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             Fourth Quarter 2015 Quarterly Issues Report    

     Covering October 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015    

  

 

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with 

community members, it was determined that among the concerns of the 

Gainesville community at-large were the following issues: 

        Consumer Information 

        Healthcare and Medical News 

        Education 

                  Crime 

        Government 

        Hunger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

ISSUE:   Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs half-hour weekly 

Airdate:   Fridays and Sundays, Fourth Quarter 2015   

    October 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015 

Airtime:   Fridays, 4:30am and Sundays 1:30am plus various  

    other available times throughout the quarter 

DurationL:   30 Minutes 

Description:   This weekly program is a locally produced discussion  

    program concerning various issues in the community  

    and county.  It features people from our community who 

    are involved in bettering our lives and those who live  

    here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

ISSUE:   Local Crime 

Program:   Police Beat 

Type of Program:  Locally produced half hour with Police Department 

Airdate:   Fridays, Fourth Quarter 2015     

    October 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015 

Airtime:   Fridays, 4am and various other times available   

    throughout the quarter. 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   In cooperation with the Gainesville Police    

    Department, we air this locally-produced show featuring 

    current day-to-day problems that face this local law 

    enforcement agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

     WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

ISSUE:    Community Public Affairs 

Program:    Ilene Silverman Show 

Type of Program:   Public Affairs 

Airdate:    Tuesdays 6am, Fridays 2:30am, Saturdays 6:30am 

Duration:    30 Minutes 

Description:    Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public  

     affairs program which covers a wide array of  

     community issues, including health, community 

     events and community programs benefitting our 

     citizens.       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

     WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

ISSUE:    Crime/Healthcare/Consumer Information/  

     Education/Government 

 

Program:    GTN News on CBS4 

Type of Program:   Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:    Monday-Friday, Fourth Quarter 2015   

     October 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015 

Airtime:    6pm and 11pm 

Duration:    30 Minutes 

Description:    See attached for details on specific issues covered 

     throughout the quarter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Issue:     HUNGER 

10/2  Students at 14 schools across Alachua County can now get supper served to them at 

school, free of charge. 

The After School Meals Program kicked off last month at seven schools, but its success is 

bringing dinner to seven more. 

"These additional schools were added based on a need we discovered after we were able to get 

applications in from students this year, and all of the schools that we added were at 50-percent or 

more free or reduced," said Food and Nutrition Specialist Caron Rowe. 

It's all paid for by the Department of Health's Child Care Food Program.  

"Yesterday - on the first day of the program - we served over 15-hundred students county wide - 

and that number is still expected to go up based on additional after school programs expanding," 

Rowe said. 

Students at the following schools are eligible for free supper:  

 Alachua Elementary 

 Duval Elementary 

 Irby Elementary 

 Lake Forest Elementary 

 Metcalfe Elementary 

 Rawlings Elementary 

 Shell Elementary 

 Norton Elementary 

 Caring & Sharing 

 Foster Elementary 

 Newberry Elementary 

 Idylwild Elementary 

 Terwilliger Elementary 

 Santa Fe High School 

 

12/25 In the spirit of the holiday, the St. Francis House is helping the community.  Today they 

gave away meals and toys.  The St. Francis House is trying to make Christmas special for 

everyone.  They are giving out meals to the homeless and they have been preparing all morning.  

Volunteers gave up their Christmas time at home to come help others and said they thought that 

this year they would do something else besides for themselves and encouraged people to come 

out all year long and not just at Christmas.  In addition to food, the St. Francis House wanted to 

make sure the kids had a special Christmas as well.  Every child gets a gift from under the tree.  

Presents were donated by the community.  

 



Issue:  CRIME 

10/2  There are growing concerns about meth labs tonight after the latest bust made 
by the Alachua County Drug Task Force team on I-75 yesterday. 
       Officers pulled over a truck tailgating another car and that's when they noticed the driver 
was acting strange. 
   "His hands were shaking, he was being evasive to a lot of questions being asked for where he 
was going and that kind of thing." 
   Authorities used their K-9 unit trained to sniff out narcotics. 
   "A search of the vehicle was conducted and several pre-cursor chemicals for 
methamphetamine as well as many of the equipment or commonly used equipment to produce 
methamphetamine were recovered from inside the vehicle."    
   Detectives arrested 37-year-old Daniel Jones.  So far 19 meth labs have been uncovered in 
Alachua County, which  is a jump from 14 meth labs last year. 
    And detectives say they've seen this increase because of better training for law enforcement. 
   "For the patrol units to kind of give them an idea what to look for when they go to calls that 
may indicate a mobile methamphetamine lab." 
   "Now the sheriff's office says meth labs are extremely dangerous and if you see one don't go 
near it, instead look for these signs." 
   "A lot of times these meth labs, the one pot primarily  will give off an ammonia smell, 
sometimes smells like cat urine, if you smell that by itself it doesn't necessarily mean its a meth 
lab, but that coupled with several other indicators as follows, an abundance of trash burning, an 
abundance of visitors specifically at odd times." 
   Jones is being held at the Alachua County Jail on a 95,000 dollar bond. 
   He faces trafficking charges with the intent to sell. 

