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Albany Mayor Kathy Sheehan announced earlier this week that she plans to seek a third term. 
In her announcement Sheehan touted her accomplishments during her tenure saying she 
engaged residents, community leaders, activists, business leaders and elected officials to 
create a playbook to move Albany forward, pulling the city of Albany out of grave financial 
shape, repaired its crumbling infrastructure and addressed deep inequity across Albany 
neighborhoods. However, what Sheehan failed to mention was that under her watch, the city of 
Albany experienced skyrocketing crime and gun related injuries and deaths, rioting and theft 
during the Black Lives Matter debacle over the summer, while Mayor Sheehan was busy 
proudly pandering to the movement and approving the painting of the BLM tag along Lark 
Street in humungous, and garish letters. Sheehan also signed a local executive order banning 
tightening restrictions around law enforcement’s ability to address crime including de-escalation 
training in the Albany police department.

Sheehan also did not mention her role in having a  massive LGBTQ rainbow painted across 
Central Ave in Albany, nor the removal of the statue of beloved Albany historical figure Philip 
Schuyler – a renown American patriot and Revolutionary War hero - because of unproven 
accusations that he once owned slaves. Nor did sheehan expound on the state Comptroller's 
office calling the city Albany one of the most financially stressed communities in New York state several 
years ago while she was mayor. Nor did she discuss her remarks several years ago when she said that 
the city’s failure to obtain state financial aid was due in large part to 60 percent of properties in Albany 
being tax exempt, like churches. Nor did Sheehan expound on her plans to slap Albany residents with a 
22 percent property tax hike to cover a $12 million deficit in 2017. 

In 2014 Kathy Sheehan became the city's 57th -- and first female – mayor. Sheehan's third 
campaign launches amid the COVID-19 pandemic which continues to affect the health of residents and 
businesses in the city and she has stated that, while she had planned not to seek a third time, she feels 
the city of Albany needs her and that her experience and leadership are critical to helping the city 
recover. Sheehan, who was formerly the city’s treasurer, is the first candidate to publicly declare for next 
year's election.

Sheehan’s announcement included endorsements from several prominent Democrats at the 
federal, state, county and city level. Because of the city's overwhelming Democratic enrollment, 
the party's primary is the de facto election for city offices. Albany doesn't change mayors very 
often. Sheehan is just the city's fourth elected mayor since 1942. The city hasn't had a 
Republican mayor since the early 1920s.
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Agencies across the state are being directed to prepare for extreme weather over the 
holiday weekend.  On Wednesday, Gov. Cuomo urged New Yorkers to prepare for 
potentially freezing, soaking storm that is expected to bring a mix of torrential 
downpours, high winds, and heavy lake effect snow in some areas. 

Last week, the Capital Region experienced a record snow storm, effectively locking 
people down with an overwhelming amount of snowfall, up to 3 feet in some areas. In 
fact, Nearly a week after last Thursday’s historic storm, snow plow crews in cities and 
towns across the area show no signs of stopping. Frank Zeoli, the deputy 
commissioner of the Albany Department of General Services said they are moving 
snow, plowing back snow to the curb, hauling it away in dump trucks and doing 
whatever they can to address it. In Saratoga, a man suffering from hypothermia was 
rescued after he got stuck driving on an unplowed road. Out in Owego, A New York 
State Trooper rescued a man stuck in his car for 10 hours under 4 feet of snow during 
that storm after his car broke down and a snow plow covered his car with mountains 
of snow. A 12 year old girl from the town of Knox was critically injured after being 
accidentally buried in a snowbank by a family member while plowing the driveway is 
recovering. She’s in critical condition. Residents in the town of Colonie lost power, a 
man driving a snowmobile on 787 died after colliding with a snow plow.

As for the expected weather issues this week, According to the National Weather 
Service, a passing cold front is expected to bring heavy rain, strong gusts of wind, and 
potential floods to the Capital Region and the Mid-Hudson and Mohawk Valleys, 
along with New York City and Long Island and It could also bring up to nine inches 
of lake effect snow to areas in the North Country and up to a foot of snow in Western 
New York. Flood watches, high wind watches, and winter storm watches have been 
issues across the state.

