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               First Quarter 2015 Quarterly Issues Report      

         Covering January 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015     

  

 

 

 Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with  

 community members, it was determined that among the concerns of the   

 Gainesville community at-large were the following issues: 

 

    Consumer Information      

    Healthcare and Medical News     

    Education        

    Crime         

    Hunger        

    Government 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    WGFL – TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

 ISSUE:   Consumer Information 

 Program:  Alachua County Talks  

 Type of Program: Public Affairs half hour weekly 

 Airdate:  Fridays and Sundays, First Quarter 2015    

    January 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015 

 Airtime:  Fridays, 4:30am and Sundays, 1:30am 

 Duration:  30 Minutes 

 Description:  This weekly program is a locally produced discussion  

    program concerning various issues in the community   

    and county.  It features people from our community  

    who are involved in bettering our lives and those who  

    live here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    WGFL – TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

 ISSUE:   Local Crime    

 Program:  Police Beat 

 Type of Program: Locally produced half hour with Police     

    Department 

 Airdate:  Fridays and Saturdays, First Quarter 2015    

    January 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015 

 Airtime:  Fridays, 4am     

 Duration:  30 Minutes 

 Description:  In cooperation with the Gainesville Police     

    Department, we air this locally produced show featuring current  

    day-to-day problems that face this local law   

    enforcement agency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    WGFL – TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

 ISSUE:   Community Public Affairs 

 Program:  Ilene Silverman Show 

 Type of Program: Public Affairs 

 Airdate:  Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, First Quarter 2015 

 Airtime:  Tuesdays 6am, Fridays 2:30am, Saturdays 6:30am 

 Duration:  30 minutes 

 Description:  Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public affairs   

    program which covers a wide array of community   

    issues, including crime, health and community events, etc. 

    See attachment for specific first quarter shows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    WGFL – TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

ISSUE:    Crime/Healthcare/Consumer Information/Education/  

    Government/Hunger 

Program:   GTN News on CBS4 

Type of Program:  Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:   Monday-Friday, First Quarter 2015     

    January 1 through March 31, 2015 

Airtime:   6pm and 11pm 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   See attached for details on specific issues covered   

    throughout the quarter. 
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 HEALTHCARE 

 1/1/15  6 & 11pm 

 Keeping New Year’s Resolutions 

While many people are making new year's resolutions - there's one resolution that tops the list -  

getting in shape and here at Gainesville health and fitness, they say a lot of people are coming 

in, hitting the gym around this time of year. 

 

And our goal is to keep them coming in so we so we give them support and help them make 

their new year's resolution last throughout the year so it's not just a new year's resolution like a 

lot of people do. 

 Gainesville Health and Fitness says they try and make people feel like family at their gym.   

 

 It's harder when you're doing it on your own but when you have the support of the gym and the 

staff it helps to keep that goal going throughout the year.  

 

 One way people can keep track of their fitness goals it to keep a journal . 

 

 And so when we go back and we do the same thing again that we did in the beginning you're 

going to see your differences, when you are achieving your goals and you  feel that difference 

and you see that difference, you're going to be successful, you're going to keep going.  

 Experts agree you get many benefits to working out such as feeling happier, having more 

energy, and staying healthier.  

 

 If someone loses weight and they become more active and they go out and do more things and 

they're able to engage and interact with their family better and they're healthy and they're 

around longer then we've really achieved the success, no matter what your goal is. 

 



George Whitehead, a personal trainer for Gainesville Health and Fitness says the goals he helps 

set for his clients are not only goals for the near year, but for life.  

 If you change your life style then we change much more than a resolution.  Among the other 

top new year's resolutions are getting organized, spending less money, and   just  learning 

something new. 

 

1/2/15 6 & 11pm 

Flu Activity 

According to the CDC Florida has already reported a high level of flu activity.  

  Florida health officials say the flu has already claimed the life of two children.  

 

 The current strain of flu has mutated after the flu vaccine was already developed this year--  

making it less effective --but  Alachua County health officials say the best line of defense is still 

to get a flu shot--and that it's not too late!  

 

 "It's important to remember that even though it's not a perfect match the vaccination that you 

get still does give your immune system a boost to protect you against severe illness and death.  

 

 Health experts say anyone can get the flu -- but those groups most at risk are children, the 

elderly, anyone with a weak immune system, and pregnant women.  

 

 "We've been seeing throughout the state this year, just like last year, a large amount of 

pregnant women present to our emergency rooms with flu like symptoms and many of them 

were not vaccinated so it's just really important to reiterate the importance of of being 

vaccinated against flu." Health experts also recommend staying home if you're feeling sick.  

 

 Other preventive measures include covering your nose and mouth when you cough and 

sneeze     also -- always wash your hands with soap and water -- so you can't spread germs to 

others.  

