michigan State Attorney General is appealing the Federal Court 

decision. Linda attended her hearing on December 3, 2019 and is currently awaiting the Federal Court’s decision. On-

screen text graphic: FORTY-EIGHT HOURS will bring you the Federal Court’s decision as soon as it’s handed 

down. Interviewed: Linda Stermer, wife and convicted murder of Todd Stermer; Trevor and Trenton Stermer, Todd 

and Linda’s sons; Cory Pierce, Linda’s nephew; Brittany and Ashley Gibson, Linda’s daughters; Marti Bakhuyzen, 

Linda’s mom; Jeffrey Getting, Linda’s trial attorney; Stephen Berry, Kate Fox’s brother; Robert Trenkle, fire 

investigator; Wolfgang Mueller, Linda’s attorney. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Judy Rybak) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

02/08/20 48 HOURS: “Karrie’s Choice” (9:00 – 10:00p) – a report on the death of Michele Neurauter – a parent in the midst 

of a bitter custody battle who was possibly killed by her daughter. In 2017, Michele Neurauter was found hanging in 

her home in Corning, New York in what appeared to be a suicide. Police were troubled because a rope mark was found 

on her chin. Michele’s mother, Jeanne Laundy, pointed the finger at Michele’s ex-husband, Lloyd Neurauter, though 

he was in California at the time. Police later learned he stopped less than 100 miles away from the crime scene before 

he flew to California, after helping his daughter Karrie move into an apartment in Rochester, NY. Police began 

listening in to their conversations, which led to the father and daughter being charged with murder months later. 

Michele had accused Lloyd of trying to turn Karrie against her. Police believed Karrie was manipulated and 

brainwashed. Karrie pleaded guilty to second-degree murder charges. Weeks before the trial, Lloyd plead guilty and 

was sentenced to life without parole. The District Attorney had Karrie’s charges reduced to second-degree 

manslaughter and she was sentenced to 1-3 years in prison. On-screen text graphic: Shortly after her sentencing in 

December 2018, Karrie Neurauter went before the parole board. Her parole application was denied. Karrie will be 

eligible to apply again in February 2020. On-screen text graphic for the 02/08/20 rebroadcast: Karrie Neurauter 

was released from prison on parole on January 16, 2020. Interviewed: Jeanne Laundy, Michele’s mother; Brooks 

Baker, Steuben County District Attorney; Cynthia and Mina Raj, mother and daughter/friends of the Neurauter’s; 

Susan Betzjitomir, Michele’s divorce attorney; Jon McDivitt, Corning Police Sergeant; Jeff Spaulding, Corning Police 

Chief; Jeff Heverly, Lieutenant, Corning Police; James Volpe, Investigator, Corning Police. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: 

Christopher Gidez) (OAD: 03/23/19) 

 

02/08/20 48 HOURS: “The Case Against Ezra McCandless” (10:00- 11:00p) – an investigation into the 2018 death of Alex 

Woodworth. On March 22, 2018, Ezra McCandless appeared at the home of dairy farmer Don Sipple, near Eau Claire, 

Wisconsin. Ezra claimed she was a victim of assault and Sipple called 911. Ezra’s details were hazy at first, but 

eventually named ex-boyfriend Alex Woodworth as her attacker. Police discovered Woodworth’s body on a deserted 

road near the dairy farm. Ezra told investigators Alex carved the word “boy’ into her arm and then attacked her. The 

evidence did not match Ezra’s account. Ezra was arrested and charged with first-degree intentional homicide. At the 

trial, Ezra took the stand in her own defense and tried to portray herself as a meek and timid young woman incapable 

of murder. Prosecutors believed Ezra committed the crime to attract the attention of her former boyfriend, Jason 

Mengel. Ezra is found guilty of first-degree intentional homicide and sentenced to life in prison. Ezra must serve a 

minimum of 50-years before she is eligible for release. Interviewed: Don Sipple, dairy farmer; Andrea Nodolf, Dunn 

County District Attorney; Jason Mengel, Ezra’s ex-boyfriend; Marv Woodworth, Alex’s grandfather; John 

Woodworth, Alex’s father; Detective Ryan Prock, Eau Claire Police Department; Julia Post, Ezra’s childhood friend; 

Woman #3, juror. (C: Jamie Yuccas – P: Jonathan Leach, Paul LaRosa) 

 

02/15/20 48 HOURS: “The Plot to Kill Dr. Sievers” – a follow-up to “Eleven Hundred Miles to Murder” (OAD: 02/18/17), 

a report on the 2015 murder of Dr. Teresa Sievers, murdered in her Bonita Springs, Florida home and the subsequent 

investigation. Police initially suspected her husband Mark Sievers, but he had an airtight alibi. A tip led police on a 

1,100-mile trek that took the case in an unexpected direction. Mark Sievers believed there might be a tie to other 

suspicious deaths of doctors around the country.  Eventually, Mark Sievers became a person of interest. Two months 

after the murder, police arrested two men in Missouri and charged them with Dr. Sievers’s murder: Curtis Wayne 

Wright and Jimmy Ray Rogers traveled from Missouri to Florida and murdered Dr. Sievers.  Wright, a close friend 

of Mark Sievers, told police that Mark had taken out five life insurance policies on Dr. Sievers, had an open 

marriage, money problems, and other serious issues. Eight months after the murder, Wright admitted to killing Dr. 

Sievers and accused Mark Sievers of being the mastermind behind the crime. Mark Sievers was then charged with 

the murder of his wife. Curtis Wayne Wright plead guilty to the second-degree murder of Teresa Sievers and 

testified that it was Mark’s idea to kill Teresa.  In exchange for his testimony, he will serve 25-years in prison. In 

October 2019, Rodgers went on trial and was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to life in prison. A 

month later while still maintain his innocence, Mark Sievers went on trial and was convicted of first-degree murder 

in the death of his wife. In addition to the guilty verdict, the jury asked the judge to sentence Sievers to death. On 

January 3, 2020, Mark Sievers was sentenced to death. On-screen text graphic: The Sievers daughters, now 

teenagers, are being raised by Teresa’s family. The judge denied Mark Sievers’ request for a new trial. Interviewed: 

Jessica Lipscomb, crime reporter, Naples Daily News; Sandra Hoskins, Dr. Sievers’s medical assistant; Connie 

Reiss Landy, Mark Sievers’s stepsister; Jennie Weckelman, Mark Sievers’s stepmother; Frank Pais, Dr. Sievers’s 

co-worker; Greg Bolin, childhood friend of Mark Siever and Curtis Wayne Wright; Tyler Juliette and Jeff Conway, 

Jimmy Ray Rodgers bosses. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Marcelena Spencer, Susan Mallie, Lisa Freed) (See also: 48 

HOURS: “Eleven Hundred Miles to Murder”, OAD: 02/18/17; 1st rebroadcast: 08/12/17) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

02/22/20 48 HOURS: “In Jason’s Name” (9:00 - 10:00p) – a report on the 2015 death of Jason Corbett, an Irish 

businessman, killed by his American au-pair-turned-wife and her father. After his wife died, Corbett hired American 

Molly Martens to care for his children. Their relationship soon turned romantic and they married, moving to the 

United States. Tracy Lynch, Corbett’s sister, says that before his death, Jason professed his unhappiness in the 

marriage. She believes Molly acted in fear of the family’s separation. Both Molly and her father, former FBI agent 

Tom Martens, maintain Jason had become abusive and they acted in self-defense when he tried to strangle Molly 

during an argument. The prosecution said it was murder. They were both convicted of second-degree murder in 

