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FACE THE NATION 

 

07/05/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Sylvester Turner, Mayor of Houston, TX (2); Carlos 

Gimenez, Mayor of Miami-Dade County, FL (3); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (4); Ambassador John 

Bolton, former National Security Advisor (5); Mark Zandi, chief economist, Moody’s Analytics (6); Stephen Kaufer, 

CEO, Tripadvisor (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on the lack of social distancing and mask wearing at gatherings connected to coronavirus spikes 

 2) Topics include: increase in positive coronavirus tests and hospitalizations in Houston / tracing the coronavirus spike 

to the reopening of restaurants and businesses / disagreement with the police chief linking the spike to policing protests / 

increased demand for testing;’ President Trump’s July 4th comments on the removal of Confederate statues 

 3) Topics include: holiday weekend restrictions meant to slow the coronavirus spread in Miami / belief that the 

coronavirus spike is linked to the reopening of businesses, restaurants, and the protests / rising number of positive 

coronavirus cases and deaths / President Trump’s comments on coronavirus being “harmless” / concentration of cases in 

Miami’s poor and farm areas / conflicting messaging about precautions from Governor DeSantis (R-FL) and President 

Trump 

 4) Topics include: spike in coronavirus infection rates in southern and southeastern states / death rate / President 

Trump’s comments on coronavirus being “harmless” / potential shortage of the drug remdesivir / collaborations 

between pharmaceutical companies to meet drug manufacturing needs / his continued recommendation against using  to 

treat COVID-19 

 5) Topics include: Bolton’s new book, “The Room Where It Happened” / President Trump’s reaction to Bolton’s 2018 

comparison between North Korea and Libya / the influence of television and non-government opinions on President 

Trump’s decisions; possible source of explosions at Iran’s Natanz nuclear site; Russia issuing bounties on American 

soldiers and supplying weapons to the Taliban in Afghanistan; his strong criticism of Nikki Haley in his book 

 6) Topics include: improved June unemployment numbers / potential reversal in unemployment numbers as states close 

down from coronavirus spikes / need for additional government aid for American workers / government support for 

childcare in the event schools do not reopen in the fall 

 7) Topics include: changes to American travel for summer vacations / shift away from southern tourist destinations / 

President Trump’s suggestion of a tax credit for vacationers / consumer concerns regarding travel / safety guidelines 

undertaken by hotels and restaurants / safety measures on flights including wearing masks 

 

07/12/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Vice Admiral Jerome Adams, M.D., U.S. Surgeon 

General (2); Kate Gallego, Mayor of Phoenix, AZ (3); Terry Shaw, CEO, AdventHealth (4); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former 

FDA Commissioner (5); Tom Wyatt, CEO, KinderCare (6); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys 

director (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on the record new coronavirus cases in southern and western states 

 2) Topics include: increased availability of PPE and supplies for coronavirus treatment / his reversal on the efficacy of 

wearing masks / concerns over Black men wearing masks when encountering law enforcement / coronavirus spikes in 

southern states / Trump administration’s attempt to balance reopening the economy and coronavirus mitigation / CDC’s 

suggested measures for reopening schools 

 3) Topics include: challenges in dealing with COVID-19 spikes in Phoenix / need for federal assistance to keep up with 

demand for testing / conflicts between Governor Ducey’s mandates and local governments’ desire to limit business and 

school openings / likely extension of eviction moratoriums 

 4) Topics include: Florida’s stockpile of ventilators / potential peak in July of coronavirus cases / ability of Florida 

hospitals convert for additional ICU capacity and bring in out-of-state medical personnel / reopening of Disney World 

in Orlando 

 5) Topics include: likelihood of increased coronavirus-related infections and deaths in coming weeks / lack of medical 

preparation in southern and western states / likelihood of an increase in infections among young people eventually 

reaching older populations / possible need to update air filtration systems in order to stop coronavirus spread / reaction 

to some data that children do not spread COVID-19  

 6) Topics include: mitigating coronavirus spread at childcare centers by keeping children in small groups, or “pods” / 

coronavirus precautions taken by childcare staff / lack of affordable childcare options for lower income families / need 

for federal aid for PPE and increased personnel 

 7) Topics include: CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results / impact of Trump’s poor coronavirus policies in 

spiking states on his reelection chances / voters supporting former Vice President Joe Biden solely in opposition to 

President Trump / importance of the economy for both party’s election chances / potential voter turnout due to 

coronavirus worries 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

07/19/20 Remembering Rep. John Lewis 

Guests: Bob Schieffer, former Face the Nation moderator (1), General Colin Powell, former 

Secretary of State (2), Keisha Lance Bottoms, Mayor of Atlanta, GA (3); Michelle Miller, CBS News anchor and 

national correspondent (4); Dr. Richard Besser, CEO, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, former acting CDC director 

(5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); Dr. Michael Drake, President-elect, University of California (7); 

John Dickerson, 60 MINUTES correspondent, CBS News senior political analyst (8) 

 1) a report on the life and legacy of Georgia Representative John Lewis, who died Friday, following a six-month battle 

with stage-four pancreatic cancer 

 2) Topics include: Rep. John Lewis’ impact on America / the need for more leaders in Lewis’ image / the need for equal 

economic opportunities for Americans; the push to rename military bases named for Confederate personnel / Pentagon 

decision to ban the display of the Confederate flag 

 3) Topics include: Rep. Lewis’ influence on the Black Live Matter movement; Governor Kemp’s claim that protests led 

to the rise in coronavirus cases / political divisions around wearing masks / mask enforcement in Atlanta / Governor 

Kemp’s lawsuit against Mayor Bottoms and the Atlanta city council / possibility of federal agents being deployed in 

Atlanta as they are in Portland, OR 

 4) Topics include: the death of Rep. Lewis’ wife Lillian in 2012 / Rep. Lewis’ influence on future political activists 

 5) Topics include: health disparities among minorities as a result of systemic racism / disproportionate impact of 

COVID-19 on Black, Latino, and Native American populations / potential measures for safe reopening of schools / 

partisan politics interfering with CDC operations / changes in mask guidelines from the spring 

 6) Topics include: potential plateauing of coronavirus cases in spiking states in the coming weeks / new coronavirus 

epicenters emerging in other states / lack of a national consensus on safety protocols, including mask wearing / 

continued national testing delays of up to a week / severity of symptoms in children and their ability to spread 

coronavirus / conflicts between the Trump administration and the CDC 

 7) Topics include: the civil rights legacy of Rep. John Lewis / attempts to increase UC system diversity, including the 

elimination of SAT and ACT requirements; potential protocol needed to resume safe classroom education 

 8) a report on Rep. Lewis’ march on Bloody Sunday in Selma, AL and the legacy of his civil rights activism 

 

07/26/20 Guests: Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House (1); Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) (2); Secretary Alex 

Azar, Department of Health and Human Services (3); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (4); Eugene 

Woods, President and CEO, Atrium Health (5); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys director (6); 

Michelle Miller, CBS News anchor and national correspondent (7) 

 1) Topics include: expiration of the additional $600 in weekly unemployment / the HEROES Act / potential new 

income restrictions for assistance payments / potential addition of coronavirus liability protections to legislation; 

Representative John Lewis’ funeral procession in Selma, AL 

 2) Topics include: the life and legacy of Rep. John Lewis; $600 of additional unemployment preventing business from 

hiring workers / economic benefits of a recovery bill that includes a payroll tax cut; the shuttering of the Chinese 

consulate in Houston, TX / on-going protests in Hong Kong / China’s role in the impact of the coronavirus 

 3) Topics include: increases in coronavirus deaths according to Trump administration projections / federal funding 

allotted for testing not being dispersed / the need for governors to increase public health lab capacity / new CDC 

guidelines for reopening schools, yet lack of guidelines for when they should be shut down 

 4) Topics include: plateauing infection rates in California, southern and southwestern states / emergence of new 

hotspots in southeastern and Midwest states / need for state governments to take proactive steps to mitigate the spread in 

public places / large chains and retailers requiring masks to be worn by customers / delays in getting coronavirus test 

results and its impact on school reopening / new CDC guidelines for reopening schools that lack guidelines for when to 

shut down / proactive decision made by many parents to keep children home from school 

 5) Topics include: shortage of chemical reagents delaying coronavirus test results / increase in virtual and telemedicine 

to prevent hospital capacity overload / tactics to combat the disproportionate effect of coronavirus on Black and Latinx 

communities / potential difficulty of immunizing many Americans once a vaccine is available 

 6) CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results topics include: elections polling for President Trump and former Vice 

President Biden in Ohio and Michigan / negative reaction among voters to President Trump’s push to reopen schools in 

the fall / President Trump’s push for suburban, middle class voters / Vice President Biden’s significant lead with female 

voters 

7) Topics include: Rep. Lewis’ funeral procession in Selma, AL / Rep. Lewis’ influence on other civil rights figures and 

Black lawmakers 
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60 MINUTES 

 

07/05/20 “Children of Flint” – a report on the impact of the Flint, Michigan water crisis. Five years ago, a nearly bankrupt Flint 

switched water supplies; after, the water in Flint was linked to dangerous lead levels in children. Residents, many of 

whom were exposed to the poisoned water, still fear the tap. Though publicity has subsided, the city still faces many of 

the same challenges along with long-term damage. Includes interviews with Sandra Jones, First Lady of the Greater Holy 

Temple Church of God in Flint; Larry Marshall and Kenyatta Dotson, residents of Flint; Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, a 

pediatrician in Flint; Rick Snyder, former Governor of Michigan; and Dr. Manish Arora, a doctor at Mount Sinai Hospital. 

(C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Guy Campanile, Lucy Hatcher) (OAD: 03/15/20) 

 “A Different Kind of Vision” – a profile of architect Chris Downey who lost his sight after a tumor surgery. By relying 

on sound and texture, and new tools, Downey has developed a specialty in designing spaces that are accessible to the 

blind.  Includes interviews with Rosa Downey, his wife; Renzo Downey, his son; Bryan Bashin, director, LightHouse for 

the Blind and Visually Impaired. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein, Jaime Woods) (OAD: 01/13/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 

08/11/19) 

 “Rafa” – a profile of Rafael Nadal, the world’s top tennis player. Considered by many to be the greatest player of all 

time, he has won 19 Grand Slam titles. Nadal’s intensity and dominant playing style seemingly contradict the easygoing 

nature of his scenic home, the island of Mallorca. Growing up in a tennis family, he finds the close-knit community helped 

shape his work ethic. Includes interviews with Toni Nadal, his uncle and local tennis instructor; Carlos Moya, his coach; 

and Maria Francisca Perello, his wife. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Nathalie Sommer) (OAD: 01/12/20. This rebroadcast 

includes an update.) 

 

07/05/20 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Great Adventures” (8:00 – 9:00p) 

 “Ultra Deep” – a report on Moab Khotsong, an ultra-deep gold mine in South Africa, and how it is attracting a new kind 

of miner. Scientists who study extreme life have found organisms that survive and withstand these seemingly 

uninhabitable conditions.  Includes interviews with Leroy Lee, miner; Monga Kasongo, mine engineer; Tullis Onstott, 

Princeton geoscientist; Gaeton Borgonie, biologist; and Bernard Swanepoel, owner of Moab Khotsong. (C: Bill Whitaker 

– P: Heather Abbott) (OAD: 11/11/18 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “Fly Like An Eagle” – a profile of falconer Lauren McGough, a young woman from Oklahoma who travelled to the 

Mongolian steppe in Central Asia to learn the traditional ways of hunting with eagles from Kazakh nomads, themselves 

a dying breed. Includes interviews with Chukan, eagle hunter; and Ouni, eagle hunter. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young, 

Katie Kerbstat) (OAD: 10/21/18 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “Easter Island” – a report on the Moai, the giant, human-like statues built hundreds of years ago on Easter Island, 

detailing the efforts to preserve the slowly disintegrating statues and the effects of tourism on the relationship the 

indigenous people, whose ancestors built the Moai, have with the statues. Includes interviews with Pedro Edmunds Paoa, 

the mayor of the only town on Easter Island; Jo Anne Van Tilburg, a professor of archaeology at the University of 

California, Los Angeles; and Cristan Moreno Pakarati, a historian and tour guide on the island. (C: Anderson Cooper – 

P: Keith Sharman) (OAD: 04/21/19 on 60 MINUTES) 

 (60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Great Adventures” OAD: 12/01/19, 8:30 – 9:30p; 1st Rebroadcast: 02/09/20) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

07/12/20 “298 Counts of Murder” – a report on the downing of Malaysia Flight 17. Six years ago, a missile took the aircraft down 

over Ukraine, killing 298 people on the flight traveling from Amsterdam to Malaysia. The Dutch found the crash 

unsettling – a small country, most people knew someone connected to the tragic event. Using civilian internet 

investigators, the authorities found the location from where the missile was shot: the Russian town of Kursk. Phone calls 

discussing the plane were also intercepted between Russia and their allies, and an eyewitness to the missile launch is set 

to come forward. The trial begins in the Netherlands next month for four men believed to be involved. Includes interviews 

with Samira Calehr, whose sons died; Mika Calehr, whose brothers died; Piet Ploeg, whose brother died; Andy Kraag, 

lead investigator for the Netherlands; Fred Westerbeke, chief prosecutor; Eliot Higgins, online detective; and Igor Girkin, 

a retired colonel who was in charge of the pro-Russia militia in Ukraine.  (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) (OAD: 

02/23/20) 

 “The Monuments” - a report on the debate as to whether public monuments to the Confederacy and the Civil War should 

be removed. Considered by some critics as racist symbols, these statues and monuments have stirred controversy and 

even violence across the country. Includes interviews with Mitch Landrieu, mayor of New Orleans; Julian Hayter, 

historian, University of Richmond; Mayor Levar Stoney, Richmond, VA; and William J. Cooper, history professor, 

Louisiana State University. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Keith Sharman, Erin Horan) (OAD: 03/11/18 on a 60 MINUTES 

SPECIAL EDITION 8:00 – 9:00p; 1st Rebroadcast: 07/15/18. The 07/12/20 rebroadcast includes an update.) 

