
                                                                            

                                                                                                            

WRSP
Local Issues/Programs List
4th Quarter 2017

WRSP’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 4th Quarter of 2017:

• Community
• Crime/Court
• Economy
• Education
• Fatherhood Involvement 
• Get Ahead of Sepsis 
• Government
• Health and Wellness
• Organ Donation and Transplantation
• Save the Children 

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week.

Fox News at 5:30 p.m.—airs Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

Public Service Announcements 



WRSP airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 4th quarter of 2017 are listed in 
this report. 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Community

October 2, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that St. John’s Hospital is implementing the American 
Heart Association’s Resuscitation Quality Improvement program.  The training will help 
colleagues to maintain skills to achieve better patient outcomes regularly.  Studies 
showed that when recertification take place every two years, the skills and competence 
of participants decreased over time.

October 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that local community members had lunch with New 
Berlin students of all grades for their lunch bunch program.  People can volunteer to 
have a weekly lunch with a student.  The goal is to make sure every child has an adult 
role model in their life as well as help connect the community with the school district.  

October 10, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

John Reger reported that 50 charities in the Springfield area received check 
donations by the American Business Club.  The club awarded checks that totaled more 
than $90,000 at the Illinois State Fairgrounds.  The funds were raised through managing 
admission and parking during the Illinois State Fair.  Organizers said the roles each 
charity played during the fair is pivotal to the success of the event.  The American 
Business Club has been contributing to local charities for more than 40 years.

October 11, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Office Max in Springfield will be closing its doors 
on November 18th.  The store is among 300 stores nationwide that will be shutdown.  
October 25, 2017



NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Inside Out project launched its latest art 
display, Seflie for Immigration Reform, in Champaign.  Students could take a selfie 
inside a truck.  The picture was then put on the side of the YMCA.  The project is meant 
to urge congress to pass the Dream Act.  Artists hope the display will serve as a 
reminder of the people this impacts and those who support them.  The selfie truck will 
make a total of 35 stops.

November 7, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum will be displaying a copy of the Gettysburg Address from November 13th to 
November 26th.  The document is one of the five surviving copies of the speech Lincoln 
made after the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863.  

November 8, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Helping Hands Warming Center will open its doors 
to the homeless from November 12th through March 31st.  They will be open from 6 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. every day.  The center is open to adults 18 years and older and provides 
shelter from the cold, a bed, bathroom and a meal.  Reginald Weatherspoon, who lives 
on Springfield streets, said “I love what Helping Hands is doing.  They’re doing a good 
job.  I can’t knock them for that.  I’m glad the warming center is back this year and I will 
try my best to get homeless people off the street.”  In addition to clean-up duties, there 
are other rules and requirements for people to stay there.

November 19, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that five students from Japan read the Gettysburg Address 
on the anniversary of the speech.  The students learned the address in English and 
were judged by native English speakers.  Organizers said it’s about more than a 
learning opportunity.  Janet Kenney, Chairmen of the Ashikaga committee, said “Lincoln 
really is a main component of Springfield, but I think what’s really important with me is 
children are in the homes and get to see how Americans live and see what we’re really 
like.”  The students had a chance to tour the Lincoln sites in addition to staying with 
American families.  Some of the American students will have a chance to travel to 
Japan at a later date.
November 20, 2017



NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that over 100 families received a free Thanksgiving 
basket in Decatur.  The annual event was hosted by the Northeast Community Fund.  
The baskets include your traditional Thanksgiving dinner as well as hygiene products, 
drinks and even ice cream.  Jerry Pelz, Director, said “We got a lot of great volunteers 
here.  People were excited this morning.  It’s a lot of work, but at the same time, there’s 
a lot of satisfactions in what we know we’re doing.”  The organization has given out 
baskets for the past 47 years.

December 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois State Police are collecting clothes for 
the holiday season.  New and slightly used clothes, coats, hats. Gloves, snowsuits, 
boots and much more can be donated and dropped off at the Illinois State Police 
headquarters on South 7th Street.  Doors are open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.  Donations will be taken through December 20th.  