In response to the extreme weather, Cuomo has directed state agencies to begin 
emergency preparations and cautioned holiday travelers saying if they plan on 
traveling, please do so with care and remember to celebrate smart by preparing their 
cars ahead of time with supplies like food, and water, blankets, flashlights, gloves and 
shovels.
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The Capital Region crossed a grim milestone on Wednesday, as four more resident 
deaths due to COVID-19 brought the region's known death toll from the disease to 
500. The latest victims were residents of Albany, Rensselaer and Warren counties. 
The deaths come as the region is experiencing record numbers of new 
coronavirus infections and hospitalizations.

On Monday, eight local counties reported a total of 1,042 new 
coronavirus infections. And on Tuesday Capital Region hospital leaders said they 
have begun to limit non-urgent surgeries in an effort to save space for what they 
anticipate will be a surge of new COVID-19 patients in January.

But in spite of the increase, COVID 19 infections across the state of New York 
hover just below 6%. Church attendance across the area, as well as around the 
country continue to suffer financially with attendance restricted in some areas while 
others simply don’t show up anymore. Pastor Rick Warren of the California-
based Saddleback Church said in an interview this week that COVID revealed a 
fundamental weakness in the Church saying that building a fellowship based on the 
power of Sunday gatherings alone will prove to be a failure in an era when churches 
are being shut down because They will have a hard time re-gathering, rebuilding 
momentum, and reestablishing their mission as a church.. As many as one in five 
churches could permanently close due to shutdowns stemming from the pandemic, 
said David Kinnaman, president of the prominent Christian research organization 
Barna Group.

But plenty of Christians are getting creative. At a shopping center outside of Los 
Angeles on Tuesday evening, actor and evangelist Kirk Cameron headlined a third 
Christmas carol sing-along to protest California’s stern public health restrictions. 
While media slammed the event as a “super spreader event”, Cameron said We are 
going to be celebrating our God-given liberties, our constitutionally protected rights 
at this time at Christmas to sing Christmas songs to gather, to assemble, and to sing 
about the birth of our savior, the Prince of Peace.

Dr. Fauci, regarded by some as the nation’s leading infectious disease expert, says 
Covid spikes due to Christmas and Hanukkah will likely be more severe than 
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Thanksgiving even though deaths from drug over doses and suicides are 
significantly higher than any deaths from COVID itself as people struggle mentally 
and emotionally with state mandates keeping them apart from their support systems. 
Even among people without mental health challenges, so called “Covid fatigue is a 
very real issue as “People are worn out of being shut down and not allowed to do 
things that they really would enjoy doing, particularly during the holiday season. In 
fact, numerous surveys have shown that as much as 75% of people have no plans to 
isolate from their families and friends this holiday season. 

Locally, Glens Falls Hospital said Wednesday it received its first shipment of the 
Moderna  vaccine and has begun vaccinating employees.  Some doses received are 
earmarked for EMS and other first responders – the hospital said it is working 
directly with these first responder teams to get their members vaccinated and that 
they have not received vaccine to be given to the general public, nor do they know 
the timeline of such vaccines, or where the public will go to receive the vaccine. 
Even with a COVID vaccine, governor Cuomo said that as much as he’d like to 
avoid it - mask wearing and social distancing requirements, economic shutdowns 
and greater restrictions on personal freedom are all part of his grand plan to oversee 
how New Yorkers proceed into their future if the state continues to experience 
ongoing or increasing spike in infection and death rates.
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A Libyan bombmaker now faces terrorism-related charges in the United States 32 years after a bomb 
aboard Pan Am Flight 103 went off, killing 270 people, including 35 Syracuse University students, and 
for one Capital Region Family, it’s welcomed news. Every winter solstice, Richard Hartunian and his 
family pause to take time and remember his sister, Lynne Carol Hartunian who was flying aboard Pan 
Am Flight 103 on December 21, 1988, when the bomb exploded over the town of Lockerbie, 
Scotland  killing all 243 passengers and 16 crew members aboard, as well as 11 Lockerbie residents on 
the ground. . She was laid to rest at Memory Gardens Cemetery in Colonie. The tragedy occurs when
A bomb hidden inside an audio cassette player detonated in the cargo area when the plane was at an 
altitude of 31,000 feet. The disaster, which became the subject of Britain’s largest criminal investigation, 
was believed to be an attack against the United States. One hundred eighty nine of the victims were 
American.