 

2/19/15 6 & 11pm 

 

 

2/23/15 6 & 11pm 



Heart Transplant Story 

To the family who donated the gift of life to me, words cannot express how much your 

gift of life has meant to me. Your gift of life has truly been a blessing. I hope your family 

will one day give me the opportunity to thank you in person. Sincerely, Henry." 

 

For 6 1/2 years, these words were the closest Lynn Finley would be to the man living 

with her son's heart. Until now. 

 

Henry and Lynn met at University of Florida Health in Gainesville. That's where Henry's 

heart transplant took place in 2008. At the time, he only knew his donor was a teenage 

trauma victim. 

 

"His name was Jessie Miller Gamble. Jessie was a very free spirit. He was an artist," 

Lynn says. 

 

His heart was in his artwork; His family, his friends. The 19-year-old wanted to be a high 

school art teacher. 

 

"He was working on that, when the accident happened," she recounts. 

 

July 31, 2008, Jessie was riding his bike home from work over the Blossom Street 

Bridge, when he was hit by a drunk driver. Jessie's young life was cut short, while 

Henry's hung in the balance. 

 

"I no doubt was in bad shape, because my heart was only functioning at 15 percent," 

Henry says. 

 

Henry had an enlarged heart. He worked for 36 years with the Florida Department of 

Corrections. But had to retire because his heart and other organs were shutting down. 

 

"At that time I was so low, that I told the wife I might as well sell my livestock I had on 

the farm, and get rid of them, because I wasn't able to take care of them," he recalled. 

 

Henry was 64-years-old at the time of the transplant. 

 

"I had no idea, what I was fixing to face. Expect the worse, but hope for the best. That 

was all I could do, and pray to God," he says. 

 

Now 70 and living a life that at one point, he didn't think he'd have. 

 



"I've been able to do what I want to, go places, be with the family, and also enjoy the 

grandchildren. Three sons, it's been amazing." He says this with a smile on his face. 

 

So, for Henry, his heartbeat is everything. 

 

Henry holds out his hand, "Feel how strong that is right there. I can lay in my bed at 

night, and i can feel it in my hands, just pumping." 

 

It's a comforting sound for Lynn, to hear her son's heart. 

 

"Oh, wow, I hear it. Being able to feel his heart beat in Henry, and know that- that, how 

strong it is and know that that was exactly how Jessie was, a really strong willed person. 

Thank you," she tells Henry. 

 

Jessie made the decision to be an organ donor just a few years before his death.  

 

Lynn Finley recalls, "We actually had a long conversation about it. So, I knew, I knew 

that he wanted to do that. So, I'm so happy that, that you're doing well." 

 

New life and hope through the tragedy. 

 

Henry muses, "We're just going to be connected, for the rest of the time probably." 

 

"I told Henry he's going to live to be 100, I know it. I miss him every day, I miss him 

every day. But, I'll see him again." 

 

Henry tells her, "But, he still lives on through me." 

 

"That's right," Lynn says. 

 

CONSUMER  INFORMATION 

1/5/15  6 & 11PM 

Gay Marriage in Alachua County 

One of our churches here in the community pre-marital preparation classes Saturday and they 

had quite a few people participate in that, we received some calls mainly confirming what time 

to come and so forth. 

 



   "Here in Alachua County, clerks are opening their doors earlier than normal to accommodate 

same sex couples, looking to get hitched."  

 

   Starting tomorrow Florida will officially become the 36th state to legalize gay marriage.  

 

   Clerk Buddy Irby says they have updated their marriage forms and marriage ceremonies now 

that instead of asking for the bride or grooms name on the forms -- they will now ask just for the 

applicants name.  

 

   Irby says the process to get a license will be quick and easy.  

 

   "Basically those that meet the qualifications and have their proper identification and all - it's 

about a 10 minute process, once we get you the paper work started  and everything, we expect it 

to be a nice smooth day and everything to run well - looking forward to it."  

 

   The Gainesville Community Alliance has been an active organization for the L-G-B-

T  community for almost 24 years.  

   Its founder and president Joseph Antonelli says he couldn't be happier about what's taking 

place across Florida tomorrow.  

   "It's so important because it is what is happening and is  right, it's truthful it's right its on our 

side this doesn't diminish marriage, it encourages  love and commitment, it doesn't take away 

from anyone else it adds tens of thousands of people who will now be able to do things legally."  

 

   The Alachua County Court House will be open tomorrow from eight to five for couples 

looking to get their marriage licenses. 

 

2/13/15 6 & 11pm 

DUI Checkpoint Legality 

Some Florida drivers are keeping their windows rolled up a DUI checkpoints.  

 

This after a Florida attorney, Warren Redlich gained attention for his DUI fliers that he says are 

being used to protect innocent people from being wrongfully  arrested.  

 

"You know the number one thing is I want people to understand their rights and i think there's a 

very common mistake that people think they only have the right to remain silent  when the police 

officer tells them - you always have the right to remain silent." 



 

On New Years --- an activist named Jeff Gray filmed himself at a levy county checkpoint and 

put it on You tube.  

