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https://www.thecentersquare.com/illinois/analysis-virtual-learning-could-cost-students-loss-of-a-years-
earnings-as-an-adult/article_c307852c-0410-11eb-ba2d-
97dc92485027.html#:~:text=Steans%20points%20to%20a%20June%20study%20by%20McKinsey%20
and%20Co.&text=McKinsey%20said%20that%2C%20even%20with,19%E2%80%93related%20learning
%20losses.%E2%80%9D
https://www.theblaze.com/news/no-link-between-schools-reopening-and-covid-19-spread-global-study-
finds

About 200 middle and high school students have disappeared from the virtual academic grid in the 
Albany and Schenectady school districts according to a new assessment of attendance within those 
districts. In Albany, out of 6,000 students enrolled virtually in the pre-kindergarten through 12th grade, 
nearly 100 students have never shows up, with no record of engagement in their virtual classrooms. Ron 
Lesko, a spokesperson for the district said that efforts to engage the missing students include phone 
calls from teachers and counselors, and home visits by our home school coordinators, but to no avail. In 
Schenectady, the district has not seen or heard from nearly 100 students as well. In both districts, 
grades seven to 12 are strictly online learning and Most of the missing students are in middle and high 
school. while attendance issues have always been a problem in both the Albany and Schenectady 
school districts, both of which have high concentrations of low income and immigrant populations, it has 
been exacerbated by the coronavirus and shift to virtual learning.

Schenectady Interim Superintendent of Schools Aaron Bochniak said in a memo this week that the has 
had to resort to intensive case management at times which may entail deploying a school-based support 
team to track down a student. The team may include a social worker or another member of the district’s 
pupil personnel services staff or even a principal making a home visit to be able to get in touch with a 
student or a family member or someone to be able to get a sense of where the student has been and to 
get them engaged in learning efforts.  In extreme cases, the district may file a PINS petition in court, a 
document which stands for Person in Need of Supervision, that includes a description of the child's 
behavior and asks the court to find that the child is in need of supervision beyond what they receive at 
home and the case is then escalated to Family Court. 

While every school district across the Capital Region is grappling with poor attendance in online 
learning Education advocates said it’s imperative to get students back in classrooms because virtual 
learning is negating months of education and could cost students nearly a year’s earnings in adulthood, 
according to one analysis. In fact, data has repeatedly shown that kids are safer in school from COVID-
19 than almost anywhere else, with no correlation found between rising COVID-19 rates and school 
attendance and with virtual learning proving to be an utter failure, and with the rates of child abuse and 
child hunger skyrocketing with kids forced to stay at home, many say, it’s time to reopen schools for fully 
in person education at all grade levels. 
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In spite of his vehement protests against the COVID-19 vaccine spearheaded by President Trump, New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo, who once said the vaccine couldn’t be trusted if created at the Federal 
level, has done an about face. Now, Gov. Cuomo wants New York to be the first state in the nation to be 
fully vaccinated and he outlined an initial plan this week to get the general public vaccinated starting in 
late January. Albany Medical Center is designated as the vaccination hub in the Capital Region. Hospital 
officials will work with local governments and stakeholders to manage distribution.

Cuomo attempted to dangle a carrot over New Yorkers by promising that the vaccination would be given 
free of charge. However, plenty of New Yorkers- democrats and conservatives alike- are skeptical of the 
drug’s safety as it has had none of the standard long term testing, it would require more than one shot in 
order to be effective and already, early reports are showing that the vaccine comes with significant side 
effects. There’s a proposed bill in the New York State Assembly right now that would require the vaccine 
to be administered to everyone who can receive it in a clinically safe manner if the state's current 
vaccination efforts do not reach the minimum amount needed for New York to "achieve sufficient 
immunity or become COVID free, as Governor Cuomo has said he wants. 

However, in spite of Cuomo’s grandiose hopes for the untested vaccine to be the savior of the 
pandemic, plenty of medical professionals have come out to say that won’t be the case. The insatiable 
Dr. Fauci who is referred to as the nation’s top infectious-disease expert has become equalr parts pariah 
and prophet of doom and he said Don’t even think of putting the mask away anytime soon. According to 
Fauci, who along with numerous Democrat leaders across the U.S. commanding people to stay home 
has been caught without his mask out in public more than once, it could take several months — 
probably well into 2021 — before things get back to something close to normal in the U.S

Moncef Slaoui, head of the U.S. vaccine development effort, said that early data on the Pfizer and 
Moderna shots suggest about 70% of the population would need to be vaccinated to achieve herd 
immunity — a milestone he said is likely to happen in May. But one of the factosr that hasn’t been 
discussed that much is: ‘How many will be willing to be vaccinated?’ Concerns about the accelerated 
development of the vaccine and the politics around it have fueled worries about safety as Plenty of 
people who are not opposed to vaccinations are deeply concerned about the unknown side effecst as 
well as overt attempts to infringe on civil liberties and medical freedom.