 10/13    The drug is cheap and is sometimes referred to as five-dollar insanity so when we 

asked one students if he had ever heard of it... 
   "I know like the rapper Waka Flaka but not the drug."    
   Others say they've seen the videos. 
   "Well i actually saw someone share it on Facebook and they shared a video of someone who had done 
it and it was just some girl she looked like she was possessed on the drug, she was like breaking things, 
she was in a forest  and she was trying to knock down trees, it was just really crazy." 
   Some forms of it may even look like candy...but it's actually a synthetic drug with dangerous side 
effects. 
   "An immediate rise in body temperature, temperatures as high as a hundred and five, hundred and six 
degrees, they're going to want to strip their clothes off because of that overwhelming feel of the heat, 
they're going to sweat profusely, they're going to go after shinny objects. 
   Those on flakka will often suffer from hallucinations and paranoia. And just like with bath salts people 
can become violent and aggressive -- causing damage to themselves or others.     
   "The sheriff's office says they've received at least two cases of Flakka in our area over the past few 
months and they're expecting to see several more cases to  surface especially in such a large college 
town like Gainesville."   
   "About two months ago we had a seizures from a search warrant of a white powdery substance that 
the defendant in that case told us was MDMA - he said it was molly and he believed it to be molly, we 
believed it probably to be molly. 
   Lt. Todd Kelly says the drug was sent back to the labs but when the results came back 



    --- they found out they were actually dealing with Flakka. 
   now the Alachua county sheriff's office is hoping to create more public awareness about the drug so 
they can help keep it off the streets. 
   According to the Alachua County Sheriff's office nearly 40 people have died in south Florida alone from 
using Flakka---including a newborn baby who died in Fort. Lauderdale back in June. 

10/20 Authorities found the woman and her abductor in Louisiana after she was kidnapped at 

gunpoint. It took a team effort from the Alachua County Sheriff's Office and the U.S. Marshall's 

service to save her. 

"He kidnapped her all the way to Louisiana, that's really scary" 

    Cosmetology students were stunned when they found out Natasha Jones --  a student from  a 

school next door was kidnapped yesterday. 

Authorities say she was being held at gunpoint by her son's father 29-year old Curtis Williams. 

  "According to deputies, classmates of the victim say Jones left city college around 10 in the 

morning -- leaving behind personal items like her purse and cell phone. She then contacted 

another classmate asking them to pick up her young child from daycare, but would not say why." 

   "So it sort of raised some suspicion  but being the good friends that they were, they did what 

she asked and brought their -child, well brought her child back to their house, it wasn't until 

about 8:00 o clock at night that they finally called us to report ms. Jones missing." 

 This morning while working with the U.S. Marshall's service regional services task force -- the 

sheriff's office able to make contact with Natasha Jones. 

   "Through a series of yes or no questions they were able to ascertain that she was in danger that 

she was in fear for her life and we were able to contacts our warrants who assisted tracing that 

phone call back to an address in Harvey, Louisiana. 

   The U.S. Task Force was then able to use a series of license plate readers and surveillance 

video to help determine that  had taken Jones to a home in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. 

   A short while  later, Williams was finally arrested as he was leaving the home. 

   Now locals say they thankful the sheriff's office and u.s. Marshall's responded so quickly. 

     "Without them, like she should be somewhere like dead honestly, like you never know what 

type of  danger she was in so thank God for the Sheriff's office like they're life savers." 

   According to the sheriff's office Curtis is in the process of being extradited back to Alachua 

County where he will faces kidnapping charges as well as an outstanding warrant for battery 

back in august.   

10/23   A bomb threat aimed at Littlewood Elementary School ends up with students and staff 

being evacuated as parents rushed to pick up their kids. 

"I was terrified, I dropped everything and I went to go get my child."    

   Gainesville police say they received a call around 10:30 this morning from an employee at 

Littlewood Elementary School.   

   "basically telling us that they had received a bomb threat and that's really all we had,that's 

really all we needed at that point, I mean we would like to have more but we put our resources 

into action." 

   Students were evacuated to Westside Park and Vineyard Church and an emergency text 

message was sent out to parents. 

   "The first one said that there was a bomb threat, the second one told us to come get our child." 



   Isana Schroder says it's her brother's first year at the elementary school. 

   "I was really worried about him because he doesn't do well in emergency situations." 

     K-9 units from the sheriff's office and Gainesville police searched the school but after a few 

hours authorities say they did not find anything. 

    "Police say bomb threats like these are no joke and they cost the city a lot of money for 

additional resources to make sure these students are safe." 

    "That's taking away resources from other areas of the city -- that's taking away.. and it's not 

just police you know we're talking at every level we're trying to make sure people remain safe 

and so it's very serious to call something like this in and people just need to realize we do take it 

seriously every time." 

     Parents say they are just thankful their children were safe. 