December 8, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program started 
a “Santa for Soldiers” program this year.  The RSVP said that even though soldiers 
cannot be home for Christmas, this gives them a taste of the holidays.  Angie Jenkins, 
Director of Nutrition of Volunteer Services, said “Having that support back home 
whether it be from a student or a volunteer, it’s tremendous and speaks volumes.”  

December 13, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 17 seconds

Thomas Patrick reported that after 7 years of service in the Chatham Police 
Department, police dog Bella is retiring.  Bella will get to relax with Officer James 
Richard and his family.  

December 20, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that The Forge, a yound adult Catholic group, and adults 
from Cherry Hills Baptist Church caroled Christmas classics in Springfield 



neighborhoods.  Organizers said they thought caroling would be a great way to put 
smiles on people’s faces.

December 22, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Stacey Skrysak reported that Rochester teens wanted to make sure everyone 
will be warm this winter.  The teens hung over 100 scarves for the needy and homeless 
around the Springfield Municipal Center.  Organizers said it was a great way to give 
back, especially with the cold weather coming.  Organizer Cathy Boerke said “I got the 
idea from somebody outside of town who was collecting scarves and tying them to 
lampposts and I thought it would be a great idea for our community as well.”  

December 29, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Joe Crain reported that Meals on Wheels and Daily Bread are working to serve 
hundreds of hungry seniors in Sangamon County.  Officials reported on average they 
serve 600 seniors daily.  This is the only meal that some seniors have in a day.  Angie 
Jenkins, Director of Nutrition and Volunteer Service, said “Our goal is to keep them 
living independently for as long as possible, so without meals with them being nutritional 
and everything, for some seniors it may be the only meal they receive throughout the 
day.”

Crime and Court

October 2, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that there was a shooting in Lincoln on October 1st and 
two suspects are still on the loose.  The victim’s name has not been released.  Police 
said the people involved knew one another.  The shooting is under investigation.

October 3, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Brendt Christensen, who is accused of kidnapping 
University of Illinois student Yingying Zhang, was indicted on a new charge—kidnapping 
resulting in death.  Prosecutors said he kidnapped and killed Zhang in June.  

October 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine



9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Paul Kruse, of Decatur, was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for sexual assault.  Kruse was arrested for predatory criminal sexual assault of 
a child last summer.  Kruse had a prior conviction of battery in a child sex case from 12 
years ago.

October 12, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Michael Swanson, of Decatur, plead not guilty to beating 
two children under the age of 14 with a belt.  Swanson is charged with aggravated 
battery to children involving bodily harm.  Swanson is still in custody.  A pre-trial hearing 
is scheduled for November. 

October 16, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that 30-year-old Demarco Jones, the third suspect in 
the death of Alaysia Bennettn, was arrested by U.S. Marshals.  Jones faces two counts 
of first degree murder, aggravated discharge of a firearm and attempted armed robbery.  
His bond is set at 2-million-dollars.  Bennett was shot and killed in the parking lot of a 
Springfield apartment complex in December of 2016.  24-year-old Devante Taylor and 
26-year-old Roderick Gailes were arrested last week and face similar charges.

October 17, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Illinois State Police seized 62 pounds of cannabis 
when they pulled 24-year-old Youzhen Huang over for following another vehicle too 
closely.  Huang was charged with cannabis trafficking, possession of cannabis and 
other drug charges.

October 24, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Charles Fitzpatrick faces attempted murder charges 
for shooting and injuring a 70-year-old Decatur man.  The victim said he stopped his car 
because he believed he’d been in an accident, then several men approached his car 
and demanded money.  He was shot twice in the stomach.  Police are still searching for 
the other suspects.  



October 26, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 16 seconds

Adam Rife reported that 23-year-old Nehemiah Lafoe, of Crawfordsville, Indiana, 
is facing charges of sexual exploitation of child in Urbana.  Lafoe Is accused of traveling 
to Illinois to engage in sexual acts with a minor. He plead not guilty to three federal 
charges. Each charge has a maximum 30-year prison sentence.  

November 3, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Adam Rife reported that federal prosecutors are opposing a delay in the trial of 
Brendt Christensen.  Christensen is accused of kidnapping and killing University of 
Illinois scholar Yingying Zhang.  Prosecutors said the defense has not given a good 
reason to push the trial scheduled to start in February to next October.  Christensen is 
charged with kidnapping resulting in death.  He faces life in prison or the death penalty if 
convicted.  Zhang is presumed dead but her body has not been found.

