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Story 1 – 1 min 44 sec
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/report-capital-region-drivers-lose-thousands-of-dollars-each-year-
due-to-road-conditions

Capital Region residents are bracing themselves for already rough roads and bridges to get even worse, with salt 
and snowplows about to become common sights. A new report shows just how much the financial damage can be 
for local drivers. The average driver in the Capital Region loses more than $2,100 every year as a result of 
roads that are deteriorated, congested, and also may lack some key safety features. The Washington DC-
based non-profit "TRIP" is behind this new report out - they looked at road and bridge conditions across 
the state, including in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy area. Traffic, economic development, highway 
safety and transportation funding also factored into their report. 

The report found that over the last 5 years, there's been an average of 76 traffic deaths locally every year - 
a number experts say could be cut down with more safety features on roads. The report also found 22 
percent of local roads have pavements rated as being in poor condition, with 24 percent roads assessed as 
being in mediocre condition. As for bridges, 9 percent are in need of immediate repairs or outright 
replacement. The issue has gotten the attention of local legislators.

In a statement Assemblyman John McDonald of the 108th district said it might be a tough conversation, 
but it’s a necessary one about how to provide sustainable funding to fix the roads and bridges across the 
Capital Region. Assemblywoman Pat Fahy of the 109th district said that The gas tax is no longer 
sufficient in terms of helping the Capital Region and that it is paramount that infrastructure and safety are 
swiftly addressed. According to the report, once traffic on Capital Region roads returns to pre-pandemic 
levels, drivers in the area will spend an extra 49 hours every year, stuck in traffic.

Story 2 – 1 min 21 sec
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/ny-bill-would-mandate-covid-19-vaccine-if-voluntary-herd-immunity
https://cbs6albany.com/news/nation-world/stressing-freedom-vaccine-opponents-rebranding-in-virus-era

A member of the New York State Assembly is proposing a bill that would mandate a COVID-19 vaccine 
if enough people do not voluntarily participate in the state's vaccination process.

New York State Assemblywoman Linda Rosenthal, a Democrat from Manhattan) introduced the bill in 
Albany on December 4. The bill would require the vaccine to be administered to everyone who can 
receive it in a clinically safe manner if the state's current vaccination efforts do not reach the minimum 
amount needed for New York to "achieve sufficient immunity. The cost of the bill has not yet been 
determined. It is currently in Assembly committee. If approved, the bill would take effect immediately.

During the COVID-19 pandemic vaccine opponents have been increasingly vocal, expressing grave 
concerns about unknown side effects of the vaccines which have been rapidly created instead of taking 
years of study and develop and they’re not alone- Plenty of people who are not opposed to vaccinations 
are deeply concerned about the obvious attempts to infringe on civil liberties and medical freedom. A 
new analysis published in the American Journal of Public Health has found that between 2009 to 2019, 
conversations around civil liberties in the anti-vaccine community had increased, with Facebook pages 
framing vaccines as an issue of values and civil rights as Americans continue to push back against 
medical authoritarianism in Democrat-controlled states like New York.

https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/report-capital-region-drivers-lose-thousands-of-dollars-each-year-due-to-road-conditions
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/report-capital-region-drivers-lose-thousands-of-dollars-each-year-due-to-road-conditions
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/ny-bill-would-mandate-covid-19-vaccine-if-voluntary-herd-immunity
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A11179


Story 3– 2 min 25 sec
https://www.christianpost.com/news/pearl-harbor-the-tale-of-the-sundays.html
https://www.christianpost.com/voice/pearl-harbor-aftermath-and-our-times.html
https://suncommunitynews.com/news/85068/cuomo-orders-flags-half-staff-for-pearl-harbor-remembrance/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2019/07/22/75-years-later--pearl-harbor-victim-buried-in-
loudonville-

December 7, 2020 marked the 79th anniversary of the attacks on Pearl Harbor, a date President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt said "will live in infamy" after Captain Mitsuo Fuchida and his Japanese kamikaze fighters came roaring 
out of the Pacific cloud cover on a Sunday morning, and bombed the American Naval base at Pearl Harbor 
targeting a hefty portion of the American Pacific fleet with destruction and death, before disappearing into the 
sunrise.