 “West Side Story” – a report on an updated production of the classic American musical West Side Story. Based on The 

groundbreaking 1957 musical, which itself is based on Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, it tells the story of two rival New 

York City Street gangs and a couple caught between the discord. This modern spin involves stripping down the original 

piece. A challenge to update due to its highly regarded status among musical lovers, the new musical attempts to meet 

expectations with a high performance quality – dances have been revamped to reflect street style and the cast reflects the 

city’s diversity. Includes interviews with Ivo Van Hove, director; Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker, choreographer; Scott 

Rudin, producer; Shereen Pimentel, who plays Maria; and Isaac Powell, who plays Tony. (See also: “Sondheim”, OAD: 

03/13/88; and "West Side Story", OAD: 12/14/97) (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Ruth Streeter, Kaylee Tully) (OAD: 02/16/20. 

This rebroadcast includes an update.) 

 

07/19/20 “Nadia” – an interview with Nadia Murad, the Nobel Peace Prize winner from Iraq fighting to end the use of sexual 

violence as a weapon of war. Murad implored the U.N. Security Council to hold ISIS accountable for the genocide of the 

Yazidid people, a key factor in her recognition via the prestigious award. Pelley first sat down with Murad five years ago 

in her search for her family who had been taken by ISIS. Since, she has settled in Germany and works with human rights 

groups. Includes an interview with Amal Clooney, human rights attorney. (See also: “The Islamic State”, OAD: 09/21/14) 

(C: Scott Pelley – P: Rachael Morehouse) (OAD: 10/13/19) 

 “A Populist Movement” – a report on Hungary’s populist movement and its new program to stimulate birth rate in an 

attempt to thwart the population’s steep decline. The Family Protection Action Plan rewards couples – deemed eligible 

by the right-wing government – for having children, and was developed in an effort to shape public policy and stop 

immigration into Hungary. Includes interviews with Katalin Novak, Hungary’s Minister of State for Family and Youth 

Affairs; Zoltan Benko, a recently married man; Anna Donath, a Hungarian member of the European Parliament and a 

leader of the Momentum Party; Peter Kreko, a social psychologist and head of the Political Capitol Institute; and Laszlo 

Toroczkai, mayor of Asotthalom. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 03/22/20. This rebroadcast includes 

an update.) 

 “The Wright Way” – a report on the Wright family, called the first family of American rodeo. With nine members who 

rank among the best in the world and five world titles between them, the Wrights compete in what many consider to be 

the last blue collar sport in America. Rodeo began as an event called saddle bronc in the old west. The goal is to remain, 

for eight seconds, on a randomly paired horse trained to dismount the rider. While the nature of the sport promotes intense 

competitiveness, the Wrights maintain an emphasis on family. Cody Wright started the family dynasty twenty years ago 

and is a two time world champion. In describing his technique for riding, Cody likens it to a dance where control is needed 

to deal with the adrenaline and fear which comes with each ride. Team Wright has qualified for the biggest rodeo 

competition, the National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas, for the last fifteen years. But winning comes at a price; the job is 

very dangerous and there is no big money to be made. The family works the same land in Southern Utah they have for 

the last century and a half, defining their lives by hard work. Includes interviews with Bill and Evelyn Wright, parents; 

Cody, Jake, Jesse, Alex, Calvin, Stuart, and Spenser Wright; Coburn Bradshaw, brother-in-law; and Ryder, Rusty, 

Stetson, and Statler Wright, Cody’s sons. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Nichole Marks) (OAD: 11/03/19. This rebroadcast 

includes an update.) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

07/26/20 “Genetic Revolution” – a report on a clinical trial for sickle cell anemia at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Sickle 

cell affects a hundred thousand people in the United States, mostly African-Americans. Utilizing gene therapy, which 

locates and fixes the genes responsible for different diseases, doctors and scientists are hoping to find a cure for the 

painful, chronic and often deadly disease. Includes interviews with Jennelle Stephenson, patient; Ray Stephenson, 

Jennelle’s father; Dr. John Tisdale, hematologist; and Dr. Francis Collins, director, National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

(C: Dr. Jon LaPook – P: Denise Schrier-Cetta, Megan Kelty) (OAD: 03/10/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 12/29/19 on 60 MINUTES 

PRESENTS: “New Frontiers in Medicine”) 

 “The Youngest Refugees” – a report from Jordan on the Syrian child refugee crisis. Half of six million Syrian refugees 

– and of all refugees worldwide – are children. In spite of this, only 2% of all refugee funding goes to education. Sesame 

Workshop and the International Rescue Committee, a refugee non-profit founded by Albert Einstein, have partnered to 

develop a version of Sesame Street aimed directly at Syrian child refugees called “Ahlan Simsim.” The show focuses on 

emotions such as fear, loneliness, anger, and determination while teaching coping mechanisms. It will begin airing in 

February in 20 countries. Includes interviews with Laila Hussein, guide and I.R.C. Coordinator; David Miliband, head of 

the International Rescue Committee; Scott Cameron, “Ahlan Simsim” showrunner and Sesame Street producer; a family 

of Syrian refugees who live in a camp; and a family who live in a tent settlement outside the refugee camp. (See also: 

“New Kid on the Street”, OAD: 03/19/17) (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein) (OAD: 11/17/19) 

 “Vision of Music” – a profile of Matthew Whitaker. Whitaker, a blind jazz pianist, has been called a prodigy and has 

performed globally since the age of 11. His parents say he always had an ear for music, playing at an advanced level 

without being taught. After a complicated birth, Whitaker underwent eleven surgeries in an attempt to restore his eyesight 

with no success. With the help of teacher Dalia Sakas, a classically trained concert pianist and director of music at a 

school for the visually impaired, Whitaker learned to hone his skills. Neuroscientists have studied his MRIs to find a link 

between brain simulation and creativity. Includes interviews with Moses Whitaker, Matthew’s father; May Whitaker, 

Matthew’s mother; Dalia Sakas, director of music studies at the Filomen M. D’Agostino Greenberg Music School in New 

York City; and Dr. Charles Limb, a surgeon and neuroscientist. (Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Katy Textor) (OAD: 02/23/20) 

 

48 HOURS 

 

07/04/20 48 HOURS: “The Mysterious Death Of Casey Kasem” (9:00 – 10:00p) – a report on the 2014 death of legendary 

radio broadcaster Casey Kasem; the family feud involving the battle for Kasem’s fortune; the pending wrongful death 

suits involving his widow Jean Kasem and the adult children from his first marriage: Julie Kasem, Kerri Kasem and 

Michael Kasem. The radio legend was heard by millions around the world as host of “American Top 40” and he was 

also the voice of Shaggy in the cartoon classic “Scooby Doo”. At the time of his death, his estate was estimated to be 

worth between $80- $100 million. Jean, married to Kasem for 34 years, and the children from his first marriage went to 

war over the money. Each side accuses the other of hastening his death and both sides have filed wrongful death suits. 

Jean Kasen claims her husband had cut off the children financially because they were only interested in his money. 

Kerri Kasem and her siblings blame her father’s death on Jean’s actions, claiming elder abuse. Kasem was diagnosed 

with Lewy Body Dementia before his death and his condition left him unable to speak during his final months. Jean 

prevented contact with his children, but they fought to see him, saying they were in charge of his health care. Each side 

accuses the other of neglect. Nothing was ever proven. After Kasem’s death, as the widow, Jean Kasem was in charge 

of the body, eventually having him buried in Norway in an unmarked grave. Original on-screen text graphic: The 

Kasem family's wrongful death suit against Jean is scheduled for court next spring. Jean has filed a counter wrongful 

death suit. The outcome of the case could decide who inherits Casey Kasem's fortune. Casey Kasem's radio show can 

still be heard in syndication around the world. On-screen text graphic for the 07/04/20 rebroadcast: In December 

2019, the Kasem family and Jean agreed to an undisclosed settlement. Both the Kasem family’s and Jean’s wrongful 

death lawsuits were dismissed. Casey Kasem's radio show can still be heard in syndication around the world. 

Interviewed: Jean Kasem, widow; Julie Kasem, Kerri Kasem, adult children; Shasta Bartleheim, Jean Kasem’s friend. 

(C: Peter Van Sant – P: Chuck Stevenson, Resa Matthews) (OAD: 11/24/18; 1st Rebroadcast: 07/27/19) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

07/04/20 48 HOURS: “Natalie Wood: Death in Dark Water” (10:00 – 11:00p) - a follow-up report about the unexplained 

drowning death of Hollywood star Natalie Wood nearly four decades ago. County sheriff’s investigators speak for the 

first time and tell 48 HOURS that her then-husband, actor Robert Wagner, is now a person of interest; the investigators 

want to speak with Wagner about the circumstances surrounding her death that night in 1981. Wood drowned off the 

coast of Catalina Island in California in November 1981 after she went missing from the Splendour, her family’s yacht. 

Also aboard that night were Captain Dennis Davern, and actor Christopher Walken. The next day, Wood was found 

floating in the water wearing a red down jacket and flannel nightgown. After a two-week investigation, the death was 

ruled an accident. In 2011, as detailed in “Natalie Wood’s Fatal Voyage” (OAD: 11/19/11), the Los Angeles County 

Sheriff’s Department reopened the death investigation. In 2012, the Los Angeles Coroner’s Office amended the death 

certificate from an “accidental drowning” to “drowning and other undetermined factors.” Now, six years after that 

investigation 48 HOURS talks with the investigators about new witnesses, new evidence and new theories as to what 

happened that night. Rumors of foul play have long surrounded Wood’s mysterious death. At first, the three men aboard 

the boat told detectives that Wood, took off in a dinghy and went ashore. Over time, however, Wagner and Davern’s 

accounts have shifted, raising a red flag to the investigators. Investigators also say Wagner has refused to speak with 

them since the case was re-opened. Investigators today note the autopsy report indicates there were a number of bruises 

that appeared to be fresh on Wood’s body. The latest information is detailed through interviews with the detectives, and 

Natalie Wood’s sister, Lana Wood. Also included are archival interviews with Robert Wagner and Captain Dennis 

Davern. Original on-screen text graphic: 48 HOURS’ requests to interview Robert Wagner and Christopher Walken 

were declined. The Splendour is currently up for sale. On-screen text graphic for the 07/04/20 rebroadcast: 48 

HOURS’ requests to interview Robert Wagner and Christopher Walken were declined. Interviewed: John Corina, LA 

County Sheriff’s Office; Detective Ralph Hernandez; Lana Wood, Natalie’s sister; Sam Kashner, Vanity Fair 

contributing editor; Matt Crowley, close family friend; Duane Rasure, original detective; and Thomas Noguchi, coroner. 

(See also: 48 HOURS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: “Vanity Fair: Hollywood Scandal”, OAD: 11/19/11; Rebroadcast: 

09/15/12) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Liza Finley, Ryan N. Smith, Judy Rybak, Alec Sirken) (OAD: 02/03/18) 

 

07/11/20 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “The Chowchilla Kidnapping” – On July 15, 1976, 26 children and their bus driver, 

Ed Ray, were kidnapped as they headed home from Dairyland Elementary School in Chowchilla, California. The three 

masked kidnappers, one armed, were later identified as: Fred Woods, and brothers James and Richard Schoenfeld. The 

kidnappers drove the bus to a wooded area where they preceded to unload the bus driver and children into a van that 

was set up as a makeshift prison. After driving for 12 hours, the van stopped 100 miles away from Chowchilla, at a rock 

quarry owned by Fred Wood’s father in Livermore, California. The victims were removed one by one from the van, and 

instructed to climb down a ladder to a truck trailer, buried 12 feet underground. The children and Ed emerged from the 

ground after 16 hours. The motive for the kidnapping was money, despite all three men hailing from wealthy families. 

All three pleaded guilty to 27 counts of kidnapping for robbery and ransom but each refused to plead guilty to eight 

counts of bodily harm. On February 17, 1978, the kidnappers were sentenced to life in prison without parole. Four years 

after the crime, lawyers appealed the finding of bodily harm and the appellate court overturned it, throwing out the 

sentence. In 2012, 36 years after the kidnapping, Richard Schoenfeld was the first to be granted parole. Three years later 

James Schoenfeld was paroled. Fred Woods who has repeatedly been caught with pornography and cell phones remains 

in prison, but was up for parole the week of this broadcast. Original on-screen text graphic: On Tuesday, kidnapper Fred 

Woods was denied parole. He is eligible for parole again in five years. On-screen text graphic for the 07/11/20 

rebroadcast: In 2019, kidnapper Fred Woods was denied parole. He is eligible for parole again in 2024. Interviewed: 

Jennifer Brown Hyde, Larry Park, Michael Marshall, survivors; Joan Brown, Jennifer’s mother; Sheriff Ed Bates, 

Madera County, CA; and Prosecutor Jill Klinge, assistant district attorney, Alameda County. (Anchor: David Begnaud – 

Producers: Chris Young Ritzen, George Osterkamp) (OAD: 10/12/19) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

07/18/20 48 HOURS: “FindJodi” (9:00 - 10:00p) – a report on new information in the search for Iowa television anchor Jodi 

Huisentruit, who disappeared on her way to work on June 27, 1995. When Huisentruit did not arrive at the station for 

her morning assignment, police were alerted. Outside her apartment, they found signs of a struggle, but her car was still 

at the scene. An extensive search was conducted, but she was never seen again and her body has never been found.  An 

investigation led authorities to information that Jodi had reported a possible stalker nine months before her 

disappearance. Several people became suspects, including close friend John Vansice, who some of her friends suspected 

wanted a romantic relationship, despite their 22-year age difference. Another was Tony Jackson, a serial rapist who 

lived nearby at the time of Jodi’s disappearance. Throughout the years, friends and family members have kept up the 

search for Jodi, despite her family declaring her dead in 2001 as a means to settle her estate. In 2003, a group of 

journalists created a website to keep the story alive and to crack the case. As of 2017, John Vansice, living in Phoenix, 

is still considered a suspect. Mason City police believe they are close to solving the case. On June 5, 2018, which would 

have been Jodi’s 50th birthday, four billboards were unveiled in Mason City, Iowa, keeping her memory alive with the 

hope of solving her disappearance. On-screen text graphic: FindJodi. Are you someone who can crack the case? 