November 3, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 23 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that 39-year-old Shawn Welch, from Lincoln, was 
arrested in connection to an armed robbery at Jimmy John’s in Lincoln.  Welch is 
accused of demanding money from a manager, as he was closing the store on October 
21st.  Welch is facing charges of armed robbery, obstruction and driving with a 
suspended license.  

November 7, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that the sentencing date for 25-year-old Matthew Higgins-
Vogt has been set for March 5th, 2018.  Higgins-Vogt plead guilty for killing Paige Mars 
on 2015 after a robbery at a convenience store.  He admitted that he was afraid Mars 
would tell police about the robbery.  He faces life in prison.  A jury convicted his co-
conspirator, Kelton Snyder, in April of 2016.  Snyder was sentenced to life in prison.

November 17, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Adam Rife reported that 18-year-old Mikayla Melton, of Decatur, plead not guilty 
to charges of attempted murder.  Melton is being held in Macon County Jail and is 



accused of being part of a four-person robbery team that targeted two homes in 
Decatur’s Park City mobile home community in September.

November 21, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Charissie Davis was sentenced to 18 months in jail 
for defrauding the home services program.  Davis is accused of submitting false forms 
for the Medicaid program which funds the paychecks for personal assistants who help 
disabled people.  Authorities said David filled out fake time sheets for her son for 
services he never provided, then forged his signature to endorse the paychecks.  Davis 
must also pay $50,000 in restitution.  

November 21, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Kaden Dedman, of Sullivan, plead guilty to 
stealing vehicles, leading police on a high speed chase and setting two vehicles on fire 
in Coles County in 2016.  Dedman was sentenced to five years in prison and must pay 
$32,000 in restitution.  

November 24, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 18 seconds

Adam Rife reported that 55-year-old Rebecca Valentine was charged in 
connection to the stabbing death of her boyfriend.  Valentine was arrested after police 
found the victim, Reginal Gilispie with a stab wound to his chest.  Valentine is charged 
with involuntary manslaughter and is being held at the Jackson County Jail.  

December 1, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 22 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Michael Seal was retried for the second time for 
murdering his mother after a state appeals court threw out his 2012 conviction on a 
technicality.  Seals was accused of stabbing his mother because he was upset about a 
list of rules she gave him in 2009.  Seals was convicted of murder for the second time 
and faces up to 60 years in prison.  

December 6, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



John Reger reported that Taylorville police are searching for whomever stole 
three Christmas trees from a Boy Scout Troop tree lot.  It happened somewhere 
between 8 p.m. on December 3rd and December 4th.  The Boy Scouts are using the lot 
to sell tress as a fundraiser.  The stolen trees totaled over $180.

December 11, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 21 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that 22-year-old Savannah Weiss, who was arrested in 
connection with her two-year-old’s death, was in court.  Weiss is accused of leaving her 
two-year-old alone all weekend.  The child died from dehydration and malnourishment.  
Weiss will be back in court on December 18th on a preliminary hearing.

December 12, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that the trial for Demariel Cunningham, of Decatur, has 
started.  Cunningham is accused of beating and torturing a woman.  Cunningham plead 
not guilty to aggravated battery with a deadly weapon, unlawful restraint and armed 
violence.  He’s accused of tying the victim up when she wouldn’t tell him where she put 
bags of cocaine that he had given her.  Cunningham faces up to 30 years in prison if 
convicted.  

December 20, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that 22-year-old Christine Roush plead guilty for stabbing 
her mother to death in July.  Roush is accused of stabbing Teresa Ann Poehlman to 
death then dumping her body in Funks Grove nature preserve.  Hikers found 
Poehlman’s body.  Roush faces 20 to 60 years in prison.  20-year-old Matt Isbell also 
faces murder charges in the same case.

December 21, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 28 seconds

John Reger reported that Urbana police are investigating an armed home 
invasion where two suspects got away with thousands of dollars’ worth of music 
equipment.  In addition, money and cell phones were reported stolen.  The invasion 
happened around 2:30 a.m. on December 20th on Sunset Drive.  Police think the 
suspects could have known the victim because of the expensive equipment taken.

