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A Schenectady-based non-profit that helps families in emergency situations, said that they, like many other similar 
charitable groups across the region, are struggling to meet the needs of incoming referrals since the coronavirus 
pandemic. The group “Things of my Very Own” says Children are coming to the Capital Region from across the 
state and the country to stay with relatives.

Rayn Boncie, CEO of the non-profit, said that whereas the organization had 500+ volunteers prior to the pandemic, 
they are now working with 15. Monetary donations have also dwindled but the need for assistance to in many 
cases grandparents, aunts, and uncles taking in children from abusive situations has risen. Albany County's 
Department for Children, Youth, and Families says it typically gets 20-30 reports of suspected child 
abuse every day. Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, that number has been cut in half.

But those at the department say it isn't because abuse isn't happening. Instead, they fear the abuse is 
being under-reported. In fact after and outcry following five recent high-profile child deaths, including three in the 
Capital Region, the state of New York has continued to sidestepped public release of the reviews detailing CPS 
actions in those matters. In several cases, reviews had been suppressed at the urging of county governments that 
were the subjects of the reports' scrutiny and possible criticism.

In fact, when any member of the public requests a copy of a child fatality report, OCFS written recommendation 
from county social service agencies for a as to whether the release is in the “best interest" of surviving siblings or 
other children in the household meaning that it backdoor of escape for counties hoping to avoid accusations of 
negligence from grieving families or desire to avoid public criticism. 
It has come to light that in at least five instances since 2014, a parent has filed a petition warning a Family Court 
judge of impending danger to a child from the other parent and in each instance, the judge delayed action, and the 
child was killed in the care of the allegedly dangerous parent.
Mandatory reporters, like teachers are obligated by law to report suspected child abuse. But because 
much of that population is stuck at home, reports are no longer coming from inside the classroom. 
Instead, the county now relies solely on police and emergency health care workers.
Statistically speaking, Approximately five children die from child abuse every day and 3 out of 4 children who die 
from child abuse or neglect are below the age of 3. Several members of the state Assembly and Senate have been 
working on legislation to address major issues in Family Court, But COVID-19 has also upended the legislative 
session in Albany; it's unclear whether the efforts will gain further traction in 2020.
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A recent editorial in Schenectady’s Daily Gazette got Liz Joy’s attention when they announced their 
support of Democratic incumbent Paul Tonko who holds the 20th Congressional District seat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives and has held it for decades. Liz Joy, who has drawn fierce support from law 
enforcement across the capital Region, has consistently outpaced Paul Tonko by tens of thousands of 
dollars in individual campaign donations and has repeatedly tried, unsuccessfully, to get Paul Tonko to 
sit down and discuss issues that matter to the people of the Capital Region, says as far as an 
endorsement from the Daily Gazette goes- she’s not interested. In a statement this week, Joy called 
Tonko “a career politician and an Anti-Police, Wheaties Cereal Box Wind Champion and Socialist” saying that she 
spoke with Daily Gazette Editor Mark Mahoney and the publication’s Editorial Board members on the phone and 
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said she’s seen the way they have repeatedly treated Law Enforcement in the 20th District and told them that she 
didn’t seek their endorsement and didn’t want it.

Last week, Tonko’s campaign announced that over $500,000 would be administered through the National Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task Force Program to the New York State Police to combat Internet crimes against 
children. Saying the well-deserved funding will deliver vital support to the dedicated New York State Police to 
respond to the crisis of technology-facilitated child abuse. While Tonko claimed that he would continue to push for 
Congress to support the professionals in law enforcement, he himself has repeatedly supported Black Lives Matter 
anti-police agendas and called to defund the police. In fact back in June Paul Tonko voted with the House to 
adopt H.R. 7120, the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2020, a bill spearheaded by Vice Presidential 
candidate Kamala Harris, to limit the distribution of defense weapons to local departments, end emergency no-
knock warrant use for drug cases, and eliminate “qualified immunity protections in order to track police officers as 
well as expose their private information in cases of accused misconduct, even if the accusers are known or active 
criminals who are seeking retribution. qualified immunity is intended to legally protect officers when confronting 
dangerous suspects who lash out and jeopardize an officer’s life or who would stalk or harm their families, Tonko 
said he wants those protections GONE.