Please call the Mason City Police Department at 641-421-3636. Interviewed: Doug Merbach (1995 news director); 

Robin Wolfram (1995 news anchor); Amy Kuns (1995 producer); Jack Schlieper (1995 Police Chief); Joann Nathe 

(Jodi’s sister); Staci Steinman and Kim Feist (Jodi’s good friends); John Vansice (friend and suspect - seen in 1995 

interviews); Ani Kruse (Mason City friend); LaDonna Woodford (friend of John Vansice); Caroline Lowe (WCCO-TV 

investigative journalist); Gary Peterson, John Benson (journalists); Jay Alverio (retired detective); Jeff Brinkley (current 

Mason City Police Chief) (C: Jim Axelrod – P: Clare Friedland, Ruth Chenetz, Chris Young Ritzen) (OAD: 12/15/18; 

1st Rebroadcast: 06/01/19) 

 

07/18/20 48 HOURS: “Mandy Stavik: The Case No One Could Forget” (10:00 - 11:00p) – an investigation into the 1989 cold 

case of murdered college student, Mandy Stavik. Stavik left her Acme, Washington home for a run with her dog on 

November 24, 1989. Stavik did not return. After a three day search, Stavik’s body was found in the Nooksack River. 

Male DNA was recovered during an autopsy, indicating a sexual assault; but upon testing, no matches were found. The 

case remained unsolved until after almost twenty-five years, when investigators discovered a new suspect. In 2013, 

Heather Backstrom and Merrilee Anderson, two mothers, were intrigued by the Stavik murder case. Separately, both 

women had long suspected the same man, Tim Bass, but kept their suspicions quiet. Each of the women had past 

experiences with Bass which had left them terrified, so Backstrom and Anderson decided to share their stories with 

investigators. In 1989, Bass lived less than two miles from Stavik’s house, right along her running route. During the 

original murder investigation, no one in the Bass household was questioned about Mandy’s murder. The police visited 

Bass to question him and he initially pretended he didn’t remember Stavik, but he later told police he recalled playing 

with her. When asked to submit a DNA sample to police, Bass declined. The police decided to set up a surveillance 

team to follow him all night long on his bakery delivery route, hoping he would throw away an item with DNA on it. 

Still unsure, the police wanted to cast a wider net of potential suspects to be sure they were on the right path. They 

contacted the bakery where Bass worked and spoke with his boss, Kim Wagner. Wagner agreed to assist the police and 

gave them DNA evidence he discarded: saliva from a cup. Three months later, the state crime lab confirmed Bass’s 

DNA was a match. On December 12, 2017, twenty-seven years after Stavik was found dead, Bass was arrested and 

charged with kidnapping, rape and murder. Twenty-nine years and six months to the day since Stavik was killed, Bass 

was convicted of her murder, rape, and kidnapping. He was given the maximum sentence – nearly twenty seven years. 

On-screen text graphic: Tim Bass could be eligible for parole in twenty-four years. A scholarship fund has been set up 

in Mandy’s name at Mt. Baker High. Molly named her daughter after her sister Mandy. Interviewed: Det. Kevin 

Bowhay, Det. Ken Gates, and retired Det. Ron Peterson, Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office; Mary Stavik, Mandy’s 

mother; Jim Freeman, Mandy’s high school basketball coach; Molly Brighton, Mandy’s sister; Heather Backstrom and 

Merrilee Anderson, Mt. Baker High alumni; Kim Wagner, Tim Bass’s boss; Tom Bass, Tim’s brother; Robin Bass, 

Tim’s sister-in-law; Gina Malone, Tim’s ex-wife; Dave McEachran, Whatcom County Prosecutor; Starck Follis and 

Shoshana Paige, Tim Bass’s defense attorneys; Jay Van Mersbergen and Ed Beaman, jurors. (C: Peter Van Sant – P: 

Alec Sirken, Emily Wichick) (OAD: 11/30/19) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

07/25/20 48 HOURS: “The Killing of Daniel Green” – an investigation into the February 2015 murder of Daniel Green, an 

Exeter, California police officer. Shot four times, Daniel was found in his home after he didn’t show up for work. 

Investigators initially believed his death was tied to his police work, but their investigation uncovered the toxic 

relationship between Daniel and his ex-wife, Erika Sandoval. Daniel met Erika in 2009 and less than a year later, 

surprised everyone by eloping. Family and friends on both sides witnessed the volatile relationship and were concerned. 

After a confrontation in February 2011, Erika and Daniel were both arrested for domestic abuse, but no charges were 

filed; the couple divorced just after a year of marriage. Shortly after, Erika learned she was pregnant. Approximately six 

months after their son was born, Daniel asked Erika to move out which sparked a custody fight. In January 2015, the 

couple appeared to be on good terms while celebrating their son’s second birthday. Weeks later, Daniel mentioned to 

friends that he was dating someone new and posted a picture on Instagram. A month later, Daniel was found dead. Erika 

was brought in for questioning, but denied responsibility. Erika’s story changed and the police arrested her. Nearly five 

years later, Erika’s trial for first-degree murder began; on November 20, 2019, the case went to the jurors for 

deliberation. Four days later, the jury informed the court they were deadlocked eleven to one; the judge declared a 

mistrial. Original on-screen text graphic: Prosecutors plan to retry the murder case against Erika Sandoval sometime 

next year. On-screen text graphic for the 07/25/20 rebroadcast: Erika has a new attorney, a public defender. 

Interviewed: Misty Gray, Daniel’s sister; Matthew Green, Daniel’s identical twin brother; Tim Ward, District Attorney, 

Tulare County; James Bonds, Team Flatline MC member; Angelica Ramirez, Erika’s friend; David Sandoval, Erika’s 

brother; Herb Adame, Daniel’s motorcycle friend; Cathy Meader, chief executive of Tulare Family Services; Josh 

Miller, Daniel and Erika’s neighbor; Mark Cortes, Daniel’s friend; Dan Chambers, Erika’s lawyer; Bill Walker, juror; 

John Whetstone, juror; Jeremy Yarbro, juror. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Paul LaRosa)  (OAD: 12/07/19 as 48 HOURS: 

“The Killing of Officer Green”) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

Remembering Rep. John Lewis - From July 17 through July 30, CBS News provided live coverage of the initial services, ceremonies 

and related events surrounding the death and funeral of Representative John Lewis (D-GA), who died Friday, July 17. In addition to the 

coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs, this live coverage included: 

 

07/17/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (11:53 – 11:55p) – initial chyron ID: Rep. John Lewis Passes Away At 80 – CBS 

News confirms that Congressman John Lewis of Georgia has died from pancreatic cancer at the age of 80. He was an 

icon of the nation’s civil rights movement and served in the United States House of Representatives for 33 ½ years. 

Correspondents: Sara Donchey (anchor, CBS News Los Angeles); and Nikole Killion (CBS News Washington). 

 

07/25/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING REP. JOHN LEWIS (11:00a – 12:00p) – live coverage of 

Representative John Lewis’ memorial service at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. The first of six days, each of which 

will celebrate the life and legacy of the Georgia Democrat. Mr. Lewis died on July 17, at the age of 80. 

Speakers/performers include: Jack Hawkins, Jr., Troy University Chancellor; Mayor Jason Reeves, Troy, AL; Rev. 

Darryl Caldwell, pastor, Antioch Missionary Baptist Church; Henry “Grant” Lewis, John Lewis’ brother; Jaxson Lewis 

Brewster, John Lewis’ great-nephew; Rosa Mae Tyner, John Lewis’ sister; solo performance of “Hero” by Sheila 

Jackson; Ethel Mae Tyner, John Lewis’ sister; Freddie Lewis, John Lewis’ brother; Samuel Lewis, John Lewis’ brother; 

solo performance of “He’s An On Time God”, and “To God Be the Glory” by Dottie Peoples. The memorial service 

was preceded, and followed by Correspondents’ commentary, personal reflections by Antjuan Seawright, and also 

includes: earlier footage of Representative Lewis’ casket arriving at Troy University; archival footage of Mr. Lewis 

speaking at the 1963 March on Washington; reports from Capitol Hill and Columbia, South Carolina; and archival 

footage of Representative Lewis’ visit on June 7, 2020 to Black Lives Matter Plaza in Washington, DC, and speaking at 

the National Museum of African American History & Culture on September 24, 2016. Correspondents / Contributor: 

Michelle Miller (anchor, CBS This Morning Saturday co-host – in Selma, Alabama); Nancy Cordes (CBS News chief 

congressional correspondent, Capitol Hill); and Antjuan Seawright (CBS News political contributor – in Columbia, 

South Carolina). 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

07/26/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING REP. JOHN LEWIS (11:00a – 12:14p) initial chyron ID: 

Service At Brown Chapel AME Church – reporting and commentary on the life of Democratic Representative John 

Lewis of Georgia and live coverage of Representative John Lewis’ funeral service at the Brown Chapel AME Church in 

Selma, Alabama. Speakers / performer include: Representative Terri Sewell (D-AL); solo performance of “Precious 

Lord, Take My Hand” by Kristen Glover; and the closing prayer delivered by Otis Culliver, senior pastor of The 

Historic Tabernacle Baptist Church, Selma, Alabama. Coverage also includes the processional across the Edmund 

Pettus Bridge from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama. Halfway across the bridge, the caisson carrying his casket pauses 

to commemorate where, on March 7, 1965, Mr. Lewis and fellow civil rights protesters were met by law enforcement; 

Alabama State Troopers beat Mr. Lewis bloody, on what became known as “Bloody Sunday.” Correspondents / 

Contributor / Analyst: Margaret Brennan (anchor, CBS News Washington); Michelle Miller (CBS News anchor and 

national correspondent – in Selma, Alabama); Bob Schieffer (CBS News political contributor, CBS News Washington); 

Jamelle Bouie (CBS News political analyst – in Charlottesville, Virginia); and Nancy Cordes (CBS News chief 

congressional correspondent, Capitol Hill). 

 

07/27/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING REP. JOHN LEWIS (11:31 – 11:51a) – reporting and 

commentary on the life of Democratic Representative John Lewis of Georgia and live coverage of the arrival of 

Congressman Lewis’ casket at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland. Representative Lewis died July 17 at the age of 80, 

after a six-month battle with pancreatic cancer. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); 

Nancy Cordes (CBS News chief congressional correspondent, Capitol Hill); Michelle Miller (CBS News anchor and 

national correspondent – at the Alabama State Capitol, Montgomery, Alabama); and Ed O’Keefe (CBS News political 

correspondent – at the National Museum of African American History & Culture, Washington DC). 

 

07/27/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING REP. JOHN LEWIS (1:15 – 2:50p) – live coverage of the 

arrival of Congressman John Lewis’ casket at the U.S. Capitol and the ceremony inside the rotunda. He is the first Black 

lawmaker to lie in state at the Capitol rotunda. Speakers / performer include: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA); 

invocation prayer by Rev. Grainger Browning, Jr., Ebenezer AME Church of Fort Washington, MD; Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY); solo performances of “Amazing Grace” and “It Is Well With My Soul” by Wintely 

Phipps; and a reading by Majority Whip Representative Jim Clyburn (D-SC). Coverage also includes personal 

reflections from filmmaker Ava Duvernay, director of “Selma.” Correspondents / Contributor: Norah O’Donnell 

(anchor, CBS News Washington); Ava DuVernay (award-winning director); Nancy Cordes (CBS News chief 

congressional correspondent, Capitol Hill); Jamelle Bouie (CBS News political contributor – in Charlottesville, 

Virginia); Ed O’Keefe (CBS News political correspondent, National Museum of African American History & Culture, 

Washington DC); and Michelle Miller (CBS This Morning Saturday co-host – in Selma, Alabama). 

 

07/29/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING REP. JOHN LEWIS (9:03 – 9:16a) initial chyron ID: Hero’s 

Farwell – Late Civil Rights Icon Leaves Washington, D.C. For The Last Time – live coverage of Congressman John 

Lewis’ final departure from Washington. Correspondents: Anthony Mason (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); 

Gayle King (co-anchor, New York City); Jericka Duncan (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast Center, NY); and Nancy Cordes 

(CBS News chief congressional correspondent, Capitol Hill). 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS (continued) 

 

07/30/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING REP. JOHN LEWIS (10:45a – 3:00p) – live coverage of a 

funeral service for Congressman John Lewis at the Horizon Sanctuary at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, 

Georgia. Representative Lewis died July 17th from pancreatic cancer. He was 80-years-old. After todays’ service, Mr. 

Lewis will be buried with full military honors at South-View Cemetery in Atlanta. Speakers / performers include: Rev. 

Raphael Warnock, senior pastor, Ebenezer Baptist Church; scripture readings by Hydreca Lewis-Brewster and Rosalynn 

King, Rep. Lewis’ nieces; prayer led by Rev. Bernice King, The King Center; solo performances of “Only What You 

Do For Christ Will Last” and “Take My Hand, Precious Lord” by Jennifer Holliday; reading of the poem “Invictus” by 

Tybre Faw; former President George W. Bush; former President William Jefferson Clinton; Speaker of the House 

Nancy Pelosi (D-CA); Rev. James Lawson, non-violent action activist and teacher; solo performance of “If I Can Help 

Somebody” by Kathleen Bertrand; Xernona Clayton, founder, Trumpet Awards Foundation, Inc.; William Craig 

Campbell, former Mayor of Atlanta; Jamila Thompson, deputy chief of staff for Rep. Lewis; Sheila Lewis O’Brien, 

Rep. Lewis’ niece; the eulogy by former President Barack Obama; and duet performance of  “Good Trouble” by Bebe 

Winans and Pastor Marvin Winans. (Former President Jimmy Carter sent his condolences in writing; Rev Warnock read 

the prepared remarks during the service.) Coverage also includes personal reflections from filmmaker Dawn Porter and 

footage from her documentary, “John Lewis: Good Trouble.” The live coverage of Representative Lewis’ funeral 

service is preceded and followed by correspondents’ commentary and analysis. Correspondents / Contributors: Norah 

O’Donnell (anchor – in Atlanta, Georgia); Michelle Miller (CBS This Morning Saturday co-host – in Atlanta, GA); Bill 

Plante (former CBS News correspondent, Washington, DC); Mark Strassmann (CBS News national correspondent – in 

Atlanta, GA); Jamal Simmons (CBS News political contributor); Nancy Cordes (CBS News chief congressional 

correspondent, Capitol Hill); and Ed O’Keefe (CBS News political correspondent, CBS News Washington). 