After the war Captain Mitsuo Fuchida became a Christian, and then an evangelist, proclaiming the Gospel 
throughout Japan and the world. Fuchida had been moved by Christian testimonies, and gave his life to Christ after 
reading a tract by a former American POW in Japan, Jacob DeShazer, who had returned to Japan as a missionary 
after General Douglas MacArthur opened the way for the Christian Gospel to enter Japanese society.

In fact, while General Douglas MacArthur faced immense challenges when he was assigned to help the Japanese 
rebuild their nation following the devastation of the Second World War, he sought the Bible for guidance. The 
country’s national pride was broken, its government in shambles, the economy shattered, and the educational 
system in ruins. Atom bombs had leveled much of the major cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. MacArthur, who 
was known to carry his bible wherever he went intuitively sought to set the principles at the core of the new Japan. 
At MacArthur’s request, the Pocket Testament League provided ten million Bibles in the Japanese language.

Last year, The remains of Charles M. Stern Jr., an Albany sailor killed in the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 
1941 were brought home after His remains were in Hawaii for more than seven decades. last September, his family 
received news that his remains had been identified and he was buried in Loudonville, This year, in remembrance of 
the attacks on Pearl Harbor, Gov. Cuomo directed that flags on state government buildings be flown at half-staff. 
more than 2,400 Americans were killed, including 40 New Yorkers. In a statement Cuomo said, “New Yorkers are 
eternally grateful to the men and women of our Armed Forces who have committed their lives to defending our 
nation, and as we thank them for all they do to keep us safe, we must also honor the sacrifice of those we have lost 
by upholding the ideals our nation was founded upon.. He also said that During such times of crisis, division and 
adversity, it is important to reflect on how much we can overcome when we are united, and work together to help 
forge a better future for all Americans."

Story 4 – 1 min 43 sec
https://www.facebook.com/lizlemeryjoy
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10224266414756893&set=p.10224266414756893&type=3
https://thehill.com/homenews/529491-michigan-lawmaker-who-gave-warning-to-trump-supporters-
stripped-of-committee-seats

Liz Joy is making headlines once again calling out U.S. Representative Paul Tonko for his failure to 
condemn a shocking statement from a fellow U.S. Representative, Democrat House member Cynthia 
Johnson, from Michigan who went on video a few days ago and openly threatened over 70 Million 
American voters who voted for President Trump. 

In her stunning and deeply inappropriate statement, Johnson encouraged violence against anyone 
who voted for Present Trump or even supports him. Saying, that anyone who backed the president 
had better "be careful" and "walk lightly." urging those who she called "soldiers against 
racism" and "misogyny" to "rise." Then she said for those who are soldiers, Do it 
right. and Make them pay” As a result of her actions, Johnson was removed from her 
committee seats by state officials this week. Michigan State House Speaker Lee Chatfield 
(R) swiftly condemned Johnson's comments and said she would be stripped of her 
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seats on the House Agriculture; Oversight; and Families, Children and Seniors 
committees. In a statement Chatfield said "Threats to Democrats or Republicans are 
unacceptable and un-American," saying that violence and intimidation in politics is 
never appropriate.

Liz Joy pointedly sought out a response from Capital Region representative Paul Tonko, but so far 
he has no said a word about the incident. In her statement Joy said that every single lawmaker 
needs to come out against this unacceptable behavior. And while many have, Tonko has not, and, 
as Liz Joy pointed out, local liberal media, including the Albany Times Union, who was openly 
hostile to joy in the last election cycle and who is a staunch supporter of the Democrat party, have 
not bothered to report on it.

