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Story 1 – 3 min 18 sec
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/colonie-center-open-with-extended-hours-curbside-option
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/e-commerce-affecting-how-small-businesses-operate-on-black-
friday-small-business-saturday
https://cbs6albany.com/news/coronavirus/retailers-altering-black-friday-operations-around-covid-needs
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/governor-cuomo-reports-new-yorks-covid-positivity-rate-rises-to-318
https://wnyt.com/capital-region-comeback/saratoga-springs-urged-to-shop-here-or-it-disappears-during-
winter-of-covid/5934826/?cat=10114

Colonie Center will open for Black Friday with extended hours. The shopping center will open at 8 a.m., 
and stay open until 10 p.m. The Clicks to Curbside program, a curbside pickup option for restaurants 
and retailers, will continue this holiday season. Santa will also be available for socially distanced visits 
beginning Black Friday. Families are asked to reserve a time in advance. The photo set will receive a 
deep cleaning every night. For the holiday, Target has doubled its amount of drive-up spots where 
people can just order on their app If they like, they drive on into one of these spots, pick up their items 
and drive on off.

For Walmart, Black Friday online orders that you pick up curbside in the parking lot with contact free 
delivery. But just how many folks choose to still venture out this holiday season remains to be seen. 
During a Press Call on Thanksgiving Day, Governor Cuomo reported New York State's Covid Positivity 
Rate has risen to 3.18%. Here in the Capital Region, as of Thursday, the 7 day average for the 
percentage of positive test results is at 2.37%. The Governor also announced the state has now set a 
new record-high number of Covid-19 Tests reported to New York State, with 217,721 test results 
reported on Wednesday.

Many Downtown Troy businesses are banking on a big shopping weekend, in a tough year for mom and 
pop shops. Katie Hammon Of the Downtown Troy Business Improvement District says some are 
appointment only, which gives peace of mind for those fearing big crowds. She said that A lot of retailers 
understand that not everybody is comfortable being around other people while they’re shopping. So it’s 
idea to be able to schedule something. Hammon says another option is shopping online and, she 
expects an e commerce boom, since many are shopping online right now. She says many businesses 
have created or expanded their online presence.
A grassroots group in Saratoga is trying to make sure locally-owned businesses up and down Broadway 
don't go belly up in the winter of COVID. They call their effort "Shop Here or it Disappears." The Shop 
Here group is planning a Saturday rally at the corner of Lake Avenue and Broadway and a pop-up shop 
selling all local gift baskets at Scott Varley's Broadway real estate office saying their vision is to get 
money in storefront owners pockets, so they can survive the winter. The effort is different from the Save 
Our Locals campaign from the Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce in that it focuses solely on the 
city of Saratoga Springs.

on Albany, Lark street is full of small shops hoping for a shot in the arm. Lark Street Business 
Improvement District president Patrick Noonan says small shops deserve a good weekend, and have a 
much more personal experience, even when shopping. He says this weekend won’t just help get these 
businesses through the winter, it may be what keeps them afloat in order to make it through the 
pandemic. He also noted that If the next 30-60 days do not go well a lot of locally owned businesses will be 
forced to close. Not just on Lark Street but all around the Capitol Region. According to Noonan, many businesses 
were optimistic beading into the holidays but with the spike in numbers and people’s spending curtailed, it is hard 
to predict if the much needed money will come in. Restaurants are also hoping to turn a profit as shoppers 
venture out for Black Friday deals. And are hoping for favorable weather for this weekend, which could 
give some places room for one more weekend of outdoor dining before possibly closing down for the 
winter months.
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Story 2– 2 min 52 sec

https://www.news10.com/news/albany-county/gifts-for-guns-buyback-program-returns-to-victory-church/
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Gun-detection-system-tested-in-Schenectady-amid-
15722297.php

The 2020 “Gifts for Guns” illegal gun buyback program from Victory Church is set for Saturday at 10 
a.m. This year, Gifts for Guns is offering $150 gift cards to popular stores—Foot Locker, Jimmy Jazz, 
Best Buy, Macy’s, and Walmart—in exchange for illegal handguns. Head to the church at 118 Quail 
Street in Albany on the next four Saturdays: November 28, December 5, December 12, and December 
19

In Schenectady this year the city has recorded 78 gun crimes, including five homicides, according to 
data from the police department. Police said 22 people have been shot prompting the city to initiate a 
new program utilizing a gunfire locator or gunshot detection technology which is a system that detects 
and conveys the location of gunfire using acoustic, optical, or other types of sensors and then 
immediately notifies police of the location. the system can also detect the sound of motor vehicle 
crashes, glass breaking and loud screaming.

