
                                                                            

                                                                                                            

WRSP
Local Issues/Programs List
3rd Quarter 2017

WRSP’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 3rd Quarter of 2017:

• American Migraine Foundation
• Community
• Crime/Court
• Economy
• Education
• Government
• Health and Wellness
• Reducing Food Waste
• Target Lyme Disease
• The Lisa Colagrossi Foundation

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week.

Fox News at 5:30 p.m.—airs Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

Public Service Announcements 



WRSP airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 3rd quarter of 2017 are listed in 
this report. 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Community

July 4, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that FOX Illinois is joining District 186 and the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum to make a difference in getting backpacks to 
kids that don’t have them.  From July 4th to July 31st, you can drop off new unused 
backpacks at the library between 9 and 5.  You’ll receive a free museum admission with 
your donation.  You can also drop off donations at The Real Estate Group on West 
Wabash Avenue.

July 11, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 42 seconds

Adam Rife reported that seniors in Springfield had the opportunity to learn all 
about diabetes during a luncheon hosted by the Greater All Nation Tabernacle Church 
in Christ.  The church hopes that this will be one of their most attended luncheons in 10 
years.  The luncheons engage seniors to exercise and links them to services.  

July 13, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 17 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Land of Lincoln Goodwill hosted its job fair for 
residents.  The organization is looking to fill positions in the warehouse and its 
Jacksonville retail store.  Goodwill offers job training and employment placement 
programs for the community.  

July 14, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 46 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Compass for Kids, a local charity, is one of several 
charities that received donations from The Legacy of Giving music festival.  Compass 
for Kids is a summer camp and after school program that gives at-risk kids academic, 
social and emotional support, plus food and other resources they may not get anywhere 



else.  Molly Berendt, Executive Director of Compass for Kids, said “You often don’t 
know about the lives of other kids in your neighborhood or in your community who are 
less fortunate than you, and it’s hard to believe if you haven’t met them and gotten to 
know them and built relationships with the kids and their families, and all they need is 
that extra support.”  Compass for Kids serves about 250 kids per year.  The donations 
will go towards their after school programs.

July 17, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that Peter Baker, Chief White House Correspondent for the 
New York Times, will be at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum on 
July 18th to sign copies of his new book, “Obama: The Call of History.”  Copies of the 
book will be available for purchase for $50.

July 18, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that 28 boy scouts from the Springfield area are taking 
a trip for a jamboree of a lifetime.  Along with their 4 scout masters, they packed their 
bags as they head to West Virginia for 10 days.  This jamboree is held every 4 years.  
Over 40,000 scouts will be in attendance this year.  Activities for the week include 
hiking, community service and other adventures.  Organizers said it’s a great way for 
the boys to build leadership skills.

July 22, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 42 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Athens Food Bank is opening a new food pantry.  They 
said the new facility is twice the size of their current place.  The food bank serves 
anywhere from 70 to 700 people per month.  They said the program is only possible 
through donations and volunteers.  Holly Henning-Buhr, Board Member, said 
“Frequently these needs go unnoticed by your average person on the street; however, 
they’re there, they’re real and they’re there.  And that’s going to continue to grow.”  

August 1, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that the American Cancer Society received recognition for 
their hard work in the form of a $10,000 check.  The check was presented by the 
Eureka Grand Chapter who strive to support organizations and charities that focus on 



healthcare.  Organizers said they were happy to present the American Cancer Society 
with the large amount of money because they know it will be used well.

August 9, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Alvin Butler, of Moweaqua, won $500,000 on a Towering 
10 scratch off lottery ticket.  Butler said “It will feel great to be out of debt.”  

August 14, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that District 186 is hosting their school supply giveaway 
on August 14th.  The event starts at 9 a.m. at Grant Middle School and will go until 
supplies are gone.  The school supplies came from the stuff the bus event, the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum and several other community donations.  Low-
income families can get school supplies at no cost.  They have everything from 
backpacks to art supplies to pens and pencils and more.  District 186 Superintendent 
Jennifer Gill said “We want to make sure that kids have an opportunity to pick out the 
colors that they’re drawn to or the type of notebook or special backpack that will mean 
something to them.  So we hope everybody that needs those supplies can come out 
and be a part of that program.”  Students must attend District 186 to get the supplies.

August 22, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that August 21st was one of the biggest celestial events of 
the last century.  A total solar eclipse made its way across the nation starting in Oregon 
and ending in South Carolina.  Thousands of people traveled to Carbondale, which was 
in the line of totality.  The eclipse lasted the longest over Southern Illinois, lasting 2 
minutes and 41 seconds.

August 22, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 28 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Decatur police are searching for a group of teens 
whom are accused of throwing rocks at a car and striking a four-year-old child in the 
head.  The little girl is in the hospital recovering.  The incident happened on August 18th 
at the entrance of Johns Hill Park on South Jasper Street.  Police said one of the teens 
threw a rock that went into the backseat, hitting the child.  The child suffered a skull 
fracture.  Anyone with information should contact Decatur Police Department.
August 24, 2017



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the Sangamon County Clerk if offering a mobile unit for 
residents to access legal documents.  More than 100 people have gotten birth and 
death certificates and marriage and business licenses through the clerk’s outreach 
program.  The city said most of the people who use the program are either elderly, 
disabled or can’t make it to Springfield.  

August 28, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Adam Rife reported that more than 300 people showed up to the 2nd Annual Dan 
Adair, M.D. memorial triathlon.  The triathlon was created to honor Dr. Dan Adair, an 
Orthopedic Surgeon at Springfield Clinic.  Those who knew Adair said he had a passion 
for improving people’s lives through physical activity and would be happy to see the 
results of the event.  The event was held at the YMCA on Iles Avenue as part of a 
partnership with the Memorial Sports Care program.

September 1, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Adam Rife reported that more than 300 people attended a solar eclipse party at 
the Danenberger Family Vineyards in New Berlin.  The vineyard donated the money 
raised from that event to the Simmons Cancer Institute.  Susan Danenberger presented 
the check for $1700.  Susan has battled cancer throughout her life and used the solar 
eclipse event to give back.  The money raised will help disadvantaged patients in need 
of cancer-specific medicine.  The money will also help with transportation costs, co-pays 
and other expenses.