 

"The video has already gone viral, in it the driver takes out his license, his registration and 

insurance, places it in  this bag and puts it on the window without ever saying a word." 

 

Over two million people have seen that video which has sparked over drivers around the state to 

refuse to talk to police during d-u-i checkpoints as well as regular traffic stops.  

 

Law enforcement argues that they're not trying to take away anyone constitutional rights. 

 

In fact --- they're trying to save lives.   

 

"We don't do a lot of them throughout the year but we do do them and we will continue to do 

them but the whole purpose is to try to save lives and let the innocent people travel highways you 

know free from injury and the possible death." 

The Levy County Sheriff's office say at least 23 people died in traffic related accidents in 2013. 

 

2/17/15 6 7 11pm 

Training Service Dogs 

In the latest in our Small Towns, Big Hearts series, we head to Williston and bring you an 

organization dedicated to training service dogs.    

 

GTNs Alicia Tarancon reports on how those dogs are helping veterans return to normal lives.   

 

"I've got a traumatic brain injury, i have the nightmares things of that nature, she jumps up in the 

bed, wakes me up, helps me remember things by pointing things out." 

 

After he came back from war he spent most of his time at home alone.   

 

"I didn't want to be around people didn't want to do anything, didn't even like people," he said. 

 

But things changed when Guardian Angels Medical Service gave him a second chance at life, a 

best friend he could count on.   



"She's a ball of energy, she's always happy, constantly keeps me in a good mood, we go out, we 

have fun, then we come home." 

 

All the dogs that come from Guardian Angels Medical Service Dogs are donated to those in 

need, however it cost thousands of dollar to train these dogs and the application process is not 

easy.   

 

"Cause we get 40 request a day for one of these dogs," says Carol Borden, the founder of 

Guardian Angels Medical Service Dogs, a non-profit in Williston says most of their dogs go to 

veterans who return from Iraq or Afghanistan.   

 

Many may be suffering from PTSD, they're unable to adapt to society and many are even 

contemplating suicide.   

 

"What most of the public doesn't realize is we have 32 to 39 suicide attempts on a daily basis just 

in our veterans from PTSD and unfortunately 22 of those end up in death, we can prevent that, 

we have never had a veteran that we have paired with a dog that has every had a suicide attempt 

once we've parried them." 

 

Now Duelz can't imagine life now without his service dog. 

 

"They're always there for you no matter what good and bad, always someone there to you know 

love on you, you love on them, focus your attention on them and get you on hard times."  

 

Guardian angels medical service dogs does not get any government funding and relies on 

fundraiser's and donations.   

 

2/17/15 6 & 11pm 

Community Resource Center 

Just over a year ago, a dedicated group of volunteers began to move forward on something 
they say is needed to help residents in Gilchrist, Dixie, and Levy counties. Workers are putting 
the finishing touches on the Tri-county Community Resource Center in Chiefland. 

"It means everything to this community," says Chairperson Diana Child. 

The new center will bring more than 30 programs and services to one location. 

"All the resource information gathered in one place is going to be a blessing." 

The new center is targeting those in the community who need help the most. 

"Where people can come and get concrete services as well as assistance with some deeper 
levels of service." 



Petion says those services range from helping people find jobs to counseling and after school 
tutoring for local students. 

"So, really a large spectrum of services that people can come and get at no cost," she said. 

Partners looked to centers in Gainesville for advice. 

"Our organizations has a few resource centers in Alachua County and that's where we really 
fine tuned our model, and really found great success with prevention and family strengthening 
programs such as a resource center like this." 

Now Petion says the partnering groups will take what they've learned and modify the ideas to 
the Tri-county area. 

"How do we need to do things a little differently now and what types of unique services and 
unique challenges do communities out here have?" 

Some of the volunteers told me what they found astonishing, is how this resource center has 
pulled the community together. The city has even letting the center use the building, free of 
charge. 

2/23/15 6 & 11pm 

Emergency Text Messages 

Now instead of calling 911 Levy County residents will soon be able to text message their 

emergencies to the Levy County Sheriff's Office. 

 

The ultimate approval came from the Levy County Commissioners meeting on Tuesday 

afternoon.   

 

"Once they gave the approval our 911 director was able to get in touch with all of the facets to 

make this thing work and start the installation process and the testing process," said a department 

representative. 

 

Kasaundra Gleason, a server at the Polka Dots Sandwich Shop in Bronson says something like 

this would even benefit the deaf community who may not be able to talk to 911 

dispatchers, "Even if it was one of my elders or anybody in my family or even a friend of the 

family, if they were deaf, to let them have the ability to get a hold of somebody without 

struggling to communicate over the phone when they can't, it would be best for them to text.  

 

The 911 service is currently not activated at this time but the Levy County Sheriff's Office says 

they are working hard to get it running in the next few months.   