2017, but have maintained their innocence. Lynch and the children went back to Ireland. In 2019, the state appeals 

court moved to allow oral arguments in the case. Lynch waits for the appeals court’s decision and has written a book 

about the case. On-screen text graphic for 08/17/19 rebroadcast: A wrongful death lawsuit on behalf of Jason's 

children was settled by Tom Martens. There was no admission of wrongdoing by Tom or Molly. On-screen text 

graphic for 02/22/20 rebroadcast: On February 4, 2020, the North Carolina Court of Appeals reversed Tom and 

Molly’s convictions and ordered a new trial. They remain in prison. A wrongful death lawsuit on behalf of Jason's 

children was settled by Tom Martens. There was no admission of wrongdoing by Tom or Molly. Interviewed: Tracy 

Lynch, Jason’s sister; Wayne Corbett, Jason’s twin brother; Lynn Shanahan, Jason’s long-time friend; Mike Earnest, 

Molly’s uncle; Paul Dillon, Jason’s best friend; Keith Maginn, Molly’s former fiancé; Connor Martens, Molly’s 

brother; Assistant District Attorney Alan Martin, Davidson County, North Carolina. (C: Maureen Maher – P: Susan 

Mallie, Jennifer Terker) (OAD: 04/20/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 08/17/19) 

 

02/22/20 48 HOURS: “The Life and Death of Amie Harwick” (10:00 - 11:00p) – a report on the death of Hollywood 

family therapist and author, Amie Harwick. On the morning of February 15, Los Angeles police responded to a call 

of a “women screaming;” they found 38-year-old Harwick lying unresponsive beneath the third-floor balcony of her 

home. Police found evidence of a struggle and forced entry. The cause of death was ruled to be blunt force injuries 

to the head and torso, with medical examiners finding evidence of strangulation. Harwick’s friends led investigators 

to her ex-boyfriend, Gareth Pursehouse. After dating in 2011, the relationship allegedly turned abusive. In 2012, a 

restraining order was filed against Pursehouse by Harwick. At the time of her death, the restraining order against 

Pursehouse had expired. Four days after Harwick’s death, Pursehouse was charged with one count of murder and 

first-degree residential burglary with a special circumstance allegation of lying in wait. He could face a minimum 

sentence of life in prison without the possibility of parole, and possibly the death penalty. He has not yet entered a 

plea. The death of Harwick, who was once romantically linked to THE PRICE IS RIGHT host Drew Carey, has put 

a spotlight on domestic abuse. This broadcast also contains follow-up interviews with stalking victims Peggy and 

Katherine, both former 48 HOURS subjects. On-screen text graphic: Amie’s parents, Penny and Tom Harwick, 

provided this statement: “We are heartbroken. We lost a daughter, but the world lost one incredible woman. We 

would like to thank Amie’s amazing friends for all of their support. We consider them our family.” Learn more 

about stalking, what you can do to prevent it and what you can do if you’re being stalked. Go to 48hours.com. 

Interviewed: Robert Coshland, Amie’s best friend; Moushumi Ghose, therapist, friend and mentor of Amie’s; 

Hernando Chaves, therapist, friend of Amie’s; Ashley Williss, friend of Amie’s; Kris Mohandie, forensic 

psychologist; Glenn Francis, photographer, friend of Gareth’s; Rudy Torres, friend of Amie and Gareth’s; Danny 

Beck, Amie’s ex-boyfriend; Peggy and Katherine, stalking victims; Supervisor Detective Eric Reade, Los Angeles 

Police Department’s Threat Management Unit; Jessica Everleth, true-crime television Executive Producer. (See 

also: 48 HOURS: “Stalking: Out of the Shadows” (9:00-10:00p) and “Stalked” (10:00-11:00p), OAD: 02/25/17; 1st 

Rebroadcast: 09/09/17) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: James Stolz, Liza Finley, Paul LaRosa, Susan Mallie) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

02/29/20 48 HOURS: “Find Yura – Manhunt On The Dark Web” – a report on global hunt to track down Yura, the 

mastermind behind several hitman-for-hire websites, and the alleged plot to kill Alexis Stern. In July 2018, police 

informed Big Lake, Minnesota teen Alexis Stern that someone had gone dark web looking to have her killed. In 

2017, 48 HOURS began investigating murder-for-hire websites and using information from sources to tip authorities 

leading to arrests, convictions and prison terms. The hunt for “Yura,” whose identity and location is unknown, has 

led 48 HOURS to England, India, and the Eastern European country of Moldova and eventually culminated in an 

encounter in Queens, NY. Alexis believes ex-boyfriend Adrian Fry paid Yura for her murder. Alexis, then fifteen 

years-old, met twenty year-old Adrian online and began a relationship with him. After meeting, Alexis felt Adrian 

was controlling; after two years of dating the relationship ended. After finding out Alexis had a new boyfriend, he 

sent threating messages. 48 HOURS searched for Adrian in London. With the help of Lisa, a dark web intelligence 

analyst, 48 HOURS continues its search. Last November, Alexis received a letter from the FBI, stating that her case 

was closed because the “United States Attorney’s Office has declined to prosecute.” Interviewed: Alexis Stern, dark 

web murder-for-hire victim; Lisa, dark web intelligence analyst, CBS News consultant; Chris Monteiro, dark web 

hacker; Sergeant Daniel Murray, Woodridge, Illinois Police Department; Detective Michael Ulrey, Clarksville, 

Tennessee Police Department; Sydney Minor, dark web murder-for-hire victim; Ilan Funke-Bilu, Beau Brigham’s 

defense attorney; Arshad Zargar, producer, 48 HOURS; Santosh Sharma, marketing specialist; Man #1, suspected of 

being “Yura”. On-screen text graphic: FORTY-EIGHT HOURS has alerted the NYPD to the new developments in 

our dark web investigation. (See also: 48 HOURS: “Murder on the Dark Web” (9:00 – 10:00p) and “Click For A 

Killer” (10:00 – 11:00p), OAD: 09/29/18) (C: Peter Van Sant – no producers listed.) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS  

 

02/04/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: STATE OF THE UNION – live coverage of President Donald Trump’s State 

of the Union Address to a joint session of Congress. Includes: (1) President Trump’s address. Preceded and followed 

by Correspondents’ commentary. (2) Democratic Response: Governor Gretchen Whitmer (D - Michigan). Followed 

by Correspondents’ commentary. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, Washington, D.C. studio); John 

Dickerson (D.C. studio); Margaret Brennan (D.C. studio); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Ben Tracy (White House); 

Ed O’Keefe (Manchester, NH). 

