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Story 1 – 2 min 21 sec

https://www.news10.com/news/local-news/albany-rensselaer-and-schenectady-counties-all-report-no-
covid-cases-linked-back-to-gyms/
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Cuomo-announces-new-coronavirus-restrictions-on-
15719420.php?IPID=Times-Union-HP-CP-Spotlight

https://www.news10.com/news/albany-county/local-businesses-respond-to-new-state-covid-19-
restrictions/

And within less than two months after allowing gym to reopen across the state, Governor Cuomo has amended his 
permissions and is now restricting gyms, bars and restaurants once again. Cuomo claimed that contact tracers 
have traced new cases of COVID-19 to gyms, bars and restaurants even though last week headlines ran 
celebrating the fact that no cases of COVID-19 had been linked to any gyms in the state at all across Albany, 
Schenetady and Rensselaer counties, which was confirmed by the county managers in each county. 

Yet, suddenly Cuomo has asserted that gyms, as well as bars and restaurtants are directly responsible for a recent 
surge in COVID cases, now mandating that each facility closes by 10pm. The new rules went into effect Friday.

Coronavirus cases have exploded around the country in recent days, with more than a million new positives in 
November; the single-day infection records from the early days of the pandemic have been broken. However, the 
surge was anticipated as cold and flu season comes around once again. In theory, restaurants and bars should be 
safe if people are following mask-wearing and distancing guidelines, Cuomo said, but in reality, the rules are not 
being enforced enough and people are not following them.

The New York State Restaurant Association released a statement Wednesday criticizing the decision calling 
Cuomo’s latest mandates, “a huge blow to the restaurant industry that is desperately trying to stay afloat” saying 
that their ‘members have put in place procedures and protocols to mitigate the spread, and will continue to do so to 
ensure the safety of our employees and patrons.” 

One of the reasons gyms are set apart from other reopened businesses is because even before COVID, gyms 
needed to be kept constantly clean. With many gyms seeing over 1000 people a day throughout 24 hours of 
operation in addition to being spread out, wiping down machine and wearing masks. Local gym owners who run 
24-hr gyms have also expressed frustration at the governor’s latest edicts saying that reducing hours actually 
increases risk and will create situations in which people try to cram their gym sessions into fewer hours rather than 
being spread out over the course of the day.

Earlier this week Cuomo said that the recent resurgence of COVID 19 cases is due to a widespread lack of 
compliance and a lack of local enforcement, complaining that he doesn’t have the 
resources to do it, and imploring the local governments to help him. 

Story 2 – 1 min 42 sec

https://cbs6albany.com/news/coronavirus/governor-caps-private-gatherings-at-10-people-but-can-it-be-
enforced

Governor Cuomo is once again issuing declarations about the behavior of private citizens gathering in their own 
homes across the Capital Region saying that social gatherings are limited to 10 people or less, infuriating many 
who say the governor’s unconstitutional overstep needs to be swiftly challenged in court. With the Thanksgiving 
holiday quickly approaching, millions of Americans plan to travel, in spite of coronavirus pandemic. In fact, 
Thanksgiving is the most traveled holiday of the year in the U.S. and many Democratic governors across the 
country are attempting to clamp down on the rights of citizens and restrict their movements. However, in most 
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Red states, governors have continued to slowly open their economies and manage COVID-19 hotspots as they 
arise.

Joseph Sise, a retired State Supreme Court judge says that in a legal challenge, the judge would most likely end up 
ruling in favor of the state for now due to the public health crisis of the novel coronavirus and the recent surge in 
cases in the state and especially across the Capital Region where nearly 100 new cases of COVID-19 emerged in 
one night, the highest on record so far. But the Governor’s edict may change, depending on how long the 
restrictions last. Sise pointed out that the US Supreme Court has ruled in the past that elected officials should be 
the ones protecting their populations, not the courts.

As for enforcement. Colonie police said Cuomo’s commands would be almost impossible to enforce, and that any 
enforcement would be educational and not punitive. Lt. Bob Winn of the Colonie Police Department said in a 
statement that, “The Colonie police department is not going the be out trying to count the number of cars or 
decipher the number of people in your home on thanksgiving day. That’s unrealistic unfeasible and probably 
unconstitutional”

STORY 3 – 3 min 16 sec
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/the-northeast-kidney-foundation-catwalk-for-kidneys-is-sunday
https://www.christianpost.com/news/edward-graham-shoebox-gifts-reaching-millions-with-the-gospel.html
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/ronald-mcdonald-house-charities-virtual-autumn-auction

2020 has been an unprecedented year for everyone, but especially so for families and individuals who 
rely on charities to help them through the difficulties of their every day lives- from drug rehabilitation to 
medical charities to foster care to providing toys for Christmas and beyond- charities are adjusting the 
way they raise awareness for their unending needs while donations are way down. Even within the 
church, tithing has plummeted as well as offerings, and other financial donations as people who don’t 
attend church in person tend to forget to honor the Lord with their finances, while others simply don’t 
know how to do it electronically.

