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ISSUES AND PROGRAMS LIST 

KPBS TV 

Period from 1/1/18-3/31/18 

During the period KPBS-TV has served the public interest by broadcasting diverse content which cover, address, 

and create dialogue around national, statewide, and regional issues.  The following is a list of some of the acquired 

programming aired. 

This report is not all-inclusive of all KPBS' programming. It is a fair representation of the topics covered. 

 

AGING 

Age Reversed with Miranda Esmonde-White 

3/4/18 at 11 p.m. 

58:46 

AGING BACKWARDS WITH MIRANDA ESMONDE-WHITE provides valuable insights on combating the 
physical signs and consequences of aging. Scientific, yet entertaining and accessible, the three-part 
special shares practical information on slowing down and potentially reversing the aging process 
through exercise and other lifestyle choices. Charismatic Classical Stretch host Miranda Esmonde-White, 
a former National Ballet of Canada dancer, motivates viewers to stretch and strengthen their way to 
feeling and looking younger. Interviews with doctors and physiotherapists, testimonials from Classical 
Stretch enthusiasts ranging in age from 22 to 90, and clear explanations from Esmonde-White illustrate 
the damage caused by a sedentary lifestyle and the benefits of exercise at every stage of life. 

 

Secret Life of Growing Up: Golden Years 

1/11/18 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

50:23 

We're all living longer - at least one baby born this year will likely reach 150 - so what we think of as 'old' 
is changing, and while we're often told that we can be as young as we feel, science is now proving this 
has never been truer. We'll reveal the extraordinary secrets of aging so that you never see 'growing old' 
in the same way again. 

 

AGRICULTURE 

A Growing Passion 



1/4/18 at 8:30 p.m. 

26:46 

More and more San Diegan's strive to make socially, environmentally and economically responsible 
choices. From earth-friendly and water wise gardens to organic foods and habitat restoration, we 
demand options that protect our health, feed our communities, and protect our natural resources. A 
Growing Passion is an Emmy-winning lifestyle program that explores San Diego County's agriculture and 
horticulture activities as an expression of this growing earth-friendly movement. From backyard food 
production to major horticultural growers, from low water landscapes to sustainable practices around 
the home and in the garden, we tell stories about the natural and manmade landscapes that shape the 
social, cultural, environmental and economic interests of our community. We celebrate how San Diego 
grows. 

 

Independent Lens: Seeds: The Untold Story 

3/5/18 at 10 p.m. 

56:46 

Follow passionate seed keepers around the world who are determined to protect humanity's 12,000-
year-old food legacy. In the last century, 94 percent of seed varieties have disappeared. 

 

ALCOHOL-DRUG ABUSE-ADDICTION 

Painful Truth 

1/17/18 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

What happens when lives are dramatically torn apart by chronic pain? The Painful Truth takes us behind 
the headlines of addiction and beyond the controversies of the war on opioids - and provides an 
intimate view of patients' frustrations, setbacks, and goals as they deal with chronic pain. We hear 
patients tell us their stories...and we understand the social barriers and prejudices they face every day. 
Note to Programmers: The Painful Truth deals with a complex issue at a time when much public 
attention is focused on our nation's opioid epidemic. This film offers important context on the subject 
and brings forward the voices of individuals that suffer terribly from chronic pain as well as the stigma of 
using medication to make their lives tolerable. Additionally, this film tells the story of doctors that are 
persecuted for simply trying to help their patients in the most professional and responsible way they 
can. Dr. Lynn Webster, the film's co-producer, has not been immune to these types of accusations. NETA 
and Montana PBS have carefully reviewed The Painful Truth, and the credentials of Dr. Webster. We 
have found Dr. Webster to be one of the country's experts on pain treatment, a past president of the 
American Academy of Pain Medicine, and an advocate for the safe prescription of opioids. Dr. Webster 
does not appear in the film. We feel that the voices of both patients and doctors who daily cope with 
chronic pain need to be heard and that The Painful Truth provides that opportunity. 



 

Soldier On: Life After Deployment 

3/10/18 at 1 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

56:46 

In SOLDIER ON: LIFE AFTER DEPLOYMENT three women - Natasha Young, Amanda Tejada and Lyndsey 
Lyons - confront the challenges of readjusting to civilian life after their post-9/11 military service. Once 
back in the United States, the women cope with the disintegration of their relationships, alcohol and 
substance abuse, depression, health problems, military sexual trauma, post-traumatic stress disorder, 
and employment difficulties. 