 

In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs regarding the impeachment hearings, CBS News provided the 

following live coverage: 

 

02/03/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (11:00a – 12:15p) - initial chyron 

ID: Soon: House Managers & Pres. Trump’s Counsel Present Closing Arguments – live coverage of the Senate 

Impeachment Trial of President Donald Trump. The House Managers and White House Counsel will each have two 

hours to present closing arguments. Coverage includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary and analysis, with reports 

from Capitol Hill and the White House - includes split screen video footage (no audio) of Senate Chambers; (2) live 

coverage of the Senate Impeachment trial, with House Managers presenting closing arguments: Rep. Jason Crow 

(D-CO); Rep. Val Demings (D-FL); Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY); Lead House Manager Rep. Adam Schiff (D-

CA); (3) Trial is adjourned for recess, with correspondents’ commentary and analysis including reports from the 

White House and Capitol Hill. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell 

(anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Paula Reid (CBS News Washington); former 

Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) (CBS News contributor); Jonathan Turley (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News 

Washington); Weijia Jiang (White House). 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

02/03/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (12:52 – 03:14p) - initial chyron 

ID: President Trump’s Counsel Presents Closing Arguments – live coverage of White House Counsel’s presentation 

of closing arguments in the Senate Impeachment Trial of President Trump. Coverage includes: (1) trial resumes, 

with White House Counsel presenting closing arguments: Lead Senate Trial Counsel Pat Cipollone; Senate Trial 

Counsel Ken Starr; Senate Trial Counsel Michael Purpura; Senate Trial Counsel Patrick Philbin; Senate Trial 

Counsel Jay Sekulow; (2) House Managers present closing arguments: House Manager Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA); 

House Manager Rep. Sylvia Garcia (D-TX); House Manager Rep. Jason Crow (D-CO); House Manager Val 

Demings (D-FL); House Manager Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY); Lead House Manager Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA); 

(3) trial is adjourned, including correspondents’ commentary and analysis with reports from Capitol Hill and the 

White House. Origination: Capitol Hill. Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 

Washington); Former Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) (CBS News contributor, CBS News Washington); Jonathan Turley 

(CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); Kim Wehle (CBS News legal analyst, CBS News Washington); 

Jamal Simmons (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Paula Reid 

(White House). 

 

02/05/20  CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: THE SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL (04:01 – 05:00p) - initial chyron 

ID: Lawmakers To Hold Final Vote On Articles Of Impeachment – live coverage as the United States Senate’s final 

vote on the articles of impeachment against President Donald Trump: abuse of power and obstruction of congress. 

This is the third time in American history that the Senate will vote to remove a president from office. In order for 

President Trump to be removed from office, 2/3 or 67 of the 100 Senators would need to vote yes. Coverage 

includes: (1) correspondents’ commentary and analysis including reports that Utah Republican Senator Mitt Romney 

will vote to remove President Trump from office; West Virginia Democratic Senator Joe Manchin and Alabama 

Democratic Senator Doug Jones will vote to remove President Trump from office; with reports from Capitol Hill 

and the White House; (2) trial resumes; reading of Article 1 (Abuse of Power) and roll call vote; (3) Chief Justice of 

the United States John Roberts reads the verdict of not guilty as charged in the first article of impeachment; (4) 

reading of Article 2 (Obstruction of Congress) and roll call vote; (5) Chief Justice Roberts reads the verdict of not 

guilty as charged in the second article of impeachment; (6) President Trump is acquitted of charges in both articles 

of impeachment; (7) Senate Clerk reads an order sent to the desk by the Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 

(R-KY); (8) McConnell addresses the Senate floor and presents the Chief Justice Roberts with the golden gavel; (9) 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) address the Senate floor; (10) Chief Justice Roberts addresses 

Senate floor; (11) trial is adjourned, includes correspondents’ commentary and analysis with a report from the White 

House with a reaction from the Trump/Pence campaign and a report from Capitol Hill. Origination: Capitol Hill. 

Correspondents/analysts/contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Capitol 

Hill); Major Garrett (White House); John Dickerson (CBS News Washington); Margaret Brennan (CBS News 

Washington); Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, CBS News Washington); Joel Payne (CBS News 

political contributor, CBS News Washington). 

 

02/06/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (12:17 – 01:31p) – initial chyron ID: President Trump To Deliver Remarks After 

Acquittal On Articles Of Impeachment – live coverage of President Trump’s scheduled remarks after he was 

acquitted Wednesday by the Senate on two articles of impeachment. The President expressed no contrition and 

called Democratic leaders ‘vicious and mean’. Coverage includes: (1) Commentary from O’Donnell, Garrett, and 

Tracy, including recorded footage (no audio) of this morning’s National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, DC, of 

Mr. Trump holding up copies of newspapers with banner headlines about his acquittal; (2) The President’s remarks; 

(3) Correspondents’ commentary, including: a report from Capitol Hill on House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s weekly 

press briefing from this morning, which includes a recorded excerpt; a report from the East Room; and news that the 

Democratic chairman calls on the Iowa Democratic Party to begin a recanvas of caucus results. Origination: White 

House East Room. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Major Garrett (CBS News 

Washington); Ben Tracy (White House East Room); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill). 
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CBS NEWS CAMPAIGN 2020 

 

02/25/20 CBS NEWS: DEMOCRATIC DEBATE 2020 (8:00 – 10:08p) - live coverage of the debate between seven of the 

eight candidates for the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination. This debate is the last before the South Carolina 

primary and Super Tuesday. Participants: former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg; former South Bend, 

Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg; Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren; Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders; former 

Vice President Joe Biden; Minnesota Senator Amy Klobuchar; and businessman Tom Steyer. Origination: Gaillard 

Center, Charleston, SC. Moderators: Norah O’Donnell (anchor and managing editor, CBS EVENING NEWS); 

Gayle King (co-host, CBS THIS MORNING). Panelists: Margaret Brennan (moderator, FACE THE NATION, CBS 

News senior foreign affairs correspondent); Major Garrett, CBS News chief Washington correspondent); and Bill 

Whitaker (correspondent, 60 MINUTES). 

 

02/25/20 CBS NEWS: DEMOCRATIC DEBATE 2020: CBSN IN THE SPIN ROOM (10:08 – 11:00p) – special live 

coverage following the conclusion of the tenth Democratic primary debate. Includes panel discussions and analysis 

of the debate, interspersed between interviews with some of the 2020 Democratic presidential candidates: Minnesota 

Senator Amy Klobuchar; former Vice President Joe Biden; Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders; Massachusetts Senator 

Elizabeth Warren; and businessman Tom Steyer. Origination: Charleston, SC. Correspondents / contributor: Elaine 

Quijano (anchor, CBSN); Ed O’Keefe (CBS News political correspondent); Caitlin Huey-Burns (CBSN political 

reporter); Antjuan Seawright (CBS News political contributor, Democratic strategist); and Major Garrett (CBS 

News chief Washington correspondent). 

 

* * * * * 
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FACE THE NATION 

 

03/01/20 Guests: Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections and Surveys director (1) (6); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 2020 

Democratic presidential candidate (2); Alex Azar, Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) (4); Mike 

Pompeo, Secretary of State (5); Ed O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (6); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 

Commissioner (7); Michael Crowley, The New York Times (8); Edward Wong, The New York Times (8) 

 Guest Interviewer: Scott Pelley, 60 MINUTES correspondent (3) 

 1) Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden’s win in last night’s South Carolina primary 

 2) Topics include: 2020 Democratic presidential primary / Super Tuesday / running against Joe Biden; Mr. Sanders’ 

disagreement with the pro-Israel lobby AIPAC; his foreign policy views 

3) a brief videotaped excerpt of Mr. Pelley’s interview with Democratic presidential candidate Michael Bloomberg 

for tonight’s 60 MINUTES 

 4) Topics include: spread of the coronavirus in the U.S. / potential panic among Americans / whistleblower 

complaint against HHS / potential disruptions to medical supply chains 

 5) Topics Include: timeline for U.S. troop withdrawal from Afghanistan / potential negotiations between President 

Trump and the Taliban / potential release of captured Taliban fighters / transparency with Congress 

 6) Topics include: 2020 Democratic presidential primary / Super Tuesday / enthusiasm among Sanders supporters / 