   "I thank God and I'm glad that he's alright and now we're going to go home and I'm going to 

love on him and hug him until I can't no more." 

   At this time police are still investigating who made the bomb threat anyone with information is 

asked to call Gainesville police. 

11/30   A lawsuit filed against a gun shop in Inverness has been dropped. Florida Gun Supply 

declared its store a Muslim-free zone. 

Store owner, Andy Hallinan, announced this decision after the Chattanooga shootings at The 

Armed Forces Career Center. 

Hallinan was sued by CAIR Florida, which is the Council on American-Islamic Relations. The 

group says the stores Muslim-free zone is religious discrimination and violates the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964. 

A U.S. District Court Judge dismissed the case this month. Judge Beth Bloom said CAIR's 

members were not harmed by the gun store's policy. 

Hallinan is now selling Muslim Free Zone bumper stickers and has posted a video to his 

Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/FloridaGunSupply/ 

12/10  . GPD says an internal investigation of Captain Brian Helmerson is complete. 

Back in August, allegations of sexual harassment and harassment and hostile working 

environment against Helmerson surfaced. The Police Captain was accused of multiple 

inappropriate acts by four female Lieutenants. According to the internal affairs report, 

Helmerson allegedly told one Lt. that her breasts were fake- on numerous occasions. He then 

allegedly said, "if they're not fake, then prove it." The victim stated she did not report the 

behavior for fear of retaliation, as Helmerson was her superior.  

Numerous other allegations were listed in the final report. When GPD first received notice of the 

accusations, Helmerson was temporarily removed from his police duties. Following the 

conclusion of the investigation- GPD made a decision.  

https://www.facebook.com/FloridaGunSupply/


According to Officer Ben Tobias of GPD, "Chief Jones reviewed the entire investigation and 

notified Helmerson that the recommendation would be termination." But Tobias says Helmerson 

took actions into his own hands before he was fired. "Helmerson filed paperwork with the City 

of Gainesville's risk management to exit the drop program and terminate his employment with 

the City of Gainesville by retirement."  

Now that Helmerson is retiring, GPD will have to restructure the department. According to GPD, 

all supervisors will now be receiving enhanced training about sexual assault.  

 

Issue:  HEALTHCARE 

10/5 The Levy County Sheriff's office is facing higher than expected health care costs for its 

inmates. 

   They're working with their budget to make sure inmates are still getting the medical care they 

need. The levy county sheriff says he was in for a surprise when he learned the health insurance 

cost for inmates in the jail had tripled. 

   "And i didn't learn of this increase until September 21st well after my budget had been 

submitted on June first and well after most after our budget hearing so i didn't have an 

opportunity to go back before and ask for an amendment to my budget at this point in time."   

    Recently the Levy County Sheriffs office got over 67 new inmates after a recent drug bust --- 

the health department used to help cover some of the cost but now the sheriff's office has to pick 

up the tab and some of the medications covering patients with cancer and HIV can be very 

expensive even with insurance. 

   "One medication will run into anywhere from 600 - 700 dollars and they're on multiple 

medications so if they come in and they've been treated with that medicine we have to continue 

that medicine. 

   "And the Levy County Sheriff's Office has three nurses on staff who work in the jail and those 

nurses say that every day treat inmates who are suffering from a number of different medical 

conditions." 

   "Alcohol and drugs, we have to detoxify them properly and make sure that they are 

withdrawing properly and also address their other medical problems that goes along with that." 

    The sheriff's office says some inmates come in without insurance and are receiving treatment 

for the first time -- and some of those bills can topple over 250-thousand dollars per inmate. 

     Now the sheriff's office says it's looking over the budget so it doesn't have to ask the 

commission for more money 

   "I am holding out high hopes that i will not have to go back to my commission and ask for 

more money to make up this difference so we'll just have to kind of wait and see."    

      And nurses at the levy county jail say it's a hard job working with inmates -- but they still 

finding it rewarding. 

   " I've had a tray thrown at me, a food tray, i had some pretty different, I've been cursed at you 

know you get all that kind of stuff happening but you get some of them that will actually say 

thank you and call back and say thank you." 

   The sheriff's office says their 51-thousand dollar  premium jumped up to 152-thousand dollars 

for inmate health insurance. 



12/2 A new stand alone Emergency Room is coming to Southwest Gainesville.   

 

At nearly 11,000 square feet, the new ER Center will have ten exam rooms, and services like 

diagnostic radiology and CT scans. Named, UF Health Shands Emergency Center Kanapaha, it 

will be modeled after the Springhill ER that opened in 2013.   

Ed Jimenez, CEO of UF Heath Shands says now that construction is beginning, it's expected to 

go rather quickly, and the new emergency center is expected to be open by October of next year. 

"We all have an obligation, and an incentive, to get done as fast as possible, yet not cutting any 

corners, and providing the best facility that we can. So we'll keep pushing the time line and we'll 

keep safe, but we know the need is now." 

The new Emergency center will also help EMS workers from surrounding counties get to help 

faster. Officials say they're more confident than they were when the Springhill ER opened. 