 

* * * * * 
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FACE THE NATION 

 

08/02/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign 

correspondent (2); Mark Meadows, White House Chief of Staff (3); Representative James Clyburn (D-SC), House 

Majority Whip (4); Neel Kashkari, president, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 

Commissioner (6); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys director (7); Vanita Gupta, president & CEO, 

Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights (8) 

Guest Moderator: John Dickerson, correspondent, 60 MINUTES, CBS News senior political analyst 

 1) a report from Atlanta on increasing coronavirus rates in southern states, the return to school, and the approach of 

tropical storm Isaias 

 2) a report from London on the worldwide increase in COVID-19 infection rates and the subsequent tightening of 

restrictions 

 3) Topics include: schisms between Republicans and Democrats over the passage of a second federal aid package / 

President Trump’s decision to contradict medical advice from experts, like Dr. Fauci / the Trump Administration’s 

desire to shift from coronavirus testing to treatment measures; President Trump’s decision to propose delaying the 2020 

election 

 4) Topics include: disputes in Congress over additional unemployment insurance and other federal aid package features; 

President Trump’s contradiction of Dr. Fauci over coronavirus testing numbers; necessity of a nationwide coordinated 

plan for reopening schools / need for universal access to broadband 

 5) Topics include: significant increase in Americans’ personal savings rate / extra $600 of unemployment not serving as 

a disincentive for people to return to work / health of the economy hinging on the ability to contain, trace, and treat 

coronavirus / potential benefits of a focused lockdown / fear of coronavirus affecting consumers’ decision and 

worsening the economy 

 6) Topics include: potential for continued coronavirus outbreaks in rotating areas of the country / necessity for a 

national policy of mitigation / potential for school reopenings in states with low infection rates and proper precautions 

 7) Topics include: CBS Battleground Tracker poll results for the presidential race in North Carolina and Georgia / 

suburban and college educated voters trending Democratic / Joe Biden’s strong support among White women and Black 

voters / voters blaming the Trump administration for the spread of coronavirus 

 8) Topics include: federal law preventing President Trump from delaying Election Day / necessity of expanding mail-in 

voting and accommodations for in-person voting / potential for delayed election result due to counting of mail-in ballots 

 

08/09/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Robert O’Brien, National Security Adviser, Trump 

administration (2); Quinton Lucas, Mayor of Kansas City, MO (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys 

director (4); Adriana Diaz, CBS News correspondent (5); Governor Ned Lamont (D-CT) (6); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former 

FDA Commissioner (7); Charles Evans, president & CEO, Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago (8) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on unemployment and looming evictions stemming from the coronavirus pandemic 

 2) Topics include: his recovery from COVID-19 / timeframe for expanding coronavirus testing to more Americans; 

funding for increased election security / intelligence community warnings about potential foreign election interference, 

particularly from China and Russia / measures taken by the Trump administration, warning adversaries to stay out of 

U.S. elections 

 3) Topics include: potential for a coronavirus spike in Kansas City, MO / balancing economic incentives and virus 

mitigation when reopening businesses / increased municipal deficits as a result of coronavirus / need for federal funding 

to ensure fall school reopening / significant testing backlogs from lack of funds 

 4) Topics include: CBS Battleground Tracker poll results for Pennsylvania and Wisconsin / President Trump’s negative 

voter rating due to his handling of the pandemic / importance of Joe Biden’s Vice Presidential pick to his campaign 

 5) a report from Chicago on school reopening plans across the country 

 6) Topics include: plans for mitigating coronavirus spread at reopened schools in Connecticut / damage to children due 

to lack of access to remote learning; President Trump’s order for states to pay a quarter of the proposed $400 of extra 

unemployment insurance; statewide power outages from tropical storm damage 

 7) Topics include: potential for year-end coronavirus deaths to exceed a quarter million / how long someone stays 

infectious after the onset of symptoms / possibility of testing returning teachers and office workers to mitigate virus 

spread / new data regarding the risk of coronavirus to children / Russia’s spread of disinformation about coronavirus  

 8) Topics include: effects of Congress’s failure to reach a deal for additional federal aid / potential state and local 

deficits from loss of tax revenue and increased aid expenditures / differences in the unemployment rate among races 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

08/16/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Jared Kushner, White House senior adviser, Trump 

administration (2); Lori Lightfoot, Mayor of Chicago, IL (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys 

director (4); Governor Tate Reeves (R-MS) (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); Dmitri Alperovitch, 

co-founder & former CTO, CrowdStrike (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on coronavirus outbreaks at reopened colleges and universities 

 2) Topics include: Trump administration’s response to coronavirus / new focus on therapeutic treatments and vaccines / 

coronavirus task force’s focus on mitigating spread; reduced mail-in voting potentially harming President Trump’s 

reelection; peace agreement between Israel and the United Arab Emirates / potential outreach efforts to Palestinians in 

Gaza 

 3) Topics include: injuries and arrests as the result of protests in Chicago, IL / coordinated robberies; increase in 

coronavirus cases among younger and Latinx demographics / precautions for reopening schools and improvements for 

remote learning / issues with federal response and lack of guidance to coronavirus outbreaks; Senator Kamala Harris 

(D-CA) as Joe Biden’s running mate 

 4) Topics include: CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results / Senator Harris’s appeal among Democrats and 

African-American voters 

 5) Topics include: high number of coronavirus cases in Mississippi / ICU bed capacity issues in southern states / 

continued school openings despite outbreaks among students / potential in-person voting issues due to coronavirus and 

limited absentee voting 

 6) Topics include: persistent national levels of coronavirus infections, hospitalizations, and deaths / infection rates 

among children compared to the flu / post-infection immunity for individuals and the timeline for herd immunity / 

vaccine distribution via the private sector versus the government 

 7) Topics include: “hackability” of U.S. election systems / superior security of paper ballots vs. electronic / lack of 

preparation for mail-in ballot processing due to coronavirus pandemic / foreign entities attempting to influence the 

election, especially Russia and China 

 

08/23/20 Guests: Weijia Jiang, CBS News White House correspondent (1); Ronna McDaniel, Republican National Committee 

Chair (2); Eric Garcetti, Mayor of Los Angeles, CA (3); James Comey, former FBI director (4); Mark Strassmann, CBS 

News national correspondent (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); Dr. Robert Robbins, president, 

University of Arizona (7) 

 1) a report from Washington, DC on new alleged audio recordings of President Trump’s sister, Maryanne Trump Barry, 

criticizing her brother and Mr. Trump’s “personal war” on mail-in voting 

 2) Topics include: costs associated with holding the Republican National Convention / protocols for mitigating 

coronavirus spread at the Republican National Convention; Republican Party in some states sending out mail-in ballots 

despite President Trump’s fraud warnings; CBS News  Battleground Tracker poll on differing Democratic and 

Republican views of coronavirus pandemic management / Republican voter opposition to the Black Lives Matter 

movement 

 3) Topics include: potential problems with election security in California; Biden campaign’s economic plans / how the 

economy fares under Democratic presidents versus Republicans; higher coronavirus rates among Latinx populations in 

California / his decision to shut off the utilities at houses where people aren’t following coronavirus restrictions and 

hosting large parties 

 4) Topics include: Southern District of New York’s indictment of Steve Bannon / potential links between Steve Bannon 

and election interference / Senate Intelligence report confirming Russian election interference in 2016 / FBI errors in 

handling Russian election interference / likelihood of Russian election interference in 2020 / President Trump’s warning 

of coming voter fraud / potential witnesses and targets for the Justice Department’s 2016 election investigations / the 

effects of Comey’s letter to Congress on Hillary Clinton’s 2016 election chances 

 5) a report from Atlanta on coronavirus spikes at universities blamed on student parties and poor administrative 

planning 

 6) Topics include: rising coronavirus infection and death in the Midwest, while rates fall elsewhere / President Trump’s 

claim that the FDA is being forced to delay vaccine testing / convalescent plasma treatment for coronavirus / children’s 

role in transmitting coronavirus 

 7) Topics include: protocols in place to mitigate the spread of coronavirus at the University of Arizona / how their 

guidelines differ from other higher education institutions / threshold for shutting down in-person teaching 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

08/30/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Chad Wolf, Acting Secretary of Homeland Security 

(2); Representative Val Demings (D-FL) (3); Daniel Cameron, Attorney General of Kentucky (4); Benjamin Crump, 

attorney for the family of Jacob Blake (5); ); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); James Brown, CBS 

News special correspondent, host, NFL Today (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on the national protests against police violence, stemming most recently from the shooting of 

Jacob Blake in Kenosha, WI 

 2) Topics include: shooting death at last night’s dueling demonstrations between a pro-Trump caravan and Black Lives 

Matter activists in Portland, OR / President Trump’s divisive tweets, including encouraging his supporters to head to 

Portland / Trump’s threat of invoking the Insurrection Act; National Intelligence director’s decision to suspend in-

person election security briefings to Congress 

 3) Topics include: her message to the President and activists / President Trump’s tweets, fomenting confrontations 

between his supporters and Black Lives Matter protestors / Trump’s repeated violations of law; as a former police chief, 

her take on the shooting of Jacob Blake in Kenosha 

 4) Topics include: his reaction to President Trump’s decision this morning to like a tweet from a supporter praising Kyle 

Rittenhouse, the seventeen-year-old who shot protestors in Kenosha / Cameron’s RNC speech / criticism of Joe Biden 

for his perspectives on Black voters as “a monolithic block” / CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results indicating 

that a majority of Republicans say discrimination is being discussed too much; ongoing investigations into the death of 

Breonna Taylor 

 5) Topics include: ongoing investigations into the death of Breonna Taylor / Taylor family fear of police misconduct in 

the investigations; medical condition of Jacob Blake as he recovers from being shot / President Trump’s upcoming trip 

to Kenosha, WI 

 6) Topics include: slowing infection and hospitalization rates in the Sun Belt / potential for rising infection rates as 

schools reopen in the fall / potential for FDA approval of a coronavirus vaccine before the completion of phase three 

trials / best practices in the event of a coronavirus outbreak at schools / changes to CDC testing guidelines 

 7) Topics include: professional athletes striking in response to the Jacob Blake shooting / NBA-owned venues being 

used as polling places for the 2020 election / athletes using their resources to advocate for the Black community 
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60 MINUTES 

 

08/02/20 “The Emerald Triangle” – a report on the legal marijuana business in California. Proving much less profitable than 

expected due to strict regulations and a thriving black market, farmers now deal with the backlash of the regulated 

marijuana market. 60 MINUTES spent a week in the Emerald Triangle, where a Mediterranean climate and rich soil 

famously account for the production of high quality marijuana. Includes a tour of the Flow Cana factory, where the herb 

is packaged from legal state-regulated farms to be shipped and sold to licensed stores around California.  The regulated 

market amounting to a fraction of what it was predicted to be is due, in part, to Prop 64. Prop 64 gave towns and cities 

the power to decide whether marijuana businesses can open locally; with eighty percent voting no, the number of stores 

is very low and licensed stores are rare. While law enforcement attempts to stake out illegal grows, raids have proved 

inefficient with black market growers replanting immediately. Includes interviews with Mikey Steinmetz, who runs the 

Flow Kana Factory; Casey O’Neill, owner of a family farm; Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman; and Governor 

Gavin Newsom (D-CA). (See also: “Pot Shops”, OAD: 09/23/07 and “The Pot Vote”, OAD: 10/30/16) (C:  Sharyn Alfonsi 

– P: Guy Campanile) (OAD: 10/27/19) 

 “The Columbus Letters” – a report on the mystery of missing Christopher Columbus letters. Deemed the world’s first 

best seller when it was printed five hundred years ago, surviving copies of the letter detailing Columbus’ discovery of the 

Americas are rare and valuable – so much so, they’re now being stolen and replaced with forgeries. Includes interviews 

with Ambrogio Piazonni, vice president of the Vatican library; Jay Dillon, a rare book dealer in New Jersey; Mark Olexa, 

Homeland Security Special Agent; Jamie McCall, assistant U.S. attorney for the District of Delaware; Paul Needham, a 

foremost expert on fifteenth century printing who runs the Scheide Library at Princeton University; Giovanni Prisco, 

captain of the Carabinieri Police’s Cultural Heritage Squad; and Massimo de Caro, a notorious Italian book thief. (C: Jon 

Wertheim – P: Katherine Davis) (OAD: 10/20/19. This rebroadcast includes an update.) 

 “Built by Angels” – a report on the Christian holy site Lalibela, where 11 churches carved from a single block of stone 

sit on the central plateau of Ethiopia. Carved around the year 1200 by people called the Zagwe, legend says their king 

returned from a trip to Jerusalem and declared he would create a similar holy land in Ethiopia’s northern highlands. Artists 

sculpted the architecturally intricate rooms in darkness and the churches imitate traditional construction. Members of the 

Ethiopian Orthodox church say it was constructed by angels – the site attracts droves of faithful pilgrims, many of who 

travel hundreds of kilometers on foot to visit the churches. Masons are unable to work on the structure of the building due 

to the belief that it was built via divine intervention, but the World Conservation Fund is teaching locals to repair and 

maintain the property. Includes interviews with Fasil Giorghis, architect and historian; Tewede Yigzaw and Getaye 

Abebeaw, farmers; Tsigie Selassie Mezgebu, pilgrim; Stephen Battle, architect with the World Monuments Fund; and 

Simon Warrack, master stone mason at the World Monuments Fund. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young) (OAD: 12/01/19; 

1st Rebroadcast: 12/22/19 on 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “A Holiday Feast for the Senses”) 

 

08/09/20 60 MINUTES (9:07 – 10:07p) 

 “Know My Name” - Chanel Miller, the sexual assault victim previously known as “Emily Doe,” whose victim impact 

statement was read by millions before the modern #MeToo movement caught fire, tells her story for the first time. She 

recounts her ordeal after she was assaulted by Stanford athlete Brock Turner, who she says benefited from his privilege. 