December 26, 2017



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Adam Rife reported that two Christian County inmates were charged with 
escaping from jail.  Mackenzie Brion and Rodney Sizemore, both of Taylorville, will be 
sentenced on December 27th.  The county sheriff said they’re facing 3 to 7 years in 
prison for the felony.  

December 27, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Adam Rife reported that University of Illinois at Springfield police arrested Russell 
Horrighs and charged him with burglary, possession of burglary tools and criminal 
damage to state-supported property.  Horrighs is accused of burglarizing the university 
library and public affairs center.  He worked at UIS in 2016 as a food services worker.  

Economy

October 9, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 31 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Illinois awarded more than 22.5-million-dollars in 
federal tax credits to help fund 20 new affordable housing developments.  The Illinois 
Housing Development Authority said the credits will generate more than 250-million-
dollars in private capital to finance 1400 apartments for low-to-moderate-income 
families, seniors and people with disabilities.  

October 31, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 29 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that 10 agriculture-related projects that expand the 
availability of fresh, locally-grown produce in Illinois will share a $550,000 grant.  The 
Illinois Department of Agriculture will receive the money through the Federal Specialty 
Crop Grant Program.  The grant will go to programs that study the best produce 
washing and handling techniques for farmers and look to give the poor greater access 
to fresh produce.

November 17, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that many local restaurants are seeing a boost in sales 
during hunting season.  Darin, Fritz, owner of The Boar’s Nest, said “We do on the 



shotgun weekends, whether it’s first, second or muzzle loader season.  We get a bit of a 
spurt, breakfast especially seems to be our big time and occasionally we get a few guys 
that come in and maybe enjoy a cocktail and dinner afterward.”

November 26, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that according to the data firm Adobe Digital Insights, 
American shoppers spent five-billion-dollars shopping online on Black Friday.  That total 
is nearly a 17% increase from last year.  Some experts said that Cyber Monday could 
be even bigger with as much as six-billion-dollars in online sales.

December 1, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Leslie Moreno reported that Mayor Jim Langfelder pushed back the deadline for 
choosing how to develop the YWCA block because he needs more time to talk with 
developers about how the plans will benefit the city.  A statement from the Mayor’s 
office said “The Y block is postponed at least another 30 days.  A decision was initially 
set for November 30th but will be delayed until the end of the year.”  The original 
proposals were submitted on May 15th.  Mayor Langfelder said there will not be another 
bid, but he does have questions about the four proposals.

December 7, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois Commerce Commission approved a 
decrease in Ameren Illinois rates.  Ameren Illinois will lower electric rates by more than 
1.5%.  The decrease will save the average customer around $20 per year.  The new 
rates will go into effect during the first billing cycle of 2018.  

December 12, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Adam Rife reported that according to recent polls, Americans are spending less 
on holiday gifts this year.  Credit cards.com reported only 53% of adults will purchase a 
gift costing at least $50.  Analysts said it comes down to debt.  Shoppers want to avoid 
a hefty credit card bill in January by spending less in December. 

Education

October 3, 2017



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 27 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the State of Illinois continues to make payments to 
Springfield District 186.  The district’s business manager said it received around 1-
million-dollars in early childhood block grants.  The state still owes the district 7-million-
dollars from payments they didn’t make last year and this year.  Superintendent Jennifer 
Gill said the late payments are something they’ve gotten used to.  The state’s new 
evidence-based funding formula is currently being discussed.

October 6, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Representative Sara Wojcicki-Jimenez played principal at New Berlin Elementary 
school.  Wojcicki-Jimenez said going to schools is one of her favorite things to do.  She 
said talking to the community, including youth, helps her better serve her state.

October 7, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Esther Kwon reported that Illinois is among the states leading the nation in the 
number of students leaving to go to out-of-state colleges.  The Illinois Board of Higher 
Education said between 2000 and 2014, the number of college freshman who left Illinois 
for higher education increased by nearly 65%.  Preliminary numbers show that increase 
was accelerated because of the two-year budget impasse.  The only state that saw 
more students leave than Illinois was New Jersey, which also had state budget issues.