September 6, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that nearly 500 cards were delivered to St. John’s 
Children’s Hospital.  The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation 
collected the cards at the state fair from kids all across the state.  St. John’s said the 
gesture is overwhelming.  Jessica Bare, Director of Professional Regulation, said “We 
recognize these kids can’t come out to the state fair, so this is our way of bring a little 
piece of the state fair to them.”  Vernessa Glover, Executive Director of the Children’s 
Hospital, said “It means a lot to really know that other kids and their families in the 
community are thinking about them at a time that can be really hard.  It’s just 
heartwarming.”  
September 12, 2017



Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that a Decatur food kitchen that serves hundreds of 
people in need every day will soon get fresh produce from area farms.  The Good 
Samaritan already gets about 70% of their produce from gardens planted across the city 
but they want to get even more fresh fruits and vegetables from farms across Central 
Illinois.  

September 23, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that over 300 people walked for Memorial Medical 
Center’s 13th annual Transplant 5K in Washington Park in Springfield.  The proceeds 
will go towards MMC’s transplant fund.  The fund helps transplant patients in financial 
need, with medication and other medical needs, as well as education for patients and 
staff.  Organizers said this event also brings to light the importance of becoming an 
organ donor.  Kim Draper, Event Coordinator, said “Just in Illinois, there are 4,000 
people waiting for a kidney.  If everyone could sign up to be an organ donor that number 
would decrease.”

September 27, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that a local couple has partnered with the Phoenix Center 
to create the “LGBT Parents Group” in Springfield.  They said it’s an opportunity for 
families to get together and discuss common issues LGBT families face, and for their 
children to see other families like theirs in the community.  Matt Berry, LBGT Parents 
Group, said “My son goes to daycare where he’s the only child that has two dads, and 
he’s very proud of that fact that he has two dads, but I think it’s also good for him to see 
and know that there are other families out there that also have two dads or there are 
other families of kids that have two moms.”  

Crime and Court

July 4, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that a stabbing involving two teenage girls and four 
women was reported at Casey’s General Store on Clear Lake Avenue.  Reportedly, a 
woman tried to stop two teenage girls from attacking another woman inside the store.  
An employee was able to lock the doors after the victims and suspects went outside.  



Deputies said a 21-year-old woman was stabbed in the back of the shoulder.  So far, no 
arrests have been made.

July 6, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Springfield police are investigating a July 4th shooting.  
It happened while the victims were watching the fireworks near South 13th and South 
streets.  Officers were following a car driving erratically when dispatch reported the 
same vehicle being shot at.  The driver and a passenger said they were distracted by 
fireworks when someone opened fire.  They were injured by debris when one bullet 
went through the car.  Police have not identified a suspect.

July 10, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that authorities arrested three men wanted in connection 
to a deadly shooting in Decatur.  Decatur police and the U.S. Marshals services took 
brothers Joseph and Darrelle Fox, and Shawn Eubanks into custody on July 9th.  All 
three face charges of first degree murder in the shooting death of 36-year-old 
Demesheo Lovelace near the 900 block of South Main Street.  

July 11, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 22 seconds

John Reger reported that the name of the victim in the fatal shooting at the West 
Lake Apartments have been released.  According to police, 26-year-old John Morgan 
was shot after a vehicle pulled up on West Lake Shore Drive and someone fired several 
shots.  Morgan died less than an hour later at the hospital.  No arrests have been made.

July 13, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Joe Cadotte reported that Virgil Easley, from Kincaid, was arrested for animal 
cruelty.  Easley was released from jail just a few hours later.  Easley is accused of 
neglecting his two dogs.

July 14, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 31 seconds



John Reger reported that a grand jury indicted 22-year-old Gaege Bethune.  
Bethune is being charged with two counts of murder in the death of Pravin Varughese.  
Varughese was 19-years-old when his body was found in a wooded area in Carbondale 
nearly 2 weeks after he went missing.  At the time, police said there was no evidence 
found of foul play, but a private autopsy showed signs of blunt force trauma.  Bethune 
turned himself in on July 13th.  His bail is set at 1-million-dollars.  

July 17, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Macon County Sheriff’s office is looking for an 
armed robbery suspect.  Authorities said a man walked into the Casey’s in Warrensburg 
on July 16th, pulled a gun and demanded money.  The suspect took off with an 
undisclosed amount of cash.  He’s described as a light-skinned black man.  Anyone 
with any information is urged to call the Macon County Sheriff’s office or Warrensburg 
Police Department.

July 23, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that officials found at least nine bodies in a tractor-trailer at 
a Walmart parking lot.  Authorities said this is a “horrific” human trafficking crime.  
According to police, a store employee called for a welfare check on the tractor-trailer 
parked on the premises after a man inside asked for water.  On scene, they found 
several people dead inside the sweltering 18-wheeler and more than two dozen others 
in distress.  Fire Chief Charles Hood, San Antonio Fire Department, said “Our 
paramedics and firefighters found that each one of them had heart rates over about 130 
beats per minute, which again, they were very hot to the touch.  So these people were 
in a trailer without any signs of any type of water.  So you’re looking at a lot of 
heatstroke, a lot of dehydration.”  The driver of the tractor-trailer was arrested and is 
now facing state and federal charges.

July 26, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that two brothers are in custody for an armed robbery 
at the North Dirksen Parkway Jimmy John’s.  37-year-old Chad Martin and 30-year-old 
Troy Martin confessed to their involvement.  Chad Martin was charged with aggravated 
robbery and unlawful restraint and Troy Martin was charged with aggravated robbery.

July 28, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.



Segment was 20 seconds
Adam Rife reported that Mark Miller plead guilty to a federal charge of soliciting 

bribes from Afghan contractors.  Miller worked for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
Afghanistan, and admitted to soliciting a total of $320,000 from vendors for construction 
jobs in Afghanistan.  Miller was in Afghanistan from 2009 to 2012.  He will be sentenced 
in November. 

August 1, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Illinois Supreme Court has resentenced 35 of 80 
Illinois inmates who received mandatory life without parole sentences as juveniles.  The 
state’s highest court recently ruled their punishment unconstitutional.  20 inmates will 
serve no parole sentences for crimes committed while they were 17 years or younger.  
Two others received natural life sentences and one had his punishment reduced to 60 
years in prison.  A small amount of other inmates was released.

August 9, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that five active-duty transgender service members have 
filed a lawsuit to stop President Trump’s move to ban transgender people from serving 
in the military.  The service members in the lawsuit, who are not named, are asking a 
federal court to block the ban, saying it violates the equal protection clause of the 
constitution, and flies in the face of the previous guidance issued under the Obama 
Administration permitting open service by transgender people.

August 20, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that 32-year-old Terry Miller, Jr. died after officials found 
him with a gunshot wound to the chest.  It happened in a parking lot near 64 
Washington Street.  Police are still investigating.  An autopsy is scheduled.