Michael Bloomberg’s campaign spending  

 7) Topics include: the Trump administration’s handling of the coronavirus outbreak / potential coronavirus treatment 

or vaccine 

 8) Topics include: Representative John Ratcliffe’s nomination as Nation Intelligence director / China’s transparency 

about the coronavirus / President Trump’s credibility in handling the coronavirus outbreak 

  

03/08/20 Guests: Governor Jay Inslee (D-WA) (1); Charlie D’Agata, CBS News foreign correspondent (2); Senator Chris 

Murphy (D-CT), Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee (4); Dr. Jerome Adams, U.S. Surgeon General 

(5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); Amy Walters, The Cook Political Report (7); Dan Balz, The 

Washington Post (7); Joel Payne, CBS News contributor (7); Leslie Sanchez, CBS News political contributor (7) 

 Guest Interviewer: Dr. John LaPook, CBS News chief medical correspondent (3) 

 1) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – Topics include: coronavirus cases in Seattle and greater Washington State 

/ federal government response to outbreak / social distancing policy / potential quarantine measures / strain on the 

public health system / comments from Vice President Pence and President Trump 

 2) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – a report from Rome on the quarantine in place in Italy 

 3) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – a videotaped excerpt of Dr. LaPook’s interview with Dr. Anthony Fauci 

of the National Institute of Health for tonight’s 60 MINUTES 

 4) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – Topics include: lack of testing resources in Connecticut / potential school 

and business closures / Secretary Pompeo’s criticism of the Chinese government; President Trump’s negotiations 

with the Taliban 

 5) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – Topics include: Princess Cruise ships arriving in California / potential 

isolation of infected at military bases / advice to high-risk demographics / states’ response to outbreaks / HIV 

outbreak in Indiana under Vice President Pence 

 6) “Coronavirus: The Race to Respond” – Topics include: potential quarantines in the U.S. / Trump administration 

outbreak plans / deadliness compared to seasonal flu / recovery rates in South Korea 

 7) Topics include: 2020 Democratic Presidential primary / Joe Biden’s Super Tuesday wins / African-American 

voter preferences; President Trump’s reelection efforts; potential Social Security and Medicare cuts 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

03/15/20 Coronavirus: The Race to Respond 

Guests: Paula Reid, CBS News White House correspondent (1); Meg Oliver, CBS News correspondent (2); 

Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (3); Dr. Anthony Fauci, director, National Institute of 

Allergy and Infectious Diseases (4); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (5); Larry Kudlow, director, 

National Economic Council (6); Brian Moynihan, CEO, Bank of America (7); Kris Van Cleave, CBS News 

transportation correspondent (8) 

 1) a report on President Trump being tested for coronavirus 

 2) a report from New Rochelle, NY on the quarantined areas in New Rochelle, NY and Washington State 

 3) a report from London on quarantined European cities 

 4) Topics include: coronavirus infection rates / U.S. response to coronavirus / coronavirus mortality rate / travel 

restrictions / social distancing / New Rochelle, NY quarantine / possibility of medical supply shortages / effects of 

coronavirus on children / availability of test kits 

 5) Topics include: availability of test kits / possibility of hospital room shortages / potential quarantines of more 

cities / social distancing / possibility of medical supply shortages 

 6) Topics include: paid leave bill passed by the House / corporate paid leave / availability of groceries / potential 

layoffs / potential travel industry bailout / Russian and Saudi Arabian oil production 

 7) Topics include: possibility of a financial crisis / deferred mortgage and credit card payments / consumer 

confidence / lowered consumer spending / predictions of a recession / potential travel industry bailout 

 8) Topics include: coronavirus impact on the airline industry / crowding at airports / potential domestic travel 

restrictions / keeping subways open in cities 

 

03/22/20 Coronavirus: The Race to Respond 

Guests: Jamie Yuccas, CBS News correspondent (1); Nancy Cordes, CBS News chief Congressional correspondent 

(2); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (3); Dr. Anthony Fauci, director, National Institute 

of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (4); Gary Cohn, former director, National Economic Council (5); Dr. Scott 

Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); Richard J. Pollack, president & CEO, American Hospitals Association (7); 

Frederick K. Smith, chairman & CEO, FedEx (8); Kris Van Cleave, CBS News transportation correspondent (9); 

John Dickerson, 60 MINUTES correspondent (10) 

 1) a report from Los Angeles on the stay-at-home restrictions in several states 

 2) a report from Capitol Hill on economic rescue package negotiations in Congress 

 3) a report from London on the world-wide impact of the pandemic 

 4) Topics include: coronavirus infection rates in the U.S. / potential viral mutation / effects of coronavirus on 

younger people / companies volunteering to make personal protective equipment (PPE) / potential PPE shortages / 

disagreement with President Trump over drug treatment 

 5) Topics include: economic rescue package negotiations in Congress / potential economic impact of coronavirus / 

lost wages for the self-employed / potential financial crisis 

 6) Topics include: infection mitigation plans / states’ responses to outbreaks / potential drug treatments / potential 

coronavirus vaccine 

 7) Topics include: emergency funding for hospitals / delaying elective surgeries / need for ventilators and PPE 

 8) Topics include: increases in shipping business / difficulties in international shipping / protecting delivery workers 

and customers from coronavirus  

 9) Topics include: potential bailout of hotel and aviation industries / potential suspension of international and 

domestic flights 

 10) “Reporter’s Handbook” – a report on presidential leadership in times of national crisis 

  



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

MARCH 2020 

         Page 3 of 9 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

03/29/20 Coronavirus: The Race to Respond 

Guests: Mark Strassman, CBS News correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent 

(2); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (3); Secretary Steve Mnuchin, Department of the Treasury (4); 

Governor John Bel Edwards (D-LA) (5); Dr. Gianrico Farrugia, president and CEO, Mayo Clinic (6); Dr. David 

Heymann, special adviser, World Health Organization (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on the overtaxed healthcare system in states and shortages of personal protective equipment 

(PPE) and ventilators 

 2) a report from the U.K. on coronavirus infections internationally 

 3) Topics include: possible coronavirus death toll in the U.S. / potential White House order to loosen quarantine and 

isolation restrictions / effectiveness of homemade masks / speed of the FDA in approving new testing kits and mask 

sterilization guidelines 

 4) Topics include: $1,200 stimulus checks being sent to Americans / potential effects of the economic relief package 

/ oversight of corporations receiving aid / potential unemployment levels 

 5) Topics include: possible shortage of ventilators and PPE in Louisiana / effectiveness of economic relief package / 

decision not to cancel Mardi Gras festivities  

 6) Topics include: shortage of ventilators and hospital beds nationally / potential effectiveness of antibody 

symptoms / possible use on contact tracing in the U.S. / new coronavirus testing methods in development 

 7) Topics include: comparing the effects of the coronavirus in the U.S. and abroad / effectiveness of early mitigation 

strategies in Asia / loss of taste and smell as a symptom / possible immunity following infection / disease 

transmission between humans and animals / China closing borders to foreign entry 

 

60 MINUTES 

 

03/01/20 “Mike Bloomberg” – an interview/profile of former New York City Mayor and Democratic presidential candidate 

Mike Bloomberg. The 78- year-old is the ninth richest person in the world and has spent nearly $500 million on his 

campaign so far. Bloomberg, a latecomer to the race, believes his pragmatic approach and strategies would differ from 

Trump. He also hopes to overcome controversy surrounding his stop and frisk policy and allegations from his female 

employees. (See also: “Protecting New York”, OAD: 03/23/03; “The Impossible Dream?”, OAD: 04/27/03; “Tunnel 