 

"There is some testing that needs to be done to make sure that we're not missing a carrier, to 

make sure that if a carrier's in a specific area of our county, that has a little bit of a weak signal, 



it's going to work, we would hate to know that someone is texting  us to our 9-1-1 center asking 

for help and it's not coming through.  

Levy County Sheriff's Office says they're moving forward with the service because a lot more 

people are texting these days and there are many areas in Levy County where it's easier to send a 

text than make a phone call.  

Helping Justin 

The Gainesville Police 2/27/15 6 & 11pm 

Department is asking for your help tonight. 

Officer Justin Poirot is the department's chief pilot.   

He's been with the department for nearly 15 years and 20 years ago he underwent brain surgery 

to fix a birth defect.  

The surgery should have been a permanent fix but it caused him to experience double vision 

while flying three months ago.   

Cpl. Summer Hallett, one of his friends, says, "He's just the joker, he's the kid that you're like 

Justin come on let's be serious we've got stuff to do, always making cracks, and if wasn't making 

them, someone was making them about him, and he's just a really good sport about you know 

humor and seeing the bright side of things and he's just fun." 

When Justin went to Shands, they did not have a resident expert available to correct his condition 

-- so he flew out last week for surgery in Arizona. 

 

Justin is married with a young son and also has several medical expenses.   

 

"Now GPD is asking the public to come together in an effort to help Justin and his family pay for 

his expensive medical bills," says Ben Tobias. 

 

That's why GPD created a GoFundMe account to help Justin pay for this medical bills.   

 

"We understand that a surgery like this is not going to be cheap even with insurance and we also 

know that when Justin is away that the normal everyday task of life are piling up with bills and 

what not and the travel to get his family out there to be with him which is vitally important, we 

want everyone to be with him that he needs," Tobias tells GPD. 

 

They've also banded together and set up a Facebook page called "The Bravest Face" in honor of 

Justin and his love for the rock band Rush.   

 

The website will be updated when Justin goes in for surgery next week.    

http://www.gofundme.com/ma6y94


 

Justin's surgery is scheduled for March 2nd.   

3/2/15  6 & 11pm 

Downtown Renovation 

There are some big changes coming to downtown Gainesville this weekend.   
 
Starting Sunday a popular plaza will be fenced off and a year-long renovation project is set to begin.   
 
"It's somewhere where the community is really together a lot."  
 
Keera Cavis says Bo Diddly plaza is a place she's made a lot of friends and when its closes on Sunday for 
renovations, she says she's going to miss the people she's gotten close to.   
 
"The community comes together and helps out a lot here, there's a lot of events here that go on that i'm 
really gonna miss." 
 
The downtown Gainesville meeting place will close on March 1st, and won't reopen for about a year.   
 
That means the weekly Farmer's Market and concerts will be moved to a city-owned parking lot, just a 
couple of blocks away on the corner of southwest second street and southwest first avenue.   
 
While the rest of Bo Diddly Plaza will be closed starting on Sunday, a new vendor will be moving in 
here... at the site of the former Lunchbox, and that restaurant will be open late spring.  
 
That new food vendor will be the only part of the plaza that's open and fences will mark off the rest of 
the park.   
 
When renovations are complete there will be new restrooms, an information kiosk, new bus shelters 
and a second cafe space.   
 
"We're trying to make it friendly for all the new people especially with the innovation cup coming in, and 
making it more attractive to businesses coming in."  
 
Matt Marino is part of the team that will be working hard to transform the plaza and he say's this 
project has been in the works for about two years. 
 
"I guess it give a local tie-in of all these entities coming together here at this park, so people can have a 
community place to organize.  
 
Though many park-goers say they're excited to see change, it is leaving some residents wondering 
where to go next.   
 
"I feel if this goes away the homeless will have one less place to go."  



3/3/15  6 & 11pm 

Filing taxes 

There's a little over a month left to file your taxes.  

   But as millions of taxpayers file their tax returns --- some of them may be the next targets for 

tax fraud.     

   Thomas and Jennifer bender both live in Gainesville and last month when they went to file 

their tax return they realized they had been a victim of tax fraud.  

     Bender did her taxes on February 4th but received a notice that someone had already filed in 

her name.   

   "We were able to a couple days later when I had time off from work, make some phone calls to 

the IRS and what they let me know was that my taxes had been filed on the 24th of January 

already."  

   Someone had taken her social security information and other personal information and filed her 

tax return.  

   "They had correct salaries for myself and my husband that had been routed to a bank, a U.S. 

bank."     

   After bender called the federal trade commission and filed a report with the Alachua County 

Sheriff's Office.  

   The sheriff's office says it gets a lot of cases like these around tax season.  

   "From January the first until yesterday, we've taken 20 reports already from people that have 

had, that have tried to file their taxes and found out that someone has already filed using their 

social security number."  

   Authorities also say as it gets closer to the tax deadline, they expect the number of fraud cases 

to tipple.      

   The deadline to file your taxes is April 15th.  

   If you do suspect you may be a victim of identity theft you should contact the IRS and report it 

to local law enforcement immediately.  

