
15:00 Issues Program
10.31.2020

0:05 Show Intro

Story 1 – 1 min 15 sec
news10.com/news/coronavirus/cuomo-advises-against-large-gatherings-this-thanksgiving/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/ny-state-of-politics/2020/10/28/cuomo-encourages-new-
yorkers-to-stay-home-for-the-holidays

The Thanksgiving holiday is quickly approaching, and while many people are 
planning to spend time with their families. Gov. Cuomo is warning against large 
family gatherings saying that while residents are not banned from traveling around 
the country to see family, he stressed that people must follow the state’s travel 
advisory quarantine guidelines.

Cuomo noted the spread of COVID-19 cases has come in many instances from small 
gatherings of people. The Thanksgiving weekend is typically one of the busiest travel 
days of the year. State university officials this week announced students living on 
campus must test negative for COVID-19 10 days prior to leaving for home.

State officials have placed two-week quarantine advisory for travel from 41 states and 
territories where COVID-19 cases have increased in recent weeks. New York is also 
discouraging non-essential travel to bordering states Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, and Massachusetts. Cuomo, meantime, denied that there is any official 
travel ban in place anywhere in New York although he did say that the best way to say 
“I love you” is to stay away from friends and family this year.

Story 2 – 3 min 57 sec
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/can-i-change-my-vote-trends-google-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.news10.com/news/your-local-election-hq/schenectady-county-extends-weekend-
early-voting-hours/5https://news.yahoo.com/more-1-million-mail-ballots-090049801.html
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/can-i-change-my-vote-trends-google-what-you-need-to-know

With a history election cycle just a few days away, the heat is on for local candidates across the 
Capital Region to pick up last minute voters and to continue to urge residents in the area to vote 
in person instead of by mail-in ballot. The Schenectady County Board of Elections will 
extend early voting hours over the weekend due to anticipated high voter turnout. Other 
counties are quickly examining the same possibility as early voting turns out to be an extremely 
well-attended option for voting as controversy continues to swirl around mail in ballots. 

In fact, A United States Postal Service employee in Kentucky has been charged for willfully 
obstructing the passage of mail after more than 100 absentee ballots and other mail was found 
in a construction dumpster, which is a federal crime. If convicted at trial, he faces up to 5 years 
in prison a $250,000 fine, and one year of supervised release after serving the sentence.

President Donald Trump and Republicans have been warning that mail-in voting leads to the 
problem of delays in delivery and counting, and could lead to fraud.

More than 60 million Americans have already cast their ballots ahead of Election Day – but 
some might be wondering if they can change that vote, according to Google Trends, which 
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showed this week that the top trending search was “Can I change my vote”? While most states 
do not allow voters to change their early votes, there are some that do, with restrictions.

For example, in New York state, if you have submitted an absentee ballot but change your 
mind, you can show up to your polling place during early voting or on Election Day and cast a 
vote, in which case the absentee ballot is set aside and not counted, according to the state 
Board of Elections.

Sixty percent of voters — nearly 70 million people — are projected to vote by mail 
nationwide during the coronavirus pandemic. Those who study absentee rejection rates 
estimate that 1 percent to 2 percent of those votes — potentially more than 1 million — won't 
count, which could make a difference in battleground states.

President Trump's 2016 win was the result of razor-thin victories in three states — Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania and Michigan. In two of those states, the numbers of rejected mail ballots from 
this year's primary elections were bigger than his margins of victory four years ago. The risk of 
ballot rejection varies by demographics and geography. The rate of rejection tends to be higher 
among younger voters, as well as for people who don't usually vote by mail. In all but five states 
this election cycle, any voter is eligible to receive an absentee ballot, largely because of 
changes made in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

As a result, some battleground states have seen seismic shifts in the way people vote. Some 
are expecting a tenfold or more increase in mail ballots as people decide that they don't want to 
go to polling places during the pandemic. Rejection of a ballot usually occur for one of two 
reasons: Voters make mistakes while filling out ballots, or ballots arrive too late to be 
counted. Mistakes can be as small as a typo in an address or a change in the appearance of a 
signature, leading to the vote being thrown in the trash.

With just a week until the election, amid slowdowns at the U.S. Postal Service, experts and 
election officials recommend that voters take care to educate themselves about the process

Barry Burden, a political science professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison said "It's a 
sad situation when a ballot is rejected," and. "It's a real risk voters take when sending a ballot in 
rather than voting in person. He said he didn’t think most voters would like their odds if they 
knew them." Last week, New York State GOP Chairman Nick Langworthy urged in person 
voting saying that it is truly the only way you can guarantee your vote and your voice will be 
counted without challenge." In New York State, the early-voting period runs through 
Sunday, Nov. 1, two days before Election Day. https://voterlookup.elections.ny.gov/