October 16, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the University of Illinois announced that the first 
students accepted into the new medical school will receive $200,000 worth of free 
tuition.  The Carle Illinois College of Medicine has been approved to begin recruiting its 
first class of 32 students for fall of 2018.  Donors will fund each student’s full 
scholarship.  The school is set to get provisional accreditation when its first class 
reaches the second year.  Full accreditation will come when the class is in its final year.

October 18, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois Board of Education held its first budget 
hearing for fiscal year 2019.  The board is collecting information from districts 



throughout Illinois that will be considered when the agency prepares a budget.  Once 
the data is collected, the board can figure out how much each school district will 
receive.  Kevin Settle, Board Member of the Illinois State Board of Education, said “With 
the new funding formula, those districts that are the farthest away from adequacy and 
have the least resources will be the ones to receive the most money.”  

October 31, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 10 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that according to data from the Illinois State Board of 
Education’s annual report card, only 26% of Springfield students are meeting or 
exceeding state level testing.  Students in district 186 are performing at about 8% lower 
than the overall state average in all state tests.  Jennifer Gill, Superintendent, said “The 
state’s scores are not good either, and you’re talking about some school districts that 
have a lot of money given to them. We’re talking about this equitable and adequate 
funding policy, all of these things go into play when you’re talking about serving our 
students.” 

November 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that University of Illinois at Springfield is opening a new 
student union in January of 2018.  The union is a 21.7-million-dollar project.  The grnad 
opening is set for January 14th. School officials are calling it a “community hub” for 
campus where students can eat and attend events.

November 17, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

John Reger reported that Springfield public schools have a tentative agreement 
with the union.  The schools have been operating on an agreement that was scheduled 
to expire in August.  

December 7, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that union members for support staff at a A-C Central 
school district will not go on strike.  Contract negotiations have been in the works since 
last spring and some staff members have been working without a contract this school 
year.  An agreement was reached on a three-year contract.  

December 8, 2017



NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that if a person defaults on their student loans, it could 
cost their professional or occupational license.  Illinois law allows the Department of 
Financial and Professional Regulation to refuse a license.  Some people think the 
practice is unfair to those who are trying to make ends meet while also getting an 
education.  Student Hannah Kain said “So once you get into your profession, yes you 
may make a lot because you’re in the medical field but you also don’t have enough to 
support yourself and support how much you have to pay on your loans as well and I feel 
like that’s really unfair.”  If a license or renewal is denied, that does not mean the person 
can never get a new one.  If the department sees a person is currently repaying loans to 
their satisfaction of the law, they can get it back.

December 18, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

John Reger reported that the Decatur Public Schools Foundation announced the 
creation of an agriculture academy.  Agriculture educators will lead a field-based 
curriculum to support career development in the ag industry.  The program will be 
available to Eisenhower and MacArthur High School students beginning in the 2018-
2019 academic year.  The academy is made possible by a 1.65-million-dollar donation 
from the Howard G. Buffet Foundation.  

Government

October 5, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Macon County is ending its child support unit at the 
State’s Attorney’s office.  That means thousands of child support cases will be turned 
over to the state.  Officials said the county board voted to end the unit due to financial 
issues.  State’s Attorney Jay Scott said “This does not mean cases will not be handled.”  
The cases will be handed over to the Illinois Attorney General’s office which handles 
child support cases for most other counties in the state.

October 6, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 10 seconds

The National Rifle Association is joining forces with the Trump Administration to 
embrace a restriction on Americans’ guns.  The goal is to regulate the bump stock 
devices.  The bump stock device was originally intended to help people with disabilities 
use guns.  The device fits over the stock and grip of a semi-automatic rifle and allows 



the weapon to fire continuously.  Congressman Rodney Davis spoke and said just 
changing gun law won’t be enough.

October 10, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Adam Rife reported that some small business owners are still waiting to be paid 
for services provided to patients covered by state employees group insurance.  The 
comptroller’s office said it could take years for them to be paid.  As of September 30th 
the state had more than 5-billion-dollars of unpaid claims.  A revenue analyst said if the 
state secures a bond to pay down existing debt then that could be used to pay down the 
backlog of group insurance program, but according to the report there’s no timeframe 
on getting a bond secured.