 

AMERICAN HISTORY-BIOGRAPHY 

American Umpire 

2/27/18 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

AMERICAN UMPIRE, a thought-provoking documentary about U.S. foreign policy, chronicles how the 
United States became the world's policeman and questions how long the U.S. must continue to play this 
role. Narrated by Jim Lehrer, formerly of The MacNeil/Lehrer News Hour, and written by award-winning 
historian Elizabeth Cobbs, the film explores the history of American military intervention and the future 
of America's military commitment abroad. After detailing the principles that guided U.S. foreign policy 
for 150 years and the sea change that followed WWII, the latter half of the one-hour documentary 
examines America's contemporary role on the international stage. The film concludes by asking whether 
it's time to rethink our current policies, scale down military spending, and bring our allies back into the 
game as fellow umpires. AMERICAN UMPIRE combines archival footage with candid interviews from 
former secretaries of state George Shultz, Madeleine Albright and Condoleeza Rice; General Jim Mattis 
and Lt. General Karl Eikenberry, former U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan; Nobel Prize winner Michael 
Spence; Pulitzer Prize winner David Kennedy; and eight scholars from around the world. 

 

Influenza 1918: American Experience 

1/9/18 at 8 p.m. 

53:41 

Examine the social ramifications of the 1918 flu epidemic that killed 675,000--more than those killed in 
all the major wars of the 20th century--and how it affected those who lived through it. 

 

ARTS 



Great Performances: Tony Bennet and Lady Gaga: Cheek to Cheek Live! 

1/5/18 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

56:46 

Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga team up for a special concert from the stage of Jazz at Lincoln Center's 
Rose Theater in New York City, performing selections from their collaborative classic jazz recording, 
Cheek to Cheek. 

 

Independent Lens: Through a Lens Darkly 

1/18/18 at 9:30 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:26:46 

This is the story of the pioneering African-American photographers - men and women, celebrated and 
anonymous - who have recorded the lives and aspirations of generations, from slavery to the present. 
By Thomas Allen Harris. 

 

BUSINESS-INDUSTRY 

America ReFramed: Dog Days 

1/6/18 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:26:46 

After losing his job in 2009, Coite Manuel sets off to build his dream business with the help of two 
unlikely women: Deane, his harp-playing aunt, and Siyone, an East African hotdog vendor and single 
mother of four. Staking his meager life savings on a vision to revive Washington, D.C.'s dwindling hotdog 
vending community, Coite faces bewildering challenges, from hostile city regulations to an entrenched 
local monopoly to the sudden popularity of food trucks. Even though success doesn't come easily, the 
characters fight to maintain hope in the face of adversity. Filmed over the course of four years, Dog Days 
follows its colorful characters as they navigate the contentious underworld of street food in the nation's 
capital. A captivating portrait of American entrepreneurship, Dog Days explores themes of immigration, 
vocation and the power of perseverance.  

 

CHILD ABUSE 

PBS NewsHour 

1/23/18 at 7 p.m. 

05:59 



Pope Francis came under fire during a trip to Chile for defending a bishop accused of directly witnessing 
and covering up sexual abuse by another church figure, dating back to the 1980s. While the pope 
apologized for his wording, he stands by the bishop. Lisa Desjardins talks with Anne Barrett Doyle of 
BishopAccountability.org about what the pontiff’s words mean to victims and other Catholics. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

1/24/18 at 7 p.m. 

12:04 

A Michigan courtroom erupted in clapping as former sports doctor Larry Nassar was sentenced to as 
many as 175 years in prison for sexually assaulting scores of women and girls, including three Olympic 
gold medal gymnasts, under the guise of medical treatment. Judy Woodruff talks with Robert Andrews 
of the Institute of Sports Performance about how the abuse continued for so long. 

 

COMMUNITY POLITICS 

American Creed 

2/27/18 at 9 p.m. 

56:46 

Condoleezza Rice and David M. Kennedy cross party lines to ask what ideals we share. Stories of unlikely 
activists including baseball's Joe Maddon, author Junot Diaz and Marine Tegan Griffith show 
communities striving to come together across divides. 

 

Makers: Women in Business 

3/31/18 at 5 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

55:37 

Hear about the exceptional women - past and present - who have taken the world of business by storm. 
Told by female business leaders themselves, this is a candid exploration of what it takes to make it and a 
celebration of the extraordinary individuals who, over the course of 50 years, have proven - on Wall 
Street, in corporate America or business empires of their own - that a woman's place is wherever she 
believes it to be. Some of the featured business leaders include Ursula Burns, the CEO of Xerox and the 
first African-American woman to head a Fortune 500 company; Sallie Krawcheck, Wall Street 
powerhouse and current owner of the global networking platform for women, 85 Broads; Cathy Hughes, 
radio and television personality and the first African-American woman to head a publicly traded 
corporation; lifestyle mogul and business magnate Martha Stewart; and Sheryl Sandberg, COO of 
Facebook, whose provocative book, Lean In, ignited a national conversation about women, feminism 
and equality in the workplace. 