A decade ago, Troy tried an earlier version of such technology but ultimately abandoned the 
ShotSpotter system in 2012 because police found it did not work determining that calls from residents 
were more reliable that alerts from ShotSpotter. The sheriffs and district attorneys of Albany and 
Rensselaer Counties have said they support Gifts for Guns programs like the one at Victory Church 
saying it is part of the “Enough” anti-gun violence program backed by Victory and Albany DA David 
Soares.

The ENOUGH initiative a confidential and anonymous program developed to disarm youth and deter 
crime with three options – voluntary surrender in exchange for gifts, anonymous support through hotline 
calls where kids can speak with experienced counselors and reformed ex-offenders who will provide 
information and guidance to help begin the process of leaving the violent street culture behind, and a 
$500 Reward and Incarceration option from an account that has been created to reward $500 cash 
for responsible citizens who provide information to the ENOUGH hotline leading to the removal of a gun 
and the arrest of an individual in possession of that gun. All information remains anonymous.

According to the Albany County DA’s office, urban violence in Albany is the direct result of a proliferation 
of handguns on the streets and a culture of youth that is all too willing to use lethal force to settle 
disputes. And they say is time for communities to unite, and take back the streets of Albany County. 

Exchanges through the Gifts for Guns program can be made between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on any of 
those days. Or guns can also be picked up by arranging an appointment, with no questions asked. 
Appointments can be made by calling (518) 857-0726 The church is hoping to collect as many guns as 
they can from Albany and Troy.

Story 3 – 2 min 47 sec
https://www.christianpost.com/news/supreme-court-blocks-new-yorks-covid-19-restrictions-on-
churches.html?clickType=link-most-popular
https://nypost.com/2020/11/26/gov-cuomo-supreme-court-church-ruling-irrelevant-despite-decision/

The Supreme Court ruled on Wednesday in favor of a Catholic diocese and an Orthodox Jewish group, 
temporarily blocking New York’s COVID-19 restrictions on houses of worship saying in its 5-4 ruling that 
“Members of this Court are not public health experts, and that even they should respect the judgment of 
those with special expertise and responsibility in this area. But even in a pandemic, the Constitution 
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cannot be put away and forgotten, saying "The restrictions at issue here, by effectively barring many 
from attending religious services, strike at the very heart of the First Amendment’s guarantee of religious 
liberty.” 

The groups had sued Gov. Andrew Cuomo over his executive order limiting worship gatherings to 10 
people for those in red zones and 25 for those in orange zones, under the perimeters of his new cluster 
plan. 

According to the court’s opinion Cuomo’s regulations cannot be viewed as neutral because they single 
out houses of worship for especially harsh. The court also noted that there has been no evidence of 
outbreaks of the coronavirus in the Catholic churches or Jewish synagogues — which have followed 
health guidelines — since they reopened. In a concurring opinion, Justice Neil Gorsuch said Gov. 
Cuomo has allowed many businesses to remain open and that “the only explanation for treating religious 
places differently seems to be a judgment that what happens there just isn’t as ‘essential’ as what 
happens in secular spaces.”

“Indeed, Gorsuch said, the Governor is remarkably frank about this: In his judgment laundry and liquor, 
travel and tools, are all “essential” while traditional religious exercises are not. That is exactly the kind of 
discrimination the First Amendment forbids.

However, on Thursday Cuomo called the Supreme Court’s order temporarily blocking New York from 
setting coronavirus capacity limits at houses of worship is “irrelevant” and “moot. Because he said the 
houses of worship in question are no longer in designated red and orange zones so the restrictions no 
longer apply to them Cuomo said that the Supreme Court ruling was more illustrative of the Supreme 
Court than anything else, deriding the court’s new conservative bent with the addition of Justice Amy 
Coney Barrett by President Trump.

In the larger context, the five justices in the majority warned they won’t tolerate violations of the First 
Amendment right to religious freedom — telegraphing what they might do on broader cases involving 
statewide restrictions on houses of worship, for example. New York State House Republican Leader 
Kevin McCarthy said “Power-hungry Democrats like Cuomo have used the pandemic as an excuse to 
target people of faith with radical restrictions, calling it a win for religious liberty.