 

showing it for what it is." That's what Jami Ber of the anti-abortion organization Created Equal 

said as the group made its way on to the University of Florida again. 



3/12/15 6 & 11pm 

Anti-abortion Organization on UF Campus 

"If Abortion is one of the most common medical practices that goes on today and there's nothing 

wrong with abortion, then why would people have a problem seeing it, we are simply showing it 

for what it is." That's what Jami Ber of the anti-abortion organization Created Equal said as the 

group made its way on to the University of Florida again.   

 

But instead of the usual picket signs, they added something that really grabbed students 

attention: a giant jumbo-tron that showed a real abortion taking place.   

 

Many students in the Plaza of the Americas say that the images displayed on the Jumbo-tron are 

way too graphic and disturbing as people are walking by. 

 

One student, Bryan Boggiano, shared expressed his concerns, "Especially with the quote on 

quote blood and everything like that, it's definitely going too far, especially you have people that 

are walking, some that don't even go to this school, some of them are touring, then you have here 

in the Plaza of the Americas, people are eating Krishna and you have over a thousand people 

eating every day and when you're seeing those pictures, people are not going to come." 

 

Kimmy Kemler set up a Facebook post to rally against the anti-abortion group after she found 

out about the video.    

 

"There are people here who just don't want the images, we have pro-life people on our side who 

are saying these images are not what we're about and these are not what we want on our 

campus," says Kemler. 

 

Created Equal says it helps paint a bigger picture about the topic of abortion.    

 

"People ask us why we have the Jumbo-tron, the reason we have the Jumbo-tron is because the 

pictures are worth a thousand words, but the Jumb-tron, the video is worth a million words," says 

Ber. 

While some students don't like the images displayed,  the University of Florida says the anti-

abortion organization has every right to be on campus.  

 

"The anti-abortion group went through the appropriate protocols to be here, what they're doing is 

disturbing but certainly they're protected by the first amendment, these are topics that certainly 

students are passionate about on both sides," says UF spokeswoman Janine Sikes. 

 

Organizers say they're doing a tour throughout the state and the University of Florida was their 

second stop on their rally to stop abortion.  

 



CRIME 

2/9/15  6 & 11pm 

Shooting in West Gainesville 

Alachua County Sheriff's Deputies are investigating a shooting in north west Gainesville, the 

victim, a federal prosecutor. 

 

The Alachua County Sheriff's Office says they received several 911 calls about a shooting in the 

Eagle Point subdivision in North West Gainesville shortly after 5 today.  

 

The first deputies that arrived here on scene found a male that had been shot, he was provided 

first aid. Investigators say the man shot is an Assistant US Attorney --- Frank Williams. He was 

shot in the arm, but authorities say his injuries appear to be non-life threatening.   

 

Investigators say there was a domestic dispute between Williams and his estranged wife. "The 

events that led up to the shooting and what occurred, I don't know yet, but we have sent the male 

on to the hospital where he's getting treatment and the female half is talking with detectives, so 

that's all we know at this time." 

Many neighbors declined to go on camera but one man told us the couple had a history of 

domestic fights and there were deputies in the area the night before. 

Detectives say the investigation is on-going. 

2/12/15 6 & 11pm 

Craigslist crime 

The last thing I bought off Craigslist was a book..."  

 

Andrew Mendez is just one of many University of Florida students who shops on craigslist to buy 

expensive items second hand.... At the lowest possible price.   

 

He says meeting up with sellers face to face hasn't worried him in the past - but he's always looking out 

for red flags.   

 

"When they ask me for too much info, when regards to my personal information and my personal 

background, it can get a little sketchy."  

 

Even though he's on the lookout for what could be a dangerous situation, andrew agrees - its important 

to stay on the safe side.   



 

"I go with someone else, because just in case, always have a friend to back you up, just in case."  

 

On Monday night, a 21-year-old college student from Daytona Beach was shot and killed after answering 

a Craigslist ad for an iPhone 6.   

 

Deputies say James Jones Junior was inside of his car in the driveway of the supposed sellers home 

when he was killed. Three suspects were arrested and charged with felony murder.   

 

The Alachua County Sheriffs Office recommends that when meeting a seller, you head to a public area 

that's busy and well-lit.  

 

"If you do meet a person to complete transaction, know where you're at - use a well lit public place... 

grocery stores, malls, shopping centers, our parking lot. We have people here 24/7 and our lot is 

covered by surveillance videos."  

 

ASO spokesperson Art Forgey says it's also a good idea to do a quick Google search on the seller - to see 

if there are any public records posted.   

 

But he says it comes down to personal responsibility and putting your safety first.   

 

"We can't be everywhere all the time, so you need to understand that its a risky business sometimes 

doing business on the internet." 

 

UF student Andrew Iglesias says when buying online it's important to look out for yourself - but also for 

each other.   