August 25, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Jenn Sullivan reported that Illinois is cracking down on hate crimes with the 
governor signing two bills into law.  One law strengthens the state’s hate crime statute 
by adding new offenses that can be prosecuted as hate crimes including cyberstalking, 
transmission of obscene messages and certain acts of intimidation.  The law also allows 
judges to impose a civil penalty of up to $25,000 for violation.  John Milhiser, Sangamon 



County State’s Attorney, said “Often times hate crimes not only affect that specific 
individual who is the victim of that action but it can affect an entire community and group 
of individuals so that’s why that’s important and that’s why this legislation is important 
also.”  The governor signed another law that changes the criminal code to require 
anyone convicted of hate crimes to attend in person classes of hate crimes in person.  
In the past, the class could only be taken online.  Both law take effect next year.

August 28, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the man found shot to death in Decatur has been 
identified as 22-year-old Zachary Hubbartt.  Hubbartt sustained multiple gunshot 
wounds to his head, torso and right arm.  Decatur police said Hubbartt’s body was 
found in a vacant house in the 1200 block of East Condit Street.  The investigation is 
ongoing.

September 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that 33-year-old Billie Jo Friday was arrested in connection 
with an armed robbery at the Walgreens at 2140 Peoria Road in Springfield.  According 
to employees Friday walked into the store and showed a large knife to them.  Friday is 
charged with armed robbery, aggravated assault and unlawful use of a weapon.

September 8, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that a massive drug investigation lead to the arrest of seven 
people in Pana.  The investigation was conducted by the Christian County Sheriff’s 
office, Pana Police Department and Taylorville Police Department.  Christian County 
Sheriff Bruce Kettelkamp said the officers work tirelessly to get drug dealers off the 
streets.  Kettelkamp said there may be more arrests to come out of these investigations. 

September 11 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 28 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that 51-year-old Markes Rodgers barricaded himself and 
a female inside his home.  Illinois State Police said there were reports of shots fired in 
the 200 block of East Road in Rosamond.  A woman was released from the home 
shortly after.  Police said that she’s okay.  After hours of negotiating, police took 
Rodgers into custody.



September 13, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that 37-year-old Scarlett McKinzie plead guilty and was 
charged with aggravated DUI for an incident that happened in February 2017.  McKinzie 
was driving a van that struck a school bus near the intersection of Moultrie County Road 
and Route 32 East.  The bus flipped onto its side and five students were sent to the 
hospital for non-life threatening injuries.

September 15 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Former House Speaker Dennis Hastert denied 
allegations he once sexually assaulted a fourth grader.  The alleged victim filed a 
lawsuit saying that attack happened while Hastert was a Yorkville High School teacher 
in the 1970’s.  Hastert’s attorney said the law bars the victim from making the claims 
more than two years after he turned 18 and that the suit should be dismissed.  Hastert 
returned to Illinois in July after serving part of a 15-month prison sentence for violating 
banking laws.

September 16, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that 43-year-old Alva Thomas, from Champaign, is behind 
bars in connection with an overnight shooting.  Officers responded to reports of shots 
fired in the 900 block of Pomona Drive.  According to police, the female victim was shot 
during an argument with Thomas.  Thomas was arrested at the scene and faces 
charges of aggravated discharge of a firearm.  The victim is expected to recover.

September 18, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that 40-year-old James Basse was found dead in the 
1400 block of East Wood Street in Decatur on September 15th.  Police reported that he 
was shot in the leg and chest.  Decatur Police are still investigating the homicide.

September 25, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that all five Wheaton College football players accused of 
hazing have turned themselves in.  All five students were charged with aggravated 



assault.  Prosecutors said they allegedly dragged a freshman out of his dorm room in 
March of 2016, tied him up with duct tape, and left him beaten and half-naked at a 
baseball field.  He later had both shoulders torn and later withdrew from school.  At least 
2 of the players are out on bail with arraignments set for October. 

September 29, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Marion and Norma Behymar are accused of attacking 
a Hoper Learning Academy student on a bus.  Both are charged with aggravated 
battery.  Marion is a bus driver and Norma is a bus monitor.  Authorities said they 
allegedly hit the student in the head on a First Student bus.  First Student confirmed 
both have been terminated.  They are both being held on a $150,000 bond.

Economy

July 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that we’re learning how Springfield plans to use the 
$100,000 granted for summer programs.  In May, the city started talking about these 
programs to curb violence for next year, shortly after there were three shootings in one 
week.  Mayor Jim Langfelder said it was vital the city act now.  Mayor Langfelder said 
“When we had the fun violence recently we thought well we can’t wait, we need to be 
doing something not so we hurried up and tried to pull things together.”  The mayor said 
their research found there are not enough activities for kids to do at night.  Starting next 
week, they’ll begin using the money for night programs, which will be held at the new 
Salvation Army building.  

July 6, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Amazon is parenting with Oregon-based company 
King Vintners to create five brands of wine.  The label will be called Next.  

July 10, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Amazon prime shoppers have special deals 
coming their way.  The company is kicking off its 3rd annual “Prime Day.”  Amazon said 
it will offer new deals every five minutes for 30 hours.  Beginning tonight, July 10th, at 9 
p.m. Eastern time.  Discounts will reportedly be available on hundreds of thousands of 



items, but buyers will have to have Amazon’s prime membership, which costs about 
$100 per year. 

July 14, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Illinoisans will soon be paying more money at the 
pump due to a gas tax included in the recently passed budget.  The bill eliminates a 
20% sales tax credit given to wholesalers on gas.  Sellers will now pass that cost along 
to consumers.  In Central Illinois, we’ll be paying 3 to 5 cents more per gallon.  Just one 
penny per gallon can generate about 50-million-dollars so the tax will potentially bring in 
around 150-million-dollars per year.  While the new tax hasn’t gone into effect yet, gas 
stations are already working on how to implement the new system.  

July 18, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the I-Cash program is breaking records: 159-million-
dollars in forgotten cash and stocks has been returned.  Treasurer Michael Frerichs said 
it’s the largest amount in the program’s history and exceeds last year’s total by about 4-
million-dollars.  

July 25, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

John Reger reported that S&P upgraded the University of Illinois’ credit rating 
from negative to stable.  The entire U of I system is now no longer at risk of being 
downgraded any further.  They did receive at least one downgrade during the budget 
impasse.  Any diminishment of credit rating results in a higher cost of debt for the 
university.  Despite a 10% cut in funding, the certainty of a budget will help the 
university and its students thrive.  

July 31, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Best Buy is eliminating 339 positions from the geek 
squad.  The team performs in-home product installations and repairs across the 
country.  Best Buy has roughly 20,000 people working on the geek squad across the 
country.  The layoffs will take place in September.  A Best Buy official said those 
affected by the layoffs will be given new jobs with similar pay and responsibilities.  