October 11, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Esther Kwon reported that GOP Chairman Seth McMillan announced he is 
running for 48th Senate District in the Illinois State Senate.  McMillan is a small business 
owner and said he wants to take Illinois in a new direction by working with small 
businesses.

October 13, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Delta airlines is making it easier for passengers to 
check in.  The airline released an app update that automatically checks in travelers 24 
hours before their scheduled departure time.  All the customer has to do is open the “fly 
delta” app.  The airline reported better-than-expected earnings for third quarter.

October 23, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner formally announced his 
bid for re-election.  He released a campaign video titled “I Choose to Fight”, officially 
declaring his run for a second term.  Rauner faced criticism and opposition from many 
prominent Republicans after he signed a bill last month that uses taxpayer money to 
fund abortions.  Several conservatives are considering challenging Rauner in a 
Republican primary, but so far none have officially announced a run.

November 4, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine



9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that U.S. Senator Dick Durbin announced his endorsement 
of Betsy Londrigan for Democratic candidate, 13th district.  Londrigan hopes to unseat 
incumbent Rodney Davis.  One of Londrigan’s platforms is to raise awareness for the 
importance of “children’s hospitals and healthcare funding.”  Her son was diagnosed 
with a rare illness and she’s been raising money for local hospitals in the area and 
around the nation since.

November 10, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that top Republicans are calling for Alabama Senate 
Candidate Roy Moore drop out if sexual misconduct allegations are true.  The 
Washington Post reported that Moore initiated a sexual encounter with a 14-year-old girl 
when he was 32-years-old.  Moore is now 70 and is running for the Alabama Senate 
seat that was vacated when Jeff Sessions left to become the U.S. Attorney General.  
Leigh Corfman said Moore approached her outside a courtroom when he was Assistant 
District Attorney and told her mother he’d watch the girl while her mother went inside for 
a child custody hearing.  Corfman said he later arranged meetings that led to sexual 
misconduct.  Moore called the accusation “completely false” and vowed to stay in the 
race.  Moore tweeted that he will fight back against the forces of evil waging an all-out 
war on our conservative values.  Three other women also told the Post that Moore 
pursued them when they were between the ages of 16 and 18 and he was in his early 
30’s.

November 23, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Stacey Skrysak reported that Attorney General Lisa Madigan is condemning the 
plans to rollback net neutrality rules.  The FCC Chairmen said the FCC will vote to 
repeal the regulations at its December meeting.  Madigan said “If the FCC votes to 
scrap net neutrality, it will fundamentally change the internet we all know.  It may no 
longer hold true that every user has undisrupted access to any site at any time.”  

December 5, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan will open an 
investigation to see if Suburban Express, a Champaign-based bus company, violated 
the Human Rights Act.  The bus company told riders in an ad they “won’t feel like you’re 
in China when you’re on our buses.”  Three top administrators for the university put out 
a statement condemning the advertisement saying in part, “The message specifically 



insulted members of our Chinese, Asian and Asian-American communities.  These type 
of racist and bigoted statements attacking any member of our community deserve 
nothing but condemnation for all of us.”  

December 7, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Illinois Senator Tammy Duckworth is calling for 
Senator Al Franken’s resignation.  She released a statement that said “I am deeply 
disappointed by Senator Franken’s behavior.  He must step aside.  To all those across 
America who have come forward to share their stories over the past few months: Thank 
you.”  

December 13, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

John Reger reported that Danville city council is considering updating a railroad 
crossing where a thirteen-year-old was hit and killed last year.  The improvements to the 
Griffin Street railroad crossing would include installing gates with bells, and clearing 
trees and bushes within 500 feet of the tracks.  The project is expected to cost around 
$700,000 and would be mostly paid for by CSX Transportation and the Illinois 
Commerce Commission.

December 14, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Joe Cadotte reported that the Federal Communications Commission is set to 
vote on net neutrality, which is a set of rules the agency approved in 2015 to prevent 
speed traps on the internet.  The FCC said that getting rid of net neutrality would boost 
the economy and stop the internet from being micromanaged by the federal 
government.  Some consumers said repealing the rules would give internet providers 
too much power over content.  18 Attorney Generals have asked the FCC to postpone 
the vote.  