 

Chief Bill Northcut of Alachua County Fire and Rescue says, "While they were certainly willing 

to accept patients once we brought them, we just didn't want to get into that arrangement, but it's 

certainly proven its concept, it's proven that it's done well." 

The emergency center will be open 24 hours a day, and have transportation on hand if a trauma 

patient needs to go to UF Health Shands Hospital. 

 

Issue:  CONSUMER INFORMATION 

10/7    A Florida lawmaker proposes a bill that would make it illegal for employers to ask for their 
employee's personal social media information. 
 "I like keeping my Facebook and my social media private and I'd feel more comfortable if they weren't 
able to access my messages and all my information." 
    Gainesville residents like Tyler Murphy say they were surprised to know that legally in state of Florida 
your boss can ask you for your personal password information for social media like Twitter and 
Facebook but a new bill sponsored by Senator Jeff Clemens would prohibit an employer to ask for access 
to private social media accounts. 
   "And when we spoke with locals downtown many told us that they would not be okay with their 
employers  accessing their personal and private messages." 
   "I feel a person's opinion should not reflect the company so companies should not ask for i guess social 
media information, i mean that should be separate you know. " 
   "well businesses right now have the right to do background checks on us as well as drug test as well, i 
do not understand what the need to go the extra mile to check out private messages to check on what 
we like online as well - if they really want to do that they can be my friend and see what i have out 
there."    
   But others feel like it shouldn't matter if employers have access to your social media sites. 
      "Once you put things on social media such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, it's pretty much out 



there for anyone to see it's no longer private, you put it out there for the world to see what's going on in 
your life." 
   The Florida senate committee on commerce and tourism voted five to one to approve the bill and now 
it  will be decided during the 2016 legislative session. 
   And this is senator Clemen's third time trying to get this new bill passed. 

11/30   Shoppers say they’re concerned after an armed police officer was spotted on 
the roof of the Walmart in Chiefland.   

That same photo, that was snapped on Thanksgiving Day, has been shared hundreds 
of times on social media.  

"Nowadays you don't know what you're gonna be safe at, and where you're not 
gonna be safe at. Flat out, you just don't know.  You've got people locking their doors 
today who haven't locked their doors in years,” said shopper Joyce Uliano.  

Last week, police asked for help locating a man who they say took dozens of photos 
outside of the store.  According to police, he then spent over an hour inside of the 
store, snapping  photos of both the cash register and grocery area.  

Police say that incident, as well as a national bulletin from the federal government to 
be on the lookout for suspicious behavior, was the reason behind the officer 
stationed high above shoppers. 

  "We have a guy acting suspicious in our town, we have the feds telling us hey - you 
all be on alert - the alert level has risen - they're not saying it was imminent - but 
saying that they thought it could happen. You warn me? I'm gonna play on the safe 
side,” said Chief Robert Douglas.  

Bomb sniffing dogs scoped out the store before it opened on Thanksgiving Day, and 
over one dozen officers were placed in strategic locations.  

Chief Douglas estimated that over 5,000 people shopped at the Chiefland Walmart 
on Thanksgiving night.  

"It was without incident - which is exactly what we wanted - but we felt that our 
citizens deserved the right to go and shop without having to worry - we gave up our 
thanksgiving so they could be safe and shop without any worry - and I'd do it again 
tomorrow,” he said.  

12/1   Wish Upon a Star is a holiday gift drive organized by the Partnership for Strong Families. 

The organization gathers gifts every year for disadvantaged children in the community. Most of 

the children are in the foster care system or live in households of abuse or neglect. 



The children write down three wishes of gifts (each about $25) they would like for the holiday 

season. Partnership for Strong Families then passes these wishes along to organizations and 

individuals who participate in the program. For each child that is sponsored, the minimum gift 

requirement is to fulfill at least two of the child's three wishes. 

Volunteers are needed to sponsor children's holiday wish lists and provide them with gifts. If you 

want to get involved contact the Partnership for Strong Families. 

12/2  The University of Florida Police Department is rolling out a new app designed to keep 

campus safe. 

The "Gator Safe" app will be replacing the "Tap Shield" app. Many of the same features will be 

included, but others will be added. 

Officer Wayne Clark of UFPD says, "The Gator Safe app is more robust than the old app which 

was called Tap Shield. A lot of the features are more interactive. We have a crime map on there, 

so people can see what kind of crime is occurring on campus. It also your phone is a mobile blue 

light now, so instead of you trying to find a blue light, you can literally press a button on your 

phone, and it will literally alert us to your location." 

UFPD is hoping these changes will encourage other University Police Departments to follow 

suit. 

12/2  With the holiday shopping season here- watch out our for online scams... 

 Craigslist is a website used for buying and selling items, seeking employment, housing and 

other services. It's a quick easy way to get what you need, but it can be a quick and easy way to 

get scammed. 

GPD's Ben Tobias says, " A lot of people are looking for those great holiday deals and they're 

going to turn to those classified ads for great deals and sometimes your going to find something 

that looks too good to be true. and general rule of thumb, if it looks too good to be true on the 

internet it probably is." 