Can the government require citizens to be vaccinated? At the federal level, Dr. Fauci said he would 
“definitely not” support a nationwide mandate of the COVID-19 vaccine calling the idea unenforceable 
and not appropriate as the federal government has limited powers expressly spelled out in the 
Constitution; the rest belong to the states. But the federal government does have ways to motivate 
people to vaccinate, imposing it as a condition of getting a passport, for example.

While that hasn’t happened in the past such a requirement would be within the federal government’s 
powers.  however, for orders issued by states, cities or businesses, there may be repercussion for 
refusing a COVID-19 vaccine if mandated including a fine, tax or other penalty. States do have the 
authority to regulate public health and they have in the past mandated vaccines such as in the case 
of Jacobson v. Massachusetts in 1905, which was decided by the Supreme Court in favor of mandated 
vaccinations after a smallpox outbreak.

Cities have powers, too: In 2019, New York City required people living in four ZIP codes in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, to get the measles vaccine, prove they've already had it or face a $1,000 fine. In New York 
State, it is possible that COVID-19 hot spots would make the vaccine a requirement for its residents. 
health workers are often required to get a flu or hepatitis B vaccine. Universities may mandate students, 
faculty and staff to be immunized for certain diseases before coming on campus. And Schools may have 
the same requirements for children. Can someone be legally fired for refusing the COVID-19 vaccine? 
The short answer is yes, experts say, as long as the employer fires on the requirement of ensuring 
health and safety, loss of employment is a possibility although the backlash is likely to be so swift that 
most employers are unlikely to mandate the vaccine. However, it is expected that refusing the vaccine 
will come with repercussions.
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Jon Romano, who used a 12 guage shotgun to attack students and teachers inside East 
Greenbush's Columbia High School in 2004 was released from state prison this week. Romano 
who is now 33 years old spent more than 15 years behind bars for attempted murder and other 
charges connected to the shooting. 

During his incarceration Romano wrote to the Times Union to praise Columba High School 
assistant principal John Sawchuk who stopped his rampage at the school saying he owed his 
life to Sawchuk who went on to become the school’s principal. During the shooting, Sawchuk 
subdued Romano although a teacher standing nearby was shot in the right leg when the gun 
went during the struggle. That teacher survived his injuries.

Troy attorney E. Stewart Jones who handled the unsuccessful appeal of the length of Romano's 
sentence said Romano's prison sentence was too harsh for the crime. He was a young man 
with a significant psychological problem

In a suicide note Romano left on his bed he said he was angry at the school because word got 
around that he had spent some time in a psychiatric care facility for emotional problems. 
Romano also said he watched the movie "Bowling for Columbine," a documentary about the 
notorious school shooting in Colorado, and fantasized about going to his high school and doing 
the same thing. and "shooting up the place.'

In the days since his imprisonment, Romano, who has been shown to have significant 
psychological and mental health issues, praised gun control activists as courageous and 
inspiring for demanding action from politicians to tighten gun laws. Saying that Everyone 
nationwide should accept nothing less than meaningful, life-saving policy changes from their 
politicians.

Gun control laws are a hot button issue in the state of New York as New York attorney general 
Letitia James has launched a full blowl assault on not only the NRA, but the Second 
Amendnent as well as gun owners in the state. But residents of the state continue to push back 
against such attacks. In fact, Fulton county is one of more than a dozen upstate New York 
counties where firearm owners are organizing in support of a Second Amendment sanctuary 
ordinance, a local measure to prohibit enforcement of various state gun-control laws including 
the SAFE Act. The push is part of a larger national movement that took hold in states like 
Virginia and Illinois before making its way to New York, supported in part by national gun lobby 
group Gun Owners of America. The roots of the current sanctuary push stretch back to the 
SAFE Act in 2013, when Cuomo and state lawmakers approved a series of gun-control 
measures, including a broader ban on semi-automatic firearms with military features. Currently 
there are at least 6 pieces of proposed legitlsation in the assembly in New York attempting to 
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control gun purchases, gun uses, types of guns and gun owners themselves through various 
means ranging from heft fines to taxes and penalties.

