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Story 1 – 1 min 06 sec
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Albany-fire-truck-stolen-recovered-in-Schenectady-
15645049.php

An Albany Fire Department ladder truck was stolen earlier this week and police were notified when a 
passerby saw it parked in the 1500 block of State Street in Schenectady. Colonie police are 
investigating the crime because the truck was stolen off the Municipal Training Center lot on Wade Road 
in the town. The fire truck was on the property for training use for new recruits to Albany's Fire Academy. 
The property's gates were not closed and locked that night, according to fire chief Brian Winn. Fire 
trucks also do not need keys to start. According to Winn, There's no surveillance footage in that area 
there, so investigators are unable to narrow down the time frame for the theft. Yet.” Winn also noted that 
the severe storm that had recently blown through the Capital Region, knocking out power for days, had 
shut down surrounding surveillance systems they would have normally referred to. However, police 
recovered forensic evidence — including potential fingerprints and DNA — and are waiting for laboratory 
results. In addition to the fire truck, a number of fire protective equipment was stolen from inside the 
building. Some was recovered inside the stolen truck, however a pair of boots, a helmet and an air pack 
remain missing.

Story 2 – 2 min 45 sec
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/ny-state-of-politics/2020/10/14/cuomo-oks-juneteenth-
holiday-bill
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-juneteenth-national-holiday
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/historic-u-s-job-market-continues-african-american-unemployment-
rate-hits-new-low/
https://thehill.com/latino/501325-black-unemployment-hits-highest-rate-in-more-than-a-decade
https://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/trump-unveils-platinum-plan-for-black-americans-at-campaign-event-
in-atlanta
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/05/25/joe-biden-you-aint-black-racism-trump-
column/5254434002/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/community/2020/06/20/albany-juneteenth-celebration-
grows-in-size-with-greater-awareness

A bill designating Juneteenth as a formal public holiday in New York was signed into law on this week by 
Gov. Cuomo. Although the day is associated with the end of slavery in the United States, in reality it is 
the anniversary of when a Union Army general rode into Texas to take control of the state with federal 
troops and enforce the Emancipation Proclamation. Technically speaking, slaved had been emancipated 
across the country three years earlier when President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation.

Until this year New York had previously observed Juneteenth as a "day of commemoration" called 
Juneteenth Freedom Day since 2004. However Through an executive order, Cuomo declared the day a 
holiday, closing state offices. State lawmakers this summer, following a slew of often violent protests 
and demonstrations against racism and policing, introduced measures to expand the day to a full public 
holiday. 

Currently 46 states have some sort of commemoration for the day and on the federal level President 
Trump will reportedly push toward the creation of a federal holiday for Juneteenth reversing his stance 
after previously declining to endorse a legislative effort earlier this year. A two-page document the 
Trump campaign released in September listed the President’s many efforts on criminal justice 
reform and health care, as well as the commitment to make Juneteenth a national holiday and a pledge 
to create 3 million new jobs for Black Americans; 500,000 new Black-owned businesses and $500 billion 
in access to capital in Black communities. 
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At this time last year, African-American Unemployment Rates Hit New Lows under the Trump 
administration, making history and headlines. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, however, job market 
losses and unemployment rates went up to historic numbers. But Black unemployment in May of this 
year represented the highest rate in more than a decade,. The President acknowledged the shift saying 
his second term as President would be heavily focused on continuing to strengthen and support black 
communities with his “Platinum Plan” that will seek “alternative ways to build credit “increase 
opportunities for small business lending and technical assistance” through private financial institutions 
that aim to help low-income and other disadvantaged people and communities with affordable lending. 