In 2003, Libya accepted responsibility for the bombing, but didn’t express remorse. The U.N. and U.S. 
lifted sanctions against Libya and Libya agreed to pay each victim’s family approximately $8 million in 
restitution. In 2004, Libya’s prime minister said that the deal was the “price for peace,” implying that his 
country only took responsibility to get the sanctions lifted, a statement that infuriated the victims’ 
families. Pan Am Airlines, which went bankrupt three years after the bombing, sued Libya and later 
received a $30 million settlement.
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According to the indictment, Abu Agila Muhammad Mas’ud Kheir Al-Marimi allegedly made the bomb 
under the orders of top Libyan intelligence officials. Mas'ud remains in Libyan custody, but the U.S. 
government hopes to work with the Libyans to have Mas'ud face justice in the U.S., and secure all 
evidence for the trial. Richard Hatunian said It’s always painful to relive the tragedy his sister’s death, 
but that the family finds some comfort in the fact the government is still pursuing those responsible.
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The Town of North Greenbush Police Department announced that there have been numerous coyote 
sightings in the Lake Meadows neighborhood and surrounding area and they ware warning residents to 
be careful if they go outside and to keep an eye on any companion animals, even in the daylight. 
According to police, The safest option is to gooutside with any pets as coyotes don’t like humans and will 
avoid them. However, while they are not known to be particularly aggressive or violent, there are 
instances locally of coyote attacks.

 In 2017 a Saratoga woman was viciously attacked by coyote when she was on a bike path in Washington 
County. Rita Sweenor was taking pictures of birds when the coyote jumped out and grabbed her leg forcing her to 
fight back. The animal turned out to be rabid and sweenor beat the animal with her camera and dragged it into 
some nearby water where she was finally able to swim away from it. Sweenor who was a nurse for 40 years, 
sustained 15 large bites to her arms, legs, face and scalpe but was able to apply pressure to stem the flow of blood 
until she could get to a nearby home and call for help. o she knew she had to try and slow the blood loss. An 
Environmental Conservation Officer was later able to locate the animal and put it down. This season, the Town of 
North Greenbush Police say they will be consulting DEC for guidance and any assistance in keeping coyotes out of 
the populated area, if possible. They suspect that the heavy snowfall has limited food options for coyotes, forcing 
them to leave their habitats in search of something to eat.
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Speaking of finding something to eat, local restaurants trying to turn a profit during 
pandemic restructions and shutdowns are struggling to offset the high commission 
fees charged by popular third party delivery services such as Uber Eats, GrubHub, 
and DoorDash, but now another issue has emerged- fraudulent food orders from 
diners who are abusing the system to get a free meal. Dishonest customers have 
become aware of GrubHub’s no questions asked refund policies, and have reportedly 
begun calling GrubHub looking for a refund by claiming they have not received their 
delivery, or part of it.

In one instance, a customer on Manning Boulevard in Albany was reportedly caught 
having placed orders with multiple establishments throughout the City of Albany 
over multiple nights, using different accounts and names. They would place an order, 
change the delivery address last minute, then contact GrubHub asking for a refund 
claiming they never received their order.
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Albany County Sheriff Craig Apple says people may not be aware that they are 
breaking the law when committing these crimes, however he would like them to 
know that his department is ready and willing to prosecute those who are knowingly 
targeting already struggling local businesses.
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