Story 3 – 2 min 20 sec
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/disciplinary-charges-filed-on-officer-in-controversial-schenectady-
neckhold-case
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Charges-being-dropped-against-man-whose-violent-
15681201.php?IPID=Times-Union-HP-CP-Spotlight

A Schenectady police officer will face disciplinary charges, in connection with an arrest this summer. 
Bodycam video shows Officer Brian Pommer employing a knee-to-neck hold on Yugeshwar 
Gaindarpersaud after the mane was accused of criminal mischief this past summer. As Gaindarpersaud's 
case has proceeded through the courts, so has a departmental investigation by the Office of Professional 
Standards -- along with a lawsuit demanding the release of Pommer's disciplinary records. Prosecutors 
faulted the police officer for his actions and agreed to drop the criminal mischief 
charges due to what they said was insufficient evidence to prove Gaindarpersaud  had 
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damaged a neighbor's property. It was that complaint of property damange that sent 
Pommer to Gaindarpersaud's home during the early morning hours of July 6 and 
ultimately led to his violent arrest in his family's yard - an interaction that triggered 
protests and an ongoing legal fight over how much of the officer's disciplinary file 
can be made public.

A resisting arrest charge will be dismissed and the record sealed if Gaindarpersaud, 
31, stays out of trouble for six months. The Schenectady District Attorney released a 
report about the case that criticized the thoroughness of Pommer's investigation of a 
neighbor's complaint that Gaindarpersaud slashed her car's tires. The DA said that 
better police work would have revealed shortcomings in the evidence needed to 
make the arrest.

Gaindarpersaud's father recorded his son's arrest by police after Pommer arrived at 
their Brandywine Avenue home to speak to Gaindarpersaud about the neighbor's 
complaint. Video from Pommer's body camera showed Gaindarpersaud ran from the 
officer who chases him into the backyard.

In a bid to handcuff a struggling Gaindarpersaud, Pommer delivered 6 submission 
punches to the man's torso, according to the report. While local media jumped in 
with open records requests for Pommer's police disciplinary file, The police union 
sued the city to block the release of any documents from unfounded or 
unsubstantiated complaints and the matter remains undecided before a state 
Supreme Court justice.

Liz Joy, who is running to flip the 20th Congressional District seat in the House of 
Representatives away from Democrat incoumbent Paul TOnko said when she wins, 
she’ll be taking Officer Brian Pommer with her to the State of the Union address in 
Washington as her guest of honor and she said I’m not your “Politically correct candidate.” In 
New York because I support our men and women in Blue.

Story 4 – 3 min 20 sec
https://joyforny.com/explore-issues/?fbclid=IwAR25t74sI2gNqNN68BEMu6n8NbIGj_i2ce7zzqmfxELI-
F6h9hKTmC4UFQU
Speaking of Liz Joy, With Just a handful of days left until Election Day, the grassroots Republican is still 
on the campaign trail, swinigng hard at democrat incumbent Paul Tonko’s record while he has been in 
office, representing the Capital District for decades. This week, Joy released a comparison of  Tonko’s 
position on major issues versus her own- and they couldn’t be more different. 

On the economy, Liz Joy said she Supports the safe reopening of NY’s Businesses to allow small 
businesses including hospitality, restaurants, theaters, and gyms to be able to provide for their families 
and livelihoods. Meanwhile Paul TOnko has earned himself a 0% Rating by National Federation of 
Independent Business; and while Liz Joy said she Supports lowering federal taxes in conjunction with 



federal spending cuts across the board given the current $27 Trillion Dollar Federal Debt which would 
protect the next generation from bearing the burden of debt, Paul TOnko has thrown his support behind 
Tax Increases for estimated $93 Trillion Dollar Green New Deal, and estimated $40 Trillion Dollar 
Medicare for All plan.

When it comes to pro life issues, Paul TOnko Voted No on the Born Alive Abortion Survivors Protection 
Act requiring doctors to perform life saving measures to infants born alive when they have a beating 
heart, voluntary muscle movement or pulsating umbilical cord. And he Voted No on Pain-Capable 
Unborn Child Protection Act prohibiting abortion 20 weeks or later when the child can feel pain. Tonko 
has also refused to comment on the more than 6,700 nursing home deaths in the state, Whereas Liz Joy 
who spoke at the March for Life rally this month said she staunchly Supports the protection of Life from 
the womb to the elderly including the disabled, the vulnerable, and those with mental health needs, 
saying she wants an investion into Cuomo’s handling of COVD-19 in nursing homes. 

 On the issue of law enforcement, Liz Joy said she’ll be taking Schenectady Police Officer Brian Pommer to the 
state of the union address when she wins and she has been endorsed by police unions across the state for her 
support of law enforcement at every level while Paul Tonko Supported the removal of $600 Million from 
state and local law enforcement, he Voted No on Protect and Serve Act of 2018 which amends the 
criminal code make it a crime to knowingly assault a law enforcement officer causing serious bodily 
injury, and Voted Yes on  the Justice in Policing Act of 2020 calling for the creation of a National Police 
Misconduct Registry publishing every complaint or disciplinary record or even termination records of 
any officer, and making them available to the public, which includes criminals who would seek to stalk, 
kill or otherwise harm officers and their families.