 

CONSUMERISM 

Powder & Glory 

3/17/18 at 11 a.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:26:46 

"The Powder & the Glory" tells a story of women's entrepreneurship through the lens of the creation 
and development of the rival business empires of Elizabeth Arden and Helena Rubinstein. When they 
first opened their shops 100 years ago, cosmetics were worn primarily by prostitutes and performers, 
and businesses were run mostly by men. These two indomitable immigrants changed all that and 
transformed the way we look at ourselves. Starting from nothing in one of the few fields open to them, 
these creative women pioneered what is today the $150 billion global health and beauty industry. At the 
same time, they were feisty rivals. Although they lived and worked only blocks apart in New York for 
over 50 years, by design they never met. Whenever one launched a successful product, the other sought 
to outdo her rival with a bigger success, and as soon as possible. Their competing companies defined the 
business of beauty, making cosmetics both newly respectable and, finally, indispensable. Along the way 
they developed many advertising and marketing techniques that became part of the business landscape, 
and they themselves became household names and cultural icons. Their influence extended beyond the 
realm of cleansing creams and face powders to encompass trends in art, architecture and popular 
culture. 

 

Understanding the Opioid Epidemic 

1/17/18 at 10 p.m. 

56:16 

Understanding the Opioid Epidemic will combine stories of people and communities impacted by this 
epidemic along with information from experts and those at the frontlines of dealing with the epidemic. 
The program will trace the history of how the nation got into this situation and provide possible 
solutions and directions for dealing with the crisis. 

 

CRIME-LEGAL ISSUES-LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Bombing of Wall Street: American Experience 

2/13/18 at 9 p.m. 

55:36 

Explore the story behind the mostly-forgotten 1920 bombing in the nation's financial center, which left 
38 dead - a crime that launched the career of J. Edgar Hoover yet remains unsolved today. 

 



FRONTLINE: Rape on the Night Shift 

1/16/18 at 10 p.m. 

56:16 

Investigate the abuse of immigrant women working in the janitorial industry. The film examines 
allegations of abuse across the janitorial industry and how companies fall short in dealing with the 
problem. 

 

CULTURE 

Africa’s Great Civilizations 

1/25/18 at 8 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

56:06 

Beginning with Africa's ancient history as the cradle of mankind, this documentary series with Henry 
Louis Gates, Jr. brings to life the epic stories of both little-known and celebrated African kingdoms and 
cultures. 

 

Independent Lens: Tell Them We Are Rising 

2/19/18 at 9 p.m. 

1:26:46 

Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Black Colleges and Universities is a documentary and interactive 
project that explores the pivotal role historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) have played in 
American history, culture, and national identity. Today, over half of all African American professionals 
are graduates of HBCUs. More than 50% of the nation's African American public school teachers and 
70% of African American dentists earned degrees at HBCUs. The film brings to a broad national audience 
for the first time the story of HBCUs and the power of higher education to transform lives and advance 
civil rights and equality in the face of intolerance and injustice. 

 

DISABLED 

1964: The Fight for a Right 

2/21/18 at 1 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

56:46 

By the mid twentieth century, Mississippi's African Americans had suffered from nearly 75 years of 
slavery by another name - Jim Crow discrimination. In 1964 in Mississippi, people died in an effort to 
force the state to allow African Americans to exercise their constitutional right to vote. Although, the 



50th anniversary of Freedom Summer has passed, the struggle for voting rights is still pertinent. 
According to the NAACP, states have recently passed the most laws limiting voter participation since Jim 
Crow. Moreover, these laws also disenfranchise other people of color, the elderly, poor, and disabled. 
With the 2015 anniversary of the Voting Rights Act as well as the upcoming presidential primaries and 
general election, voting rights will remain at the forefront of a national debate. With historical footage 
and interview with Freedom Summer architects and volunteers, as well as present day activists, 1964: 
THE FIGHT FOR A RIGHT uses Mississippi to explain American voting issues in the last 150 years. For 
instance, why are red states red? 

 

Independent Lens: Unrest 

1/8/18 at 11 p.m. 

1:26:46 

Follow filmmaker Jennifer Brea's struggle with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and meet others coping with 
this often-devastating and little-understood condition in this intimate documentary. 

 

ECONOMY 

American Forum: Who is Hoarding the American Dream? 

1/27/18 at 3 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

26:46 

Pulitzer Prize winning author, journalist and filmmaker Douglas Blackmon interviews national leaders, 
newsmakers, eminent scholars and top reporters, from the nation's preeminent institution for study of 
the American presidency. Broadcast in high definition, from the University of Virginia's Miller Center, 
American Forum is available to all public television stations through NETA. On this episode, Richard 
Reeves discussed who is being left behind by the U.S. economy and why anyone should care. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

1/18/18 at 7 p.m. 

09:59 

Unemployment is down, the GDP is growing at over 3 percent, the stock market hits record highs nearly 
every day and President Trump says it’s a function of his policies. Does he deserve the credit? Economics 
correspondent Paul Solman reports. 

 

EDUCATION 

Independent Lens: Tell Them We Are Rising 



2/19/18 at 9 p.m. 

1:26:46 

Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Black Colleges and Universities is a documentary and interactive 
project that explores the pivotal role historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) have played in 
American history, culture, and national identity. Today, over half of all African American professionals 
are graduates of HBCUs. More than 50% of the nation's African American public school teachers and 
70% of African American dentists earned degrees at HBCUs. The film brings to a broad national audience 
for the first time the story of HBCUs and the power of higher education to transform lives and advance 
civil rights and equality in the face of intolerance and injustice. 