Miller also details a judicial process she says victimized her all over again, the law which was changed due to her words, 

and her new book. Includes interviews with the two men who stopped the attack, Peter Jonsson and Carl Arndt; and 

Deputy District Attorney Alaleh Kianerci. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Graham Messick, Jack Weingart) DOUBLE LENGTH 

SEGMENT (OAD: 09/22/19) 

 “Giant Panda” – a report on the giant panda. Though classified as bears, the pandas don’t hibernate and are virtually 

vegetarians. Due to its status as China’s beloved national symbol, the country has worked for decades to perfect breeding 

the bears in captivity. In 2016, the panda’s conservation status was upgraded from endangered to just vulnerable. The 

partnership between China and America’s Smithsonian National Zoo has brought the giant panda back from near 

extinction. This research suggests the giant panda can be saved. Includes interviews with Marc Valitutto, a wildlife 

veterinarian from the Smithsonian Institution on loan to the Chengdu Research base; Doctor Wu Kongju; scientist Hou 

Rong; and Melissa Songer, a Smithsonian conservation biologist working in China. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young) 

(OAD: 10/27/19) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

08/16/20 “Psychedelic Science” – a report on the drug psilocybin, which is being tested as a treatment for people combating health 

issues such as cancer and addiction. Though typically associated with the 60s counterculture movement, scientists say the 

drug eases symptoms of depression and anxiety often associated with the two diseases. The drug is administered by 

doctors in a carefully controlled setting, with patients reporting exceedingly decreased negative symptoms. Studies 

support the positive impact of the hallucinogenic drug. Includes interviews with patients Carine McLaughlin, Jon 

Kostakopoulos, and Kerry Pappas; Roland Griffiths and Matthew Johnson, the scientists leading the studies; Mary 

Cosimano, a guide trained to help patients through their session; and author Michael Pollan. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: 

Sarah Koch) (OAD: 10/13/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 12/29/19 on 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “New Frontiers in Medicine”) 

 “Malta” – a report on the island of Malta and the scandals involving allegations of bribery, cronyism and money 

laundering, and the murder of a journalist who was critical of the island nation. The smallest member of the European 

Union offers a “golden passport program” that sells Maltese citizenship for an expensive cost. Includes interviews with: 

Mark Anthony Falzon, anthropology professor and local newspaper columnist; Manuel Delia, journalist; Matthew 

Caruana Galizia, son of murdered journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia; Glenn Bedingfield, Parliament member and advisor 

to Prime Minister of Malta; Ana Maria Gomes, Portuguese member of Parliament; Edward Scicluna, Finance Minister of 

Malta. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Michael H. Gavshon, David M. Levine, Aarthi Rajaraman) (OAD: 12/23/18; 1st 

Rebroadcast: 06/23/19 on a 60 MINUTES SPECIAL EDITION) 

 “Shakira” – a profile of Shakira, the award-winning Colombian singer. With a multifaceted successful career, the artist 

details the difficulties of finding balance while striving for perfection. A philanthropist, she feels her music career is a 

vehicle which allows her to work as an advocate for early childhood education. Now preparing for the Super Bowl LIV 

halftime show, Shakira remains one of the best-selling music artists. Includes an interview with Gerard Pique, famed 

soccer player and Shakira’s husband. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman) (OAD: 01/05/20) 

 

08/23/20 “The Russian Hack” – a report on Russian interference in the 2016 American election. A cyber-attack on the Democratic 

Party and its candidates in 2016 resulted in the theft of millions of documents that were strategically dumped to influence 

the outcome of the presidential and congressional elections. While President Trump claims the attack was launched by 

Ukraine, the Muller Report clearly explained how the attack came from Russia. After acquiring documents, Russian 

agents used an online persona, Guccifer 2.0, to leak those documents to Trump operative Roger Stone and WikiLeaks 

founder Julian Assange. The document theft was a well planned and executed military cyberattack, according to the 

Justice Department. The release of the documents was often targeted to specific swing areas such as contested 

congressional districts in Florida. Includes interviews with Robert Anderson, leader of the FBI’s Counterintelligence and 

Cyber Divisions; John Demers, the Assistant Attorney General for National Security Division; Kelly Ward Burton, former 

Executive Director of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee; Annette Taddeo, a hacked politician; and 

Mark Caputo, a senior Politico reporter. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Graham Messick) (OAD: 11/24/19) 

 “Kings of the Road” – a report on driverless truck technology. Truckers move 70% of the nation’s goods and many are 

at risk of losing work due to the rapid expansion of autonomous rigs. With major advances in sensor technology, experts 

say driverless trucks will be widespread by 2021. Includes interviews with Jeff and Tanner Widdows, Linda Allen, and 

Eric Richardson, all truckers; Chuck Price, chief product officer at TuSimple; Maureen Fitzgerald, a trucker testing 

autonomous vehicles; John Panttila, who monitors software in driverless trucks; Steve Viscelli, a sociologist at the 

University of Pennsylvania and an expert in freight transportation and automation; and Sam Loesche, legislative 

representative with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. (See also: “Hands Off The Wheel”, OAD: 10/04/15; and 

“Artificial Intelligence”, OAD: 10/09/16) (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Michael Karzis) (OAD: 03/15/20) 

 “The Sandman” – a profile of comedian and actor Adam Sandler. An unconventional movie star, Sandler began his 

career as a stand-up comedian in New York City where he honed his guitar-based comedy; this led to a short but prominent 

stint as an SNL cast member and writer. Though critics are sometimes disapproving of his formulaic approach to comedic 

filmmaking, Sandler has drawn big crowds for years. His newest film lead in the high-energy drama Uncut Gems is a 

clear departure from his usual roles; Sandler’s performance has garnered some of the most positive reviews of his career. 

With box office hits and a critically-acclaimed Netflix special, Sandler remains versatile. Includes interviews with Judy 

Sandler, Sandler’s mother; and Lorne Michaels, SNL Executive Producer. (See also: “Judd Apatow”, OAD: 12/30/12) 

(C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: John Hamlin, Kara Vaccaro) (OAD: 12/08/19) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

08/30/20 “Red Flag” – a report on Red Flag laws, first proposed in Congress and now adopted by 12 states, which allows the state 

to confiscate firearms from someone exhibiting threatening behavior. The law was born out of an increased focus on gun 

violence, with 366 mass shootings in the last year, and the movement for gun reform which has been building since the 

Sandy Hook shooting in 2012. Though the laws have been ruled constitutional, critics say they are ineffective because 

they do not address mental health and believe they are a violation of Second Amendment rights. Includes interviews with 

Tony Spurlock, Douglas County Sheriff in Denver, Colorado; Josh Horowitz, one of the law’s authors; Mark Dreher, a 

father who believes the law could have prevented his son’s death; Steve Wells, a rancher against the law; and Sheriff 

Steve Reams and Sheriff Bill Elder, law enforcement from Colorado who oppose the law. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Ashley 

Velie) (OAD: 11/17/19. This rebroadcast includes an update.) 

 “Talking To The Past” – a report on advanced technologies allowing virtual interviews with Holocaust survivors. 

Though many have died, their stories are uniquely preserved through the use of artificial intelligence. Lesley Stahl 

interviews deceased survivors Eva Kor, who she met and interviewed for a 1992 segment, and Aaron Elster. Includes 

interviews with Heather Maio Smith, who created the project; Stephen Smith, executive director of the USC Shoah 

Foundation; Pinchas Gutter, a survivor interviewed for the project; and Alan Moskin, a camp liberator interviewed for the 

project. (See also: "Dr. Mengele's Laboratory", OAD: 03/01/92) (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein) DOUBLE 

LENGTH SEGMENT (OAD: 04/05/20) 

 

48 HOURS 

 

08/01/20 48 HOURS: “Storm of Suspicion” (9:00 – 10:00p) – a report on the investigation into the disappearance of Crystal 

McDowell, a divorced mother of two, who disappeared in Baytown, Texas, just as Hurricane Harvey hit the Houston, 

Texas area in August 2017. As police and emergency first responders struggled to keep up with the damaging storm, a 

team of police investigators gathered to track McDowell’s disappearance. The historic flooding from the hurricane 

forced all available first responders into rescuing people, leaving it difficult to conduct a missing persons case. 

However, a dedicated team of police investigators gathered to track every clue left behind. The break in the case was the 

discovery of McDowell’s car, found in a flooded motel parking lot. Police interviewed family and friends. The 

investigation led to the discovery of fractured relationships and hidden family secrets. Because of the storm, much of 

the physical evidence was washed away in the flood, but authorities focused on the ex-husband, Steve McDowell, 

certain that he had killed Crystal. Ultimately, police got their man: Steve McDowell admitted he strangled his ex-wife 

and disposed of the body in a densely wooded area near his house. Without his co-operation and because of the storm, 

her body would never have been located. He was charged with murder. 09/07/19 UPDATE: In June 2019, during his 

trial for murder, Steve McDowell testified that Crystal's death was a result of a spontaneous hug that got out of control. 

But DA Cheryl Lieck believed it was premeditated. After five days of testimony, evidence and argument, it only took 

three and a half hours for the jury to reach a verdict: guilty. One day later, the same jury sentenced Steve McDowell to 

fifty years in prison for the murder of his ex-wife. Original on-screen text graphic: Steven McDowell has not entered a 

plea. The couple’s young children are living out of state with a family friend who is in the process of obtaining full legal 

custody. On-screen text graphic for the 06/16/18 rebroadcast: Steven McDowell has not entered a plea. He is scheduled 

to stand trial November 26, 2018. The couple’s young children are living out of the state with a family friend who is in 

the process of obtaining full legal custody. On-screen text graphic for the 09/07/19 and 08/01/20 rebroadcasts: The 

couple's young children are living out of state with a family friend who is in the process of obtaining full legal custody. 

Steve McDowell will be eligible for parole in 2042. Interviewed: Jeff Walters and Cindy Seratte (Crystal’s aunt and 

uncle); Brian Hawthorne (Chambers County Sheriff); Cheryl Lieck Chambers County District Attorney); Paul Hargrave 

(Crystal’s boyfriend); Krysta McDowell (Steve McDowell’s daughter); L.J. Adams (bail bondsman/Crystal’s friend). 

(C: Maureen Maher – P: Chris Young Ritzen, Susan Mallie, Lourdes Aguiar, Josh Yager, Marc B. Goldbaum; 

Producers for the 09/07/19 and 08/01/20 Rebroadcasts: Chris Young Ritzen, Susan Mallie, Lourdes Aguiar, Josh Yager, 

Marc B. Goldbaum, Josh Gelman) (OAD: 10/28/17; 1st Rebroadcast: 06/16/18; 2nd Rebroadcast: 09/07/19 – includes an 

update.) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

08/01/20 48 HOURS: “Justice for Kelsey Berreth” (10:00 – 11:00p) – a follow-up report on ‘The Murder of Kelsey Berreth,” 

featuring the evidence and trial which led to the conviction of Patrick Frazee for the 2018 Thanksgiving Day murder of 

his fiancée. Newly released Thanksgiving Day images show Frazee and Berreth at her door with the baby after returning 

from the store. A later image shows Frazee in that same location alone. Security footage shows Berreth was last seen 

alive shopping with her one-year-old daughter on Thanksgiving morning at a local Woodland Park, Colorado Safeway 

supermarket. Frazee’s secret girlfriend, Krystal Kenney Lee, a former Idaho rodeo queen and nurse has told authorities 

she knows how and why Berreth was killed. Lee told investigators Frazee asked her to kill Berreth with three different 

plots, but ultimately could not go through with it. According to Lee, Frazee told her he invited Berreth to play a guess 

what game with candles. He blindfolded, took a baseball bat, and “went to swinging.” After killing Berreth on 

Thanksgiving Day, he put her body in a black tote. Surveillance footage shows Frazee at an ATM with a black tote in 

the back of his truck. At Frazee’s request, Lee drove from Idaho to Berreth’s Woodland Park, Colorado townhouse to 

clean up the crime scene. Lee took investigators to Berreth’s apartment and Frazee’s ranch; she shared details regarding 

how she cleaned up the crime scene, where Berreth’s body was burned, and how she got rid of evidence. In December 

2018, Frazee was arrested and charged with Kelsey’s murder. At trial, the prosecutors had no physical evidence which 

tied Frazee to Berreth’s murder, so the case rested solely on Lee’s testimony. An inmate at the same prison as Frazee, 

who watched a previous 48 HOURS episode on Kelsey’s murder reached out to investigators. He said Frazee gave him 

a hit list with the names of certain witnesses (Krystal Kenney Lee, Michelle Stein, and Chery Berreth) who needed to 

disappear. The defense called no witnesses and Frazee chose not to testify. After a 3 ½ hour deliberation, the jury 

unanimously found Frazee guilty of 1st degree murder and sentenced him to life in prison plus 156 years. In exchange 

for her testimony, Lee agreed to plead guilty to evidence tampering and will face a maximum of three years in prison. 

Original on-screen text graphic: A custody hearing is scheduled for 2-year-old Kaylee on December 5. Kelsey’s parents 

hope to adopt her. On-screen text graphic for the 08/01/20 rebroadcast: After Kelsey Berreth’s death, her parents 

took over the care of her toddler, Kaylee. Interviewed: Krystal Kenney Lee- seen in exclusive crime scene video, Cheryl 

Berreth, Kelsey’s mother; Ashley Cogburn, Amanda Smith, and Nicole Haywood, lifetime friends of Kelseys’; Clint 

Cline, friend of Patrick Frazee; Ashley Franco, KKTV/Reporter; Aya Gruber, University of Colorado/ law professor; 

Kade Atwood, KMTV news director; Michelle Stein, Krystal Kenney Lee’s best friend; Laura Stutzman, friend of 

Krystal Kenney Lee; Dan May, District Attorney, Teller County, CO; Beth Reed and Jennifer Viehman, Teller County 

DA’s Office – new interviews for the 11/23/19 broadcast: Dan May, District Attorney, Teller County, CO; Beth Reed 

and Jennifer Viehman, Teller County DA’s Office. (See also: 48 HOURS: “The Murder Of Kelsey Berreth”, OAD: 

10/05/19) (C: Nikki Battiste – P: Marcelena Spencer) (OAD: 11/23/19)   
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48 HOURS (continued) 

08/08/20 48 HOURS: “Chacey Poynter: Witness to Murder” (10:02 – 11:02p) - In September 2016, University Park Fire 

Department Captain Robert Poynter was shot and killed while sitting in his wife Chacey Poynter’s Jeep on a deserted 

county road in Royse City, Texas. Chacey told police she called her husband for help after her Jeep got stuck in the mud 

and when Robert got in to help move her vehicle, he was shot by an unknown man. Investigators were skeptical of her 

story. When questioned by the police, Chacey admitted to multiple affairs and ongoing marital problems, including 

abuse. She eventually confessed to knowing the identity of the man who killed her husband -- Michael Garza, one of her 

lovers. Chacey claimed it was Michael who set the trap, so he could confront Robert and demand he leave her alone. On 

September 10, 2016, Chacey was arrested and charged with conspiracy to commit murder. Michael turned himself in 

and was charged with murder. The shotgun used to murder Robert belonged to Michael’s brother and was recovered by 

a farmer near where Robert was shot. Recovered digital evidence proved Chacey had groomed Michael. On July 10, 

2018, Michael went on trial and testified that he believed Robert was abusing Chacey and implicated her as the shooter. 