Officer Tobias says when meeting with someone in person to make a purchase or sell, safety 

should be the first priority. He says it's best to meet in a public area where there are cameras and 

many people around. Ben Tobias- "Make sure when your making those holiday purchases should 

you choose to do them online, make sure you know who your buying from, make sure they're a 

reputable source and just do your homework before you make that purchase." 

12/9  9  A trendy, new business model could soon be coming to Gainesville.  

They're called cycle pubs, and the business idea that's been popping up in progressive cities 

across the county, could soon be coming to city streets.  



This new business will have riders pedal on a bicycle-style limousine, while sitting at a bar top. 

Ideally, the riders will be able to bring their own drinks to enjoy while taking tours around 

Gainesville.  

"It was just exciting to see a couple of young businesses here in Gainesville trying to open up," 

said City Commissioner Craig Carter.  

At a Community Development Meeting on Tuesday, two groups of young entrepreneurs spoke 

with commissioners about their plan, and possible changes to city ordinances that would allow 

the cycle pubs to hit the streets.  

One company, named The Spins, plans to guide riders to breweries and pubs downtown.  

"There's a lot of other places that are doing this, and we thought why wouldn't this work in 

Gainesville, and it would... so why not?" said The Spins Co-founder David Godec.  

The second company, called Florida Fun Bikes, plans to cater to an adult crowd while also 

offering tours for families.  

"Our bikes should be arriving any time this week and we're really excited to share it with the 

community of Gainesville, we just found our that we're not going to be able to operate until a 

couple of ordinance pass, but we're really excited to share this cycling experience with the 

residents of Gainesville," said Florida Fun Bikes Co-founder Amber Shelton.  

Elected officials, as well as a law enforcement officer, voiced their concerns about open 

container laws and safety. But, if the process moves forward, these two locally owned cycle pub 

companies could be open for business in less than three months.  

"We could see this as early as February, which as a business owner may seem like a long 

time, but with the change in ordinances this is lightning fast," said Carter.  

The two companies are hoping to go before the full City Commission on December 17.  

12/10  A local attorney who's spent his life in a wheelchair, is challenging people across 

Gainesville to spend just 24-hours in living like he does. Over the past year, more than a dozen 

people have accepted his challenge.  

"I do think everyone should try a day in life of somebody else, kind of walk a mile in somebody 

ease's shoes,  or ride a mile in somebody else's wheelchair."  

Thirteen local residents did just that, and spent a day doing their normal routine, but from a 

wheelchair.  It's a way, Ralph says, to foster both empathy and inclusion for people with 

disabilities.  



"I was in a meeting, in a commission meeting,and I came out and I stopped for a minute, and 

people came out behind me and they talked over me as if they didn't see me," said Gwendolyn 

Saffo.  

Many struggled with completing daily routines, like opening doors.  

  

"Just simple things like going to the grocery store are a challenge, moving around, maneuvering 

your way around people," said one participant.  

The challenge also opened eyes to accessibility issues in the city as broken elevators, uneven 

pavement, and lack of ramps caused headaches.  

The team at the Florida Disability Access and Awareness Foundation want you to also give it a 

try for their Wheelchaired for a Day Challenge.   

For more information on how you can be a part of it the challenge or donate to the 

foundation please email challenge@wheelchairedforaday.org or visit the foundation online at 

www.FDAAF.org.  

12/11  Dozens of Talbot Elementary School students took a moment to say thank you on 

Friday, at a special ceremony they put on for Gainesville's police officers.  

Nearly 125 students participated in the event, including third grader Arianna Hamilton.  

"Well mostly I'm thankful because they protect us and they save us from criminals," she said.  

The students put together creative gift bags as a way of saying thank you for what the officers do 

every day.  

 "We love being appreciated by the kids, because we love the kids. A lot of the school resource 

officers, patrol, our PIO, a lot of our force showed up here to basically say thank you back for 

them thanking us," said Ofc. Dontonya Smith.  

During the ceremony, each officer was presented with a bag, as a sign of appreciation from the 

third graders.  

"Well we felt a little out of place because they put us up on stage, and we don't like to be put on 

pedisols as someone said earlier, we're not the heroes, we just do what we do because we love to 

do it," said Smith.  

Gainesville business owner Kip Boswell helped put together the event. She says it's a perfect 

time of year to spread joy.  

"We need to spread positive, there's so much negative going on across the world as it is across 

the united states and officers have really been dealing with a lot, and I know our officers have 



good days and bad days and I know there's days they wonder why but they still plunge on and 

protect us and love us and keep our children safe."  

The students prepared over 200 bags, that police brought back to the station, to give out to their 

fellow officers throughout the day.  

12/17  An eighth grader is recovering at the hospital after he choked on a sandwich at school.  

Three employees at the High Springs Community School jumped into action on Monday, when 

the student ran into the clinic and motioned to Nurse Johnelly Green that he was choking.  