STORY 5 – 1 min 41 sec
https://www.facebook.com/JohnGrayFOX23
https://www.vtmag.com/post/vt-voices-q-a-with-john-
gray?fbclid=IwAR3ktMrMiX4cz_odTFp6MCJwcgB5i3QT3hdjkbGJXh1N6tnKbwapxUiNzpY
https://berkshiremag.com/home/manchester-
christmas?fbclid=IwAR2NT5JYpAqbnTN2X_rWfbXR3BNN7I9Jr91n30qqkrEAxgubyPk2QW6KKio

Local news personality and emmy awarding winning journalist John Gray has been a fixture in the 
Capital Region community for decades working as a news anchor for all the major news channels before 
taking a position as the lead anchor for FOX23. In addition to his local news work, Gray is also a noted 
author of several children’s book. In November, Gray announced that his debut novel, “Manchester 
Christmas” was ready for orders for Amazon. IN fact, a Hollywood producer has purchased the rights to 
the story has is currently shopping it around the industry for a possible film in the future. In spite of the 
national attention, Gray, in a show of support for local businesses, has been packing signed copies of 
his book into the trunk of his car and driving them around to area bookstores as Amazon failed to deliver 
multiple copies. 

Throughout his career, Gray noted In a recent interview with The Evangelist, a Catholic publication in 
the area, that he takes the things he writes and produces and likes to hide the teachings of Christ within them, as a 
way of infusing faith into everything he does as he balances his faith and a career in journalism, which is often a 
difficult business for Christians.

On social media this week, Gray, who was born and raised in Troy, urged Capital Region shoppers to 
remember the little, local bookstores this Christmas season, pointing out that almost every 
community has one & he said they have had a very hard year. Gray also said “As we have seen 
with the production of “Manchester Christmas” the LAST thing shoppers in the area should do is 
rely on Amazon to buy books.” According to Gray, the Capital Region needs options that go beyond 
the big box stores and mega online retailers and he said many will find that the area truly does need 
what small businesses have to offer.

STORY 6 – 3 min 34 sec 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/09/electoral-college-electors-in-new-york-will-
meet-in-person-monday/3863106001/
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Stefanik-signs-onto-suit-seeking-to-overturn-
15792453.php?IPID=Times-Union-HP-CP-Spotlight
https://www.prageru.com/video/do-you-understand-the-electoral-college/?gclid=CjwKCAiAq8f-
BRBtEiwAGr3DgU-
kjh3Ky3V6OmiTPT5gTSkzTmmuS5e_jXOLpEjk4smbh_XSuI3n9BoCDBkQAvD_BwE
https://www.wavy.com/news/national/texas-election-challenge-gains-support-from-trump-campaign-17-
states/
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Former President Bill Clinton as well as his wife Hillary along with Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
a number of other members of New York's Democratic political elite will soon be gathering 
indoors in the middle of the global pandemic as the state’s Electoral College delegation 
convenes to formally elect Joe Biden and Kamala Harris as the nation's next president and 
vice president, even as incumbent President Donald Trump continues his bid to overturn the 
election in court.

While COVID 19 infections continue to rise across the state, and while Governor Cuomo has 
repeatedly told New Yorkers to stay away from their loved ones and spend their holidays 
alone and staring their screens, he decided that the state’s electoral college, comprised of 
many of his close personal friends and political allies, must meet in person, having adopted a 
strict interpretation of a section of state Election Law that says in part: "The electors shall 
convene at the state capitol." Meaning that a virtual vote simply cannot happen in order to 
remain in compliance with the letter of the law.