Meanwhile, Democratic nominee Joe Biden continues to make headscratching statements like If you 
have a problem figuring out whether you're for me or Trump, then you ain't black." And continues to 
publicly and repeatedly defend a 1994 crime bill he supported that wreaked heavy damages in the Black 
communities he is heavily supported by them. In fact, the Center for American Progress said that 
Biden’s crime bill also expanded the school-to-prison pipeline and increased racial disparities in juvenile 
justice involvement by creating draconian penalties for so-called super predators which are in reality 
low-income children of color, especially black children, who are convicted of multiple crimes.” 

Meanwhile, The President also vowed to “prosecute the KKK and ANTIFA as terrorist organization 
saying "Together we will fulfill our contract with Black America and we will pass the Platinum Plan into 
law to grow and enrich black communities in America and promised he would make it happen quickly 
and easily. In the Capital Region Last year’s Juneteenth celebration drew up to 1,300 visitors in 
some areas. local lawmakers who have pushed hard for the newly approved state holiday say 
amid the coronavirus pandemic and the Black Lives Matter movement, makes it even more 
meaningful than celebrations in years past and that Juneteenth has grown to become an 
Independence Day celebration for all Black Americans.

Story 3 – 2 min 36 sec
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/cinema-federation-pleads-with-governor-for-permission-to-reopen-
some-new-york-theaters
https://variety.com/2020/biz/news/new-york-movie-theaters-reopening-plan-cuomo-1234805200/

A desperate plea by the movie theater industry has been sent to Governor Cuomo to let them reopen as 
their reserves run thin. The Global Cinema Federation this week implored Governor Cuomo to let them 
reopen in New York, in areas that aren’t seeing increases in infection rates, warning that many may not 
survive this pandemic. But the state has yet to give them a green light, and is standing firm on their 
orders to stay closed. Inside the Capitol, Assemblywoman Patricia Fahy has also been rallying support 
for the industry. On Sept. 3, she wrote a letter to Cuomo arguing that theaters could reopen safely. 
Since then, she says she has not heard anything, and she is not optimistic about a reopening any time 
soon calling the governor’s response discouraging,, saying she and several other state lawmakers have 
done everything in their power to try to push the case. 

The National Association of Theatre Owners has lobbyists in Albany who are also pleading with the 
governor’s office. The industry argues that without guidelines for a reopening in New York, major studios 
will not release tentpole films which would be potentially ruinous for an industry that depends on 
superhero movies and franchise fare to draw crowds. The release of “Wonder Woman 1984″ is currently 
set for Christmas Day, but there are worries that it could be pushed back if it cannot open in the nation’s 
media capital. Decisions made in Albany can ripple around the world, postponing releases overseas as 
well as nationwide. 

According to Pay Fahy streaming movies isn’t enough and she said that theaters can provide an anchor 
for a shopping mall or a retail district saying They often are an economic driver on rural main streets and 
she criticized the governor’s decision saying its hurting local economies.” Fahy pointed to the Madison 
Theatre, a historic venue in one Albany neighborhood that just reopened in December 2019 after being 
shuttered for two years. The new owners renovated it and transformed it into a dine-in venue, with a full 
bar, but The theater was in business for just three months before the pandemic forced it to close again. 
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In her letter to Cuomo — which was signed by 16 other lawmakers — Fahy argued that theaters are 
safer than restaurants, which have been allowed to reopen for indoor dining with reduced capacity.

Smaller theaters like Scotia cinemas are also feeling the economic fallout saying they’re not sure how 
much longer they can hold out. Officials with the governor’s office acknowledged that locally owned 
theaters as well as the major chains are barely staying afloat, but said that they have to make the tough 
decision to keep them closed based on the science and data they’re getting from public health experts 
and have no plans to reopen theaters at this time.

Story 4 – 3 min 45 sec
https://cbs6albany.com/news/coronavirus/fox-news-meteorologist-joins-protestors-at-albany-rally-
demanding-nursing-home-changes
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/politics/2020/10/14/-let-us-in---families-of-nursing-
home-residents-rally-at-nys-capitol
https://nypost.com/2020/10/13/cuomo-blames-gop-post-for-his-nursing-home-covid-19-death-scandal/

"Let us in, Let us in." Family members of New York State nursing home residents repeatedly 
chanted these words outside the New York State Capitol building in Albany this week, calling 
on the state to allow them to visit with their loved ones face to face.