The governor’s legal adviser Beth Garvey, said houses of worship are now governed by less restrictive 
50 percent capacity limits.
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https://wnyt.com/albany-new-york-news/lake-luzerne-teen-battling-cancer-goes-on-shopping-
spree/5931711/?cat=11963
https://poststar.com/make-a-wish-gives-lake-luzerne-teenager-a-shopping-spree-
copy/article_c3af4453-fc74-5962-bc5d-e46c16fac5fd.html
http://pancreatic.org/november/

Make-A-Wish Foundation of Northeast New York made a shopping spree possible for a 16-year-old from 
Lake Luzerne who was shuttled by limo on a trip that stretched from Queensbury to Crossgates Mall last 
week. Stores on the list included the Disney store, GameStop and Build-A-Bear Workshop.
Wyatt is battling leukemia, which has caused him to miss out on playing tennis with friends and going to 
school, and is responsible for causing a number of panic attacks and depression, according to his 
mother Charlotte Thomas. She added that COVID-19 has only made a difficult situation even harder. 
The family said the shopping spree has lifted up his spirits and made him feel normal again. 
November is Pancreatic Cancer Awareness month and the disease is one of the most underresearched 
yet deadliest forms of cancer because it is one of the most difficult to detect with symptoms often 
presenting only the later stages, meaning that early detection could be life saving. Every day, more than 
1,257 people worldwide will be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, and while death rates are declining for 
many other cancers, the survival rates for pancreatic cancer remain around 9%. 
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The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, known as PanCan, has made it their mission to create a 
network of survivors who offer hope, support, education and treatment ideas for those suffering with the 
disease and they can be reached through their website PanCan.org. The non-profit said they’ve 
invested approximately $126 million into pancreatic cancer research since 2003, and will invest another 
$23 million this year.
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https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/politics/albany/2020/11/27/new-york-schools-
open-covid-testing-zones/6435660002/ 
https://www.albanyschools.org/news/1696581/district-preparing-yellow-zone-testing-plans

New York state is hoping to expand COVID-19 testing in schools to keep open in-person kindergarten 
through eighth-grade classes through the winter. Gov. Cuomo laid out the broad parameters of his plan 
Thursday, saying that younger students may be better protected from the virus by being in school than 
learning remotely and being more in the community. But that will require a heavier dose of testing in 
schools to ensure infection rates are low among students and staff.

IN a letter sent home to parents this week, The City School District of Albany said they are prepared to 
begin a district-wide COVID-19 testing system at any time following the Thanksgiving break to measure 
the level of confirmed cases in the area that may meet the state’s criteria for a “yellow zone.” The district 
said they will be prepared to test 20% of all in-person students and employees over a two-week period if 
new cases continue at recent levels. The plan also calls for school nurses to lead testing teams that will 
visit each building daily. Testing would be conducted randomly and Parents and guardians would be 
required to provide consent for students prior to testing; the district will also have a consent process 
ready for families following the Thanksgiving break.

In a conference call with reporters this week, Cuomo said, in order ot keep schools open, there must be 
a level of testing that the local school districts can provide for a prolonged period of time. How New York 
will be able to provide more COVID tests for schools is unclear, and schools and local governments 
have already been raising concerns that they do not have the resources to expand testing to the level 
that the state has already been seeking. In fact, many districts are worried about the high cost of testing 
20% of students and staff in order to have in-person classes calling it logistically impossible as county 
Departments of Health and local hospitals have indicated that they do not have the capacity to help and 
with testing costs hovering around $50 to $100 a person, districts are worried that spending that kind of 
money on something that's so tenuous would further drain the resources needed for education. 

Cuomo has expressed confidence that the state can sustain testing at those levels as New York has 
built a massive system that can exceed 200,000 tests per days. SUNY, for example, was able to build its 
own testing program in conjunction with SUNY Upstate Medical University that was able to 
do 152,000 tests before students left for Thanksgiving. The results came back with a positivity rate of a 
mere 0.63%.

Cuomo said infection rates in schools can often be less than in the surrounding community. The risk of 
COVID is higher for high schoolers, Cuomo said, but for kindergarten through 8th grade, the goal should 
be to have in-person learning for as long as possible.
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https://www.highsnobiety.com/p/new-york-state-police-reselling-sneakers-ebay/
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The New York State Police in Albany listed several rare sneakers on eBay that were seized in a 
drug raid. The sneakers have been in the police’s possession since 2017, when state police 
raided the Long Island home of Richard Figueroa, 46, and his wife Joann, 51. Both are accused 
of selling cocaine from their residence and auto repair shop. State police found a big collection 
of sneakers alongside the illegal narcotics. The collection included several rare Air Jordan and 
Nike releases. Some of those shoes have now been listed on the New York's Office of General 
Services’ eBay account, as the department looks to cash in on the confiscated collection.

All sneakers purchased can be picked up in Albany. Free shipping within the continental United 
States is also available.
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