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Public Issues identified by community leaders and the general public important to Wausau and 

surrounding communities are Economy including costs, jobs and unemployment; Government 

including national, state and local; Environment including wildlife and management;  

Education including opportunities and costs; Health including safety, insurance coverage and 

sickness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Economy: Date Aired: April 1, 2014 Time: 7 , 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  Governor 

Walker has approved just over seven-million dollars for Part Two of a three-phase renovation of 

the Central Wisconsin Airport at Mosinee. Marathon and Portage counties own the airport, and 

they're putting up one-and-a-half million dollars.  State taxpayers are kicking in a half-million.  

The F-A-A is covering the rest, just over five-million dollars.  Phase-Two is expected to be 

finished in September.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 3, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Unemployment rates 

are up in most Wisconsin counties and cities. The state Department of Workforce Development 

report shows preliminary rates for February are up in all but two of the state's largest 32 cities. 

Racine has the highest unemployment rate for any city at 11.5 percent. Bayfield County had the 

highest rate for any county at 12.7 percent. Dane County had the lowest at 4.6 percent. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 16, 2014 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Home 

foreclosures continue to go down in Wisconsin. The U-W Whitewater Fiscal and Economic 

Research Center said 34-hundred-27 new foreclosure cases were filed in state courts from 

January through March.  That's down 24-percent from the same quarter a year ago. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 30, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  J.C. Penney will soon 

leave Wausau, marking the end of a more than 95-year presence in the downtown.  J.C. Penney 

has been an anchor store in the Wausau Center Mall since the mall opened in August 1983. It 

had already been in downtown Wausau prior to the mall's opening at two different locations 

since 1917. Penney's will close this Saturday. The company announced in January it would close 

33 underperforming stores, including the Wausau location.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 2, 2014 Time: 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18  The Bureau of Labor 

Statistics said this morning the U.S. economy added 288,000 jobs in April. The unemployment 

rate fell to 6.3%, the biggest monthly decline since October 2011.Economists estimate it could 



take at least another two years until the job market returns to its pre-recession health, when the 

unemployment rate was around 4% to 5%.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 20, 2014 Time: 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  Home sales in Wisconsin 

dropped by 9 percent in April compared to last year. It marks the fourth consecutive month that 

sales have dropped compared to the previous year. The Wisconsin Realtors Association says 

unusually cold weather in February and March, combined with rising interest rates and home 

prices likely played a role in the decline. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 3, 2014 Time: 6, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  Modest increases 

in home builder and government construction lifting U-S construction spending to its highest 

level in five years in April.  The U-S Commerce Department reports spending rose two-tenths of 

one-percent. That’s the strongest performance since March 2009 and the third straight increase 

after the harsh winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government:  Date Aired: April 1, 2014 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length 

:20  Wisconsin voters will go to the polls today to elect or re-elect almost four-thousand city, 



village, county board, and school board members.  Circuit and appellate judges are also on the 

ballot. Elections' officials predict a statewide turnout of 12-percent.  All polls opened at seven 

this morning, and close at eight tonight 

 

 

Date Aired: April 2, 2014 Time: 6 ,7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  Wisconsin senators did not 

reject any major bills yesterday on the final day of their regular two-year session.  They sent 

dozens of measures to Governor Walker on voice votes. They included legalizing a marijuana oil 

extract to relieve repeated child seizure disorders and a bill requiring police to use outside 

agencies to investigate deaths by the actions of officers. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 2, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30 and 8AM Segment Length :11  Wisconsin 

Rapids Mayor Zach Vruwink easily won reelection yesterday with 69 percent of the vote.  

Marshfield mayor Chris Meyer was reelected with 77 % of the vote. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 3, 2014 Time: 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :28  The U-S Supreme 

Court has rejected limits on how much money individuals can contribute to political campaigns. 

Wisconsin's congressional candidates might get millions more in donations, under the 5-to-4  

ruling yesterday. Mike McCabe of the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign said it would benefit 12-

hundred donors nationally and Jay Heck of Common Cause said the amount one person could 

give would jump from 123-thousand dollars to three-point-six million in an election cycle.   