In fact, If New York were to allow remote votes from outside the Capitol building, it could 
open the state to a legal challenge from Trump and his supporters whom Cuomo has said 
have proven to be litigious as dozens of states as well as the President himself have thrown 
their weight behind a Texas lawsuit claiming four battleground states made 
“unconstitutional” changes to election laws ahead of the 2020. A similar lawsuit was 
filed by George HW Bush in 2000 contesting the election of Al Gore and not only did 
Bush win the suit, but the Supreme Court ruling set a significant precedent for states 
that illegally manipulate election laws.
Rep. Elise Stefanik is one of two Republican members of Congress from New York 
who have formally announced this week their support of the lawsuit.

In a Presidential election, people often dispute the popular vote versus the vote of the 
Electoral College because they do not understand the difference between the two nor 
do many understand how the Electoral College works or why it was put into place. 

According Tara Ross, an instructor at the conservative education outlet PragerU, the 
founders of the United States of America had no intention of creating a pure majority 
rule democracy because they kenw from a careful study of history that pure 
democracies do not work- they implode- because in a pure democracy, bare 
majorities can easily tyrannize the rest of the country and the Founders wanted to 
avoid this at all costs. Ross also pointed out that the true Presidential election takes 
place in December, not November, when the 538 electors cast their votes on behalf of 
each state’s popular vote.

The electoral college, a process that is spelled out in the U.S. Constitution, requires a 
president to win 270 electoral votes that represent the makeup of the diverse republic 
of the United States, rather than allowing a president to be elected by a popular 
majority which are concentrated in specific areas. This not only forces a candidate to 
campaign to throughout the entire country, but also prevents one-sided election wins 
due to areas with giant concentrations of one type of people. The electoral college 
also makes it much harder to steal elections. 



In fact, if the popular vote were the only type of voting, the Founders knew that 
candidates would focus on the largest states and populations instead of working hard 
to represent the interests of all Americans from across the country. New York state is 
a largely republican state, although elections are frequently decided in favor of 
Democrats because of large cities in the state where Democrats have collected, like 
New York City and Buffalo, and outnumber the conservative residents across the rest 
of the state. As Governor Cuomo prepares to defy his own stay at home 
proclamations and conduct in person voting in Albany for New York’s Electoral 
College votes, Rep Elise Stefanik, a staunch Trump supporter through his 
impeachment, firmly stated that the legal process contesting the election violations 
must be seen through to the end, saying, “The American people deserve to know 
there is integrity and ballot security and in key states with very thin margins, and 
that only the legal ballots are counted.”

STORY 7 – 1 min 42 sec 
https://cbs6albany.com/community/positively-upstate/saratoga-warhorse-helping-fight-prevent-ptsd-for-
those-deployed-in-pandemic

Saratoga Warhorse has launched a new program In hopes of preventing and addressing PTSD in 
service members and veterans deployed in the COVID-19 pandemic. The Military Armed Forces and 
Racehorses Program aims for early intervention, identifying Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in 
servicemebers and connecting them with the resources that can help them overcome the traumatic 
events from their past experiences. Although the source of the PTSD is different from an army medic 
overseas, to one treating COVID patients at a U.S. city hospital, therapy with horses, known as equine 
therapy, is considered to be a universal treatment.

Since April, 50,000 U.S. troops have been activated in response to the pandemic. About 25,000 retired 
and former U.S. Army medical personnel have volunteered their service. The new initiative through 
Saratoga Warhorse includes Learning the strategies to let go, to relax, and to learn to communicate with 
an animal who has also been traumatized, as the horses in the program are Thoroughbreds, racehorses 
who need to learn how to trust humans again. The connection is know to be as intense as it is healing 
for the human and the horse alike, rehabilitating the thoroughbred as well as rehabilitating the veteran in 
the process.”

Allison Cherkosly, CEO of Saratoga Warhorse, said that “It doesn't really matter what the trauma or 
stressful situation was, because the body responds in the same way and Saratoga Warhorse treats 
PTSD as a physiological reaction, and that's what the process of connecting a human with a horse 
seeks to re-set.” It's those strategies Saratoga Warhorse believes can also help prevent PTSD in service 
members and veterans deployed in the COVID-19 pandemic.
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