Number Three”, OAD: 04/24/05; “The Billionaire”, OAD: 04/24/11; “Bloomberg”, OAD: 04/23/17) (C: Scott Pelley 

– P: Maria Gavrilovic) 

 “The Trial of a Navy Seal” – an interview with Edward Gallagher. The decorated Navy SEAL faced life in prison 

for crimes committed at war in Iraq, though he was acquitted after intervention from President Trump. Answering 

questions for the first time, Gallagher discusses people’s varied perceptions of him and the events leading up to this 

highly publicized controversy. Includes interviews with Tim Parlatore, Gallagher’s lawyer; Andrea Gallagher, his 

wife; and Marc Mukasey, an attorney for the Trump Organization who joined Gallagher’s defense team. (C: David 

Martin – P: Mary Walsh)  

“Array Of Hope” – a report on Category 5 hurricanes in the Bahamas. Scientists say the increase in the devastating 

storms is due to climate change. Though costly to install, solar power energy can help slow the changing weather 

patterns. Includes interviews with Vernon Malone, a resident of Hope Town; Brian Malone, Vernon’s son; Matt 

Winslow, a seasonal resident; Hubert Minnis, Bahamian Prime Minister; Chris Burgess and Justin Locke, who run the 

Islands Energy Program; Burlington Strachan, engineer; and Whitney Heastie, CEO of Bahamas Power and Light. (C: 

Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

03/08/20 “COVID-19” – a report on the coronavirus. As the U.S. struggles to stop its spread, the disease continues to expand 

globally. Doctors are preparing pandemic respiratory virus plans for what they believe will be a surge in serious 

COVID-19 cases. Officials urge social distancing, while a shortage of diagnostic testing kits available to doctors has 

helped spread the disease. Includes interviews with Dr. Lisa Maragakis, infectious disease doctor; Sophia Henry, triage 

nurse; Dr. Tom Inglesby, director of the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security; and Dr. Anthony Fauci, director 

of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. (C: Dr. Jon LaPook – P: Denise Schrier Cetta, Howard L. 

Rosenberg) 

“Fiona Hill” – a profile of Dr. Fiona Hill. The former official at the U.S. National Security Council specializing in 

Russian and European affairs gave testimony on Capitol Hill which greatly impacted the impeachment inquiry. One 

of the world’s leading experts on Vladimir Putin, she discusses his relationship with President Trump and its effect 

on American politics. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“Elfstedentocht” – a report on traditional Dutch ice skating race Elfstedentocht. Since 1909, winning the 125 mile 

test of endurance has garnered national fame and honor. While the race is held in the Austrian Alps due to climate 

change, thousands of Dutch skaters travel to take part in the culturally significant competition. Includes interview with 

Wiebe Wieling, chief organizer; Erben Wennemars, world champion skater; Henk Angenent, brussels sprouts farmer 

and race winner; Norbert Jank, who decided the site of the race based on ice; Charit, Janika, Flores, Farika, Jenrique, 

Stunni, Hetti, Leonard, and Johan Blom, a family who competes in and/or watches the race yearly; and Howard Morris, 

an American librarian and race participant. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Heather Abbott) 

The Mail – selected viewer comments on “The Trial of a Navy Seal” (OAD: 03/01/20) 

 

03/15/20 “On The Frontline” – a report on New York’s response to the coronavirus. The outbreak of the virus has forced the 

state into quarantine, with Westchester County having one of the highest concentrations of coronavirus in the country. 

Public health nurses risk their health and safety in an effort to stop the spread. Includes interviews with Chevon Jones, 

Caitlin Doyle-Goldsmith, and Cathy Gomez, nurses from the Westchester County Health Department; Andrew 

Cuomo, the governor of New York; Dr. Sherlita Amler, Westchester County Health Commissioner; Noam Bramson, 

mayor of New Rochelle; Tamar Weinberg, a quarantined resident; and George Lattimer, County Executive of 

Westchester County. (See also: “COVID-19”, OAD: 03/08/20) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Guy Campanile) 

“Children of Flint” – a report on the impact of the Flint, Michigan water crisis. Five years ago, a nearly bankrupt 

Flint switched water supplies; after, the water in Flint was linked to dangerous lead levels in children. Residents, many 

of whom were exposed to the poisoned water, still fear the tap. Though publicity has subsided, the city still faces many 

of the same challenges along with long-term damage. Includes interviews with Sandra Jones, First Lady of the Greater 

Holy Temple Church of God in Flint; Larry Marshall and Kenyatta Dotson, residents of Flint; Dr. Mona Hanna-

Attisha, a pediatrician in Flint; Rick Snyder, former Governor of Michigan; and Dr. Manish Arora, a doctor at Mount 

Sinai Hospital. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Guy Campanile, Lucy Hatcher) 

“King of the Road” – a report on driverless truck technology. Truckers move 70% of the nation’s goods and many 

are at risk of losing work due to the rapid expansion of autonomous rigs. With major advances in sensor technology, 

experts say driverless trucks will be widespread by 2021. Includes interviews with Jeff and Tanner Widdows, Linda 

Allen, and Eric Richardson, all truckers; Chuck Price, chief product officer at TuSimple; Maureen Fitzgerald, a trucker 

testing autonomous vehicles; John Panttila, who monitors software in driverless trucks; Steve Viscelli, a sociologist 

at the University of Pennsylvania and an expert in freight transportation and automation; and Sam Loesche, legislative 

representative with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. (See also: “Hands Off The Wheel”, OAD: 10/04/15; 

and “Artificial Intelligence”, OAD: 10/09/16) (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Michael Karzis) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

03/22/20 “Stopping the Virus” – a report on the global effort to develop a coronavirus vaccine. Currently, there is no vaccine 

or treatment for the virus. The rapid spread has caused a race to stop the disease, with scientists expediting research 

efforts to create a vaccine. Includes interviews with Carl Goldman, a patient in a biocontainment room; Dr. Angela 

Hewlett, medical director of the biocontainment unit at University of Nebraska Medical Center; Kate Broderick, senior 

vice president of Research and Development at Inovio Pharmaceuticals; and Stephen Hodge, president of Moderna. 

(See also: “COVID-19”, OAD: 03/08/20; and “On The Frontline”, OAD: 03/15/20) (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc 

Lieberman, Ali Rawaf) 

“The Economic Emergency” – a profile of Neel Kashkari. President of the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 

and former Assistant Treasury Secretary, he was in charge of the program which helped end the Great Recession. He 

gives insight into coronavirus related layoffs, what he believes to be an impending recession, and the role of the 

Federal Reserve in bailing out the economy. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) 

“A Populist Movement” – a report on Hungary’s populist movement and its new program to stimulate birth rate in 

an attempt to thwart the population’s steep decline. The Family Protection Action Plan rewards couples – deemed 

eligible by the right-wing government – for having children, and was developed in an effort to shape public policy 

and stop immigration into Hungary. Includes interviews with Katalin Novak, Hungary’s Minister of State for Family 

and Youth Affairs; Zoltan Benko, a recently married man; Anna Donath, a Hungarian member of the European 

Parliament and a leader of the Momentum Party; Peter Kreko, a social psychologist and head of the Political Capitol 

Institute; and Laszlo Toroczkai, mayor of Asotthalom. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Michael H. Gavshon) 

“Ender” – Due to coronavirus restrictions, for the first time in 52 years, 60 MINUTES will not be broadcast from the 