December 15, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 23 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Illinois Democrats released their top ten list.  In 2018, 
you must take a price tag off of your newly purchased vehicle before you drive it off the 
lot, August 4th will officially be Barack Obama day in Illinois and pets are now 
considered a marital asset.  Visit www.foxillinois.com for a complete list.

http://www.foxillinois.com


December 16, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that a problem with the computer system prevented 
thousands of Illinois households from receiving their food stamp benefits.  The Illinois 
Department of Human Services rolled out the second phase of a new computer system 
and problems with it caused more than 40,000 households to lose their food stamp 
benefit in November.  More than 30,000 households remain without those benefits.

December 28, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 37 seconds

Adam Rife reported that a ruling by the Illinois Appellate Court 1st District 
declared part of the state law on DUI tests unconstitutional.  The ruling reverses a first 
degree murder conviction of a man accused of fatally striking a mother and injuring her 
six-year-old son in Chicago in 2009.  The ruling orders a new trial for Ralph Eubanks.  
Eubanks was convicted in 2014 and sentenced to 40 years in prison.  A district deputy 
said the appeals court found it unconstitutional to have forced Eubanks to give blood 
and urine tests without a warrant.  Prosecutors could appeal to the Illinois Supreme 
Court.  The Cook County State’s Attorney office said the decision is being reviewed.
 
Health and Wellness

October 2, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the city of Springfield said they’re spotting more 
human waste in underground garages and downtown corners.  The city is seeing 
defecation and urine in places like stairwells, parking lots and dark corners.  Now a 
group supporting the homeless community is trying to bring a sense of relief to 
everyone in need.  The city is collaborating with helping the homeless ministry to set up 
a short-term solution—porta potties.  Soon after, they hope to look into permanent 
public bathrooms downtown.  

October 10, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that St. John’s Hospital and the Central Counties 
Health Centers are expanding dental services.  The clinic at the hospital will now 
provide emergency dental services 4 days a week.  

October 12, 2017



Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 27 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Governor Rauner’s new opioid prevention and 
intervention task force is touring Illinois to gather information about the opioid epidemic.  
The group is talking to health care providers, people who suffer from opioid use 
disorders and others.  The goal of the task force is to find a way to reduce the number 
of opioid deaths in Illinois. 

October 14, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Governor Rauner vetoed legislation involving 
healthcare.  It would require rigorous and competitive search for companies to 
administer healthcare for Medicaid.  Rauner released a statement saying his 
administration conducted a five-month transparent process to come to this decision.  
The governor plans to shift hundreds of thousands of Medicaid patients to managed 
care orgranizations.

October 21, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that 12.3% of American adults did not have health 
insurance in the third quarter of 2017.  That number is at a three-year high.  

October 23, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Meijer recalled several different vegetables 
because of listeria contamination.  Asparagus, broccoli, cauliflower, zucchini, squash 
and peppers are all on the list.  Meijer said no illness has been reported yet, but the 
issued was discovered with a supplier.

October 26, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

John Reger reported that the Springfield Police Department is one of many who 
will take back your drugs.  The drug take back day will accept prescription drugs, over 
the counter drugs, and almost any medicine that isn’t syringes.  The goal is to protect 
the environment, water supply and keep the medications from being used by someone 
else.  Karel Homrig, Executive Director at Preventions First, said “You can literally drive 
up, open your window, and we will help you take your medications for you, and there 



are no questions asked.”   They are taking donations on November 4th from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Sangamon County Department of Public Health.  The medications will be 
taken by the DEA to a special incinerator and destroyed. 

October 30, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, obesity is at an all-time high for both adults and children.  78 million, or 
approximately one-third, of people in the United States are obese.  Health experts said 
obesity is a world problem but in the U.S. it seems to be increasing much faster due to 
activity, diet and lifestyle habits.  Douglas Carlson, Medical Director at St. John’s, said 
“It’s a lot of cultural things, we don’t have the full explanation but it is activity, it’s diet 
and a number of things in which we don’t fully understand but it does have to do with 
decreased calories available and decreased activity.”

November 6, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 27 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that a new report by a non-profit organization has given 
Illinois hospitals a C in hospital safety.  The Leapfrog Group grades hospitals on a 
variety of criteria such as safety measures, staffing and patient treatments.  110 
hospitals in Illinois were evaluated, with Roseland Community Hospital in Chicago being 
the only hospital to get an F.  