On July 20th, Michael was found guilty and sentenced to 99-years in prison. At Chacey’s trial, prosecutors maintained 

she was the mastermind and her motive was to collect Robert’s life insurance policy; she was found guilty of murder 

and sentenced to life in prison, with the possibility of parole in 30-years. On-screen text graphic: Robert Poynter’s life 

insurance benefits were split among his three daughters. Chacey’s mother and stepfather share custody of the couple’s 

daughter with Robert Poynter’s parents. Interviewed: Chacey Poynter, Robert’s wife and convicted murderer; Detective 

Michael Burk, Royse City Police Department; Sergeant Shane Meek, Royse City Police Department; Jason Salisbury, 

Paul Falkenhagen, Mark McAdams, and Earl Starnes, firefighters, University Park Fire Department and friends of 

Robert’s; Natalie and Nicole Poynter, Robert’s daughters; Amy Poynter, Robert’s ex-wife; Jeff Kovach, Assistant Hunt 

County District Attorney; Calvin Grogan, First Assistant District Attorney, Hunt County; Scott Cornuaud and Frank 

Hughes, Chacey’s defense attorneys. (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Asena Basak) (OAD: 01/18/20) 

08/15/20 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “Murder on Prom Night” - On Sunday, April 30, 1989, police responded to a crime 

scene at the Lakeville, Indiana home of the Pelley family. Reverend Bob Pelley was found in an upstairs hallway; wife 

Dawn and young daughters Janel and Jolene were in the basement -- all shot at close range with a shotgun. Nine-year-

old Jessica Pelley – now known as Jessi Toronjo - returned from a sleepover at a friend’s house to the news that her 

mother, stepfather, and sisters were murdered. Police questioned Bob’s 17-year-old son Jeff and later learned Bob had 

grounded him over the prom; police believed they had a clear motive, but no forensic evidence to prosecute. Thirteen 

years after the crime, a new prosecutor believed there was enough evidence and Jeff was arrested and charged with four 

counts of murder. In 2006, he was found guilty and sentenced to a hundred and sixty years in prison. Jeff’s defense 

lawyer filed an appeal and his convictions were set aside on a number of procedural grounds. He remained in custody 

and in February 2009, the Indiana State Supreme Court upheld the conviction. Currently, Jeff’s new defense team is 

working on his release by filing a motion for post-conviction relief. Jessi changed her name and appearance as a way to 

cope with the tragedy. After she tried to kill herself, Jessi was diagnosed with DID, dissociative identity disorder. On 

April 29, 2019 -- the thirty year anniversary of the murders -- I am Jessica was published. Original on-screen text 

graphic: The Indiana University McKinney Wrongful Conviction Clinic is representing Jeff Pelley. On-screen text 

graphic for the 08/15/20 rebroadcast: The Indiana University McKinney Wrongful Conviction Clinic now represents 

Jeff Pelley and has filed a motion for post-conviction relief. Interviewed: Jessi Toronjo, survivor; Stephanie Fagan, 

Jessi’s childhood friend; Jamie Collins, Jessi’s cousin; Mark Sender, former Indiana State Police detective; John Botich, 

former St. Joseph County detective; Frank Schaffer, former chief deputy prosecutor; Alan Baum, Jeff Pelley’s defense 

attorney; and Dakota Toronjo, Jessi’s daughter. (Anchor: Jim Axelrod – Producers: Chris O’Connell, Stephanie Slifer) 

(OAD: 01/25/20) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

08/22/20 48 HOURS: “The Golden State Killer” (9:00 – 10:00p) – an updated rebroadcast about true-crime writer Michelle 

McNamara’s relentless search for answers, and the quest to find the elusive so-called “Golden State Killer”, who 

terrorized Californians by committing 50 rapes and a dozen murders between 1978-1986, and who was arrested this past 

week. McNamara died in 2016. Her widower, comedian Patton Oswalt, discusses his late wife’s untimely death which 

occurred during her investigation and those who are carrying on her work by finishing the book she was writing about 

the case. McNamara was fascinated with true crime and her on-line quest led her to a serial killer she had really never 

heard of: the EARS (East Area Rapist Surveillance) Killer, whom she rebranded as the “Golden State Killer”, and 

pursued clues which she hoped to compile into a book. Her obsession with the case took a toll on her health, and her 

untimely death devastated Oswalt. Now others are hoping to finish the work she started – by publishing the book and 

finding the killer. The killer was a man who stalked his victims, blindfolded them, and raped and/or murdered them in 

Northern California. The rapes ultimately stopped, but after a seven-year hiatus, began again in Southern California. In 

2016, the FBI used the 40th anniversary to announce the renewed investigation and a reward for the killer. 04/28/18 

UPDATE: Michelle McNamara’s book was released in February 2018. Now, almost two years to the date of 

McNamara’s death, police believe they have cracked the 44-year-old serial murder case. 72-year-old Joseph James 

DeAngelo, a former cop, was arrested at his home. He was never a suspect, but new technology helped to identify him. 

Investigators plugged the genetic profile of the Golden State Killer into a genealogical website and got a link to genetic 

material stored there by one of DeAngelo’s relatives. GEDmatch.com is an open source site that requires no subpoena. 

Police still needed his DNA to make a positive match, which they did by collecting a sample of his DNA from 

something he discarded in a public location. Many of his victims voiced their relief. This is what McNamara had always 

hoped for. DeAngelo was arraigned on two counts of murder in Sacramento County. He is also charged with murder in 

Ventura County and Orange County and more charges are expected. 08/22/20 UPDATE: In June 2020, Joseph James 

DeAngelo pled guilty to thirteen counts of murder and thirteen counts of kidnapping with robbery. In court, he was 

confronted by victims and the family members of victims; he offered an apology. Original on-screen text graphic: 

Michelle McNamara’s book is expected to be published in early 2018. The FBI urges anyone with information on the 

Golden State Killer to call 1-800-CALL-FBI, or go to tips.fbi.gov. No on-screen graphic for the 04/28/18 rebroadcast. 

On-screen text graphic for the 08/22/20 rebroadcast: Joseph DeAngelo was sentenced to life in prison without the 

possibility of parole. In November 2017, Patton Oswalt remarried. Interviewed: Patton Oswalt; Billy Jensen (true crime 

journalist); Paul Haynes (researcher); Larry Crompton (Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Dept.); Anne Marie Schubert 

(DA, Sacramento County); Paul Holes (cold case investigator); Jane Carson-Sadler (victim); Margaret Wardlow 

(youngest victim); Debbi Domingo (daughter of victim); Michelle Cruz (sister of victim); Larry Montgomery (1986 

investigator); Erika Hutchcraft (Orange County DA’s Sex Crimes Unit) (C: Tracy Smith – P: Susan Mallie, Lourdes 

Aguiar, Gayane Keshishyan Mendez, Lauren Clark; Producers for the 04/28/18 Updated Rebroadcast: Susan Mallie, 

Lourdes Aguiar; Producers for the 08/22/20 Updated Rebroadcast: Susan Mallie, Lourdes Aguiar, Lauren Clark) (OAD: 

04/22/17; 1st Rebroadcast: 04/28/18) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

08/22/20 48 HOURS: “The Plot to Kill Dr. Sievers” (10:00-11:00p) – a follow-up to “Eleven Hundred Miles to Murder” 

(OAD: 02/18/17), a report on the 2015 murder of Dr. Teresa Sievers, murdered in her Bonita Springs, Florida home and 

the subsequent investigation. Police initially suspected her husband Mark Sievers, but he had an airtight alibi. A tip led 

police on a 1,100-mile trek that took the case in an unexpected direction. Mark Sievers believed there might be a tie to 

other suspicious deaths of doctors around the country.  Eventually, Mark Sievers became a person of interest. Two 

months after the murder, police arrested two men in Missouri and charged them with Dr. Sievers’s murder: Curtis 

Wayne Wright and Jimmy Ray Rogers traveled from Missouri to Florida and murdered Dr. Sievers.  Wright, a close 

friend of Mark Sievers, told police that Mark had taken out five life insurance policies on Dr. Sievers, had an open 

marriage, money problems, and other serious issues. Eight months after the murder, Wright admitted to killing Dr. 

Sievers and accused Mark Sievers of being the mastermind behind the crime. Mark Sievers was then charged with the 

murder of his wife. Curtis Wayne Wright plead guilty to the second-degree murder of Teresa Sievers and testified that it 

was Mark’s idea to kill Teresa.  In exchange for his testimony, he will serve 25-years in prison. In October 2019, 

Rodgers went on trial and was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to life in prison. A month later while 

still maintain his innocence, Mark Sievers went on trial and was convicted of first-degree murder in the death of his 

wife. In addition to the guilty verdict, the jury asked the judge to sentence Sievers to death. On January 3, 2020, Mark 

Sievers was sentenced to death. On-screen text graphic: The Sievers daughters, now teenagers, are being raised by 

Teresa’s family. The judge denied Mark Sievers’ request for a new trial. Interviewed: Jessica Lipscomb, crime reporter, 

Naples Daily News; Sandra Hoskins, Dr. Sievers’s medical assistant; Connie Reiss Landy, Mark Sievers’s stepsister; 

Jennie Weckelman, Mark Sievers’s stepmother; Frank Pais, Dr. Sievers’s co-worker; Greg Bolin, childhood friend of 

Mark Siever and Curtis Wayne Wright; Tyler Juliette and Jeff Conway, Jimmy Ray Rodgers’ bosses. (See also: 48 

HOURS: “Eleven Hundred Miles to Murder”, OAD: 02/18/17; 1st rebroadcast: 08/12/17) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: 

Marcelena Spencer, Susan Mallie, Lisa Freed) (OAD: 02/15/20) 

08/29/20 48 HOURS: “The Life and Death of Amie Harwick” - a report on the death of Hollywood family therapist and 

author, Amie Harwick. On the morning of February 15, Los Angeles police responded to a call of a “women 

screaming;” they found 38-year-old Harwick lying unresponsive beneath the third-floor balcony of her home. Police 

found evidence of a struggle and forced entry. The cause of death was ruled to be blunt force injuries to the head and 

torso, with medical examiners finding evidence of strangulation. Harwick’s friends led investigators to her ex-

boyfriend, Gareth Pursehouse. After dating in 2011, the relationship allegedly turned abusive. In 2012, a restraining 

order was filed against Pursehouse by Harwick. At the time of her death, the restraining order against Pursehouse had 

expired. Four days after Harwick’s death, Pursehouse was charged with one count of murder and first-degree residential 

burglary with a special circumstance allegation of lying in wait. He could face a minimum sentence of life in prison 

without the possibility of parole, and possibly the death penalty. He has not yet entered a plea. The death of Harwick, 

who was once romantically linked to THE PRICE IS RIGHT host Drew Carey, has put a spotlight on domestic abuse. 

This broadcast also contains follow-up interviews with stalking victims Peggy and Katherine, both former 48 HOURS 

subjects. On-screen text graphic: Amie’s parents, Penny and Tom Harwick, provided this statement: “We are 

heartbroken. We lost a daughter, but the world lost one incredible woman. We would like to thank Amie’s amazing 

friends for all of their support. We consider them our family.” Learn more about stalking, what you can do to prevent it 

and what you can do if you’re being stalked. Go to 48hours.com. Interviewed: Robert Coshland, Amie’s best friend; 

Moushumi Ghose, therapist, friend and mentor of Amie’s; Hernando Chaves, therapist, friend of Amie’s; Ashley 

Williss, friend of Amie’s; Kris Mohandie, forensic psychologist; Glenn Francis, photographer, friend of Gareth’s; Rudy 

Torres, friend of Amie and Gareth’s; Danny Beck, Amie’s ex-boyfriend; Peggy and Katherine, stalking victims; 

Supervisor Detective Eric Reade, Los Angeles Police Department’s Threat Management Unit; Jessica Everleth, true-

crime television Executive Producer. (See also: 48 HOURS: “Stalking: Out of the Shadows” (9:00-10:00p) and 

“Stalked” (10:00-11:00p), OAD: 02/25/17; 1st Rebroadcast: 09/09/17) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: James Stolz, Liza Finley, 

Paul LaRosa, Susan Mallie) (OAD: 02/22/20) 

  



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

AUGUST 2020 

         Page 11 of 14 

 

   

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

08/11/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES (4:17 – 4:30p) – chyron ID: Biden Picks Sen. 

Kamala Harris As Vice Presidential Candidate - presumptive Democratic Presidential nominee Joe Biden has chosen 

California Senator Kamala Harris as his running mate. The announcement was made moments ago, via text message to 

supporters. Coverage includes: (1) analysis provided by Ed O’Keefe, including the reading of Biden’s text message 

announcement; (2) a report from Capitol Hill; (3) commentary from Valerie Jarrett; and (4) analysis provided by Robby 

Mook. Origination: CBS News Washington. Correspondents / Contributors / Analysts: Margaret Brennan (anchor, CBS 

News Washington), Ed O’Keefe (CBS News political correspondent, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (CBS 

News chief congressional correspondent, Capitol Hill); Valerie Jarrett (former Senior Adviser to President Obama); and 

Robby Mook (CBS News political analyst).  

 

08/12/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES (4:53 – 5:32p) – chyron ID: Biden And Harris Make 

First Public Appearance As Running Mates – live coverage of the first joint appearance of presumptive Democratic 

presidential nominee Joe Biden and his running mate, Senator Kamala Harris, at Alexis I. duPont High School in 

Wilmington, DE. Coverage includes Mr. Biden’s address, followed by one from Senator Harris. Preceded and followed 

by Correspondent’s commentary. Origination: Wilmington, Delaware. Correspondent: Margaret Brennan (anchor, CBS 

News Washington). 

 

08/24/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION (12:34 – 1:00p) – initial chyron 

ID: RNC Renominates President Trump – live coverage of President Donald Trump’s remarks after being renominated 

as the Republican Party’s presidential nominee. Trump on/off: 12:37 – interrupted in progress at 12:57p. Origination: 

Charlotte Convention Center, Charlotte, NC. Preceded and followed by correspondents’ commentary. Correspondents: 

Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Major Garrett (CBS News chief Washington correspondent, CBS 

News Washington); and Weijia Jiang (White House). 