After trying to swallow a sandwich quickly between classes, the teen ran to the boy's bathroom 

and realized he was choking. From there he ran to the front office, and down to the school's 

clinic where Green says he started to loose color in his face.  

Green began performing the Heimlich Maneuver, but the student was much larger than she was, 

which made the treatment difficult. Teacher William McMahon was walking by and noticed that 

Green needed help. He ran into the clinic and continued the Heimlich Maneuver.   

That's when a second teacher, Sherry Sakai, heard what was happening and came into the clinic. 

She said the student lost consciousness and the group could not feel his pulse. They quickly 

began CPR.  

"I was very thankful, that everybody who was here was brought in, because I know they were 

handpicked by god himself, to be here, to help me," said Green.  

The CPR worked and the student started gasping for air. He's recovering at a local hospital and is 

expected to be okay.  

Principal Lynn McNeill says she's thankful for the work of her dedicated and quick-thinking 

staff.  

12/23   Mike Powell is holding his fifth annual Secret Santa Toy Giveaway for Disadvantaged 

Kids.  This year’s location was Eden Park Apartments where a group of about 50 children were 

able to pick out a few Christmas presents they might otherwise not have gotten.  Mike buys toys, 

clothes, bikes and even books for the children for the holidays.  He does it out of the goodness of 

his heart and because of the way he grew up like he did and where he did.  He had a lot of dark 

Christmases where he didn’t have anything or very little and he really likes to bring a smile to 

the faces of kids. He tries to inspire the kids by telling them his story and telling them they can 

turn Gainesville into something great. 

12/24 Electronic cigarettes have really kicked off, becoming an alternative to smoking regular 

cigarettes.  But are they really safer?  Popcorn lung is a term used to describe the irreversible 

lung damage that can either decrease or bock air movement through the lungs.  It’s something 

researchers from Harvard are saying could happen to people who use the flavoring in electronic 

cigarettes.  So the main concern right now is the ingredient called diacetyl.  It’s a naturally 



occurring ingredient in a lot of sweet buttery flavors.  So people are concerned that this diacetyl 

will cause popcorn lung, however it has never been directly related to the disease.  It is found in 

about 75 percent of e-cigs and refilled liquids.  Although electronic cigarettes are intended to be 

a safer alternative to smoking regular cigarettes, more research is needed to determine if in fact 

the ingredients in electronic cigarettes are less toxic. 

12/29  When 911 calls come into the Alachua County Communications Center, a call gets 

dispatched.  Until now, that list included the Melrose Fire Department.  The current contract with 

the department is about to expire and a lot coule be changing at Melrose.  One individual is 

stationed at Melrose 40 hours a week Monday through Friday and then it is protected through 

volunteer staffing for the rest of the time.  In April, Chief Northcutt said he recommended 

removing the man from Melrose as working alone at the Fire Department was a safety concern.  

Melrose says it doesn’t want to hire a staff member but requested more money from Alachua 

County in place of the staff member.  They had asked for 87,000 a year which is an amount 

apparently that they were getting before we started employing a person at that station.  It was 

more than we pay the other departments inside Alachua County.  Alachua Fire and Rescue says 

the other completely volunteer station in it’s area receives 45,000 of funding.  45,000 was then 

offered to Melrose.  Melrose rejected the offer saying it needs more money.  President Brown 

says they respond to more calls and have a larger population to cover than the other volunteer 

station.  If an amount is not agreed upon by the time January first hits, the Melrose station will 

no longer be dispatched on calls from the Alachua Communications Center.  It will take Melrose 

longer to respond to calls as they will  have to hear about them from theor primary dispatcher-

Putnam County.  This means wait times increase as Alachua County Fire Rescue will have to 

travel further to respond first.  This issue is scheduled to be heard by the Alachua County Board 

of County Commissioners on January 12
th

.  Betweek January 1
st
 and 12

th
, Fire Rescue responders 

from Waldo, Hawthorne, and Windsor will be the primary units to respond to areas previously 

covered by Melrose. 

 

Issue:      EDUCATION 

12/1 A brand new program at Santa Fe High School is teaching students about drone 

technology. 

 "Drones - that was science fiction when I was in high school and now here it is and I'm actually 

getting to do it."   

   Bob Howland runs the veterinary assisting program at Santa Fe High School. 

   And this year he became 1 out of 11 teachers in the state to teach students how to operate un-

manned aircrafts. 

    "The idea is non-military drone use that commercial use, about two thirds of it is ag-oriented, 

ag-related so the idea is we're training safe agricultural operators for flying drone operations over 

our crops and in our case over our live stock."   

   This year 15 students will learn about FAA regulations and how to fly drones safely. 

   "it's a lot of fun we have a lot of different types of drones, we have a couple smaller types like 

we have nanos which are really small and then we have 130s which are kind of like they're 

smaller and then we have the big one that's over there its the parrot drone and that one you 



control with an ipad."      

   "And Santa Fe students are learning how to fly  drones because thousands of potential jobs are 

expected to open up the FAA approves drones for commercial use." 