Locally, Sue Nigra, Director of Development, Ronald McDonald House Charities of the Capital Region 
says that since mid-March, they've supported more than 140 families with children needing critical 
medical care during the COVID-19 pandemic. When the Ronald McDonald House was forced to close in 
order to prevent the spread of infection, they provided more than 1,400 overnight hotel stays, along with 
meals, comfort items and emotional support and have since resumed operations at “The House That Love 
Built” and as always, all services are offered free of charge for guests. The Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of the Capital Region is holding a virtual autumn auction to help bring in more funding.

And The Northeast Kidney Foundation Catwalk for Kidneys event is known as the premiere fashion 
show of the season in the Capital REgion, but has also gone virtual with plans to live stream on 
Facebook. Each year the event features the opportunity to celebrate fashion modeled by local favorites 
including healthcare professionals, transplant patients, donor families, and more. Organizers of the event 
are hoping donations and sponsorships will help offset the high costs of operations including aiding those 
suffering with kidney disease in finding a donor for a new kidney.

In spite of the hardships non profits, charities and religious organizaitons are facing, Operation 
Christimas Child is growing.  Edward Graham, the grandson of the late evangelist Billy Graham, says 
shoeboxes filled with gifts are reaching more children and unreached people with the Gospel than the 
massive global evangelistic events his grandfather held over decades. Edward Graham, who is the  vice 
president of programs and government relations at Operation Christmas Child, says that  regarding the 
evangelistic opportunity shoebox gifts are creating around the world, the Gospel is spreading like 
wildfire. He says that Some might underestimate the impact of packing gift boxes during the holidays, 
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but Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse, has provided an open door for people to 
be a part of evangelism efforts around the world. Operation Christmas Child participants fill shoe sized 
gift boxes that are sent to over 160 nations, including 50 hard to reach areas. 

Graham said that at this time Last year, churches in the U.S. and globally [collected] 
about 10 million shoeboxes. As for this year, he said during a pandemic where 
people are scared, God’s entrusted the church with resources like the shoeboxes to 
go over and share the Good News of the gospel. This time is now, he said, adding 
that If you did one showbox last year, we need two. If you did two, we need three, 
four, we need to multiply, Graham stated, saying he believes this is a time for 
multiplication to go out from the body of Christ. Graham said that God knows the 
face of the child who is going to receive a gift this year and hear the Gospel message 
and that it is his hope and prayer that the body of Christ will be faithful to it.

STORY 4 – 3 min 58 sec 

 https://www.news10.com/news/local-news/local-navy-veteran-surprised-with-news-his-mortgage-has-
been-paid-off/
https://www.news10.com/news/ny-news/new-york-landmarks-to-be-lit-red-white-and-blue-for-veterans-day/
https://wnyt.com/albany-new-york-news/bill-leunig-latham-veteran-dies-at-100-on-veterans-
day/5921798/?cat=10114
https://wnyt.com/news/sen-gillibrand-to-push-for-better-health-care-for-veterans/5921529/?cat=10114
https://wnyt.com/albany-new-york-news/world-war-ii-veteran-surprised-with-graduation-bill-miller-jr-
bishop-maginn-lake-george-high-school/5922114/?cat=10114
https://www.christianheadlines.com/contributors/john-paluska/every-veteran-is-a-hero-to-the-american-
people-mike-pence-encourages-americans-to-thank-a-veteran.html

Veteran’s Day looked a little different this year as COVID-19 restrictions prevented the large scale 
gatherings and celebrations usually associated with the day. Memorial Day is for the remembrance of 
those who have served in the military, but have died whereas Veteran’s Day is to honor those who have 
served in the military or are serving and who are still alive. Across the state, NY landmarks were lit with 
red, white and blue to recognize the day including the Albany International Airport Gateway and the H. 
Carl McCall SUNY Building in Albany.

In Latham a veteran passed away on this Veterans Day at the age of 100. A local nursing home 

has confirmed that Bill Leunig died of natural causes in his sleep and will be buried at the 

Saratoga National Cemetery. Leunig fought in the Battle of the Bulge during World War II, and 

was later a NYC firefighter.

Meanwhile on this Veteran’s Day 94-year-old Miller, also a veteran of World War II, serving as a 
radioman aboard the U.S.S. Oglethorpe in the Pacific Theater, appeared along with his wife, at 
Lake George High School  flanked by 18 American flags and much fanfare, thinking he was 
attending a Veteran’s Day ceremony to honor his military service, along with local elected 
leaders and dignitaries, but was surprised to learn that the event something else entirely. Miller 
left to serve in World War II in the summer of 1944, before his senior year at Vincentian Institute 
in Albany, came home got married and raised his family on Glen Lake in Queensbury, finding 
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success in business, but he had never received his high school diploma. Now, 75 years 
later,  Michael Tolan, the current principal of Bishop Maginn (which was formerly knowns as 
Vincentian Institute), said he was honored to give the diploma to a hero like Miller.For his part, 
Miller had initially refused to attend the Veteran’s Day event thinking that his was undeserving 
of being honored for his service saying, “"I was just one more guy in service and whatever 
came, came.” But he said he called the high school diploma a “wonderful gesture after all these 
years.”