August 11, 2017



NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Amazon is looking to get into the ticket business.  
Amazon officials believe they can help with ticket sales and bring prices down on 
sporting events, theatre and live music.  Ticket sales would add to Amazon’s long list of 
everything they sell online.

August 15, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that some Illinois residents could lose out on food 
stamp assistance because of Cook County’s sugary drink tax.  The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture said the tax on sugary drinks is in violation of federal law because “the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, known as SNAP, is exempt from those 
taxes.  Illinois could lose around 86-million-dollars in federal funds for the program 
because of how Cook County implemented the new tax.  Rob Carr, Illinois Retail 
Merchants Association, said “Local governments have authority, very broad authority in 
Illinois, but clearly I think this has demonstrated that this has gone too far.  Their actions 
not only affect themselves and their taxpayers and their residents, but others outside 
the area.  So we really need to look at how far we let them go in terms of taxation and 
regulation.”  According to the Illinois Department of Human Services, Cook County has 
until August 21st to change the way they tax sweetened beverages.

August 17, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that new numbers showed unemployment in Illinois 
increased during the month of July.  According to the Department of Employment 
Security, the state’s rate is now 4.8%.  Despite the increase, some industries did see 
job growth in July.  Data showed Illinois is still behind the nation in both job growth and 
the unemployment rate.  The national unemployment rate is currently 4.3%.

August 29, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

John Reger reported that the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce 
released its economic impact report for a potential power plant in Pawnee.  Pawnee is 
under consideration for Emberclear’s new natural gas plant.  According to the report, 
construction of the plant would create 300 to 600 construction jobs and close to 40 
permanent jobs once the plant is built.  John Collins, Director of Business & Community 
Development, said “This is the largest ripple effect I’ve ever seen in a project in 



Springfield and Sangamon County.  Obviously it’s the largest, it’s a billion-dollar project, 
but most don’t have the ripple effect of secondary job creation that this does.”  

September 13, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 29 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the committee of the whole approved the language in 
a new developmental agreement for the proposed Pawnee power plant.  The 
agreement brings up a few important factors, including how the power plant will 
minimize any impact on CWLP rates, how the project will hire up to 800 construction 
workers, as well as up to 40 full-time employees, and how the plant will bring in about 
1.2-billion-dollars’ worth of private investments.  

September 13, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Springfield Budget Director, Bill McCarty, said that 
this is the worst financial situation he’s seen in Springfield in his time in the position.  
McCarty said the city is expected to have a deficit of between eight and nine million 
dollars over the next couple of years.  The city blames a new, nearly million-dollar state 
fee charged on local sales taxes.  The city also said they’re collecting less and less 
sales taxes.  McCarty said “Devastating might not be the right word.  It’s certainly one 
that I haven’t seen since I’ve been here.  Some would argue, my staff that were here at 
the time, that it’s worse than the great recession.”   He also added that online shopping 
is to blame for much of what he described as dwindling funds from sales taxes.  Mayor 
Jim Langfelder said downtown revitalization, tourism and projects across the city will 
eventually offset the deficit.  

September 15, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois State Fair grandstand’s nine shows 
tickets sold nearly 2.7-million-dollars.  The tickets fell just short of last year’s but reports 
show 2 out of every 5 tickets were for three-time Grammy winners Pentatonix, and the 
heavy metal band Five Finger Death Punch.  

September 19, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 15 seconds

Esther Kwon reported that Springfield residents could be paying hundreds of 
dollars more for utilities.  A new report showed that CWLP’s choice to continue 
operating its aging coal plant cost customers over 260-million-dollars from 2008 to 



2016.  That’s according to a financial review commissioned by the Sierra Club.  The 
Sierra Club hired a research and consulting firm in Massachusetts to do the study.  The 
firm said CWLP does not need the Dallman Power Plant to keep the lights on in 
Springfield and is costing customers more than they could be paying.  Thomas Vitolo, 
Senior Associate of Synapse Energy Economics, said “The data in the report shows 
that in 2016, the typical residential CWLP customer paid $215 more than they should’ve 
if CWLP had simply purchased power from the grid.” 

September 22, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that unemployment rates in Illinois dropped in August 
compared to the same month last year.  That statewide unemployment rate is currently 
at 5.2%.

September 26, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Esther Kwon reported that a hunting advocacy group spoke at the capitol about 
the financial benefits of the sport.  Hunting Works for Illinois has 50 partner 
organizations.  They’ll work to tell the story of hunting and shooting sports.  They’re also 
focused on teaching people the economics involved in the sport.  Organizers said 
hunters spend more than 1-billion-dollars a year in Illinois.

Education

July 5, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the University of Illinois will host a conference to 
combat hunger among college students.  Officials said student hunger is directly 
correlated with rising tuition and other costs.  Several food pantries have recently 
opened on the U of I campus in Champaign and Parkland College.  The conference is 
set for March of 2018 and will be hosted by an agricultural engineering professor.

July 7, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute 

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the University of Illinois is breathing a sigh of relief 
now that a budget was passed.  Under the new budget, universities throughout the state 
received a 10% cut from the last budget in 2015.  That’s almost 6-million-dollars from 
the University of Illinois’ three campuses combined.  Also, they are not receiving late 



payments from 2016, which totaled more than 450-million-dollars.  Still, they are happy 
to be able to move forward and plan for the future, especially when it comes to filling 
positions.  Under the new budget, MAP grants are also fully-funded again, which the 
University of Illinois at Springfield said is very important for their campus.  In 2016, more 
than 700 students received MAP grants totaling about 2.5-million-dollars.

July 10, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Esther Kwon reported that the District 186 school board met for the first time 
since the state budget was put into place.  Districts across the state have faced financial 
strains from the lack of a state budget.  Superintendent Jennifer Gill applauded 
legislators for finally passing a budget.  But she said their job isn’t done yet.  While the 
state does have a budget that would give District 186 over a million dollars in additional 
funding, a bill for a new education funding formula has not been passed, which would 
actually give that money to the schools.  Gill said “August is when those funds start to 
get distributed to the schools, and so they need to come back together and have a bill in 
place by early August for those funds to be distributed on time.”  

July 12, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Lincoln Land Community College kicked off their 
annual College for Kids program.  The three-week summer program gives kids grades 
Kindergarten through 8th grade the opportunity to choose a variety of fun activities and 
classes, ranging from arts to engineering.  Organizers said the college style experience 
leaves the students with new ideas.  Jessica Ingold, Youth and Enrichment Coordinator 
of LLCC, said “They’re having that change to have hands on experience, getting messy, 
learning things that they may not get the time to learn more information about, and 
having a great time doing it.”  