 

"My girlfriends let’s say she bought something off of Craigslist, or even the UF 2018 page something like 

that, I always make sure to accompany them, or any friends who would like me to accompany them". 

 

2/17/15 6 & 11pm 

Youth Counselor Attacks Juvenile 

The 26-year-old counselor told deputies here at the Marion County Sheriff's Office that he was just 

trying to get the teen to stop throwing wads of paper at him. Though - surveillance video shows 

evidence of a violent attack.  

 

The Marion County Sheriff's Office says Curtis Thornton, a youth counselor at the Marion Youth 

Academy in Ocala, attacked a juvenile with a handheld radio.   

 



When asked what happened, Thornton told deputies the teen repeatedly, "took rolled up paper and hit 

me with it, ignoring my verbal commands. At that time, i proceeded to stand and redirect the youth to 

the floor, securing him until additional staff arrived." 

 

"So he said that he restrained the juvenile or just made sure that he was restrained until help got 

there... well that's clearly not what's shown in the video," says an MCSO spokesperson. 

 

The Sheriff's Office says the video shows Thornton turn his back to the teen, and grab a handheld radio 

before turning back around, then hitting him in the head repeatedly and eventually knocking him off of 

his chair.   

 

Video then shows the counselor continuing to beat the juvenile while on the ground.   

 

The juvenile sustained several injuries to the head which had to be stapled up at the hospital 

 

The Superintendent of the Academy told deputies that Thornton somehow snapped before the alleged 

attack.   

 

The teen said in a statement to deputies he and the counselor were throwing paper back and forth in 

what he thought was playing around.   

 

He said Thornton told him to stop - and he threw another wad of paper when the he got up - grabbed 

the radio - and hit him.   

 

Thornton was arrested on aggravated child abuse charges.  

 

Thornton was released on Thursday on ten thousand dollars bond. 

 

3/2/15  6 & 11pm 

Magazine Scammers 

  Over the last few days --- Alachua County and the City of Gainesville have received numerous 

calls about magazine solicitors.     

   "We have seen some most recently in the SW part of our county as well as in the NW.  

  Authorities say these magazine scammers are usually from out of state and many of them have 

criminal records.  



   "They typically will bring in a very large conversion van, or a very large 12 passenger van drop 

off multiple  young adults who will go door to door throughout neighborhoods leave them there 

for a period of time and then they'll turn around and come get them." 

  Chris Connolly lives in a neighborhood that says no soliciting---but over the weekend he still 

had someone try to sell him something.  

   "Saturday this guy came by, knocked on my door and i answered it and he said he was selling 

children's books and magazines but he didn't really have any type of information or credentials."  

   A neighbor says she called police after she shut the door-- and the magazine seller looked 

through her window.     

   Over the weekend, g-p-d arrested 26 year old Barry White  on SW 2nd avenue after police saw 

him enter a home to sell them magazines.  

   "Authorities say that if you get any of these solicitors at your door, you should not open the 

door or give them any money and you should talk to them through the window if you can." 

  And most importantly -- you should call law enforcement immediately.  

   If you open the door -- they may even try to get in your home.   

   "Let us get out there and one find out what they're doing some of them actually do have 

warrants and again if they do we need to take them to jail and get them out of the 

neighborhood."      

   Punishment for solicitation is typically a second degree misdemeanor and can usually be 

followed by an arrest or a notice to appear in court.   

 

EDUCATION 

2/11/15 6 & 11PM 

Gilchrist County Fundraiser for Education 

Over the weekend Gilchrist County residents came out to raise scholarship money for high 

school seniors and grants for teachers.   

The Walk-a-thon is just one of many fund-raises in Gilchrist County that benefit education for 

their community's children.     

 

"All the monies that are generated from the community are all given back to the students, we've 

got a great community, we've been able to raise you know really hundreds of thousands of 

dollars over the years for the kids and I'm proud to say I've been a part of that." 



 

It doesn’t matter if it's a football game or a community walk a-thon. Last year --- the education 

foundation had nearly 54 scholarships that went to high school seniors.   

 

"This year we're still in the process of taking applications so we really don't know how many 

we're going to have at this point, we do not get them in until April -- but we're hoping you know 

we're going to have another great year, another successful year and give out a number of 

scholarships for BHS and THS.  

 

On Saturday, the 2015 Education Foundation of Gilchrist County was able to raise over 15-

thousand dollars for their high school seniors.   

  

 

Gilchrist County residents came down to support their local high schools on saturday.  

 

Gabby Liddell is a sophomore at Trenton high school.   

 

She came out dressed in colorful tutu's with her friends, teachers, classmates, and mascot to 

attend the walk-a-thon.   

 

"It's an honor to help raise money for our seniors and we have three seniors on the team already 

and we just want to do whatever we can to help our community and to help them." 

 

2/24/15 6 & 11pm 

School District refiguring 

Students at three East Gainesville Elementary schools will see some big changes this upcoming 

August.   