Right now, New York nursing homes can only have visitors if they've been COVID-free 14 days, but 
families at the rally say nursing home residents are dying because facilities are short-staffed and there's 
no family advocates to make sure residents are getting care. Grassroots groups that formed on social 
media came together urging Governor Cuomo to take executive action on legislation to allow essential 
family caregivers into a nursing home, regardless if there's a pandemic or not.

Stephen Hanse, president of the New York State Health Facilities Association, said that the 
current state nursing home visitation policy is too stringent. He pointed to the federal 
government’s nursing home policy which is a little more lenient and based on coronavirus data 
in the surrounding community. Families who rallied at the capital were pushing for Governor 
Cuomo to sign an executive order giving a family member with a loved one in nursing homes an 
“Essential Family Caregiver” designation.  

Gary Holmes, a spokesperson for the NYS Health Department responded in a statement saying 
in part, “This pandemic is not over. The Department continues to assist facilities statewide that 
are currently managing COVID-19 clusters. Our decisions will continue to be driven by data and 
science, and now is not the time for anybody to let their guard down.” Holmes also called the 
protests "...a politically-charged narrative” in spite of overwhelming evidence that the governor’s actions 
not only led to tends of thousands of nursing home deaths, but also that the true numbers of deaths 
have been intentionally covered up. 

In August, the State Health Commissioner Dr. Howard Zucker testified during a legislative 
hearing saying he would release these statistics soon although It has now been over two 
months.

“Cuomo Killed New York” were the words seen on a construction sign in the Hudson Vallye town of 
Fishkill this week  after An anonymous hacker accessed a large construction sign and changed its text 
to a series of political messages including "Trump 2020," "Cuomo Killed NY" and "Trump 2020 MAGA!!!" 
infuriating some drivers and bolstering others who say they’re sick of Governo Cuomo’s continued 
mismanagement of the state.

In his newly released memoir, Governor Cuomo again blamed Republicans and The New York Post for 
the controversy surrounding his March 25 policy barring nursing homes from turning away people on the 
basis of a coronavirus diagnosis saying Republicans needed an offense to distract from the narrative of 
their botched federal response and instead attacked Democratic governors and blame them for nursing 
homes. The governor also wrote that criticism of his response was nothing more than an orchestrated 
strategy and a Fox News drumbeat. The goernor partially reversed the order in May without admitting 
that it may have cost lives.
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Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle were also at the Albany rally this week, calling on the 
state to release the exact number of nursing home residents who died from COVID-19. The 
official number is approximately 6,700 deaths, but the true number is estimated to be at least 
twice that.

Fox News Meteorologist Janice Dean lost both of her in-laws in a nursing home due to COVID-19 and 
has since become an outspoken critic of Governor Cuomo's handling of nursing homes during the 
pandemic. She was also at the protest in Albany urging the governor to release the number of nursing 
home deaths that occurred in hospitals. The governor’s office has repeatedly refused to release the true 
numbers of deaths insisting that any accusations of mishandling the pandemic are nothing more than 
right-wing conspiracy theories.

Story 5 – 2 min 24 sec
https://poststar.com/news/local/glens-falls-updates-protest-law-following-public-
hearing/article_564c8576-5940-5636-b5bd-5d1d3df17f0b.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-
1
https://poststar.com/news/local/glens-falls-sued-over-law-requiring-demonstration-
permits/article_aaa02cb7-c879-51b7-916b-1e3d745c27a2.html#tracking-source=article-related-
bottom

The American Patriots Express, a pro-Trump activist group who filed a federal lawsuit against the city of 
Glens Falls in June after their rally was shut down continues to fight for the right to demonstrate without 
prior notice. Several months after a federal judge issued an order preventing the city of Glens Falls from 
enforcing a law requiring demonstration permits, a public hearing was held before the city’s Common 
Council where a unanimous vote approved changes to the language of City Code Section 87, which 
requires large demonstrations, or “pre-planned” gatherings of more than 25, to first acquire a permit from 
the city.