 

 

Date Aired: April 7, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Republican Assemblyman 

Scott Krug of Nekoosa who promised during his 2010 campaign to never claim any per diem 

payments received more than $10,000 in reimbursed living expenses last year. Krug now says he 

didn't intend the promise to extend beyond his first term. Krug says his intention was to help out 

in a tough budget time. 

 

 



Date Aired: April 17, 2014 Time: 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  A same-sex couple has 

gone directly to the Wisconsin Supreme Court, asking the justices to strike down the state's ban 

on gay marriage.  Katherine and Linda Halopka-Ivery were married in California last December 

-- and for doing so, they face criminal prosecution under Wisconsin law.  Their lawsuit cites the 

U-S Supreme Court decision from last year which struck down the national Defense of Marriage 

Act, The state Justice Department plans to defend the suit, which was filed against state and 

county officials.   

 

 

Date Aired: April 28, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Wisconsin may soon be in 

a minority of states that don't allow voters to register online. The state has long been considered 

a model for its high turnout and election administration, but elections experts say it risks falling 

behind by sticking with dated methods of signing up voters. Eighteen states have switched to 

online registration since 2002, and four more have approved it. 

 

 

Date Aired: May 7, 2014 Time: 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :27  Wisconsin voters used to 

have a fierce reputation of being independent, and splitting their ballots to pick the person over 

the party.  But that's all but disappeared now.  An analysis of voting patterns shows that only 

about five-percent of Wisconsin voters are willing to vote for a president, governor, and senator 

from both parties.  Twenty years ago, almost 40-percent of Wisconsin voters split their tickets to 

re-elect both Republican Governor Tommy Thompson and U-S Senate Democrat Herb Kohl.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 22, 2014 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Special interest groups can 

have their lobbyists pass on campaign donations to Wisconsin lawmakers at any time during the 

year.  That's what the Government Accountability Board decided unanimously yesterday.  The 

new rule eliminates a previous ban on any donations from lobbyists before June first -- or 

whenever the Legislature is in session.  Mike McCabe the head of the Wisconsin Democracy 

Campaign said the board was "bullied into submission" by lobbyists.  He called it a "sad 

commentary" on the condition of Wisconsin's political system. 

 

 



Date Aired: June 4, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Wisconsin taxpayers have 

spent almost 300-thousand dollars to defend public officials sued by targets of the John Doe 

investigation into the state's recall elections.  The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel says the price-tag 

does not include a new lawsuit filed by the Wisconsin Club for Growth this week against the 

state Government Accountability Board.  

 

 

Date Aired: June 12, 2014 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  Wisconsin's Ron 

Johnson was one of just three U-S senators to vote against a bill to improve veterans' health care.  

Yesterday's vote was 93-to-3 to spend 35-billion dollars over three years to pay for outside care, 

lease 26 new V-A facilities, and hire hundreds of doctors and nurses.  The Republican Johnson 

balked at the cost. Wisconsin Democrat Tammy Baldwin voted yes.  

 

 

Date Aired: June 20, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  Newly 

released documents show prosecutors are alleging Gov. Scott Walker was at the center of a 

nationwide "criminal scheme" to illegally coordinate with outside conservative groups.  

Prosecutors say Walker, his chief of staff and others discussed illegal coordination with a 

number of national groups. The Governor has denied any wrongdoing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Environment: Date Aired: April 8, 2014 Time: 7, 7;30 and 8AM Segment Length :25  State 

officials are looking for health care workers who can provide assistance during natural disasters 

and public health emergencies.  This is National Volunteer Week, and the state's health agency is 

promoting the Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry.  Both present and retired 

doctors, nurses, E-M-T's, and other health professionals are encouraged to sign up. More 

information is available on the Health Services Department Web site at Wisconsin-Dot-Gov. 

  

 

Date Aired: April 11, 2014 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :27  A fungus that has 

killed almost six-million bats since has arrived in Wisconsin.  The D-N-R said yesterday that 

white nose syndrome was found in 11 bats at an old mine in Grant County. White nose syndrome 

was first discovered in New York eight years ago, and has spread throughout the U-S and 

northeast Canada. Experts say up to a half-million bats hibernate in Wisconsin each winter 

before spreading out to other Midwest states.   