CBS Broadcast Center in New York City. (C: Bill Whitaker) 

 

03/29/20 “The Epicenter” – a report on the rise of coronavirus in New York City. With hospitals overwhelmed by the 

aggressive disease, New York State has almost half the known cases in the U.S. Critical care doctors and nurses are 

attempting to handle the massive waves of patients as supplies and space are diminishing. Includes interviews with 

Dr. Gul Zaidi, a critical care specialist at Long Island Jewish Medical Center in Queens; Dr. Mangala Narasimhan, 

chief of critical care at Long Island Jewish Medical Center; Dr. Eric Gottesman, a doctor at North Shore University 

Hospital on Long Island; Lieutenant General Todd Semonite, commander of the Army Corps of Engineers; Bill de 

Blasio, mayor of New York; Mike Dowling, CEO of Northwell Health System; Elyse Isopo, a critical care nurse 

practitioner at North Shore University Hospital on Long Island; and Dr. Sameer Khanijo, a doctor at Long Island 

Jewish Medical Center in Queens. (See also: “COVID-19”, OAD: 03/08/20; “On The Frontline”, OAD: 03/15/20; and 

“Stopping the Virus”, OAD: 03/22/20) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Maria Gavrilovic, Alex Ortiz) 

 “Brené Brown” – a profile of Professor Brené Brown. The researcher turned author and speaker uses her experience 

studying human behavior and emotion to relate to her audience. Brown doesn’t consider herself a ‘self-help’ author 

and instead feels people need others, preaching that vulnerability is not a weakness. She also discusses how her 

methods to quell anxiety can help people during the uncertain times of quarantine. Includes interviews with Air Force 

Colonel Dede Halfhill, spokeswoman for the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and Karen Walrond and Laura 

Mayes, friends of Brown. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman) 

 “The African Basketball Trail” – a report on the Africa to U.S. basketball trail. Recruited African teens are brought 

to the U.S. under the guise of a better life playing basketball. Questionable organizations and suspect recruiters often 

mistreat and exploit the young players while disregarding visa laws, which can result in deportation and financial loss. 

Includes interviews with Tacko Fall, NBA rookie; Blessing Ejiofor and Souley Doumbia, who were recruited; Scott 

Rosner, a sports management professor at Columbia University; Evelyn Mack, head of the Evelyn Mack Academy; 

Kenny Smith, assistant U.S. attorney; and Aris Hines, a recruiter. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Oriana Zill de Granados, 

Emily Gordon) 
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48 HOURS 

 

03/07/20 48 HOURS: “The Case Against Sandra Garner” – a report on the murder of Jon Garner and the trial of his wife, 

Sandra, accused of the crime. In January 2018, Maypearl, Texas police responded to Sandra Garner’s 911 call about 

her husband, Jon, having been shot by a home intruder. Officer Boyd Norton was aided in the investigation by Ellis 

County Sheriff Shane Thompson. After questioning Sandra and her son Wes, police began to consider her a suspect. 

They found suspicious search queries on her electronic devices as well as a gun matching the one used to kill Jon 

stashed under the front seat of her car. Sandra was arrested for Jon’s murder. In September 2019, Sandra’s trial 

began. In court, prosecutor Lindy Beaty mocked Sandra’s story, but privately she and co-prosecutor Ricky Sipes, 

were unsure of the strength of their cases based on errors in the police’s investigation: police took too long to 

respond to Sandra’s call and secure the crime scene, they failed to fingerprint Sandra’s car, and a series of crime 

scene photos Officer Norton took disappeared from his phone. Prosecutors also lacked a motive for Sandra, but 

could ascribe a financial motive to Wes, whose alibi also turned out to not be valid and proved much of the 

information against Sandra. After three hours of deliberation, the jury returned a not guilty verdict. Sandra was 

released, but much of her family still believes she is Jon’s killer. Sandra and her daughter no longer speak to Wes. 

On-screen text graphic: Jon Garner’s family believes Wes was not involved in Jon’s murder. They remain close to 

him. Interviewed: Sandra Garner; Chief Boyd Norton, Maypearl Police investigator; Sheriff Shane Thompson, Ellis 

County Sheriff’s Office investigator; Andrea Miller, Sandra’s daughter; Jessica Garner, married to Jon’s cousin; 

Tom Pappas, Sandra’s trial attorney; Lindy Beaty, trial co-prosecutor; and Ricky Sipes, trial co-prosecutor. (C: 

Richard Schlesinger – P: Lisa Freed, Matthew Goldfarb) 

 

03/14/20 48 HOURS: “Broken Hearts” – a report on how the death of Karen Ermert was connected to a lifesaving heart 

transplant for Eva Baisey. Gene Weingarten, a writer for The Washington Post, had the idea that reporting on any 

single day could encapsulate the entire human experience. He and Editor Tom Shroder, placed twenty years of dates 

into a hat and randomly chose December 28, 1986. This led Weingarten to Detective Tommy Lee, who had been 

holding onto the file for Karen Ermert’s case for decades. In Fairfax County, Virginia in the 1980s, Karen was in a 

relationship with Mark Willey. According to Mark’s friend Rich Lieb, Mark was very possessive and jealous; he 

stalked Karen and committed acts of physical violence against her. In 1986, Karen broke up with Mark. On the 

evening of December 26th, an intoxicated Mark climbed a tree and entered Karen’s apartment in an attempt to 

reconcile; she refused. Mark retrieved a rifle from his car and killed her and then himself. Elsewhere in the county, 

Eva Baisey -- a 20 year old nursing student at Fairfax Hospital -- needed a heart transplant. At the time, it was illegal 

to perform the surgery at any Washington D.C. area hospitals. Dr. Ed Lefrak, chief of cardiac surgery at Fairfax 

Hospital, recruited celebrated surgeon Dr. Christiaan Barnard to lobby the state health commissioner on Lefrak’s 

behalf. Barnard was successful -- all that was left was to wait for a donor. On December 27, 1986, a viable heart 

became available from Mark Willey, whose suicide had left him braindead, but his heart was still beating. The next 

day, Dr. Lefrak replaced Eva’s heart. Though her procedure was successful, Eva was told she would never be 

allowed to work in healthcare due to fears over her susceptibility to disease. However, as Eva’s life expectancy 

projection climbed, that restriction was removed and she was able to begin a career in nursing. Eva continues to 

have a celebratory anniversary call with her transplant team every December 28th. She finally learned the source of 

her heart when Gene Weingarten published his book in 2019; Eva expressed remorse and gratitude toward Mark’s 

family. Rich Lieb was happy that Karen Ermert’s death allowed Eva to live. On-screen text graphic: To sign up to 

be an organ donor visit the National Donate Life Registry at Registerme.org. Interviewed: Gene Weingarten, writer 

for The Washington Post; Detective Tommy Lee, Fairfax Police; Rich Lieb, friend of Karen Ermert; Dr. Ed Lefrak, 

chief of cardiac surgery, Fairfax Hospital; Mary Dellinger, surgical nurse; Deidre Carolan Doerflinger, Eva’s 

primary care nurse; Eva Baisey, heart transplant recipient; Mary Beth Maydosz, transplant coordinator; Antonio 

Baisey, Eva’s son. (C: Jim Axelrod – P: Liza Finley, Richard Fetzer) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

03/21/20 48 HOURS: “The Troubling Case Against Kevin Cooper” (10:00 - 11:00p) – an update to a 2019 report on the 

controversial murder case against California death row inmate Kevin Cooper, who was convicted of the 1983 

murder of Doug and Penny Ryen, their daughter Jessica, and friend Christopher Hughes in Chino Hills, California. 