Tim Diamond, President of the New York State Investigators Association who has endorsed LIZ JOY for Congress 
in the 20th Congressional District decried Democrats seeking to eliminated qualified immunity and he said during a 
press conference this week that the Capital Regions Needs leaders in the federal government who will look to 
advance civil rights and equality without sacrificing societal expectations of safety, balancing emotionally charged 
issues while maintaining civility.” He said “law enforcement encounters and addresses the most dangerous 
individuals of our society and we must have political leaders that will have our bakcs when we are physically 
confronting these criminals.

And According to Joy, the daily Gazette can have Tonko- and, she said, they deserve each other. Liz Joy made 
history as the first Republication to garner Law Enforcement endorsements in every County, City and Town in the 
20th District and State wide! Meanwhile, Paul Tonko, in spite of large midnight hour appropriations to law 
enforcement, has still received no support from law enforcement agencies anywhere in the Capital Region.

Story 3 – 2 min 39 sec
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/cinema-federation-pleads-with-governor-for-permission-to-reopen-some-new-
york-theaters
https://variety.com/2020/biz/news/new-york-movie-theaters-reopening-plan-cuomo-1234805200/
https://www.timesunion.com/entertainment/article/Local-national-audiences-leery-to-return-to-15667172.php
https://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/2020/10/19/cuomos-plan-to-reopen-movie-theaters-ski-resorts.html
https://www.news10.com/news/albany-county/historic-albany-theatre-gears-up-to-reopen-their-doors/
After issuing a desperate plea to Governor Cuomo to let them open, the movie theater industry in New York State 
is cautiously optimistic about finally getting approval from the governor’s office to finally start reopening. However, 
the next problem facing the industry is the moviegoers themselves- who, it seems, aren’t yet ready to head back to 
theaters even though they opened on Friday. According to an informal poll taken the by TimesUnion of its 
readership, the publication found that out of the 530 responses, almost two thirds of respondents said they would 
not be returning to theaters. The Times Union is a notably liberal-focused local news outlet and the results of the 
polls reflect a heavily liberal perspective of the COVID-19 pandemic with many Times Union readers saying they 
would not return to theaters until a proven vaccine had been widely administered. Just nine percent of responders 
said they would absolutely be heading out to enjoy popcorn and a movie.