According to Glens Falls Mayor Dan Hall, Section 87 pertains to demonstrations that take place 

throughout the entire city, not just public parks. He added that he believes the changes, which the city 

adopted at the recommendation of its lawyers, would be “accepted by the organizations that are 

protesting.” Hall, along with Police Chief Anthony Lydon and City Clerk Robert Curtis, are listed as 

defendants in the lawsuit brought against the city by American Patriot Express which is still pending. 

American Patriots Express have no formal organization and often plan counterprotests in the city at the 

last minute, according to the lawsuit. News of their rallies are typically spread by word of mouth or 

Facebook, making it difficult to determine how many will attend, the lawsuit says and The federal judge, 

in issuing an order preventing the city from enforcing the law, said the city’s failure to clearly define what 

a spontaneous demonstration might be made the law overly broad. 

However Under the revised law, a spontaneous demonstration is one that was not planned seven 

business days before taking place. It’s unclear if the revised law will alter the direction of the lawsuit and 

now The city must petition the court to lift the injunction preventing the city from enforcing the law. The 

American Patriot Express had planned a counterprotest to a Black Lives Matter rally held in the city in 

June, which attracted over 2,000 people, but decided not to formally plan the even over fear “the city 
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would delay or deny their application for a permit, thus subjecting them and their fellow 

counterprotesters to fines” and instead held a word of mouth spontaneous counterprotest, garnering a 

response from the City of Glens Falls that will restrict such protests going forward if the is permitted to 

enforce the new law.

Story 6 – 1 min 58 sec

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10224630600455834&set=pcb.10224630618176277&type=
3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/JoyForNY/videos/3375406372572598/
https://www.facebook.com/JoyForNY/videos/942000049657092/UzpfSTEzOTMzNDY2Njk6MTAyMTg2
MDAwMDc4OTY3NDM/
https://tonko.house.gov/news/documentquery.aspx?DocumentTypeID=27
Liz Joy is ramping up her campaign efforts with less than a month until the November elections. With 
multiple and historic endorsements from a range of sectors within the 20th Congressional District 
including historically Democrat law enforcement agencies, Joy has repeatedly attempted to meet with 
her incumbent opponent, Democrat Paul Tonko to debate the issues that matter to voters in the Capital 
District, to no avail.  Earlier this week conducted a solo Town Hall meeting this week with business 
owners across Schenectady County who were incense that, although Paul Tonko had been invited, he 
confounded many when he stated the diverse group wasn’t an accurate representation of his 
constituents. At the Town Hall, held at The Bridge Community Center, in Schenectady Joy answered 
questions from business owners who were physically present as well as over 4,000 residents who 
watched online and the conversation ranged from gun ownership in New York state to gay rights to 
fracking to pro-life issues to welfare, among other things. 

During the forum, online commenters slammed Tonko for refusing to participate in the Town Hall, calling 
him a coward who has forgotten who he works for. Tonko, who has held public office in New York for 43 
years, 
Has continues to support the often violent Black Lives Matter movement, vocally oppose pro-life 
initiatives and support increased funding of abortion including up to the day before birth, and has called 
to defund the police issued several press releases in recent weeks to tout his support of bills in the 
House and other initiatives he said he feels represent important issues to the Capital Region including 
horse racing safety, limo safety and  factors that cause North American winter extreme events.

With fewer than 20 days left until the election, Liz Joy, who has campaigned heavily throughout the 
region, spoke at the Capital Steps in Albany during the March for Life saying, she will continue to boldly 
fight for every life she represents saying Paul Tonko refuses to show up- but I will always be there.”
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