 

Over the past few years, Alachua County has been putting excess money into schools in East 

Gainesville that continue to underperform.   

 

"We've got schools on the East Side that we've been pouring a lot of resources into for the past 

few years and we just haven't seen the results."  

 

Some of these title one schools have received longer school days, an extended summer school 

program, as well as additional teachers and new technology - but are still continuing to struggle.   

 

Alachua County Schools spokesperson Jackie Johnson says the school district is now planning to 

reconfigure three East Gainesville Elementary Schools... And that will send many students to 



new schools this coming August.   

 

Current students here at Duval Elementary School that will be entering grades one through five 

next academic school year will now move to Rawlings Elementary School. "There are some 

renovations that are going to happen at both Duval and Rawlings to accommodate these 

changes."  

 

In addition, Duval Elementary will be solely an early childhood education center for pre-k, 

kindergarten, and head start students from Duval, Rawlings, Metcalfe, and the Fernside Family 

Services Center.  

 

"What research says is that children particularly from poverty need a very solid foundation if 

they're going to be successful in school. So the goal is to have a dedicated early childhood center 

in the heart of the community."  

 

Over the past five years, Duval and Rawlings have also seen declining enrollment - and each 

have less than 250 students.   

 

Johnson says on average, the district spends just shy of eight thousand dollars on each 

elementary school student - but students in these three schools are costing between nine and 

eleven thousand.   

 

"What we really want to do is breathe life into these new schools, bring in more students, 

equalize the enrollment at all of the schools, and we really think that's going to invigorate all 

three schools."  

 

The district confirmed that transportation will be provided to all students moving to a new school 

next year. 

3/13/15 6 & 11pm 

Support Staff Reduction 

The Alachua County Public School District has proposed a plan to eliminate some support staff positions 

in the county's 23 elementary schools.   

 

This comes less than one week after auditors recommended the district re-allocate some of its staff 

members, in order to become more efficient - as well as cut costs to help close the $2.6 million budget 

deficit.   

 

Superintendent Doctor Owen Roberts says he will do what it takes to keep the budget in balance - while 

still maintaining adequate staff, "There's gonna be some tough decisions that have to be made. It may 



not necessarily be a decision that some parents will find acceptable, but the reality is that I have to 

maintain a fiscally sound school system."  

 

One of those tough decisions includes a proposal to consolidate each elementary school's behavioral 

resource teacher and curriculum resource teacher positions, into one assistant principal position.   

 

"That will provide the principal with someone else who is also an administrator on campus, but also 

provide the opportunity for us to develop our leadership pool," Karen Clarke says. 

 

Clarke says these behavioral resource teachers and curriculum resource teachers don't actually teach in 

the the classroom - but instead they assist teachers and administrators with coordinating testing and 

disciplining students.   

 

Employees in those positions will not lose their jobs - but be placed in an administrative position, or 

become a classroom teacher.   

 

"Well obviously any time you make a change its going to have some impact at the school site - anytime 

you make a change - but unfortunately you do have to make changes," Clarke said. 

 

Clarke noted the district was trying to keep the staff changes as far away from the classroom as possible 

- but the consolidation of positions will be a tall order for principals to absorb. "We're all going to have 

to consolidate and buckle down, and possibly pick up some additional job responsibilities."  

 

By consolidating these positions - and making some other minor changes to staffing - the school district 

is projects to save about $1.9 million.   

 

The school board is expected to vote on this proposal during a March 17th meeting. 

 

HUNGER 

2/19/15 6 & 11pm 

 

2/19 "food is an issue here," says Nicholas Shaffer. He is both a client and a volunteer at Grace 

Marketplace in Gainesville.   

 

He says he started volunteering because he wanted to give back for the services he was receiving.   

 

Nicholas says though the amount of food available at Grace Marketplace is often an issue.   



 

"I mean we run entirely on donations so...But to our breakfasts we're lucky if we have a donut in the 

morning, or some out of date Little Debbies that were donated by a grocer," he says. 

 

Many of the residents at Grace Marketplace we spoke to say they're grateful for the donated food they 

receive from local grocery stores... But produce and fresh food is often hard to come by.   

 

"It's great to see the communities support, but at the same time we have to sit here and go... hey we 

need more. We're past capacity and it's something that we are struggling with because being able to 

take care of everybody all at once is getting to be a problem," says Shaffer. 

 

This morning, a group of officers from Gainesville Police worked to take a portion of the field that hasn't 

been touched in years, and turn it into a healthy garden.  

 

Soon this garden will be full of fresh vegetables, and officer Sheramick says, he hopes its a way to get 

the community to come together and work towards a common goal.  

 

"Now that we've come out here maybe we can bring people together where we can work towards a 

common goal of creating this garden and maintain the garden... if we can do that it's a plus for 

everybody... its a win-win situation," the officer told GTN. 

 

To keep the garden maintained, a volunteer coordinator will be at grace marketplace to check out tools 

and materials that were donated by local companies.   