As for John Romano the Columbia High school shooter, now that he has been released from 
prison, he have to serve five years of post-release supervision.
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https://wnyt.com/news/new-ny-law-bans-sale-of-confederate-flags-on-state-
property/5953385/?cat=10114
The sale or display of Confederate flags, swastikas and other "symbols of hate" on state property is 
banned in New York under a law signed by Gov. Cuomo despite concerns it may violate free speech 
protection under the U.S. Constitution. The display of Confederate flags has come under fire as part of 
the national reckoning over so-called racial injustice. but such criticism is very telling of a gross 
misunderstanding of history, say the flag’s supporters. 

In July President Trump spoke out to say that the Confederate flag should be protected under the First 
Amendment and treated as freedom of speech. Back In September, students at the Shenendehowa 
School District pushed to have the Confederate flag banned from school grounds joining in with several 
local activist groups who felt it was emotionally unsafe to be forced to see the flag on backpacks and 
clothing while switching classes. In his bill signing memo this week, Governor Cuomo said by limiting the 
display and sale of the Confederate flag and other symbols of hatred from being displayed or sold on 
state property, New Yorkers would be safeguarded from the effects of trauma stemming from being 
forced to see symbols they were afraid of. However, in spite of Cuomos attempts at altruism, attorney 
Floyd Abrams, who has argued frequently before the Supreme Court in First Amendment cases said, 
"The First Amendment generally protects the expression of even hateful speech, and a statute banning 
the sale of materials expressing those views on state-owned land is highly likely to be deemed 
unconstitutional. 

There have been persistent attacks of the Confederate Flag for decades, but more recently, racial 
issues stemming from the overtly anti-white Black Lives Matter movement have brought national 
attention to the issue once again. But historically speaking, The Confederate battle flag is specifically the 
battle flag for Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia and never represented the 
Confederate States of America in any official capacity. In fact, the historical symbol of the Old South is 
well known to students of history who understand it’s true meaning and a number of groups continue to 
push back against accusations of racism, refusing to succumb to the pressures of progressive and 
ignorant outcries from people who incorrectly associate the confederate flag with racism.

While Cuomo acknowledged certain "technical changes" would be needed in the law to make sure free 
speech protections aren’t violated, He said he has plans to deal with the legislature to ensure his new 
law is ultimately pushed through.
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Elise Stefanik, the conservative 21st congressional district representative in the Capital Region called out 
governor Cuomo this week after one of his former employees stepped forward and accused the 
governor of sexually harassing her for years. As Cuomo repeatedly denied and dodged the issue, 
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Stefanik used his own words against him like the time Cuomo said all women should be believed, and 
when he said the sexual harassment of women has gone for too long and must be brought to a swift 
end, and the time he said he would demand a full and thorough investigation for every man accused of 
sexual harassment – yet now that the tables are turned, Cuomo has suddenly found a greater level of 
sympathy for men who are accused of sexual harassment than he has shown in the past. In her 
statement this week, Stefanik said, “the people of New York deserve a governor who lives up to his own 
public statements on sexual harassment”

 As local liberal media continue to attack Stefanik and ignore negative news about Democrat darlings 
like governor Cuomo, award-winning investigative journalist Sharyl Attkisson correspondent at CBS 
News for 21 years has  noted that the The state of journalism and the media in America is broken like 
never before saying the politicalized media machine has Taught americans to Hate true Journalism and 
love Censorship involving the media, Big Tech, and the government all working together to decide what 
"truth" is and, on the local level, working hard to continue to attack Republican leadership while ignoring 
glaring problems that plague the Democrat party in the state. 

major news networks nationally and in the Capital Region have been noticeably quiet about the sexual 
harassemtn allegations according to an analysis by the Media Research Center.. In fact 
Gov.  Cuomo and Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh were both accused of sexual 
misconduct without evidence, but the mainstream media only picked up one of the stories and critics 
believe this is simply the latest example of bias against conservatives. NewsBusters managing editor 
Curtis Houck said In addition to Cuomo’s bluster and failure to grasp both facts and human decency 
amid this pandemic, he's being floated as a possible Biden attorney general, making the imperative to 
fully vet the man more important than ever before. 

On social media this week, Stefanik said of Cuomo, “The Worst Governor in America will never be 
nominated to be Attorney General of the United States. If by some sheer incompetence he is nominated, 
he will never ever be confirmed.”
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