   "I know they're going to get more training and they're going to use bigger drones than we have 

but this is a great starting point that our technologies pretty current with what's already out there 

being used."  Kristopher Roberts a senior at Santa Fe High School says a class like this will 

definitely benefit him in his future career. 

   "I've wanted to go into the military so going into the military and having a background like this 

is always very helpful in getting a job in the military flying drones."  

   And once the students complete the course -- they'll go on to earn their operator certification 

from the unmanned safety institute. 

12/4  Dr. Kent Fuchs was officially installed as the 12th president of the University of Florida 

during a ceremony on Friday afternoon. 

The inauguration ceremony was invitation only at the University Auditorium. The Fuchs family, 

as well as dozens of professors, deans, and scholars, were in attendance. 

Throughout the ceremony, many speakers toughed on Fuchs many achievements before coming 

to the University of Florida. 

"The inauguration is a time of joy, a time to celebrate the university of Florida's history and it's 

achievements. It's also a time to remember the legacies of the past presidents," said Dr. Steven 

Scott. 

Throughout the week, various colleges held open houses and events to celebrate the 

inauguration. 

 

Issue:    ENVIRONMENT 

12/2  The Kanapaha Botanical Gardens has been been getting reclaimed water from GRU for 

years without issue. That all changed when they discovered multiple dead fish in their ponds 

Friday morning. 

After calling GRU to do some tests, it was discovered that the levels of chlorine- which is used 

as a disinfectant in reclaimed water- were too high for the fish to survive. 

GRU's Brett Goodman says, " "In order to disinfect the water, to meet those really stringent 

requirements for providing the water back to the public, we have to adequately disinfect. And 

there are times when we have to turn the level of disinfection up, and then turn it back down." 

But it was discovered that at the time, the electronic system that monitors the chemical levels 

failed, allowing an amount not conducive to the survival of the fish to get into the ponds. 



GRU says this level is still within the limits, and would not affect humans whatsoever. 

At the same time the chlorine levels were too high for the fish, the Garden's circulation system 

had been broken. A system that would have spread out the chemicals so they did not shock and 

kill the fish. 

The Garden says this was a combination of these two things, and that GRU has responded 

quickly and positively to the situation. 

12/15   We have all heard of eating farm to table foods, but what about farm to lunch tray?  

It was a much needed rainy day at the Alachua County School District's Farm to School to Work 

Hub, as vegetables that will soon be student's lunch trays soaked up the rain drops.   

The district just won an $80,000 USDA grant that will increase the amount of food from local 

gardens served at county schools.  

"We got money that will help us expand the local produce that the students are eating on their 

lunch plates, their supper plates, snacks, every way kids get food. We're also going to be 

expanding the program here at the Farm to School to Work Hub," said Farm to School 

Coordinator Kelli Brew.  

The nearly thirty students that learn to grow, package, and process food at the hub every day, 

will also get more hands on learning experiences.  

"We thought we were going to be growing for the community or for local restaurants, when we 

found out we had the farm to school grant, then all of a sudden we knew we were growing for 

the schools, for Alachua County students, and it gave us a real purpose," said David Banes.  

Student Arthur Seabrooks says he loved being a part of the program, and hopes to go to college 

for either agriculture or nutrition.  

"I love it, It's kind of opened me a little bit to show I do have confidence, I do have courage. 

Even though you may run into stuff you may not like or wanna do, you still gotta do it. You gotta 

have a big smile on your face every day," he said.  

This implementation grant comes on the heels of the USDA panning grant the school district 

received in 2013, which helped start the program that's now quickly expanding.  

 

Issue:   POLITICS 

12/9   Students and Staff at UF are speaking out after Donald Trump Proposes a ban on Muslims 
earlier this week 
  Monday night GOP candidate Donald Trump shocked the world yet again when he said the u.s. Should 



ban Muslims from entering the country. 
   "Not even just like a specific group, just all Muslims, the entire religion itself, by saying that, that is 
completely un-American, so first of all this no longer becomes a Muslim American issue this becomes an 
American Issue." 
   And Rasshan Siddique an electrical engineering student and vice present for Islam on campus says it's 
concerning how many still support what trump says. 
   "You know the people that are supporting they're very close minded, they're very narrow-minded, 
they're ignorant on you know important topics such as this."      
    UF experts like Dr. Terje Ostebo say negative remarks from trump will only end up alienating Muslims. 
   "That is the unfortunate effect what we see a shift in rhetoric where Muslims are categorized and 
masked as you know put in one container and stigmatized and suspected of being terrorist." 
    And he says most violent acts in the u.s. Are not carried out by Muslims.     
   "we have not seen you know a wave of Muslim attacks in this country, we have seen a number 
of  more right wing attacks, in fact more people have been killed by white supremest since 2001 than by 
Muslims."    
   "And despite Donald Trump's anti-Muslim remarks, the University of Florida's Islam on Campus says 
they encourage the community to come out and ask  questions and find out what it really means to 
Muslim." 
   "Our Mosque are welcoming, we're very welcoming people, we like anyone to come by and just like if 
they want to learn about us feel free to come by we can teach -- that's one of the main important things 
about our religion besides like worshiping we love and admire knowledge. 