 

POV: All the Difference 

1/20/18 at 12 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:26:46 

Accompany two African-American teens from the South Side of Chicago on their journey to achieve their 
dream of graduating from college. Follow the young men through five years of hard work, sacrifice, 
setbacks and uncertainty. 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

Independent Lens: Dogtown Redemption 

1/6/18 at 12 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

56:46 

Meet street recyclers who fight to survive in one of the poorest neighborhoods of Oakland, California. 
Their poignant personal stories raise questions about race, class and the rights of the poor. 

 

POV: The Overnighters 

1/14/18 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:56:46 

In a North Dakota town where the oil business is booming, busloads of newcomers find slim work 
prospects and a severe housing shortage. Pastor Jay Reinke converts his church into a makeshift dorm, 
allowing hundreds of job-seekers, some with checkered pasts, to stay despite the congregation's 
objections and neighbors' fears. When opposition to the "overnighters" reaches a boiling point, Pastor 
Jay makes a decision with shattering consequences.  

 



ENERGY 

NOVA: Invisible Universe Revealed 

1/3/18 at 9 p.m. 

56:11 

Twenty-five years ago, NASA launched one of the most ambitious experiments in the history of 
astronomy: the Hubble Space Telescope. In honor of Hubble's landmark anniversary, NOVA tells the 
remarkable story of the telescope that forever changed our understanding of the cosmos and our place 
in it. From its inception through its early days, when a one-millimeter engineering blunder turned the 
telescope into an object of ridicule, to the five heroic astronaut missions that returned Hubble to the 
cutting edge of science, NOVA hears from the scientists and engineers on the front line who tell the 
amazing Hubble story as never before. This single telescope has helped astronomers pinpoint the age of 
the universe, revealed the birthplace of stars and planets, advanced our understanding of dark energy 
and cosmic expansion, and uncovered black holes lurking at the heart of galaxies. For more than a 
generation, Hubble's stunning images have brought the beauty of the heavens to millions, revealing a 
cosmos richer and more wondrous than we ever imagined. Join NOVA for the story of this magnificent 
machine and its astonishing discoveries. 

 

Super Skyscrapers 

2/21/18 at 11 p.m. 

55:31 

This series follows the building of four extraordinary skyscrapers showing how they will revolutionize 
where we live, work, how we protect ourselves from earthquakes and terrorist attacks -- and even 
control the amount of energy we use. As well as following the engineering and construction challenges, 
this series uses state-of-the-art graphics to bring out the full drama of the build. We will meet the 
architects and other characters involved in each colossus. How will these new skyscrapers tackle a set of 
tough questions? How do you protect a skyscraper against a terrorist attack?How do you make a super-
tall environmentally friendly building? What is involved in building a mega-fast, 600m elevator? How do 
you construct absolute luxury? How do you clean the windows on the 100th floor? 

 

ENVIRONMENT-NATURE-GEOGRAPHY 

Animals with Camera, A Nature Miniseries 

1/31/18 at 8 p.m. 

55:46 

Get a front row seat for an extraordinary experience. Wildlife cameraman Gordon Buchanan and a team 
of pioneering animal behaviorists join forces to explore stories of animal lives "told" by the animals 
themselves. A NATURE miniseries Animals with Cameras showcases a side of the animal kingdom where 
human cameramen can't go, when animals become the cinematographers. Using the specially-designed 



cameras, sprint across the savanna with a cheetah, plunge into the ocean with a seal, and swing through 
the trees with a chimpanzee. We will be privy to their secret lives like never before and uncover some 
truly unprecedented behavior through their eyes. Each episode features three different species. 

 

Nature: Yosemite 

1/10/18 at 8 p.m. 

56:16 

Yosemite Valley is a land forged in wildfire and sculpted by water, the delicate balance of these two 
elements are essential to the creatures and trees that call this land their home. But with climates 
changing and temperatures rising, the Sierras are under siege. Water is scarcer and the threat of fire is 
more common. Join scientists, experts, and adventurers as they trudge through mountains of snow, 
climb trees as tall as buildings, and soar high in the air to spy just how these global changes are affecting 
one of America's greatest wildernesses. 

 

FAMILY-MARRIAGE 

Fahema 

2/22/18 at 9 p.m. 

28:00 

A child born in conflict, Fahema fled Ethiopia with her family at the age of five during the Civil War. 
Raised in a restrictive traditional community, in Sudan. Fahema's whole life was planned out for her by 
her mother: where she would live, what she would do, and most importantly whom she would marry. 
This is the story of a 'caged spirit' using dance to create a bridge between three very different cultures, 
creating a new place for herself in the world. 

 

Princes of the Palace 

2/25/18 at 10:30 p.m. 