 

"We've got everything we need to maintain this out here, and it all with the help of not just us, but with 

corporations that are in our community."  

 

Dozens of crops were planted this morning, and with some help from the community to sustain the 

garden, they will soon be ready to eat.   

 

"They can maybe use some of the fresh fruits and vegetable that are out here to subsidize the cafeteria 

here when they're feeding people."  

 

Shemerick says though Gainesville Police see a lot of disturbances at Grace Marketplace, he hopes the 

garden will make a difference. 

 

    

 

 



Attachment for Ilene Silverman Show 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #405 – Alachua County Wellness Walk 

Air Dates: 1/4/15, 1/11/14 

Guests: 

Roslyn Levy – President, Alachua County Medical Alliance 

Norman Levy – Immediate Past President, Alachua County Medical Society 

Synopsis: This show featured the Alachua County Medical Alliance’s Wellness 

Walk.  This a weekly walk scheduled to take place every Saturday morning at the 

SFC track.  Guests were board members from the Alliance and discussed the 

importance of healthy exercise.  The walk is free of charge and all age groups may 

participate.   

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #404 – University Galleries 

Air Dates: 1/18/15 

Guests: 

Roy Hunt - Curator, Roy Craven Legacy Exhibition - Second President, Gallery 

Guild 

Synopsis: This show featured the University Galleries.  The show featured guests 

discussing the history of University Galleries and highlighted their upcoming 40th 

anniversary.  Guests provided information on the event features and how guests 

can attend the anniversary events.  Guests also provided the public awareness to 

the various exhibits the organization hosts. 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #402 – Lucky Dog 

Air Dates: 1/25/14 

Guests: 

Dr. Sarah Boston- Associate Professor of Surgical Oncology -College of Veterinary 



Medicine, University of Florida 

Synopsis: This show featured Dr. Sarah Boston, veterinary oncologist at the 

University of Florida.  Sarah is the author of a book titled Lucky Dog.  Lucky dog is 

about how she was diagnosed with cancer.  She compared her treatment to the 

treatment a dog would received when diagnosed with cancer.  She also explained 

her story and hardships while being treated.  Her dog Rumble was present on the 

show in order to raise awareness about cancer research 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #406 – Friends of the Elementary Arts 

Air Dates: 2/1/15,  

Guests: 

Cheryl Poe – President, Friends of the Elementary Arts, Inc 

Roz Miller – GFAA PR Chair, Gainesville Fine Arts Association 

Dustin Adams – Curriculum Specialist for Fine Arts – Alachua County Public 

Schools 

Synopsis: This show featured the “Friends of Elementary Arts”.  This group is 

dedicated to contributing to art and music programs in Alachua County Public 

schools.  Guests discussed the struggle current arts programs face with budget 

cuts.  The show highlighted an upcoming event called “Musical Chairs.”  The event 

asks local artists paint wooden chairs.  The chairs are then auctioned off with the 

proceeds going to art programs throughout Alachua County.  

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #407 – Junior League Tour of Kitchens 

Air Dates: 1/8/15, 2/15/15, 2/22/15 

Guests: 

Synopsis: This show highlighted the upcoming annual “Tour of Kitchens” hosted 

the Gainesville Junior League.  Guest were members from the Junior League.  The 

event allows participants to visit local homes and taste a variety of foods at each 

home prepared by chefs.  The event is the title fundraiser for Junior League and is 



the league’s largest fundraiser.  Funds from the events go towards community 

outreach programs such as providing presents to less fortunate children during 

the holidays. 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #408 – Sewathon 2015 

Air Dates: 3/1/15, 3/8/15, 3/15/15 

Guests: 

Radha Selvester – Troop Leader, Girl Scout Troop 733 – Girls Scouts of Gateway 

Council 

Joni Perkins – President, Girl Scout Troop 733 – Girl Scouts of Gateway Council 

Synopsis: This show featured troop 733 based out of Alachua Florida.  Guests 

discussed a current project in which they donate hygiene kits to send to girls in 

Kenya.  Troop members discovered girls in Kenya were unable to attend school 

during their monthly cycle due to lack of feminine hygiene products.  Troop 733 

creates hygiene kits that are assembled by troop members and sends them free 

of charge to Kenya.  Guests highlighted an upcoming event in which 30-40 people 

gather on a weekend and create as many kits as possible to send to Kenya. 

 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #403 – PFLAG Gainesville 

Air Dates: 3/22/15, 3/29/15 

Guests:  

Sue Littell-Founding Board Member-PFLAG Gainesville 

Russel Roy-President / Board Member-PFLAG Gainesville 

Synopsis: 

This show featured an organization titled PFLAG.  PFLAG is dedicated to providing 

rights and awareness to gay people across the city.  The organization offers 

counseling to individuals attempting to discover themselves.  The show also 



discussed stereotypes and hardships gay individuals may face in society.  Guests 

offered information on a local support group open to anyone free of charge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