July 17, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 53 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Illinois schools are at risk of not opening their 
doors, unless the state passes a new education funding formula.  Governor Rauner said 
he wants the education funding reform bill that passed both chambers delivered to his 
desk.  The bill would create an “evidence based funding model” for schools to level the 
playing field across districts.  Rauner said he plans to issue an amendatory veto if it hits 
his desk, removing the funding for the Chicago Public Schools’ pension system.  
Rauner said “Every school district in this state does better, at least as well, when I 
amendatory veto the bill.  The money deserves to go to the teachers in the classroom, 
and the students and the taxpayers in our communities, not to Chicago pension bailout.’  



July 20, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 46 seconds

John Reger reported that every year, hundreds of students in Central Illinois go 
back to school without the most basic of supplies.  For students to succeed in school, 
they need things like pencils, paper and backpacks to carry all of their books.  But it can 
be a financial burden for low-income families.  Often times, that burden falls on the 
shoulders of teachers who end up paying for these supplies out of their own pockets.  
Just here in Springfield, hundreds of students are in need.  Clare Thorpe, of the 
Abraham Presidential Library and Museum, said “We are told by the district that there 
will be many students, more than 400 students, that won’t be able to start school on 
time because they don’t have the basic supplies they need.”  

August 4, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the Sangamon County Clerk is partnering with school 
district 186 to help parents get their child’s birth certificates.  The vital records mobile 
unit will be at the Early Learning Center on 1st Street from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The unit 
will be at Grant and Washington middle schools on August 7th from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A 
birth record is $25 for the first copy and $7 for each additional copy.

August 7, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 29 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that that Illinois Senate has a little more than a week left 
to take action on the school funding bill.  If it passes, the House will then have 15 days.  
If lawmakers do not approve nor override the governor’s amendatory veto, the 
legislation will die and a new bill will have to be created.  Democratic State Senator 
Andy Manar, who sponsors the bill, said he will not accept the amendatory veto.  
Schools are owed their first state payment August 10th.  

August 8, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Springfield School District 186 will change the way it 
assesses students.  At the school board meeting, a presentation introduced what they 
call a multi-tiered system of supports.  It’s a model that would monitor student progress 
and ensure every student is college and career ready.  The students would be assessed 
on their reading, math, social and emotional levels.  This would allow for a more 
streamlined process for all grade levels across the district.  If approved by the board, 



the changes would go into effect this coming school year.  The estimated cost if around 
$260,000, which would come from existing funds.

August 15, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Governor Bruce Rauner signed a new law to protect 
preschool students from expulsion.  State officials said publicy-funded early childhood 
programs will be able to temporarily remove a child from class for safety reasons.  From 
there, they have to address the behavior through intervention and community 
resources.  The state’s child welfare agency will also have to develop rules to prevent 
licensed daycares from expelling young children.  The bill takes effect in January.

August 20, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Cymphanie Sherman reported that Illinois was ranked the sixth highest in the 
U.S. for the number of students homeschooled.  More parents are turning to a home 
education as legislatures are unable to pass a new school funding formula.  According 
to A to Z Homeschooling, over 60,000 kids in Illinois were homeschooled in 2016, but 
local homeschooling groups said sports programs for teens are lacking.  Now the 
Christian Homeschool Association is working to fix that problem with a new sports 
program.  For the first time in Springfield, the organization will have two boys’ basketball 
teams—one for junior high and one for high school.  The players will compete against 
different schools in the area, as well as other homeschooling groups.  David Fitch, 
Coach for Christian Homeschool Association, said “I think that athletic activity creates a 
well-rounded student, so I think having athletics programs available will just help the 
students develop in all areas.”  

August 25, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

The University of Illinois in Champaign is doing away with a long time tradition.  
The athletic department’s made the decision to retired the “war chant.”  Some students 
are disappointed in the decision, but the campus Native American House said the chant 
if offensive.  One student said “Our culture and our identity is not for performance or for 
entertainment.  It’s just who we are as people.”  Another student said “I thought it was a 
shame that it was discontinued, it was part of a tradition at Illinois.  It wasn’t anything 
offensive like that.”

August 29, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.



Segment was 35 seconds
Adam Rife reported that the Illinois House passed an education funding reform 

plan.  The bill will now head to the Senate.  

September 4, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 19 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Illinois State University raised 21.4-million-dollars in 
private money for the 2017 fiscal year.  The money included donations from alumni.  
There’s six-million-dollars in scholarship funds and five-million-dollars for the College of 
Fine Arts.  The ISU president said it’s a “testament to the life-long impact of receiving an 
education at Illinois State University.”

September 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 58 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that schools around Illinois are now required to teach 
students about spending and saving money.  According to the State Board of 
Education, these standards are meant to better prepare students for college and 
careers.  The new standards were required to be implemented this school year.  
Schools are now required to teach financial literacy starting in first grade.  Jo Ellen 
Walsh, a Williamsville High School business teacher, said “I tell kids that this is your life.  
You’re always going to have money, you’re always going to want to make more money 
and learn how to save it.  I’ve always told them; you will take classes in high school that 
you might forget but you’ll never ever forget this class because you’re always going to 
use it every day in your life.”

September 7, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the two-year budget impasse continues to cause 
problems throughout the state.  Enrollment has dropped almost 9% this fall compared to 
last year at Southern Illinois University.  The biggest drop is with incoming freshman.  
School officials said the decline was expected due to budget issues.  One official said 
“We heard frequently from parents of perspective students, concerns whether their 
programs would still be here because of the budget crisis.  There was a lot of doubt put 
in the minds of some families on the viability of higher education.”  

September 17, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds



Em Nguyen reported that Lutheran High School held their building dedication to 
celebrate the new space for students.  The new addition serves as a chapel and 
Performing Arts Center.  Two new classrooms and a teaching center were also added.  
The principal said the school is growing along with its students.  Principal Glenn Rollins 
said “We want the kids to know they’ve been blessed with these new spaces to grow 
academically, to grow in the co-curricular, but most importantly to grow spiritually.”  The 
total building cost was around 4-million-dollars.

September 18, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that District 186 students are back in class after getting their 
vaccination records updated.  The district said there are only 26 students who still need 
to receive vaccinations before they can return.  Originally more than 400 students were 
not allowed in school because they did not have their shots by the September 5th 
deadline.  Illinois law requires students to be up-to-date on physicals and vaccinations. 

September 19, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Illinois State University is in the middle of its largest 
fundraising campaign ever, Redbirds Rise.  ISU plans to raise 150-million-dollars in 
private funds.  The funds will be used to expand scholarships, International education, 
off-campus internships and leadership programs.  The university started the quiet phase 
of the campaign in 2014, raising over 103-million-dollars from more than 40,000 donors.