1:28:23 

The insightful documentary PRINCES OF THE PALACE chronicles the lives of three generations of British 
royal princes, from 95-year-old family patriarch Prince Philip to his great-grandson Prince George, the 
young heir to the throne. Featuring archival film and newsreels as well as exclusive interviews with royal 
biographers, commentators, and a variety of other experts, the program reveals the numerous ways 
that the princes have served Queen Elizabeth II over the course of her historic 64-year reign. 

 

HEALTH-HEALTHCARE 



Independent Lens: Unrest 

1/8/18 at 11 p.m. 

1:26:46 

Follow filmmaker Jennifer Brea's struggle with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and meet others coping with 
this often-devastating and little-understood condition in this intimate documentary. 

 

Understanding the Opioid Epidemic 

1/17/18 at 10 p.m. 

56:16 

Understanding the Opioid Epidemic will combine stories of people and communities impacted by this 
epidemic along with information from experts and those at the frontlines of dealing with the epidemic. 
The program will trace the history of how the nation got into this situation and provide possible 
solutions and directions for dealing with the crisis. 

 

HOMOSEXUALITY 

Independent Lens: The Untold Tales of Armistead Maupin 

1/1/18 at 10:30 p.m. 

1:26:46 

Meet the frank and funny creator of the groundbreaking Tales of the City and follow his evolution from a 
conservative son of the Old South to a gay rights pioneer whose work has inspired millions. With Laura 
Linney, Olympia Dukakis and Ian McKellen. 

 

We’ll Meet Again: Coming Out 

2/27/18 at 8 p.m. 

56:46 

Join Ann Curry as those whose lives were changed by the early days of the gay rights movement reunite. 
Tom wants to find the childhood friend who urged him to come out, while Paul seeks a fellow student 
who inspired him to stand up for his beliefs. 

 

HOUSING-SHELTER 

City Rising 



1/16/18 at 11 p.m. 

56:38 

City Rising illuminates the history of discriminatory laws and practices at the root of the gentrification 
and affordable housing crisis in the United States, revealing how gentrification is traditionally molded 
and dictated by those in power. Through the stories of California's rapidly developing urban centers, City 
Rising features a growing movement of advocacy as communities fight gentrification and seek 
responsible development across the state. People of color who cherish their neighborhood's culture and 
sense of community mobilize against unsustainable rents and other forces that are pushing neighbors 
into homelessness. 

 

Salinas Project 

1/30/18 at 11 a.m. on KPBSDT2 

57:01 

One hour south of the wealthy Silicon Valley, and 20 minutes east of the affluent Carmel area, sits the 
city of Salinas. The city is located at the head of a fertile valley - an area brought into public 
consciousness through the stories of John Steinbeck. On the east side of Salinas, in the predominantly 
Latino neighborhood known as Alisal, poverty, deplorable housing conditions and gang violence are a 
part of daily life. THE SALINAS PROJECT profiles several children of migrant farm workers living in Alisal. 
Without resources, and sometimes undocumented, their future looks uncertain yet they cling to the 
hope of a better life. The film goes beyond the mainstream media representations to shine a light on the 
problems in East Salinas and highlight the successes of this often marginalized community. In the face of 
adversity, the young people of Salinas strive to improve their social and economic realities by educating 
themselves and changing their lives, one generation at a time. 

 

IMMIGRATION-REFUGEES 

Beyond Borders: Undocumented Mexican Americans 

2/13/18 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

BEYOND BORDERS: Undocumented Mexican-Americans examines US policy decisions that triggered the 
rise of undocumented immigration in a deeply moving documentary program that explores the under-
reported lives of Mexicans living and raising families in the United States. The film carefully explains the 
history of the relationship between the two countries - Mexico and America - some of which may be 
unfamiliar to viewers. In telling the stories of several undocumented Mexican-Americans, BEYOND 
BORDERS reveals the reasons why millions of Mexican workers have settled in the US over the past four 
decades instead of returning home. It also illuminates the remarkable networks that connect the film's 
characters with the families they left behind, and the very real human impact of the anti-immigration 
backlash now sweeping the country. 



 

FRONTLINE: Exodus: The Journey Continues 

1/23/18 at 9 p.m. 

1:56:16 

The intimate stories of refugees and migrants, caught in Europe's tightened borders. Amid the ongoing 
migration crisis, the film follows personal journeys over two years, as countries become less welcoming 
to those seeking refuge. 

 

MEDIA 

Makers: Women in Hollywood 

3/15/18 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

55:37 

Follow the women of showbiz, from the earliest pioneers to present-day power players, as they 
influence the creation of one of the country's biggest commodities: entertainment. Hear from actress-
producer-activist Jane Fonda, who at 75 is playing a sharp, sexy and powerful media mogul on the 
award-winning series "The Newsroom"; television powerhouse Shonda Rhimes, who created "Grey's 
Anatomy" and "Scandal"; screenwriter Linda Woolverton, who re-imagined the traditional Disney 
princess by making Belle (Beauty and the Beast) a self-possessed, strong-willed young woman; writer-
director-actress Lena Dunham, who mines comedy and drama gold by exploring what it's really like to be 
a young woman today; six-time Academy Award nominee Glenn Close; director Nancy Meyers; and 
actress Zoe Saldana. 