And another local Veteran, Bill Day of Albany, who served in the Navy, was shocked 
when he got a Zoom call from none other than actor Gary Sininse, who surprised Day 
with the news that his mortgage had been completely paid off by the organization, 
Veteran’s United, who paid of the mortgages of 10 veterans on this Veteran’s Day.

Bill Day, a single father of four, said the gift helps take away some of his financial 
burden and will enable his daughter to attend college.

In a Fox News editorial piece, Vice President Mike Pence said "On Veterans Day, it’s 
our day to set the record straight. Every veteran of the armed forces of the United 
States is a hero to the American people. On this day, it’s our duty to tell the story of 
what they did for us, what they did for our country, and all that they’ve done to 
ensure the survival and the success of liberty,"

Pence all took the opportunity to highlight Some of the actions President Trump did 
to support Veterans like when he fired more than 10,000 negligent employees who 
didn't give Veterans the high standard of care they were promised by the United 
States. In addition he noted, because of the new, streamlined process and other 
updates to the Department of Veteran Affairs’ protocol, wait times have decreased 
33 percent, to the point that they are shorter than waiting for private doctors. Pence 
also said the Trump Administration has found permanent new homes for 30,000 
homeless Veterans. and passed a new GI Bill that would give Veterans $24,000 to 
attend college.

But while Pence spoke about what President Trump has done for Veterans, he also 
pointed out that the complete neglect of the Veterans Administration revealed the 
"cold indifference" to what Veterans did for America, criticizing what he said was the 
sad fact that men and women put their lives on the line for freedom, but then come 
home and receive subpar care, without even an afterthought from Washington, D.C.

Pence ended his Veteran’s Day speech with a challenge to Americans who never 
donned the uniform urging them to find a veteran, your hand and say those words 
that Veterans never ask to hear but they deserve to hear every day. 'Thank you for 
your service.

STORY 5 – 3 min 04 sec

https://time.com/5910722/alexander-hamilton-research-slave-owner/

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/veterans-day-mike-pence
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https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/debate-over-albanys-schuyler-statue-continues-
one-month-after-its-removal-was-ordered

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/philip-schuyler-statue/

A new research paper takes a swipe at the popular image of Alexander Hamilton as 
the abolitionist founding father, citing evidence he was a slave trader and owner 
himself. Jessie Serfilippi, who works at the Schuyler Mansion State Historic Site in 
Albany, published a paper last month. Stating “Not only did Alexander Hamilton 
enslave people, but his involvement in the institution of slavery was essential to 
his identity, both personally and professionally.”

Hamilton is almost universally depicted as an abolitionist in popular modern 
works, from Ron Chernow’s 2004 biography, Hamilton, to Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
Tony Award-winning show, Hamilton: An American Musical. 

Yet, Serfilippi said It is vital that the myth of Hamilton as ‘the Abolitionist 
Founding Father’ end. However one Harvard Law professor and historian 
questioned her claim that slavery was “essential to Hamilton’s identity,” saying 
that Serfilippi omitted information that would contradict her conclusions. For 
example, The Harvard Professor noted Hamilton’s work with the Manumission 
Society to abolish slavery in New York and defend free Blacks when slave masters 
from out of state tried to snatch them off New York streets.

When Alexander Hamilton married into the powerful Schuyler family in 1780, slavery 
was common among New York state’s elite. More than 40 people were enslaved at 
the Schuyler family’s Albany mansion and another estate over the years. The historic 
site has done extensive research into the family’s “servants” and incorporate that 
information it into its tours it is not easy to distinguish them from Schuyler’s more 
numerous indentured servants and hired laborers.

Over the summer at the height of the Black Lives Matter rioting and protests in the 
area, Albany Mayor Kathy Sheehan, ordered the removal of the Maj. Gen. Philip 
Schuyler statue from its place in front of Albany City hall, where it had been since 
1925, claiming he was “the largest owner of enslaved people in Albany during his 
time,” according to the mayor’s office, refusing to acknowledge that the people 
working for Schuyler were more widely known to be indentured servants and hired 
laborers and leaving out the very important information about Philip Schuyler’s significant 
contributions to the American Revolution, the new nation and his region of upstate New 
York. Avery Schuyler-Dey, who is a descendant of Philip Schuyler says the Mayor’s feelings could be a 
great moment for the City of Albany to start an important, and productive conversation saying she hoped 
Sheehan could make a decision that isn't politically charged.

As for Alexander Hamilton, he was known to have helped legal clients and family 
members buy and sell slaves, but history has been less clear on whether he 
enslaved people himself. Serfilippi, author of the paper slamming Hamilton’s 
legacy, said in her estimation notations in his cash books and in family letters 
clearly show he did.
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However in his response, the professor of history from Harvard pointed out that 
Serfilippi’s paper failed to reconcile her new findings with a full and fair statement 
of Hamilton’s anti-slavery activities, and if she had been able to do so with any 
credible sources, her paper have been far more persuasive that it was.
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