September 27, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 44 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that District 186 is one step closer to finalizing their 
visions for the future of their facilities.  The 8th community engagement session was held 
at Lanphier High School, where residents gave feedback on infrastructure options.  
Officials hope they can provide a final decision to the Board of Education by early 
December.  They said the community meetings are vital to the future of the district.  
Jennifer Gill, District 186 Superintendent, said “It’s energizing to see so many people 
come out.  Some have come before and some this is their first time.  We welcome 
anyone to these sessions.  We really wanted to develop our plans based on the 
community’s input.”  The 9th and final session will be held on November 9th at Southeast 
High School.

September 29, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.



Segment was 1 minute
Joe Cadotte reported that according to a recent report from the State Board of 

Education, there’s a concerning number of kids who are not reading or writing at grade 
level.  The Board of Education released preliminary standardized tests results and it 
showed about 70% of all third through eight graders are not reading or writing at their 
grade level.  

September 30, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Illinois in-state college tuition ranks the fifth highest in 
the United States and now, degrees are increasingly out-of-reach for low-income 
students.  According to the Partnership for the College Completion, low-income families 
in Illinois must save 60% of their total income for a student to attend a four-year 
institution.  Middle class has to save 25%.  The high costs are due to lagging graduation 
rates among low-income students and students of color.

Government

July 4, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 28 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the budget crisis continues after bipartisan talks broke 
down over the weekend, but some lawmakers hoping for progress in the statehouse.  2 
of the 3 bills needed for a budget passed the House on July 2nd and the 3rd made it over 
to the Senate on July 3rd.  The Budget Implementation Bill, also known as the “BIMP 
bill”, would authorize 6-billion-dollars of bonds to pay for the spending plan.  

July 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that faith-based pregnancy centers are claiming their 
constitutional rights have been violated and now they’re suing the State of Illinois over a 
law which requires every physician to tell their patients their rights, including their right 
to abortion.  The lawsuit alleges the clinics’ rights are violated because they have to 
offer advice that they find morally wrong.  Clinics also said the new law violates federal 
laws banning discrimination against doctors who don’t provide or refer patients for 
abortions.

July 19, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 10 seconds



Matt Witkos reported that the latest GOP healthcare bill collapsed in the Senate 
again.  President Trump is still without a major legislative victory after one of his key 
campaign promises stalls.  Repealing and replacing Obamacare is one of President 
Trump’s major campaign promises.  Republicans have promised to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act for several years.  President Trump said to let Obamacare fail and 
then come together and do a great healthcare plan.  Trump said “I’m certainly 
disappointed for seven years I’ve been hearing repeal and replace from Congress and 
I’ve been hearing it loud and strong and then when we finally get a chance to repeal and 
replace they don’t take advantage of it.”  Republicans voted more than 60 times to 
repeal all or part of Obamacare, but that was when President Obama was in the White 
House and had veto power to stop it.  

July 19, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

John Reger reported that the State of Illinois dodged another bullet.  Fitch, one of 
the major bond houses, announced it will not downgrade Illinois to junk bond status.  
The agency said Illinois sits one notch above junk bond status.  Fitch also said the state 
shows growth risks because of the uncertainties with the new budget, especially with 
school funding.  Financial experts said Fitch’s decision signals Illinois is moving in the 
right direction but there’s still a way to go.  Dan Pietroburgo, Financial Consultant at 
Benjamin F. Edwards & Company, said “It means that we’re not falling to junk which 
was the fear all along.  It means the cost of borrowing for Illinois won’t be getting any 
more expensive here in the near future, it doesn’t mean it’ll be getting any less 
expensive at the same time, but it’s definitely a good sign.”  In May, credit agencies 
warned lawmakers Illinois was on the brink of becoming the first state ever to reach junk 
bond status.  S&P made the decision to remove the downgrade review last week, but 
there’s still one to go.  Moody’s said the state remains under review for potential 
downgrade.

July 21, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 21 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Moody’s Investors Service announced the state’s 
credit rating will not be downgraded to junk bond status. The agency warned a 
downgrade is still possible within the next 2 years.  Moody’s said that while the new 
budget is a step in the right direction, it doesn’t improve Illinois’ unfunded pension 
liability.

August 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 47 seconds



Em Nguyen reported that gubernatorial candidate Chris Kennedy was in 
Springfield at the Sangamon County Democratic Headquarters, meeting local voters.  
Residents asked Kennedy, nephew to former President John F. Kennedy, questions 
during the hour-long meeting.  Kennedy discussed improving Illinois’ economy, job 
creation and minimum wage.  He also said public universities are a priority for the 
state’s progression.  Kennedy said “We’ve got the biggest migration out of high school 
and college students in any state in America, with the exception of New Jersey.  We 
need to turn this around, and we need to use those universities like UIS to do it.”

August 10, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Esther Kwon reported that Sangamon County Sheriff Wes Barr will not seek re-
election.  Barr said “It was a tough decision.  I am truly honored by the fact the citizens 
of Sangamon County gave me their vote of confidence and I will be forever grateful.”  
Barr said he cannot wait to spend more time with his wife and wants to travel.

August 10, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that President Trump wrote on twitter ‘Can you believe 
that Mitch McConnell, who has screamed ‘repeal and replace’ for seven years, couldn’t 
get it done?”  Trump then continued, telling McConnell to get back to work.  McConnell 
said the president has unrealistic expectations about how things work in Washington.

August 14, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the state has yet to pay schools across the state.  
Before they can, lawmakers must first pass a new funding formula.  One piece of 
legislation that could release the state funding is Senate Bill 1.  When it was sent to the 
governor, he rewrote part of the bill with an amendatory veto.  The Senate overrode his 
veto.  The House is expected to override the veto as well.  

August 17, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Illinois superintendents are calling on the governor and 
general assembly to pass a school funding bill.  The superintendent at Taylorville 
schools said his district has enough money to keep their doors open through March.  He 
said Taylorville’s enrollment has been declining, and this could hurt their schools down 



the road under the governor’s proposed plan.  He said Senate Bill 1 would provide 
consistency.

August 21, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Governor Bruce Rauner vetoed legislation that 
Comptroller Susana Mendoza said would help the nearly 158-billion-dollar bill backlog.  
The plan requires state agencies to report the bills they’ve not yet sent to the 
comptroller for payment.  Rauner said Mendoza wants “to micromanage executive 
agencies.”  Mendoza plans to ask lawmakers to override the veto.