 

POV: Presenting Princess Shaw 

2/11/18 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:26:46 

View the extraordinary true story of Princess Shaw, an aspiring musician down on her luck, who inspired 
internationally famous YouTube artist Kutiman to create a magical collaboration that would bring her 
music to a whole new audience. 

 

MILITARY-VETERANS 

Soldier On: Life After Deployment 

3/10/18 at 1 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

56:46 



In SOLDIER ON: LIFE AFTER DEPLOYMENT three women - Natasha Young, Amanda Tejada and Lyndsey 
Lyons - confront the challenges of readjusting to civilian life after their post-9/11 military service. Once 
back in the United States, the women cope with the disintegration of their relationships, alcohol and 
substance abuse, depression, health problems, military sexual trauma, post-traumatic stress disorder, 
and employment difficulties. 

 

WWII Mega Weapons 

3/28/18 at 11 p.m. 

54:40 

Learn why Imperial Japan built a network of defensive lines, bunkers and fortifications across the island 
of Okinawa-turning it into a deadly killing machine-and consider its grisly legacy. 

 

MINORITIES-CIVIL RIGHTS 

Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution – Independent Lens 

2/18/18 at 10 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:56:46 

Revisit the turbulent 1960s, when a new revolutionary culture emerged with the Black Panther Party at 
the vanguard. Stanley Nelson tells the vibrant story of a pivotal movement that feels timely all over 
again. 

 

Independent Lens: The Force 

1/22/18 at 10:30 p.m. 

1:26:46 

Go deep inside the long-troubled Oakland Police Department as it struggles to confront federal demands 
for reform, a popular uprising following events in Ferguson, Missouri, and an explosive scandal. 

 

NATIONAL POLITICS-GOVERNMENT 

Roosevelts: An Intimate History 

1/3/18 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:55:11 



The lives of the three great Roosevelts -- Teddy, Franklin and Eleanor -- are captured in this series. Ken 
Burns and producer, Paul Barnes describe the lives and times of these three American icons who 
influenced 20th century American history more than perhaps any other family. Through wars, 
revolutions, depressions, movements, the three led the country through what was called America's 
century. At times they had little in common but for one thing they always had in common . . . their 
ability, desire and conviction to lead. 

 

Willie Velasquez: Your Vote is Your Voice 

3/28/16 at 12 a.m. on KPBSDT2 

56:45 

Meet the charismatic pioneering activist whose rallying cry of "su voto es su voz" (your vote is your 
voice) started a grassroots movement that transformed the nation's political landscape and paved the 
way for the growing power of the Latino vote. 

 

NUCLEAR ISSUES-WMD 

Command and Control: American Experience 

1/31/18 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:56:16 

Discover the terrifying truth behind one of America's most dangerous nuclear accidents-the deadly 1980 
incident at an Arkansas Titan II missile complex-in this chilling, minute-by-minute account of the long-
hidden story. 

 

FRONTLINE: North Korea’s Deadly Dictator 

1/30/18 at 10 p.m. 

56:16 

Who killed Kim Jong-un's half brother and what it reveals about the leader and his regime. Amid nuclear 
tensions, the film examines claims the North Korean leader ordered the assassination, and sheds light 
on his intentions and capabilities. 

 

POVERTY-HUNGER 

Gilded Age: American Experience 

2/6/18 at 9 p.m. 



1:55:48 

Meet the titans and barons of the glittering late 19th century, whose materialistic extravagance 
contrasted harshly with the poverty of the struggling workers who challenged them. The vast disparities 
between them sparked debates still raging today. 

 

Independent Lens: Rat Film 

2/26/18 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

Trace the history of Baltimore through this provocative film that uses the rat – as well as the humans 
who love them, live with them and kill them – to chronicle the systemized oppression in impoverished 
communities far beyond the city's borders. 

 

RECREATION-LEISURE-SPORTS 

Boys of ’36: American Experience 

3/20/18 at 8 p.m. 

54:46 

Explore the thrilling story of the American rowing team that triumphed at the 1936 Olympics in Nazi 
Germany. Inspired by #1 best-seller The Boys in the Boat, the film follows the underdog team that took 
the nation by storm when they captured gold. 

 

Jackie Robinson 

3/19/18 at 9 p.m. 

1:56:46 

Examine the life and times of Jack Roosevelt Robinson, who in 1947 lifted a nation and an entire race on 
his shoulders when he crossed baseball's color line. Ken Burns reveals fascinating stories about the 
legend's life on and off the field. 

 

RELIGION-ETHICS 

FRONTLINE: Bitter Rivals: Iran and Saudi Arabia 

2/20/18 at 9 p.m. 