 

 

Date Aired: April 21, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  For the first time in 22 

years, anglers in northern Wisconsin can keep the bass they catch.  Ever since 1992, there was a 

catch-and-release bass season in the north.  Now, the D-N-R says the species is doing so well, 

that it can survive the removal of more bass. Among other restrictions anglers will have a daily 

total bass limit of five. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 28, 2014 Time: 6:30, 7, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :25  Wisconsin 

wildlife officials and the federal government have created an online map showing where the 

state's fish species are located. The Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Geological 

Survey Center for Integrated Data Analytics built the map using results from fish surveys dating 

back as far as 130 years. The map allows anyone to search for the locations of more than 160 

species by county or habitat types. 

 

 

Date Aired: May 15, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23 The state D-N-R said it 

found no evidence that wolves and hunting dogs had vicious fights during last fall's wolf season.  

Some animal rights' advocates were afraid there would be many clashes, after the state allowed 



the use of hunting dogs for the first time last year. But officials said there was no evidence of that 

after the skinned carcasses of 27 wolves were examined. They were among 35 wolves killed by 

hunters who used dogs.   

 

 

Date Aired: May 20, 2014 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  The week before 

Memorial Day is now "Emerald Ash Borer Awareness Week" in Wisconsin.  As campers get 

ready for their holiday trips, they're reminded that the tree-killing beetle travels most extensively 

in firewood.  Therefore, state campgrounds only allow firewood that's purchased no more than 

ten miles away.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 29, 2014 Time: 7, 7:30 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Deer hunters will only 

be able to shoot bucks this fall in much of northern Wisconsin.  The state Natural Resources 

Board voted yesterday to make antlerless deer off-limits to hunters in 19 counties and four Indian 

reservations.  D-N-R staffers said the ban is needed so deer populations can recover in the north 

after a pair of harsh winters.   

 

 

Date Aired: June 3, 2014 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :25  Wisconsin's D-N-R has already 

met with officials in neighboring states, on how they can work together to meet the federal 

government's new order to reduce carbon-dioxide emissions. The E-P-A said yesterday that 

Wisconsin would have to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 34-percent by 2030, Officials 

say Wisconsin is near the halfway point in meeting the E-P-A's requirement -- and the biggest 

challenge now is to get utilities to reduce emissions from their coal-fired power plants. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 10, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  For the second time in 

recent weeks, Wisconsin is letting sport anglers take more fish from lakes where Chippewa 

Indians did not take their full spearing quotas.  The D-N-R said yesterday that it's using a newly-

adopted emergency rule to let anglers take two walleye per day instead of one on 21 northern 

Wisconsin lakes, starting today.  



 

 

Date Aired: June 16, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  The swarm of biting 

flies in northern Wisconsin is looking more like a biblical plague. Researchers with the DNR say 

the swarms are the worst they have ever seen, forcing a record number of loons to abandon their 

nests. Experts say several counties report around 70-80 percent of nesting loons have abandoned 

their nest due to biting black flies. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 24, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Federal meteorologists 

report last month was the hottest May on record.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration notes that four of the five warmest Mays on record have come in the last five 

years.  Scientists say the higher temperatures are probably a sign of an impending El Nino, a 

warming of the Pacific Ocean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Education:  Date Aired: April 8, 2014 Time: 7, 7;30 and 8AM Segment Length :25  State 

officials are looking for health care workers who can provide assistance during natural disasters 

and public health emergencies.  This is National Volunteer Week, and the state's health agency is 

promoting the Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry.  Both present and retired 

doctors, nurses, E-M-T's, and other health professionals are encouraged to sign up. More 

information is available on the Health Services Department Web site at Wisconsin-Dot-Gov. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 18, 2014 Time; 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  Seventeen Michaels' arts-

and-crafts stores in Wisconsin including locations in Plover and Wausau were affected by a 

recent data breach. An estimated two-point-six million debit-and-credit cards had data stolen 

from Michaels' stores nationally from last May through January 19th. The company has offered a 

free year of identity theft protection and credit monitoring to the affected customers. More 

information is available online at Michaels-Dot-Com. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 21, 2014 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  This is Tornado 

and Severe Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin.  A statewide tornado drill is set for 