 

CAMPAIGN 2020: DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 

 

08/17/20 CBS NEWS: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES: DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION - live coverage of the 

10:00 - 11:00p hour of the first night the Democratic National Convention. Originally scheduled for July in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, it was pushed back because of the coronavirus pandemic. No official business will be conducted at the 

Wisconsin Center. Instead, the virtual convention is being held at locations across the country, with live and pre-

recorded appearances. In addition to ongoing commentary, analysis, and reporting by CBS News Correspondents, 

coverage includes: (1) earlier footage of Representative Bennie Thompson (D-MS), as he officially gavels in the 

convention remotely from Jackson, MS; (2) former Republican Congresswoman Susan Molinari’s address (joined in 

progress); (3) former Republican Ohio Governor John Kasich’s pre-recorded address from Westerville, OH; (4) New 

York Democratic Governor Andrew Cuomo’s pre-recorded  remarks from Albany, NY; (5) live coverage of Minnesota 

Senator Amy Klobuchar’s (D-MN) remarks from St. Paul, MN (joined in progress); (6) live coverage of Senator Bernie 

Sanders’ (I-VT) address from Burlington, VT; (7) former First Lady Michelle Obama’s pre-recorded address to the 

convention; (8) Elaine Quijano’s preview of continuing convention coverage on CBSN. Correspondents / Contributors / 

Analysts: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, Washington DC studio); John Dickerson (CBS News senior political analyst, 

correspondent, 60 MINUTES, Washington DC studio); Maria Elena Salinas (CBS News contributor, Washington DC 

studio); Jamal Simmons (CBS News political contributor, Washington DC studio); Nikole Killion (CBS News 

correspondent, Wilmington, DE); Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, Washington, DC); Valerie Jarrett 

(former Senior Adviser to President Obama, Chicago, IL); Anthony Salvanto (CBS News elections and surveys 

director, CBS News Election Data Center); Ed O’Keefe (CBS News political correspondent, CBS News Washington); 

and Major Garrett (CBS News chief Washington correspondent, White House). 
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CAMPAIGN 2020: DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION (continued) 

 

08/18/20 CBS NEWS: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES: DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION - live coverage of the 

10:00 - 11:00p hour of the second night of the virtual Democratic National Convention. In addition to ongoing 

commentary, analysis, and reporting by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) excerpts from earlier tonight 

of Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) nominating Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) for President of the 

United States of America, and Jacquelyn Brittany, a security guard Joe Biden met on a New York City elevator, 

officially nominating the former vice president; (2) an excerpt of former President Jimmy Carter’s pre-recorded (voice 

only) address to the DNC from earlier tonight; (3) an excerpt of former President Bill Clinton’s pre-recorded address to 

the DNC from earlier tonight, delivered from his home in Chappaqua, NY; (4) Joe Biden’s official nomination by the 

Democratic Party; (5) Biden family celebration at Brandywine High School in Wilmington, DE; (6) former Secretary of 

State John Kerry’s address, live from Boston, MA; (7) former Secretary of State Colin Powell’s pre-recorded address 

from Washington, DC (joined in progress); (8) video highlighting the friendship between Joe Biden and the late Senator 

John McCain (R-AZ), which includes audio commentary from Cindy McCain, Ted Kaufman, Cecilia Munoz, and Ron 

Klain (joined in progress); (9) an excerpt of Rita Braver’s recent interview with Dr, Jill Biden for CBS SUNDAY 

MORNING (OAD: 08/09/20); (10) Jill Biden’s live address to the convention from Brandywine High School in 

Wilmington, DE; (11) Joe Biden’s endorsement of Jill as the next first lady; and (12) Elaine Quijano’s preview of 

continuing convention coverage on CBSN. Correspondents / Contributors / Analysts: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, 

Washington DC studio); Margaret Brennan (CBS News senior foreign affairs correspondent, moderator, FACE THE 

NATION, Washington DC studio); Ed O’Keefe (Wilmington, DE); Anthony Salvanto (CBS News Election Data 

Center); John Dickerson (Washington, DC studio); Reince Priebus (Washington, DC); Jamal Simmons (Washington, 

DC studio); and Maria Elena Salinas. 

 

08/19/20 CBS NEWS: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES: DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION - live coverage of the 

10:00 - 11:00p hour of the third night of the virtual Democratic National Convention. In addition to ongoing 

commentary, analysis, and reporting by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) an excerpt from earlier 

tonight, of Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA) ‘kicking off’ tonight’s event; (2) an excerpt of former Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton’s pre-recorded address to the DNC from earlier tonight, delivered from her home in Chappaqua, NY;  

(3) live coverage of Senator Elizabeth Warren’s (D-MA) address to the virtual DNC from Springfield, MA; (4) an 

excerpt of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s remarks from a short time ago in San Francisco, CA; (5) live coverage of 

former President Barack Obama’s DNC address from the Museum of the American Revolution in Philadelphia, PA; (6) 

video honoring VP nominee Senator Kamala Harris by her sister, niece, and stepdaughter (joined in progress); (7) DNC 

video introducing Senator Harris, the first woman of color to be nominated for national office by a major political party; 

and (8) live coverage of VP nominee Senator Kamala Harris’ address formally accepting the nomination to the virtual 

DNC from the Chase Center On The Riverfront, Wilmington, DE. At the conclusion of her address, Joe Biden, Dr. Jill 

Biden, and Harris’ husband, Douglas Emhoff, join her on stage. Correspondents / Contributors / Analysts: Norah 

O’Donnell (anchor, Washington, DC studio); Ed O’Keefe (Wilmington, DE); Nikole Killion (Wilmington, DE); John 

Dickerson (Washington, DC studio); Anthony Salvanto (CBS News Election Data Center); Maria Elena Salinas 

(Washington, DC studio); and Jamal Simmons (Washington, DC studio). 
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CAMPAIGN 2020: DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION (continued) 

 

08/20/20 CBS NEWS: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES: DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION - live coverage of the 

final portion of the fourth and final night of the virtual Democratic National Convention. In addition to ongoing 

commentary, analysis, and reporting by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) Senator Tammy 

Duckworth’s (D-IL) address, live from Washington, DC; (2) former South Bend, IN Mayor Pete Buttigieg’s DNC 

address, live from South Bend; (3) an excerpt from minutes ago, of World War II veteran Ed Good delivering remarks 

from Farmington Hills, MI; (4) live coverage of former New York City Mayor Mike Bloomberg’s address to the virtual 

DNC; (5) remarks from Brayden Harrington, a 13-year-old Biden supporter from Concord, NH, who met Biden months 

earlier and like Biden, also struggles with his stutter; (6) excerpts from tonight’s earlier tribute, of a performance by 

Common and John Legend and the DNC video, to the late civil rights icon and Georgia Representative John Lewis; (7) 

an excerpt of a video honoring Joe Biden by his children, Ashley and Hunter Biden. Also includes video of the late 

Beau Biden introducing his father at past conventions (joined and interrupted in progress); (8) video profile of Joe 

Biden, narrated by Major Garrett; (9) live coverage of Joe Biden’s address, accepting the Democratic nomination, from 

the Chase Center On The Riverfront, Wilmington, DE. At the conclusion of his address, Dr. Jill Biden, Senator Kamala 

Harris and her husband, Douglas Emhoff, join him. They then venture outside the Chase Center, to take the stage and 

view the fireworks with supporters at the tailgate party (interrupted in progress). Correspondents / Contributors / 

Analysts: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, Washington, DC studio); Margaret Brennan (Washington, DC studio); Ed O’Keefe 

(Wilmington, DE); Anthony Salvanto (CBS News Election Data Center); John Dickerson (Washington, DC studio); 

Jamal Simmons (Washington, DC studio); and Maria Elena Salinas. 

 

CAMPAIGN 2020: REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION 

 

08/24/20 CBS NEWS: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES: REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION – live coverage of the 

10:00 - 11:00p hour of the first night of the Republican National Convention. Originally scheduled for July, it was 

pushed back because of the coronavirus pandemic. The official business for the convention was held in Charlotte, NC, 

with the remaining events scheduled at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, the White House, other locations in 

Washington, DC, or around the country. The use of the White House as a setting for a convention is unconventional. In 

addition to ongoing commentary, analysis, and reporting by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) a brief 

recorded excerpt from earlier today of President Trump’s address to the delegates in Charlotte, NC; (2) RNC video of 

President Trump speaking with Pastor Andrew Brunson, Sam Goodwin, Michael White, Joshua and Tamara Holt, and 

Pastor Bryan Nerran at the White House – all former hostages freed during the Trump administration (joined in 

progress); (3) footage of Florida businessman Maximo Alvarez’ address to the RNC from the Andrew W. Mellon 

Auditorium (joined and interrupted in progress); (4) live coverage of former U.N. ambassador Nikki Haley’s address to 

the RNC from the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium; (5) Donald Trump Jr.’s address to the RNC from the Andrew W. 

Mellon Auditorium; and (6) live coverage of Senator Tim Scott’s (R-SC) remarks to the RNC from the Andrew W. 

Mellon Auditorium. Correspondents / Analysts / Contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, Washington, DC studio); 

Major Garrett (Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, Washington DC); John Dickerson (CBS News senior political analyst, 

correspondent, 60 MINUTES, Washington, DC studio); Reince Priebus (CBS News political analyst, former RNC 

chairman, former chief of staff, Trump administration, Washington, DC studio); Maria Elena Salinas (CBS News 

contributor, Washington, DC studio); and Joel Payne (CBS News political contributor, Democratic strategist, director of 

African-American advertising, Hillary Clinton’s 2016 campaign). 
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CAMPAIGN 2020: REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION (continued) 

 

08/25/20 CBS NEWS: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES: REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION – live coverage of the 

10:00 - 11:00p hour of the second night of the Republican National Convention. In addition to ongoing commentary, 

analysis, and reporting by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) RNC video of President Trump taking 

part in a naturalization ceremony at the White House, with acting Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf; (2) Eric 

Trump’s RNC address from the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium in Washington, DC; (3) an excerpt from earlier tonight 

of Tiffany Trump’s RNC address from Washington, DC; (4) live coverage of Kentucky Attorney General Daniel 

Cameron’s RNC address from the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium (joined in progress); (5) Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo’s address to the RNC from Jerusalem (joined in progress); and (6) live coverage of First Lady Melania 

Trump’s RNC address from the newly renovated Rose Garden at the White House. Correspondents / Analysts / 

Contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, Washington, DC studio); Paula Reid (CBS News White House correspondent, 

White House); Margaret Brennan (CBS News senior foreign affairs correspondent, moderator, FACE THE NATION, 

Washington, DC studio); John Dickerson (Washington, DC studio); Reince Priebus (Washington, DC studio); and Joel 

Payne. 

 

08/26/20 CBS NEWS: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES: REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION – live coverage of the 

10:00 - 11:00p hour of the third night of the Republican National Convention. In addition to ongoing commentary, 

analysis, and reporting by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) Lara Trump’s RNC address from 

Washington, DC; (2) CBS NEWS: Tracking Laura - a live report tracking Hurricane Laura from Lake Charles, LA; (3) 

an excerpt of former Acting Director of National Intelligence Richard Grenell’s RNC address from Washington, DC 

(joined and interrupted in progress); and (4) Vice President Mike Pence’s address to the Convention, live from Fort 

McHenry in Baltimore, MD. At the conclusion of his address, he is first joined by President Trump on stage, followed 

by First Lady Melania Trump and Second Lady Karen Pence, where they listen to Trace Adkins perform “The Star-

Spangled Banner.” Correspondents / Analysts / Contributors: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, Washington, DC studio); Ben 

Tracy (Fort McHenry, Baltimore, MD); Omar Villafranca (CBS News correspondent, Lake Charles, LA); John 

Dickerson (Washington, DC studio); Reince Priebus (Washington, DC studio); Maria Elena Salinas (Washington, DC 

studio); and Joel Payne. 

 

08/27/20 CBS NEWS: 2020 AMERICA DECIDES: REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION – live coverage of the 

final portion of the fourth and final night of the Republican National Convention. In addition to ongoing commentary, 

analysis, and reporting by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) Ivanka Trump’s address to the 

Convention, and introduction of father, live from the South Lawn of the White House; and (2) President Trump’s 

acceptance speech, live from the White House South Lawn. At the conclusion of his address, coverage includes the 

fireworks display on the National Mall, which is government property. Correspondents / Analysts / Contributors: Norah 

O’Donnell (anchor, Washington, DC studio); Weijia Jiang (CBS News White House correspondent, White House); 

John Dickerson (Washington, DC studio); and Joel Payne (Washington, DC studio). 
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FACE THE NATION 

 

09/06/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign 

correspondent (2); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (3); Mohamed El-Erian, Chief Economic Adviser, 

Allianz (4); Wesley Lowery, correspondent, 60 in 6 (5); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys director 

(6); Ed O’Keefe, CBS News political correspondent (7); David Rubenstein, Co-Founder & Co-Executive Chairman, 

The Carlyle Group, author, "How to Lead: Wisdom from the World's Greatest CEOs, Founders, and Game Changers" 

(8) 

 Guest Moderator: John Dickerson, correspondent, 60 MINUTES 

 1) a report from Atlanta on potential coronavirus spikes from Labor Day activities and impending school reopenings. 

 2) a report from London on the second wave of coronavirus infections in Australia and France. 

 3) Topics include: potential for more aggressive coronavirus transmission in fall and winter months / potential timeline 

for inoculation of at-risk groups with coronavirus vaccine / importance of continuing mask-wearing and social 

distancing 

 4) Topics include: slow rate of economic improvement since the start of the pandemic / longer recovery for industries 

that require physical presence, exacerbating inequality / balancing the ability to reopen the economy with workers’ 

willingness to participate / balancing the need to provide economic support with expanding the federal deficit / the 

Federal Reserve’s role in maintaining economic momentum 

 5) Topics include: protests against police violence in Kenosha, WI and the greater southeast Wisconsin area / racial 

tensions exacerbated by economic tensions / mental state of Raysean White for recording and releasing footage of the 

Jacob Blake shooting 

 6) CBS News Battleground Tracker topics include: Joe Biden’s lead over President Trump in several states / potential 

focus on voter turnout due to lack of swing voters / President Trump’s reelection being hampered by his coronavirus 

response / President Trump’s attempt to shift attention to violent protests 

 7) Topics include: article in The Atlantic about President Trump disparaging the military / Joe Biden’s focus on violent 

protestors in Kenosha, WI / importance of sending Senator Kamala Harris to Kenosha to campaign 

 8) Topics include: preferred characteristics of a Presidential candidate, especially humility / importance of persuasion 

for successful leaders / lifetime experiences that mold a person to be a successful leader / difference between the 

Presidency and other leadership roles 

 

09/13/20 Guests: Governor Kate Brown (D-OR) (1); Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (2); Albert Bourla, 

Chairman & CEO, Pfizer (3); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (4) (6); Sue Gordon, former Principal 

Deputy Director of National Intelligence (7); Scott Kirby, CEO, United Airlines (8); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News 

elections and surveys director (8) 

 Guest Interviewer: Scott Pelley, correspondent, 60 MINUTES (5) 

 1) Topics include: potential high number of fatalities from Oregon wildfires / the role of climate change in exacerbating 

wildfires / land management’s role in mitigating wildfire conditions / absentee voting for residents who have been 

displaced from their homes 

 2) a report from Atlanta on how the West Coast is coping with wildfires and the coronavirus pandemic. 