1:56:46 



Examine the dangerous rivalry between that has plunged the Middle East into sectarian war. From 
revolution in Iran, reaction Saudi Arabia and wars in Afghanistan, Lebanon and Iraq, see how religion 
and power politics drive perpetual conflict. 

 

Last Days of Jesus 

3/13/18 at 9 p.m. 

1:54:32 

The final week of Jesus's life -- known as Holy Week -- stands at the very center of Christianity. The Bible 
paints a picture of Jesus as a local preacher who ran up against the Roman rulers in Jerusalem and paid 
for it with his life. But new evidence offers a very different image of Jesus, as an astute leader with ties 
to the most powerful people in Rome. 

 

SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY 

NOVA: First Face of America 

2/11/18 at 9 p.m. 

55:26 

Take a risky dive into an underwater cave in Mexico to uncover the 13,000 year-old skeleton of a 
prehistoric teenager. Follow forensic clues that reveal intimate details of her life and death, and how her 
people first ventured into North America. 

 

Secrets of Tuxedo Park: American Experience 

1/16/18 at 9 p.m. 

55:57 

Explore the life of the unknown Wall Street tycoon, Alfred Lee Loomis, who led a double life as a 
scientist and whose secret lab in upstate New York helped develop the radar technology that would 
alter the course of history in World War II. 

 

SEXUALITY 

POV: From This Day Forward 

1/1/18 at 5 a.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:26:46 



Meet an American family coping with one of life's most intimate transformations. Sharon Shattuck's 
father came out as transgender, living as Trisha. Her mother stayed with him. Now Sharon wants to 
understand how the family survived intact. 

 

We’ll Meet Again: Coming Out 

2/27/18 at 8 p.m. 

56:46 

Join Ann Curry as those whose lives were changed by the early days of the gay rights movement reunite. 
Tom wants to find the childhood friend who urged him to come out, while Paul seeks a fellow student 
who inspired him to stand up for his beliefs. 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

Closing the Gap: 50 Years Seeking Equal Pay 

1/7/18 at 4 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

56:46 

Half a century after President Kennedy signed the Equal Pay Act, women in both high-paying, high-
growth STEM careers and those in part-time, low-wage jobs still only make, on average, 77 cents for 
every dollar earned by men. In that time span, the current wage gap improved at a rate of less than half 
a cent per year; if it continues at that pace, the wage gap will not close completely until 2053. Month to 
month, women - primary or co-breadwinners in six out of every 10 American families - face greater 
financial burdens in meeting living costs such as food, housing, transportation, health care and child 
care. The wage gap also limits their options to afford education. And across the span of a lifetime, 
women face less financial stability heading into retirement, with fewer pensions and lower Social 
Security payments to sustain them. In front of a live studio audience, CLOSING THE GAP: 50 YEARS 
SEEKING EQUAL PAY scrutinizes hotly debated statistics and moves beyond highly politicized and over-
simplified talking points to explore the factors contributing to the wage gap and strategize on ways to 
attain equal pay. CNBC's Sharon Epperson serves as the program host, with guests including the 
namesake of the 2009 Fair Pay Act, Lilly Ledbetter; National Organization for Women (NOW) President 
Terry O'Neill, American Association of University Women (AAUW) Executive Director and CEO Linda 
Hallman, Ms. Foundation for Women CEO Teresa Younger and YWCA-USA CEO Dr. Dara Richardson-
Heron. CLOSING THE GAP offers advice for overcoming wage secrecy policies in the workplace and 
researching fair salaries for jobs; considers pathways to improved public policies; arms women with the 
information and skills they need to earn fair pay at all points on the career continuum; and provides tips 
on achieving a financially secure retirement. 

 

FRONTLINE: Rape on the Night Shift 

1/16/18 at 10 p.m. 



56:16 

Investigate the abuse of immigrant women working in the janitorial industry. The film examines 
allegations of abuse across the janitorial industry, and how companies fall short in dealing with the 
problem. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. Civil Rights: Thurgood Marshall and the NAACP 

2/19/18 at 11 p.m.  

56:48 

MR. CIVIL RIGHTS: THURGOOD MARSHALL AND THE NAACP incorporates rare archival film and 
extraordinary interviews to explore Marshall's life in the years leading up to the landmark Brown v. 
Board of Education ruling, including his upbringing in Baltimore, his education at Howard University Law 
School ("the West Point of the civil rights movement"), his status as a rising star within the NAACP, his 
skill as an orator and storyteller, his relationship with his mentor Charles H. Houston, and his high-profile 
segregation cases involving voting, transportation, housing, labor and the military. This compelling 
biography, produced by the filmmaker behind Hubert H. Humphrey: The Art of the Possible (distributed 
through APT Exchange) unfolds through interviews with Justice Elena Kagan, Justice John Paul Stevens, 
lawyer and civil-rights activist Vernon Jordan, Marshall biographers Rawn James, Juan Williams and Larry 
S. Gibson, and several law professors. 