12/15   If you're hoping to run for office in the city of Gainesville, time is running out.  

It's a busy week at the Supervisor of Elections Office, as residents hoping to hold a spot on the 

Gainesville City Commission are coming by to get their paperwork in order.  

"Anyone who's interested in running for the position of mayor or the position of Commissioner 

for District 4, they would have to turn in all of their paperwork this week in order to have their 

name appear on the ballot," said Supervisor of Elections Pam Carpenter.  

Incumbent Mayor Ed Braddy filed for re-election last month, while Commissioner for District 4, 

Randy Wells, is not eligible to serve another term.  

"We have three candidates who have signed up to run for mayor, and we have two candidates 

who have signed up to run for the District 4 seat, so we expect them to come in and finish the 

qualifying process this week, plus anyone who's interested can still come in," said Carpenter.  

But, if all the proper paperwork is not completed by noon on Friday, December 18, that person's 

name will not appear on the ballot in March.  

Commissioner Harvey Budd says that being a part of the Gainesville City Commission is both 

hard work and rewarding.  

"You're sworn in in May, which is not a good time to be sworn in because you go right into 

budget hearings, so your learning curb becomes very quick, and you need to listen and be able to 

read a lot of material over a short period of time and make good decisions," he said.  



Anyone hoping to hold a commission seat  must meet all eligibility requirements and contact the 

Supervisor of Elections office. The Gainesville city elections will be held at the same time as the 

presidential primary on March 15, 2016.  

12/28   A Presidential contender was in North Central Florida today and it’s one who is familiar 

with this area.  Former Florida Governor, Jeb Bush stopped in Ocala for a town hall meeting.  He 

discussed several issues that he hopes  will gain him more support in the new year.  He said his 

campaign is about trying to life people’s spirit’s up rather than tearing them down.  Over 500 

people came out to see the former Florida Governor campaign for the Republican Presidential 

bid in Ocala.  He spoke about economic and immigration issues, national security and veteran 

affairs.  Bush even took a few jabs at Donald Trump saying “if you’re looking for a big 

personality on stage, there’s one there for you, God bless you, he’ll never be president”.  He even 

criticized Trump’s relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

 

Issue:   PUBLIC SAFETY 

12/10   Decorating for the holidays can be fun... but dangerous.  

The National Fire Protection Association says December is one of the leading months for home 

fires in the U.S. Between holiday cooking, candles, trees and more, there are a lot of possible fire 

hazards. 

Alachua County Firefighter Joshua Petithomme says "Keeping candles away from your tree or 

any decorations, that's really big. Especially if you're leaving a room or leaving your house, and 

you use scented candles, definitely keep those away from any of your decorations." 

The Fire Rescue team says it doesn't matter if you have a real or fake Christmas tree, but if you 

have a real one, make sure to keep it full of water. Trees without water can go up in flames more 

quickly. 

Fire Marshal Mark Smith says there are two elements a fire needs to get started that we can 

control, fuel, and an ignition source. "So we try to do is teach people that when you're putting up 

your decorations and things, you keep your fuel source and your ignition source as separate as 

possible." Holiday decorations can act as fuel. Candles, extension cords, etc., can act as an 

ignition source.  

Another thing to be mindful of is where you keep a space heater. Leaving items too close to the 

heater can cause them to catch on fire. For more information on how to prevent house fires this 

season, visit NFPA.org.  

12/28  Now that presents under the Christmas tree have been opened and new electronics and 

high-ticket items set up inside, officials say it’s what is sitting outside in your trash can that 

could e tipping off thieves.  This time of year is when thieves drive by looking for clues as to 

what’s set up inside of your house by the boxes and marked bags left piled up outside.  If you 



have the opportunity to, go ahead and haul your garbage off, if you have those type of big items 

out there don’t leave them by the roadside.  Go ahead to your county dump or your city dump 

and get rid of the property.  Law enforcement officers say right after the holidays is traditionally 

a time where break-ins and thefts rise. 

12/29  The Gainesville Fire Department is reminding residents to properly dispose of their 

Christmas trees before it becomes a fire hazard.  As with most type of trees, the Christmas trees 

possess a lot of sap that as it dries out also can present an accelerant if there were a fire and the 

tree would burn very violently and very quickly.  Gainesville Fire says the quicker you can 

remove the trees, the better.  Officials say whatever you do, don’t try and burn your Christmas 

trees.  It’s dangerous and against the law.  In the city of Gainesville limits it’s not permitted to 

burn open-any type of open burning of refuse including Christmas trees is prohibited.  And if 

you are still trying to figure out what to do with your tree, public works, waste collection will 

pick it up curbside on the appropriate day.  According to the National Fire Protection Association 

on average, one out of every 31 Christmas tree fires will result in death. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

     

 

 

 

 