Eight-year-old Josh Ryen, though seriously wounded, survived the attack. 48 HOURS has been investigating Kevin 

Cooper’s case ever since he wrote to Erin Moriarty two decades ago, proclaiming his innocence. After the June 4, 

1983 murders, Josh indicated to police three white people were responsible. Police eventually decided Josh was 

wrong with his identification and recent prison escapee Kevin Cooper seemed to fit the bill because he had hidden 

near the Ryen home. Cooper was paraded before cameras and the trial became racially charged because Cooper is 

black. Blood evidence, but none of Cooper’s fingerprints, were found at the scene. The trial was moved to San 

Diego and Josh testified by video, but his memory was hazy and he no longer remembered the attackers. Cooper, 

who always denied the murders, was convicted and sentenced to death. Dr. Mary Howell, Josh’s grandmother, was 

not convinced that Cooper was guilty. By 2000, Cooper was still on death row. Questions remained and Josh, then 

eighteen-years-old, was still unsure Cooper was there. Private investigator Paul Ingels felt the case deserved a 

second look; his investigation led to a number of new leads, including potential suspect Lee Furrow, who the police 

initially discounted. Furrow denied responsibility. In 2001, an agreement was made for additional DNA testing, but 

the 2002 post-conviction DNA test results did not exonerate Cooper, and significant issues were raised regarding the 

process. In 2008, Dr. Mary Howell died. After the state of California agreed to DNA testing, the lab results all 

pointed to Cooper, but many maintain the evidence was tampered with. After nineteen years on death row, the 9 th 

Circuit federal appellate court stayed Cooper’s execution. New York Times journalist Nicholas Kristof wrote an Op-

Ed article about the case and former FBI agent Tom Parker was hired by Norman Hile, Cooper’s defense attorney, to 

re-investigate. New attention was given to Lee Furrow, following information from witnesses that three white men 

splattered with blood, were seen in a nearby bar on the night of the crime. At the end of 2018, Governor Jerry Brown 

ordered new DNA testing and a retired judge was appointed to make sure the tests are done properly. 03/21/20 

UPDATE: In March 2019, new California Governor Gavin Newsom ordered additional DNA testing, including a 

vial that contained Cooper’s blood; he also suspended all state executions. The tests were carried out, however the 

DNA on the items -- except for on an orange towel -- was too degraded to provide conclusive results. The results 

from the towel did not match Cooper, Lee Furrow, or anyone in the CODIS national database. Defense attorney and 

DNS specialist Bicka Barlow discovered the vial containing Cooper’s 1983 blood sample was empty. Investigator 

Tom Parker found two new witnesses who claim Furrow confessed to the crime. Cooper’s defense team has asked 

Governor Newsom to look into their claims of evidence tampering. On-screen text graphic: Further test results are 

expected within the next few months. Interviewed: Paul Ingels (private investigator); Dr. Mary Howell Josh Ryen’s 

maternal grandmother); Floyd Tidwell (former San Bernardino County Sheriff); Josh Ryen (survivor, interviewed as 

a 28-year old); Dale Sharp (Deputy Sheriff); Dennis Kottmeier (District Attorney); Norman Hile (Cooper’s defense 

attorney); Lee Furrow (suspect); Diana Roper (Furrow’s former girlfriend, now deceased); Christine Slonaker and 

Mary Wolfe (witnesses at the bar); Nicholas Kristoff (journalist, The New York Times); Tom Parke (former FBI 

Agent); Judge William Fletcher; Michael Ramos (current District Attorney); Dr. Paul Krane (DNA expert); Kevin 

Cooper (telephone interview with Correspondent Erin Moriarty); and Bicka Barlow (Defense attorney / DNA 

specialist) (See also: (48 HOURS MYSTERIES) "A Grandmother's Mission", OAD: 10/26/00; 1st rebroadcast: 

08/03/01; 48 HOURS MYSTERY: "Deadly Truth", OAD: 09/17/03 - a follow-up to “A Grandmother’s Mission”; 

and 48 HOURS: “Letter from San Quentin” (9:00 - 10:00p) and “Was Kevin Cooper Framed?” (10:00 - 11:00p), 

OAD: 01/26/19 - a two-part report.) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Marcelena Spencer, Dena Goldstein, Lisa Freed) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

03/28/20 48 HOURS: “Lizzie Borden Took an Axe…” – a report detailing the 1892 murder accusations against Lizzie 

Borden and a mock trial with modern forensics experts, attorneys, and jurors. The Borden family lived in Fall River, 

Massachusetts. Despite his wealth, Andrew Borden was known to be very frugal. He lived in a house that lacked 

indoor plumbing and gas lighting, with daughters Emma and Lizzie, and second wife Abby. On August 4 th, 1892, 

Lizzie alerted her neighbor that her father had been killed. The neighbor noted that there was no blood on her. When 

police arrived, they found Andrew in the sitting room and Abby in an upstairs room – both had been hacked to 

death. Emma had been away visiting friends and was not at the house. Five days later, Lizzie was able to give her 

version of events during the police inquest. Police were able to construct a timeline for the murders and when 

looking for a motive, focused on how Lizzie and Emma begrudged their father for his frugality and for buying a 

house for his wife’s sister, rather than the two of them. Other than around the bodies, the only blood found in the 

house was a spot on one of Lizzie’s undergarments and the bloody rags in the basement. Lizzie explained both were 

the result of her menstruating, and the primitiveness of forensics at the time did not allow for further testing. Police 

were also suspicious that the day after her father’s funeral, Lizzie burned a dress in the stove and claimed it was 

ruined from paint. Initially lacking a murder weapon, police later found a hatchet head covered with ash in the 

basement; the handle appeared to have been freshly broken off. Witnesses claimed to have seen Lizzie’s failed 

attempt to buy prussic acid, a powerful poison. Lizzie was arrested for murder at the close of the inquest On June 5, 

1893, Lizzie’s trial began in New Bedford, MA. Over the course of a week, the prosecution laid out their case with 

expert witnesses and medical testimony, but the judge did not allow them to mention Lizzie’s attempt to buy poison. 

The defense teams spent two days attempting to raise reasonable doubt. After two hours of deliberation, the all-male 

jury returned with a not guilty verdict. Following her acquittal, Lizzie and Emma used their inheritance to buy a 

large house in the rich part of town, however, Lizzie was shunned from the church that had brought her solace and 

Emma too eventually left her. She lived as a recluse until her death in June of 1927. Emma would pass away nine 

days later. Both were laid to rest near Andrew and Abby. Nevertheless, popular culture has cast Lizzie Borden as 

one of America’s most notorious killers. Los Angeles author Cara Robertson first became interested in Lizzie 

Borden when searching a subject for her college thesis; thirty years later, Simon & Schuster published her book, 

“The Trial of Lizzie Borden.” Using a jury recruiting firm and paid jurors, a modern Lizzie Borden trial is staged 

with Anna-Sigga Niccolazzi as prosecutor; Matthew Troiano for the defense; and Erin Rubas and Andrew 

Schweighardt as expert witnesses. Both attorneys would only be able to use evidence presented at the original trial. 