Thursday to help schools, businesses, and homes practice their responses to a real twister.  This 

morning, the Weather Service said the Mississippi River was a half-foot over its banks at Prairie 

du Chien.  The Fox River at Berlin and the Wolf at Shiocton were all above its flood stages at 

last word. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 24, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  This is 

Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin. Statewide tornado drills are set for 

today. A mock tornado watch is planned for1 p.m today,  At 1:45 p.m., a statewide tornado 

warning will be issued. The National Weather Service says this is a good time for schools, 

businesses and families to practice safe procedures for severe weather. Wisconsin averages 23 

tornadoes each year, but it only had 16 a year ago. The weather service says most tornadoes 

occur in May and June, but they can happen anytime when conditions are right. 

 

 



Date Aired: April 29, 2014 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :19  Wisconsin's education 

agency is encouraging schools to adopt new safety regulations.  The Department of Public 

Instruction is highlighting measures developed jointly by education and emergency response 

leaders.  The proposals include the creations of local-and-statewide crisis response teams, safety 

planning teams for each school, and training so school staffers know what to do in the event of 

emergencies.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 2, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :12   Wisconsin officials warned 

consumers and businesses today about the risks of investing in bit-coins and other virtual 

currency. They say the use of certain currency may be unregulated, they're volatile in value, and 

they can be stolen in cyber-crimes.   

 

 

Date Aired: May 8, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  The latest Nation's 

Report Card shows U-S high school seniors are still woefully lacking in critical math and reading 

skills. Last year's exams find that only about one-fourth of seniors are performing proficiently or 

better in math, and only 40-percent are proficient in reading.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 14, 2014 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :17  State transportation officials 

have announced a renewed effort to catch traffic violators with aerial patrols.  D-O-T safety 

director David Pabst says the idea is not to secretly spy from above.  He says they want you to 

know they're there, so you can voluntarily avoid a ticket by slowing down and driving safer.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 28, 2014 Time: 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  State officials are warning 

consumers about an e-mail scam which falsely warns people that they owe Wisconsin income 

taxes.  Consumer protection officials warned against opening e-mails which list a payment 

number in the subject line.   State officials say the Revenue Department never e-mails people 

about tax obligations   To file a complaint, or for more information, check out the Consumer 

Protection Bureau, accessible at Wisconsin-Dot-Gov. 



 

 

Date Aired: May 28, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  The Consumer 

Product Safety Commission says a model of crossbows could fire without the trigger being 

pulled.  About 28-hundred units made by Precision Shooting Equipment have been recalled.  The 

models involved in the recall are the T-A-C Elite, Ordnance and the Enigma 

 

 

Date Aired: May 30, 2014 Time: 6, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  The National 

Survey on Drug Use and Health found heroin use increased by 80-percent between 2007 and 

2012.  Researchers in St. Louis, Missouri, report most heroin users are white men and women 

who live outside urban areas. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 6, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  U-W students will not pay 

any more for tuition next year -- but their fees, room, and board will all go up under a budget 

passed yesterday. Total spending under the U-W budget will rise by one-point-seven percent in 

the next year, totaling six-point-one billion dollars. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 20, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Many Americans just don't 

believe in Congress.  A new Gallup poll shows just seven-percent of those surveyed say they 

have a lot of confidence in Congress as an American institution.  The previous low mark was 10-

percent last year.  Gallup says the latest numbers are the lowest ever recorded in the 41 years it 

has done that poll. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 25, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Wisconsin is 

one of 15 states that already meet new academic performance requirements for public school 

students with disabilities.  The U-S Education Department said yesterday it would tie federal 

special-ed funding to student outcomes. Wisconsin special needs' students perform higher than 

most on math-and-reading tests and they have higher graduation rates.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health:  Date Aired: April 1, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30 ,7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  GM issued a 

new recall Monday affecting 1.3 million vehicles in the U.S. for a sudden loss of power steering. 