August 22, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Governor Rauner issued an amendatory veto on 
legislation that would allow more students to qualify for the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, or SNAP.  SNAP benefits help low-income individuals get money 
for food.  The governor said the legislation goes too far.  He said with limited resources 
available, the state shouldn’t be responsible for identifying college students who are 
eligible for the benefits.  John Kelker, President of the United Way of Central Illinois, 
said “I think the House bill is positive and I think you need to simply let those who are 
eligible for those benefits be aware of them.  It really will come down to a decision of 
some young students staying in school or not because of what these benefits would 
have provided.”  

August 24, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 53 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that four of Governor Rauner’s communications 
staffers have submitted their resignations.  Among them, Rauner’s Director and his 
Deputy Director of Communications.  3 of the 4 were just hired a month and a half ago 
when Rauner made several major changes to his top aides.  Some political experts said 
a staff shake-up 3 years into a governor’s term is a sign of instability.  Political Scientist 
Kent Redfield said “It just makes it look like the governor isn’t fully in control when 
you’re trying to build momentum for legislative achievements.”  Rauner released a 
statement about the resignations and said “We are grateful for their hard work on behalf 
of the people of Illinois and wish them all the best going forward.” 

August 25, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute



Cymphanie Sherman reported that the state’s attorney has declared he will not 
press charges against the woman responsible to the capitol lockdown in July.  The 
incident was a big misunderstanding.  On July 6th the state capitol was locked down, 
while the legislature was scheduled to vote on a budget.  It happened after a report that 
a woman threw a white powder in an area of the capitol.  It turns out, the woman was 
eating salt out of her hand because of a medical condition.  The woman was detained 
but never charged.  The substance was tested and turned out to be salt.  

August 28, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that Governor Bruce Rauner signed the automatic voter 
registration bill into law.  Residents eligible to vote in Illinois will be registered when they 
go to the Secretary of State’s office to get their driver’s license.  People do have the 
option to opt out of being registered automatically.  

September 1, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Governor Bruce Rauner asked for federal aid to 
help Northern Illinois recover from flooding.  If the help is approved, people affected by 
the floods would be able to apply for grants and low interest small business 
administration loans to help recover.  More than 3200 homes were damaged by the 
record flooding in July.  

September 29, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Springfield Urban League was awarded nearly 
$350,000 in federal funds.  The money is part of a 4-million-dollar grant that Illinois 
received from the Department of Justice.  The Urban League plans to use the funds for 
a program to help young mothers and fathers in Springfield. 

 
Health and Wellness

July 7, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 49 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that for years the Republican party said they wanted to 
get rid of the Affordable Care Act and now they’re in a position to do so, but the GOP 
continues to be fractured on how to get it done.  Ten GOP Senators said they have 
concerns about the Republican health care plan.  The bill will fail if two Republicans 



vote no.  Some Republicans are calling for repealing Obamacare now and replacing 
later.  Senator Chuck Grassley of Iowa said that will only boost market insecurity and 
said the system needs change.  Senator Grassley said “Now your healthcare plans are 
dictated by law from Washington D.C., one size fits all.  It’s got to fit into either bronze or 
silver or gold or platinum, and you’re gonna have more choice.”  

July 9, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that the Vatican said gluten free bread cannot be used for 
holy communion, but if you’re on a special diet, the church said gluten free is okay.  
Roman Catholics believe the bread and wine used during communion are turned into 
the body and blood of Christ.

July 21, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 46 seconds

John Reger reported that diabetes is an epidemic that continues to get worse 
throughout America.  The Centers for Disease Control released a new report that said 
more than 9% of the U.S. population has diabetes and around 84-million-people have 
pre-diabetes.  Physicians said the reason diabetes continues to plague the nation is 
because of how people eat.  They said there are too many unhealthy food options and 
while people are eating a large amount of calories, doctors said many aren’t exercising.  
The CDC said that diabetes was the seventh leading cause of death in 2015.

July 24, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that HSHS St. John’s Hospital hosted a fundraiser to 
donate a new cardiac cath lab to India.  Cath labs help doctors identify any heart issues 
and allow them to detect early signs of heart disease.  Doctor Nilesh Goswami with the 
Prairie Heart Institute teamed up with St. John’s to make the donation possible.  
Officials said the hospital in that part of India desperately needs a cath lab.  Dr. 
Goswami said “They had a lot of patients with heart disease and they didn’t have any 
mechanism or any way to treat these patients.  They had to send them seven hours to a 
facility who had Cardiologists available.”  St. John’s and the Prairie Heart Institute are 
trying to raise $150,000 to send the cath lab to India along with a team to train area 
doctors on how to use the equipment.

July 24, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds



Dee Dee Gatton reported that bed bugs are back, especially in Decatur.  It’s an 
expensive problem and cities across Central Illinois are not scrambling to find the funds 
to get rid of them.  Bed bugs don’t carry a disease which means they don’t fall under the 
authority of governmental organizations like state health departments.  The bugs, which 
are attracted to warm bodies, spread easily and are difficult and expensive to eliminate.  
Treatment prices range from $250 to $1,000 per treatment, depending on the size of the 
home.

July 26, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 41 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that it appears more people are in favor of legalizing 
marijuana.  According to a Southern Illinois University at Carbondale study, 66% of 
Illinoisans support legalizing pot for recreational use.  Right now it’s only legal in Illinois 
for medical purposes.  Law enforcement said due to the rise of heroin and meth, 
marijuana tends to fall on the bottom of the list for drug enforcement.  Deputy Chief 
Dennis Arnold, Springfield Police Department, said “In some instances it makes it 
easier, it’s less time consuming, we don’t necessarily go through the process of making 
the arrest and booking the cannabis into evidence, which all that together take quite a 
bit of time.”  Experts predict recreational use will be legal within a couple of years.

July 28, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Representative Sue Sherer is pushing a bill to 
protect students from dangerous lead exposure.  Testing showed that 12% of Decatur 
school buildings have lead in the plumbing that could pose a threat.  Sherer wants the 
state to prioritize removing sources of lead exposure.  She said studies have found that 
even low levels of lead can be detrimental to a child’s development and could lead to 
behavioral and learning disabilities.  

August 2, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 48 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Justice Department is taking action on the 
deadly opioid epidemic.  Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced an opioid fraud and 
abuse detection unit.  A dozen experienced Assistant U.S. Attorneys will focus on 
investigating healthcare fraud and opioid scams.  Sessions said “These prosecutors, 
working with the FBI, DEA, HHS, as well as our state and local partners will help us 
target and prosecute these doctors, pharmacists, medical providers and others who are 
furthering this epidemic while lining their pockets.”  According to a study conducted by 
the National Institute on drug abuse, about 1.9-million Americans had opioid use 
disorder in 2015.