 

POV: Last Train Home 

1/1/18 at 3:30 a.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:26:40 

Every spring, China's cities are plunged into chaos as 130 million migrant workers journey to their home 
villages for the Chinese New Year in the world's largest human migration. This film takes viewers on a 
heart-stopping journey with the Zhangs, a couple who left infant children behind for factory jobs 16 
years ago, hoping their wages would lift their children to a better life. They return to a family growing 
distant and a daughter longing to leave school for unskilled work. As the Zhangs navigate their new 
world, "Last Train Home" paints a rich, human portrait of China's rush to economic development. 

 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT-DECAY 

America ReFramed: 70 Acres in Chicago 

1/27/18 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

58:42 



Twenty-years in the making, 70 Acres in Chicago tells the story of the Cabrini Green public housing 
development located on the most hotly contested 70 acres of land in Chicago. With its prime central 
location, Cabrini Green was initially hailed as a public housing triumph, then later demonized as an 
urban disaster. It was demolished over a period of 15 years beginning in 1995, and repackaged as a 
"mixed income" development. Critics contend that the motivation was economic gain, as public 
housing's prime real estate became too valuable for the low-income Black communities that once lived 
there. The few Cabrini residents who were able to move into the highly regulated mixed income 
settlement are negotiating through difficult cultural territory. Encounters between the former Cabrini 
residents and the new white middle-class homeowners comprise the very real tensions of a newly 
constructed community in transition. 70 Acres in Chicago tells the volatile story of these 70 acres, while 
looking unflinchingly at race, class, and who has the right to live in the city. The film uses personal 
stories, expert commentary, and informative history to celebrate the spirit of a unique community and 
to mourn its betrayal and destruction. 

 

City Rising 

1/16/18 at 11 p.m. 

56:38 

City Rising illuminates the history of discriminatory laws and practices at the root of the gentrification 
and affordable housing crisis in the United States, revealing how gentrification is traditionally molded 
and dictated by those in power. Through the stories of California's rapidly developing urban centers, City 
Rising features a growing movement of advocacy as communities fight gentrification and seek 
responsible development across the state. People of color who cherish their neighborhood's culture and 
sense of community mobilize against unsustainable rents and other forces that are pushing neighbors 
into homelessness. 

 

WAR-NATIONAL SECURITY 

1913: Seeds of Conflict 

2/20/18 at 11 p.m. 

54:12 

This film examines a pivotal yet largely overlooked moment in the history of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict: the years just prior to World War I. It looks at a moment of transformation when Ottoman rule 
in Palestine was still strong, the personal identities of people living there were fluid and overlapping, 
and few could imagine the conflict that would dominate the region for most of the next century. While 
most scholars have focused on the later British Mandate period as a locus of the Middle East conflict, 
this film focuses on the period before World War I, when Arab and Jewish nationalism first made 
contact, and the conflict was just beginning to germinate. 

 

Fahema 



2/22/18 at 9 p.m. 

28:00 

A child born in conflict, Fahema fled Ethiopia with her family at the age of five during the Civil War. 
Raised in a restrictive traditional community, in Sudan. Fahema's whole life was planned out for her by 
her mother: where she would live, what she would do, and most importantly whom she would marry. 
This is the story of a 'caged spirit' using dance to create a bridge between three very different cultures, 
creating a new place for herself in the world. 

 

WOMEN 

Ascent of Woman: A 10,000 Year Story 

3/1/18 at 9 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

58:45 

In THE ASCENT OF WOMAN: A 10,000 YEAR STORY, Dr. Amanda Foreman journeys around the world to 
study the experiences and expectations of women living in various societies throughout history. Through 
her travels, she discovers that while there was no "blueprint" for gender inequality in early human 
settlements, civilization and patriarchy often went hand-in-hand. While some ancient societies - such as 
Egypt - remained more permissive, others - such as Athens and Assyria - completely removed women 
from public life. Over the course of this fascinating four-episode series, Dr. Foreman examines the lives 
of numerous extraordinary women who created their own routes to power, from ancient times through 
modern political movements. 

 

#MeToo, Now What? 

2/3/18 at 12:30 a.m. 

26:46 

Join executive producer/host Zainab Salbi and a range of guests for open, authentic conversations about 
sexual harassment. Women and men discuss how we reached this point and how we can effect positive 
and lasting change. 

 

YOUTH 

Some Kind of Spark 

1/15/18 at 10:30 p.m. 

1:26:32 

Some Kind of Spark is a feature-length documentary that follows seven inner-city kids (ages 7-14) from 
New York City as they embark on a life-changing experience-studying music at the Juilliard School of 



Music. Shot in HD over a 2-year period, "Spark" intimately follows the students inside the classroom and 
out; from their homes in America to their parents' homes abroad; from practice rooms to stages. 

 

Talk – Race in America 

3/4/18 at 11 p.m. on KPBSDT2 

1:56:46 

In the wake of recent tragic and fatal events between men of color and law enforcement, learn how 
black and Hispanic families counsel their kids to stay safe if they are stopped by the police. 