Meanwhile CEO Mary Barra will testify before Congress today about how GM handled a 

different recall for an ignition switch problem which has been tied to 13 deaths. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 4, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :27  Traffic deaths in 

Wisconsin were down compared to a year ago,  According to figures from the state D-O-T,  For 

the first three months of the year, 89 people were killed in Wisconsin road crashes -- 15 fewer 

than last year. DOT officials say drivers will see more construction zones -- once spring hits and 

the D-O-T is encouraging people to slow down for the workers.  Last year, Wisconsin had 

around 16-hundred mishaps in work zones.  Nine people died in those accidents, and almost 625 

others were injured.   

 

 

Date Aired: April 14, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Over a third of 

Wisconsin motorcycle deaths involve bikers who are not supposed to be on the road.  D-O-T 

records show that 36-percent of motorcyclists who died in crashes over the last 10 years did not 

have a valid state cycle license. Last year, the state prosecuted over 850 people for riding without 



the necessary motorcycle endorsement.   

 

 

Date Aired: May 9, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  Wisconsin now has 27 

confirmed cases of the mumps this spring.  Milwaukee health officials confirmed four cases 

yesterday -- two at U-W-Milwaukee and two elsewhere in the city.  U-W Madison has also 

reported some new cases, bringing the total there to 12.  It's the first time in two years that the 

state has seen any cases of the mumps. All 27 cases involve young people, and about half are 

college students.   

 

 

Date Aired: May 15, 2014 Time: 7, 7:30 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Cancer and heart 

disease continue to be the leading causes of death in Wisconsin. The state Health Services 

Department report that shows cancer and heart disease caused 47-percent of Wisconsin's total 

deaths in 2012, and accidents were the third-leading cause. For younger people, accidents were 

the main killer for both men and women 44-and-younger.   

 

 

Date Aired: May 19, 2014 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  The first case of Middle 

East Respiratory Syndrome believed to be transmitted within the United States has been 

identified, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The unidentified Illinois 

man had been infected with the disease and is no longer sick. The case was discovered as part of 

an investigation by health officials to track the transmission of MERS within the U-S. 

 

 

Date Aired: May 20, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  Wisconsin has 

recorded its first case of the West Nile virus this year in a dead crow found in Dodge County.  

State health officials say it's a sign that infected mosquitoes are in that area -- and folks are urged 

to take precautions. People, birds, and horses all get West Nile from mosquito bites.  

 

 



Date Aired: May 21, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30 and 8AM Segment Length :15  General Motors 

announces another recall, this time affecting nearly two-and-a-half-million vehicles in the U-S.  

General Motors had recalled millions of vehicles earlier this year to replace faulty ignition 

switches. So far this year alone, G-M has recalled more than 15-million cars and trucks. 

 

 

Date Aired: May 29, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  Growing 

numbers of Wisconsin public school students are living in poverty.  The state Department of 

Public Instruction says that almost 360-thousand students are eligible for free-or-reduced price 

school meals due to their low family incomes.  Just over 43-percent of Wisconsin public school 

youngsters are now in that category -- up one-tenth of a percent from a year ago, and almost 14-

percent more than ten years before.  

 

 

Date Aired: June 4, 2014 Time: 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  A second case of the West 

Nile virus has been confirmed -- this one in a dead crow discovered in Portage County. The first 

case was also found in a dead crow.  It happened last month in Dodge County.  State health 

officials say it's a sign that infected mosquitoes are in those areas, and people are urged to take 

precautions. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 10, 2014 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  The Badger State has 

confirmed its third case of the West Nile Virus this season -- but no humans have been infected 

yet. The Madison-and-Dane County Public Health department said yesterday that a dead bird 

was found with the mosquito-borne illness.  Portage and Dodge counties found dead crows with 

the disease in recent weeks. The state had 16 human cases last year. Four Wisconsinites died 

from the virus in 2012. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 20, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  Kraft Foods is 

recalling Velveeta cheese from Walmart stores in up to 12 states, including Wisconsin.  The 

company said the product did not have the proper amount of a sorbic acid preservative -- and it 

could cause the cheese to prematurely spoil. The packages have a date stamp of December 17th 



of this year.   

 