August 3, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

John Reger reported that 1 in every 13 children in the United States is suffering 
with food allergies.  In order to alleviate parents’ concerns before their child enters the 
classroom, the Kids with Food Allergies Foundation held a Facebook live forum.  Dr. 
Michael Pistiner, a Pediatric Allergist, was on hand to answer questions.  

August 4, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 15 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that antibiotic resistance continues to plague America, 
with more than 23,000 people dying each year from infections that could be cured by 
antibiotics but those people have developed a resistance.  In order to reduce the 
amount of deaths from antibiotic resistance, the CDC has awarded 200-million-dollars 
for state health programs.  This money includes 77-million-dollars that will be distributed 
to all state health departments in order to fight local antibiotic resistance, as well as to 
fight infections in healthcare facilities.  Local health experts said becoming immune to 
antibiotics can cost you your life, but there are ways to reduce the risks.  Dr. Mosam 
Patel, HSHS Medical Group, said “People they can practice the normal hygiene like the 
regular handwashing, food hygiene, they can follow the advice of the doctor, follow the 
vaccine recommendation and whenever there’s some family or friend they can really get 
sick, they can avoid the close contact of those people.”  The money granted by the CDC 
will allow health departments throughout the country to do more medical testing.  The 
goal is to spot infections threats before they spread.

August 16, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that doctors are reminding people to protect their eyes if 
they are going to watch the solar eclipse.  They said it’s important to wear true eclipse 
glasses.  The glasses have special lenses that protect from the sun’s ultraviolet rays.  
Eye doctors say regular sunglasses, even pairs with dark lenses, will not protect your 
eyes.  They also don’t recommend homemade eye protection.

August 31, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that cancer among teens continues to be a concern 
among medical providers, but when it comes to HPV it seems the vaccination is helping 
to reduce those numbers.  HPV infections have dropped by 71% in teen girls, according 



to a new report from the CDC.  Local health experts said they believe the decrease is 
due to new CDC recommendations, which encourage parents to get their children 
vaccinated between the ages of 11 to 12.  They require two doses in order to be 
protected.  Dr. G.G. Nambiar, of the HSHS Medical Group, said “This is an incredible 
vaccine.  We don’t have many vaccines that prevent cancer, this is one of those 
vaccines that prevent cancer.”  The CDC said the number of teen getting vaccinations 
has increased, however, many are only getting one vaccination.  The CDC’s report 
showed only 43% of teens are up-to-date on all HPV vaccinations.  Local doctors said 
it’s vital teens get the full treatment to be protected.

September 6, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that fewer West Nile cases have been reported in Illinois 
this year.  According to the Illinois Department of Public Health, fewer bugs and dead 
birds have tested positive for the virus this year.  There have been 16 human cases 
reported so far this year.  At this time last year, almost 90 human cases had been 
reported.

September 8, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Oak Terrace Health Care Center closed its doors, 
displacing several residents.  State law requires facilities like Oak Terrace to give 60 
days’ notice to residents before closing.  Some residents said they found out the day 
before they needed to be out.  Kristyn Harland, Activity Aid, said “People are scrambling 
to find places for their families.  A lot of them who are sick or ill, they’re here for a 
reason.  We’re a nursing home.”  

September 14, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Central Illinois Foodbank is partnering with SIU 
Family Medicine and the Central Counties Health Centers to provide fresh produce to 
patients.  It’s possible because of a $15,000 grant from the Walt Disney Foundation.  
Organizers said many patients have to choose between fresh foods and their medicine.  
This program eliminates that.  Kristy Gilmore, Food and Agency Resource Director at 
Central Illinois Foodbank, said “We partnered with both centers so we can purchase 
fresh produce and have it available to them, so the doctor can say hey you have to eat 
fresh fruits and vegetables, and by the way you can go right down the hallway and pick 
up your bag.”  

September 21, 2017



Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that drug-resistant infections are a growing danger 
around the world.  A report from the World Health Organization said there are not 
enough new antibiotics being created to fight infections that are resistant to multiple 
drugs.  Some commonly-used antibiotics grow less effective over time, making 
treatment more difficult and more expensive.  To help, the World Health Organization is 
developing guidance for responsible use of antibiotics.

September 26, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 46 seconds

John Reger reported that according to the Illinois Chamber of Commerce, more 
expectant mothers are working longer into their pregnancies and returning to work 
sooner after giving birth.  The chamber said there are four different pieces of legislation 
and laws that regulate pregnancy discrimination and accommodation in the workplace.  
The line of where accommodation should start and end can be unclear.  Todd Maisch, 
President and CEO, Illinois Chamber of Commerce, said “Employers can get caught up 
in a trick bag if they’re not educated because you’ve got these different laws, and 
employers need to make sure they know how to comply with all of them, or know where 
those trick bags are.”  

September 8, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 19 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois Department of Public Health received a 
more than 2-million-dollar grant to help 18 rural counties in South-Central Illinois hit 
hardest by the opioid crisis.  In the counties being helped, overdose death rates 
increased by over 50% in the last 2 years.

Public Service Announcements

American Migraine Foundation 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 110 times
• PSA sponsored by the American Headache Society

This campaign strives to raise awareness surrounding migraines.  The non-profit 
organization is dedicated to the advancement of research of migraines.  AMF’s mission 
is to mobilize a community for patient support and advocacy.  Viewers can visit 
www.americanmigrainefoundation.org for more information.  

Reducing Food Waste

http://www.americanmigrainefoundation.org


• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 43 times
• PSA sponsored by the Natural Resources Defense Council 

This campaign strives to spread awareness about the importance of reducing food 
waste.  The campaign encourages Americans to make simple lifestyle changes like 
making shopping lists, freezing food and using leftovers to reduce waste in their own 
homes.  Viewers can visit www.savethefood.com to learn how to better plan, store and 
cook their food.

Target Lyme Disease
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 33 times
• PSA sponsored by Project Lyme

This campaign focuses on early diagnosis and prevention of Lyme disease.  The 
Centers for Disease Control estimates that Lyme disease infects over 300,000 people in 
the U.S. each year.  Viewers can visit www.projectlyme.org for information on 
symptoms, diagnosis and treatment of the disease.

The Lisa Colagrossi Foundation 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 25 times
• PSA sponsored by The Lisa Colagrossi Foundation 

This campaign strives to raise awareness about brain aneurysms.  The foundation is the 
only brain aneurysm foundation primarily focused on raising critical awareness and 
providing the necessary education needed to help the public and medical community 
diagnose and treat brain aneurysms.   Viewers can visit www.lisafoundation.org for 
more information on the foundation.

http://www.savethefood.com
http://www.projectlyme.org
http://www.lisafoundation.org