Most major studio releases have been delayed to late this year or well into 2021. The highly anticipated film 
“Wonder Woman 1984” was bumped from Oct. 2 to Dec. 25, and “No Time to Die,” the 25th installment of the 
James Bond franchise, was postponed to April of next year. Locally, Regal Cinemas is opening its theaters at 
Colonie Center and Crossgates Mall. Scotia Cinema, the Madison Theater in Albany, Bow Tie Cinemas, with 
multiscreen theaters in Saratoga Springs, Schenectady and Wilton will all be reopening this week. Spectrum 8 
Theatres in Albany and the Regal Cinemas at the Aviation Mall in Glens Falls have opted not to reopen for now.
New York State Assemblywoman Pat Fahy has pressured the governor’s office and repeatedly called for theaters 
to reopen in areas that aren’t seeing increases in COVID-19 infection rates. Now, the governor has changed his 
tune saying Movie theaters outside of New York City can reopen at 25% starting Friday. But Cuomo also said taht 
no more than 50 people are allowed in front of each screen in each movie theater. Additionally State requirements 
for reopening theaters includes: Masks required except when seated and eating or drinking, Assigned seating, 
Social distancing between parties and Theaters must meet enhanced air filtration, ventilation and purification 
standards.
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Kevin Parisi co-owner of Madison Theatre in Albany says he is excited to bring his moviegoers back and has been 
ready since June with new filtration systems, separation areas, sanitation and masks. The Box Office Restaurant is 
attached to Madison Theatre and Since the pandemic hit, take-out dinners Parisi says that’s what kept them in 
business. As for the sudden change in the allowance to reopen theaters, Parisi said, “Better late than never”
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 New York State Police are investigating an incident after a package filled with feces was delivered to a New York 
State Assembly candidate’s home. David Catalfamo and his wife received the package on this week and they’re 
taking the matter seriously saying they were horrified and that they felt the threat was a very personal one..
The package was sent from a website that sends feces and promises not to disclose its sender. The Catalfamo’s 
said the police are subpoenaing the website.  Catalfame said that if the person came forward and apologized he 
would accept it and not press charges. The responsible party could be charged with criminal harassment if caught 
which is a misdemeanor.
The Catalfamo’s have called on his competitor incumbent Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner to condemn the 
actions. Woerner said the vitriol of this campaign season is the worst she’s seen saying it exemplifies the lowest 
form of politics and completely inappropriate.
Political races across the capital region have been endlessly contentious with 21st Congressional Representative 
Elisa Stefanik and Democratic challenger Tedra Cobbs trading jabs during a heated debate Monday night. 
The debate mainly centered around COVID-19 responses — with Stefanik supporting the federal 
response and Cobb criticizing it. Also discussed was each candidates belief on whether or not Russians 
put bounties on U.S. military members, and health care. Stefanik pressed for a repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act and Cobb pushed for a Medicare public option.
Over the course of four years, Rep. Stefanik has become a strong supporter of President Donald Trump 
and vice versa. Presidential candidate Joe Biden just recently offered his endorsement of Tedra Cobb.
Stefanik said she talks with voters all across the district who are excited to vote for Republican candidates on 
Election Day, and the energy up and down the ticket is historic. She also said that Taxin’ Tedra Cobb and Joe 
Biden’s basement campaigns are failing in the North Country, as they embrace an extremely unpopular 
government takeover of health care and support banning guns and defunding the police.
Just this week President Donald Trump praised Stefanik and formally endorsed her campaign, using a tweet to 
do so that said Stefanik fiercely defends the U.S. and exposes the Radical Left’s lies! She Strong on our Second 
Amendment, Vets, Military and New York Law Enforcement, Elise has my Complete and Total Endorsement! 
#NY21”
In a video released Thursday, New York Republican Chairman Nick Langworthy urged people to vote in 
person if they can, saying it is the best way to ensure their vote will be counted. Langworthy pointed to 
mailed absentee ballots in parts of Brooklyn in recent weeks that included incorrect addresses or were 
sent to the wrong person. According to Langworthy These problems, in addition to the sheer overload of 
paper ballots the Board of Elections is receiving will lead to lost, overlooked ballots that do not get 
counted. 
Additionally, ongoing fears pertaining to the coronavirus pandemic are causing significantly higher 
numbers of voters casting ballots by absentee, a process Gov. Cuomo has broadened to include 
virtually every eligible voter in the state.  What many don’t realize is that In especially close races, 
absentee ballots can be challenged by attorneys for both Republican and Democratic candidates, a 
concern Langworthy raises in the video. He added the state Republican party is "preparing for a long 
haul in counting paper ballots" in tight races for Congress and the state Legislature saying that"The 
more who vote in person, the sooner accurate results will come in so the elections can be certified. 
Langworthy urged in person voting saying that it is truly the only way you can guarantee your vote and 
your voice will be counted without challenge."
Early voting in New York State begins Saturday, October 24th. To find a designated early voting site 
https://voterlookup.elections.ny.gov/
 The early-voting period runs through Sunday, Nov. 1, two days before Election Day.
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A microscopic insect has been feeding on and killing hemlock trees, which are the most abundant tree in the Lake 
George basin. Teams from the New York State dept of conservation are spraying and injecting hemlocks as part of 
a large-scale effort to stop the spread of HWA – the hemlock wooly adelgid.

DEC Forester Bryan Ellis, who is part of the department's Bureau of Invasive Species Unit, says the invader is the 
single biggest threat to trees on the shores and islands of the lake saying he’s see it completley wipe out 
hemlocks, which are a foundation species in the region, and the loss of which would have a huge effect, especially 
in an area like Lake George where the hemlock tree provide shade to wildlife on the shore and in the water. They 
also prevent soil run-off into the lake, and they provide a natural frame to the natural beauty of the 32-mile body of 
water.
Dr. Mark Whitmore, from Cornell University, is a leading expert on adelgids. He says he's seen them wipe out 
entire forests in the Southern United States. Whitmore is hoping pesticides will buy time for some natural 
predators, including beetles and flies, to take hold down the road. The best guess as to where the relentless 
predators came from is that they were carried to Lake George by the wind, or possibly on birds. It was an astute 
camper in the area who first found the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid at a campsite back in August. The DEC says they 
expect the elimination operation attempting to protect and preserve the hemlock trees to take at least five years.
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Target is planning to pay out $70 million in bonuses to hourly employees on the frontlines for the holiday shopping 
season. According to the company's announcement earlier this week, approximately 350,000 employees will 
get $200 bonuses. This is Target's fourth round of pay incentives during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Target, along with other major companies are Part of a trend in the Capital Region where jobs are abounding as 
Target, Amazon, Dollar General, UPS and others urging people to apply for warehouse jobs, as the majority of 
shoppers this year are expected to shop online.
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