 Liz Joy, has repeatedly asserted her unwavering support for the U.S. Constitution, however, Paul Tonko 
has come under fire for his support of increased Federal Regulation of the 2nd Amendment and is Rated 
“F-“ by the NRA. Tonko Co-Sponsored the “Cool Off Act” supporting a federal mandatory three day 
waiting period before being able to receive a handgun, he also Co-Sponsored the “Assault Weapons Ban” 
banning all semi-automatic rifles and pistols holding more than 10 rounds and Co-Sponsored “Red Flag” 
Laws allowing for the removal of firearms from people deteremind by the government to be potentially 
harmful. 

Story 5 – 1 min 53 sec
https://www.news10.com/news/albany-county/siena-college-survey-finds-capital-region-supports-
tobacco-control/

Siena College Research Institute has released the results of a survey conducted on 
behalf of Capital District Tobacco-Free Communities taken over the summer in 
Albany, Rensselaer, and Schenectady Counties which indicates that most residents in 
those areas support tobacco control measures. Residents were questioned about 
issues like banning smoking in public beaches and parks, smoking in apartment 
buildings, and marketing cigarettes around stores and near schools. The results show 
strong support for policies reducing exposure to secondhand smoke, like a ban on 
smoking on municipal grounds, at worksites, and in parks and on beaches, and 
Residents also were strongly in favor—66%—of banning tobacco sales at stores by 
schools.

With CODIV 19 often wreaking havoc on the lungs, the survey indicates that the 
awareness of lung health and overall health is increasing as people try to stay healthy 
to stave off any potential side affects of contracting the novel coronavirus
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In May, New York banned flavored e-cigarettes—including menthol—without 
addressing tobacco products like flavored cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos, and chew, 
however, Research indicates that limiting exposure to marketing and flavors reduces 
smoking among young people.

Don Levy, director of Siena College Research Institute said that flavors like Menthol 
not only serve as a starter kit for youth smokers, it is also disproportionately used by 
African American smokers as a result of decades of targeted tobacco industry 
marketing. African Americans experience higher rates of disease and death from 
tobacco use than do white Americans and numerous studies suggest they are 
experiencing disproportionate disease and death from COVID-19. nLung health and 
a strong immune response—both compromised by smoking—is an important factor 
for covid-positive patients. Even without considering the current pandemic, experts 
generally consider smoking to be the largest preventable cause of death in the 
country.

Story 6 – 1 min 38 sec
https://www.christianpost.com/news/episcopal-bishop-william-love-resigns-same-sex-marriage-panel.html
https://livingchurch.org/2020/10/24/bishop-love-resigns/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/10/26/even-with-albany-bishops-resignation-dioceses-path-toward-
same-sex-marriage-remains-unclear/

Bishop William Love, Bishop over the Albany Diocese of the Episcopal Church announced during 
his address at the Diocesan Convention this week that he will resign as bishop and support a 
transition to new leadership for the diocese. The hearing panel which found him guilty in 
June of violating his ordination vows also agreed to discharge all further action against the 
bishop. Bishop Love’s agreement to resign early next year removes one of the final 
barriers to same sex marriages across The Episcopal Church’s domestic dioceses, 
with some congregations in the Diocese of Albany considering whether to begin 
offering marriage rites to same-sex couples upon Love’s exit. Love was one of the 
church’s most conservative bishops on that issue, and the only one to refuse to 
implement the compromise resolution passed by General Convention in 2018. 

In his statement, Love said,  that After much thought and prayer, recognizing that whatever 
disciplinary action would be offered would not be anything he could in good conscience agree to, he had 
to make the difficult, but necessary decision to resign as Bishop of Albany, effective February 1, 2021 – 
the 14th Anniversary of when Love cebame the Bishop Diocesan. Love said that Given all that has 
happened, and that which was still to come, he believes that to stay any longer would be more of a 
detriment to the Diocese than a help.

Bishop Love’s pastoral directive of November 2018, which bans the use of liturgies for same-
sex marriage in the diocese will remain in force until his resignation takes effect. Although 
moving ahead, it is largely expected that once love is gone, the Episcopal Church at large will 
fully embrace same sex marriage rites without restriction.

0:05 Show Intro

https://www.christianpost.com/news/episcopal-bishop-william-love-resigns-same-sex-marriage-panel.html
https://livingchurch.org/2020/10/24/bishop-love-resigns/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/10/26/even-with-albany-bishops-resignation-dioceses-path-toward-same-sex-marriage-remains-unclear/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/10/26/even-with-albany-bishops-resignation-dioceses-path-toward-same-sex-marriage-remains-unclear/