November 9, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 57 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Carle Foundation Hospital is one of four hospitals in 
the state of Illinois designated as an Ebola treatment center.  The hospital has been 
working since 2014 to open the special infectious disease unit.  The unit is equipped to 
handle two patients at a time.  The center if being funded by grants from the Illinois 
Department of Health along with Carle Foundation Hospital.  Doctors said that although 
Ebola may not be on the radar right now the center can treat other types of infectious 
diseases.  Dr. Robert Healy, The Chief Medical Quality Officer, said “More infectious 
diseases will more likely occur in the future.  Other viruses like Ebola or other atypical 
strains of influenza that could be deadly.  So we’re ready here to take care of any of 
those types of patients.”  The center has stations where staff can properly suit up and 
undress after coming in contact with someone with a serious infectious disease.

December 4, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.



Segment was 25 seconds
Dee Dee Gatton reported that there are only a few days left in the open 

enrollment period to purchase health insurance for 2018.  The enrollment period ends at 
midnight on December 15th.  HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital is holding two final enrollment 
events before the deadline.  The first will be December 9th from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. and 
the final event will be December 15th from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m.  

December 14, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

John Reger reported that with the number of flu cases increasing, Memorial 
Medical Center recommended hospital visitors with flu-like symptoms to stay home.  
They requested only two visitors per hospital patient and visitors to be over the age of 
18 with no flu-like symptoms.  That’s because patients in the hospital with weakened 
immune symptoms are more likely to experience complications if they catch the flu. 
Memorial Medical Center reported seeing 208 flu cases so far this flu season.  Last year 
at this time, they had only seen 18 cases.

December 20, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that health experts said an increased risk of heart attacks 
comes with the holidays.  Risks for heart problems can stem from a change in eating 
habits and the high stress levels from schedules and holiday events.  Paula Harwood, of 
Memorial Medical Center, said “Be aware of any chest discomfort, tightness, pressure, it 
may go into the arms or go into the neck or jaw or through the back.  If symptoms don’t 
go away, you need to call 911 and get to the nearest emergency room.”  

December 22, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that life expectancy in the United States dropped for a 
second year in a row.  The National Center for Health Statistics said on average in 
2016, life expectancy for men was 76 years and 81 years for women.

December 27, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that doctors said children have a greater risk of 
frostbite than adults because they lose heat from their skin faster.  Early signs of 
frostbite are a person’s skin becoming red and cold, it then gets numb, hard and pale.  
Common places to get frostbite are fingers, toes, ears, chin, cheeks and nose.  To 



prevent frostbite, doctors said to dress kids in layers and make sure they come in 
regularly to warm up.

Public Service Announcements

Fatherhood Involvement 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 46 times
• PSA sponsored by National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse 

The goals of this campaign are to provide, facilitate, and disseminate current research, 
proven and innovative strategies that will encourage and strengthen fathers and 
families.  Dads can visit www.fatherhood.gov for tips and hints, fatherhood programs or 
the online library for resources on responsible fatherhood.  

Get Ahead of Sepsis 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 32 times
• PSA sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

This campaign aims to raise awareness about sepsis.  Sepsis is caused by an infection 
and can very quickly cause organ failure, tissue damage and death.  Know the risk.  
Sport the symptoms.  Act fast.  Viewers can visit www.cdc.gov/sepsis for more 
information on the signs, symptoms and prevention activities.  

Organ Donation and Transplantation
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 46 times
• PSA sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

This campaign aims to increase organ donor registration and donation in the U.S.  Lives 
are saved and improved every day by the gift of life, health and sight.  There are 
currently over 115,000 people waiting for an organ.  Viewers can visit 
www.organdonor.gov for more information.

Save the Children
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 32 times
• PSA sponsored by Save the Children Federation, Inc.

This campaign strives to transform the lives and future of children.  The organization 
believes every child deserves a future.  They give children a healthy start in life and the 
opportunity to learn.  Viewers can visit www.savethechildren.org for more information on 
becoming a child sponsor.

http://www.fatherhood.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/sepsis
http://www.organdonor.gov
http://www.savethechildren.org