The eight jurors deliberated, with attorneys allowed to listen in. After one hour, a vote was taken: on the first count, 

the murder of Abby Borden, it was a hung jury with only one juror voting not guilty; on the second count, the 

murder of Andrew Borden, it was again a hung jury, with two not guilty votes. Interviewed: Cara Robertson, author; 

Anna-Sigga Niccolazzi, former prosecutor, Brooklyn district attorney; Matthew Troiano, defense attorney; Erin 

Rubas, crime scene investigator, former homicide detective; and Andrew Schweighardt, criminalist, New York City 

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Josh Gelman) 
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CBS NEWS CAMPAIGN 2020 

 

03/03/20 CBS NEWS: SUPER TUESDAY 2020 – live coverage of the results of the fourteen Democratic presidential 

primaries - Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 

Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia - and the Democratic caucus in American Samoa. Former vice 

president Joe Biden; former New York City mayor Mike Bloomberg; Representative Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI); Senator 

Bernie Sanders (I-VT); and Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) are all vying for the 1,344 delegates at stake. In 

addition to the commentary and analysis, coverage will include exit poll results, voter maps, and reports from 

campaigns and key states. Coverage includes: (1) live report from the Biden campaign - includes a recorded excerpt 

(no audio) from earlier today of Mr. Biden in East Los Angeles; (2) live report from the Sanders campaign; (3) Chip 

Reid’s live report from Charlotte, NC; (4) live coverage of Mike Bloomberg addressing supporters at his campaign 

headquarters in West Palm Beach, FL; (5) Jonathan Vigliotti’s live report from Kirkland, WA on the coronavirus 

outbreak; (6) live report from West Palm Beach, FL on the Bloomberg campaign; (7) live report from Houston, TX; 

(8) live report from Cookeville, TN on the tornadoes; (9) live report from the Bloomberg campaign in West Palm 

Beach, FL; (10) live report from the Warren campaign headquarters in Detroit, MI; (11); live report from Houston, 

TX on the long lines for voting; (12) live report from the Sanders campaign headquarters in Essex Junction, VT, 

including live coverage of Senator Sanders addressing supporters; and (13) live coverage of Joe Biden addressing 

supporters in Los Angeles, CA. Correspondents / contributors / analysts: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News 

Election Headquarters, Washington); Major Garrett (CBS News chief Washington correspondent, CBS News 

Election Headquarters, Washington); Ed O’Keefe (CBS News political correspondent, CBS News Election 

Headquarters, Washington); Jamal Simmons (CBS News political analyst, Democratic strategist, CBS News 

Election Headquarters, Washington); Margaret Brennan (moderator, FACE THE NATION, CBS News Election 

Headquarters, Washington); John Dickerson (CBS News senior political analyst, correspondent, 60 MINUTES, 

CBS News Election Headquarters, Washington); Jamie Yuccas (CBS News correspondent, Los Angeles, CA - with 

the Biden campaign); Nancy Cordes (Essex Junction, VT - with the Sanders campaign); Anthony Salvanto (CBS 

News Elections and Surveys director, New York); Chip Reid (CBS News national correspondent, Charlotte, NC); 

Jonathan Vigliotti (CBS News national correspondent, Kirkland, WA); Nikole Killion (Bloomberg Campaign HQ, 

West Palm Beach, FL); Maria Elena Salinas (CBS News contributor, CBS News Election Headquarters, 

Washington); Reince Priebus (CBS News Political analyst, CBS News Headquarters, Washington); Omar 

Villafranca (CBS News correspondent, Houston, TX); David Begnaud (CBS News lead national correspondent, 

Cookeville, TN); Manuel Bojorquez (CBS News National correspondent, Detroit, MI – with the Warren campaign); 

Caitlin Huey-Burns (CBSN political reporter, Houston, TX); Robby Mook (CBS News political contributor, CBS 

News Election Headquarters, Washington); and Terry Sullivan (CBS News political contributor, CBS News 

Election Headquarters, Washington). 

 

* * * * * 



 

Q1-2020 FULL MEASURE QUARTERLY REPORT 
 

Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability 
reporting unique in today’s media.The host is Sharyl Attkisson. The show format will 
include a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration 
issues at home and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and 
vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on government abuse and misdeeds. Full Measure 
is produced by and airs nationally on stations of the Sinclair Broadcast Group. The 
program also streams live on all Sinclair websites  on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. ET. 
 

Jan5  
PuertoRicoPatrol 
with the USCG 
offshore hunting 
drugs 

The Unknowns one 
man who knows the 
dangers at the border, 
medical examiner from 
AZ.  

TaxConspiracy How tax 
prep companies 
influence Capitol Hill 

Trump Salary, 
where he 
donates it to.  

Jan12  
FISA FAILURES of 
the court that 
oversees 
surveillance 

China policy with 
advisor Mike Pillsbury 

WhySoldiersMissWar 
former AF pilot on why 
some vets have 
problems adjusting  

 

Jan19  
PG&E the utility 
and aftermath from 
the California fires 

StateoftheSwamp 
outspoken 
Congressman Ken 
Buck  

EuroNukes How Europe 
uses nuclear energy 

 

Jan26  
2ndSanctuaries 
where communities 
go against state 
laws limiting guns 

NewarkWater How the 
city has worked to fix 
contaminated water 

LoserThink/Scott Adams 
the popular cartoonist on 
not being negative 

 

Feb2   
Iowa a look at the 
caucus 

DesertEyes surveillance 
on the border  

Auschwitz Updates & FTMs 

Feb9  
CitizensUnited The 
SCOTUS decision 
and how it’s 
impacting elections 

CaliforniaFireFix How 
rebuilding is going on 
and who’s paying for it.  

ClarenceThomas a 
biography about the 
SCOTUS justice 

 

Feb16  
Goodyear tires and 
lawsuits about their 
safety  

USMCA Peter Morici, 
the economist on how 
the trade deal will 
impact the US 

Cosmetics the lack of 
testing on popular 
products 

 



Feb23  
Glenn Beck  a one 
on one interview 
with the outspoken 
personality 
 
  

TechFuture …Daniel 
Gerstein makes very 
clear in his book: “The 
story of technology, how 
we got here and what 
the future 
holds.” 

FTM USPS how the 
postal service operates 
and loses money  

 

March1   
NCHealthcare a 
state gappling with 
controlling costs 

Polling questions and 
concerns about 
believing the numbers 

BagtheSwag 
Government programs 
that give away free stuff 

 

March8  
Busted&Broke the 
Federal Election 
Commission and 
how it barely 
operates 

TroubledWaters 
questions and hard 
facts about drinking 
water 

GasCans how 
government regulations 
can mess up something 
as simple as a gas can 

Clinton emails 
and a new 
subpoena to 
testify 

March15 
PoliceRecruits how 
agencies are 
having a hard time 
getting new 
recruits  

 
CoronaVirus & the 
border 

Charities How outside 
parties solicit for 
charities, and send 
pennies on the dollar to 
the charities  

 
FTM How the 
National Debt will 
impact us 

March22  
Congress A look at 
the first emergency 
relief bill  
With Congressman 
Cuellar 

ConfuciusInstitutes How 
these institutes funded 
by China could be used 
against us 

FISA/Graham The 
senator on actions going 
forward over FISA abuse 

Jeff Lord/The 
commentator on 
the Swamp and 
how it impacts us 

March29 Ft Detrick 
we visit the front 
line in the war 
against CV 
$2T in spending 
and oversight 

Tunisia a visit to the 
N.African nation and 
how combating 
terrorism there is 
important to the US 

Afghanistan, the end 
with Congressman Tom 
Cotton 

Spoons. How 
manufacturing 
something so 
simple could 
support National 
security 
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