 3) Topics include: likelihood of vaccine effectiveness results in October / parameters for vaccine testing / concerns over 

FDA potentially approving unsafe vaccines / Pfizer’s risk in not accepting government funds for vaccine development 

 4) Topics include: likelihood of vaccine availability before 2021 / concerns over rushed vaccine approval due to 

political pressure 

 5) a brief videotaped excerpt of tonight’s 60 MINUTES interview with Bob Woodward about his new book, “Rage” 

 6) Topics include: lack of clear and consistent public messaging from all levels of government regarding COVID-19 

7) Topics include: the threat of foreign interference in the 2020 election / President Trump’s using his influence to 

spread doubt about fair elections / Russia’s interest in interfering with elections / strengths of the overall electoral 

system / precautions for voters to avoid being personally manipulated 

 8) Topics include: expected layoffs in the airlines industry / necessity for government assistance to support the airline 

industry / inability for the travel industry to recover before a vaccine is available / attempts to coordinate testing with 

other nations and reopen borders / airline precautions that have made flights safe 

 9) CBS News Battleground Tracker topics include: Joe Biden’s lead over President Trump due to coronavirus concerns 

/ President Trump’s advantage on economic issues / voters choosing Joe Biden as a vote against President Trump / 

opposing views over protests in Minnesota 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

09/20/20 Ruth Bader Ginsburg | 1933-2020 

Guests: Jan Crawford, CBS News chief legal correspondent (1); Nancy Cordes, CBS news chief congressional 

correspondent (2); former President Bill Clinton (3); Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO) (4); Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) (5); 

Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (6); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent 

(7); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (8) 

 1) Topics include: potential Supreme Court candidates for President Trump to nominate / upcoming Supreme Court 

hearing on the Affordable Care Act / potential for a contested election case similar to Bush v. Gore 

 2) Topics include: Republicans desire to confirm a new Justice before the Presidential election / lack of tools for 

Democrats to slow a nomination 

 3) Topics include: qualities that made Ruth Bader Ginsburg a good Supreme Court candidate / Republicans refusal to 

vote on Merrick Garland during President Obama’s last term / potential of a Supreme Court pick to influence voters 

 4) Topics include: President Trump ignoring Justice Ginsburg’s final wish to delay nominating a replacement / 

accusations of Republican hypocrisy due to the rush for a new nominee / potential nominees such as Amy Coney Barrett 

and Barbara Lagoa 

 5) Topics include: potential tactics available to Democrats to slow a Supreme Court nomination / the damage done to 

the Senate’s reputation by refusing to hold a vote on Merrick Garland in 2016 / Joe Biden’s potential Supreme Court 

nominees / potential addition of more Justices to the Supreme Court 

 6) a report from Atlanta on the number of coronavirus deaths, especially in Texas, and its effects on the Presidential 

election. 

 7) a report from London on surging coronavirus infections in Europe. 

 8) Topics include: potential for an addition coronavirus surge in the fall or winter / coronavirus infections spiking in the 

South and Midwest / disagreement between President Trump and the CDC about the timeline for a vaccine / potential 

for President Trump to influence FDA vaccine approval protocols 

9) Margaret Brennan’s look back at the life and legacy of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who died Friday at the age of 87 

 

09/27/20 Guests: Mark Meadows, White House chief of staff (1); Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) (2); Jeh Johnson, former 

Secretary of Homeland Security (3); Don McGahn, former White House counsel (4); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 

Commissioner (5); Doug Parker, CEO, American Airlines (6); Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent 

(7); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys director (8) 

 1) Topics include: Republican efforts to appoint a new Supreme Court Justice before Election Day / coronavirus 

infection rates going into cold weather months / effects of coronavirus on voter turnout / Trump administration 

challenges to stricter vaccine protocols proposed by the FDA / FBI Director Wray’s comments denying evidence of 

voter fraud / President Trump’s comments denigrating mail-in voting 

 2) Topics include: objections to President Trump appointing a new Supreme Court Justice so close to Election Day / the 

Trump administration’s upcoming Supreme Court case over the Affordable Care Act / President Trump attempting to 

stack the Court in the event of losing re-election /  concerns over Amy Coney Barrett’s partisan positions / concerns of 

anti-Catholic bigotry in Judge Barrett’s confirmation hearings 

 3) Topics include: President Trump casting doubt on the security of mail-in voting / concerns about election interference 

from Russia / Hillary Clinton’s comments that Joe Biden should not concede on Election Night / the charges against 

officers involved in the shooting of Breonna Taylor 

 4) Topics include: reasons why Brett Kavanaugh was chosen over Judge Barrett for the last Supreme Court nomination / 

the inaccurate perception that Judge Barrett’s nomination is being rushed / the record number of Federal Appeals Court 

judges appointed by President Trump 

 5) Topics include: uncertainty over whether coronavirus infection increases are temporary or the start of a new rise / 

FDA protocols regarding vaccine production / potential effectiveness of a coronavirus vaccine / long-term effects of 

coronavirus infection following recovery 

 6) Topics include: airlines furloughing or laying off staff despite receiving government assistance loans / attempts to 

push for additional payroll protection funding / gradual return of customers to air travel 

 7) a report from Atlanta on Georgia’s shift away from being a reliable Republican state in the election. 

8) Topics include: importance of filling the Supreme Court to voters / Senator Lindsey Graham’s tight race with Democrat 

Jaime Harrison / increase in the amount of early voting 
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60 MINUTES 

 

09/06/20 “The Ranger and the Serial Killer” – an interview with Texas Ranger James Holland. Over the last year and a half, 

Holland coaxed serial killer Samuel Little to confess to ninety-three murders. Undetected for nearly half a century, Little 

was a drifter from Ohio who the FBI are now calling the most prolific serial killer in U.S. history. Little preyed on those 

at the fringes of society, allowing him to go unnoticed. After a suspicious cold case prompted his further inquiry into 

Little, Holland enabled judges and prosecutors across the country to close long-standing cases by speaking to Little over 

the course of seven hundred hours of interviews. By making Little comfortable, Holland was rewarded with detailed 

stories and drawings of the victims, all of whom Little says he still remembers vividly. Includes interviews with Damien, 

victim Denise Brother’s son; Christie Palazzolo of the FBI and Angela Williamson of Department of Justice, violent 

crimes analysts; District Attorney Bobby Bland; and a phone interview with Little. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Draggan 

Mihailovich, Jacqueline Williams, Claire St. Amant) (OAD: 10/06/19. This rebroadcast includes an update.) 

 “Mind Reading” – a report on new research and technologies allowing scientists to observe the physical action that takes 

place inside the brain when we think. Functional MRI scanning can observe neuron activity in the brain, and scientists 

have begun to study that activity – finding patterns in human brains related to different emotions. Research showed that 

those patterns remained consistent across language divides. Scientists wonder if these patterns can be recoded, and have 

been researching how the discovered patterns may differ in people with autism or those contemplating suicide. Includes 

interviews with Marcel Just, a neuroscientist; Jamie Woods, 60 MINUTES associate producer; David Brent, a psychiatrist 

at the University of Pittsburgh; Matt Nock, a Harvard Professor; and Dan Toski, a former patient of Brent’s clinic. (See 

also: “Mind Reading”, OAD: 01/04/09) (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein) (OAD:  11/24/19. This rebroadcast 

includes an update.) 

 “The Resurrection of St. Nicholas” – a report on the Greek Orthodox Church of St. Nicholas in New York City, which 

is still under construction after being destroyed on 9/11. The church plans to reopen next year, on the twentieth 

anniversary. Includes interviews with Bill Tarazonas, the last caretaker of St. Nicholas; Regina Katopodis, whose father 

was president of the church; Anthoula Katsimatides, whose brother died in the church on 9/11; Father Jeremiah, of the 

Xenophontos Monastery; Father Lukas, master iconographer; Santiago Calatrava, designer of the church at ground zero; 

and Archbishop Demetrios, former elder archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. (See also: “The 

People Behind The Mosque”, OAD: 09/26/10; and “Mount Athos”, OAD: 04/24/11) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Ashley Velie, 

Dina Zingaro) (OAD: 04/12/20. This rebroadcast includes an update.) 

 

09/13/20 “Mr. Woodward? The President” – an interview with Bob Woodward. He discusses his interviews with President 

Trump, conducted for his new book Rage. Woodward reflects on topics from their conversations, including Trump's initial 

response to the coronavirus in January when he was first made aware of the impending outbreak. He also discusses other 

important moments in Trump's presidency, including his responses to North Korea and the Black Lives Matter movement. 

(C: Scott Pelley – P: Aaron Weisz) 

 “Spilling Across The Border” – a report on the presence of raw sewage in Southern California’s oceans that has spread 

from nearby Tijuana, Mexico. Communities on both sides of the border are at risk due to the contaminated water, though 

few precautions have been taken to assure safety. Includes interviews with Amber Craig, a border patrol agent; Fay 

Crevoshay, an environmentalist with Wildcoast; Mark West, retired Naval Officer; Alex Lopez, Kyle Buckett, Bill 

Lyman, and Steve Viola, retired SEALs; and Serge Dedina, mayor of Imperial Beach, California and executive director 

of Wildcoast. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On, Natalie Jimenez Peel) (OAD: 05/31/20. This rebroadcast includes an 

update.) 

 “Joaquin Phoenix” – a profile of actor Joaquin Phoenix. The enigmatic star earned critical acclaim for playing dark, 

intense characters. Shying away from fame, Phoenix abstains from social media and is notoriously tough to interview. 

Though widely considered one of the most talented actors of his generation, he says he deals with performance anxiety 

and also dislikes rehearsing. Phoenix remains close with his family, who he says has helped him stay grounded throughout 

his unconventional career. Includes interviews with Rain Phoenix, his brother; and Heart Phoenix, his mother. (C: 

Anderson Cooper – P: Nichole Marks, David M. Levine) (OAD: 01/12/20. This rebroadcast includes an update.) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

09/20/20 53rd Season Premiere 

“The Battle for the Ballot” – a report on the high volume of mail-in ballots expected during the 2020 election as a result 

of coronavirus concerns. Election boards face logistical and legislative barriers that have increased the pressure for them 

to establish strong voting protocols and ensure a partisan election process. Includes interviews with Al Schmidt, City 

Commissioner of Philadelphia; Angelique Hinton, voting advocate; Josh Shapiro, Pennsylvania attorney general; Senator 

Jake Corman (R-PA); and Representative Malcolm Kenyatta (D-PA). (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman, Ali Rawaf) 

“H.R. McMaster” – an interview with former national security advisor H.R. McMaster. He discusses the need for 

American unity in the face of challenges that stem from foreign policy, including America’s relationships with China, 

Russia, and Afghanistan. McMaster also considers his former job in light of both new and ongoing threats to America, 

like climate change and coronavirus response. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Maria Gavrilovic) 

“Coach O and the Sideways Season” – a profile of Ed Orgeron, head coach of the Louisiana State University football 

team and a Louisiana native himself. Following a 2019 National Championship, Orgeron and his team face unique 

challenges with a new season beginning in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. Orgeron encouraged the NCAA to 

proceed with the 2020 football season during the pandemic while he has accepted the risks that his organization and 

players face. Includes interviews with Tyler Shelvin, an LSU football player and Coco Orgeron, Ed’s mother. (C: Jon 

Wertheim – P: Nathalie Sommer) 

“Ender” – Ruth Bader Ginsburg 1933-2020 – remembering Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who died Friday. 

 

09/27/20 “Florida’s Amendment” – a report on Florida's Amendment 4, which allows many ex-felons the right to vote. Earlier 

this year a law was passed which restricted the voting rights of citizens who had previously been allowed under 

Amendment 4. The law, called SB 7066, restricts anyone with financial debt from voting under the amendment. Though 

many see the law as biased and over-restrictive, with many ex-felons unable to even find out how much money they do 

owe, efforts to fight the law have been resisted by Florida lawmakers. Includes interviews with Desmond Meade, voting 

rights activist and Executive Director of the Florida Rights Restoration Coalition; Pastor Clifford Tyson, who sued after 

being unable to vote; Senator Jeff Brandes (R-FL); and Chaz, a voting rights activist. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-

On) 

“The Wall” – a report on the obstacles facing Fisher Sand and Gravel, a construction company contracted a deal to build 

a large section of the wall along the U.S. - Mexico border. The owner of the company, Tommy Fisher, has faced criticism 

for the methods through which he obtained the deal, and for the quality of the barriers that have been erected so far. 

Includes interviews with Javier Pena, an attorney who represents neighboring landowners; Father Roy Snipes, a local 

priest who opposed the Trump wall; Marianna Trevino-Wright, Executive Director of the National Butterfly Center; Rudy 

Karisch, recently retired station chief for the Border Patrol in the Rio Grande Valley; and Congressman Bennie Thompson 

(D-MS).  (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Oriana Zill de Granados) 

“Sir David” – an interview with the prominent naturalist and broadcaster Sir David Attenborough. Attenborough has 

dedicated his life's work to environmental advocacy in the face of impending environmental destruction. His latest 

documentary explores climate change. (See also: “Sir David Attenborough”, OAD: 11/10/02 and “Spy On The Ice”, 

OAD: 03/06/11) (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Michael H. Gavshon) 
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48 HOURS 

 

09/05/20 48 HOURS: “Dead Ringer” - a report about former pro boxer Ramon Sosa, the potential victim in a murder-for-hire 

scheme, who with the help of law enforcement agents, managed to survive -- all the while setting up a sting operation to 

catch those responsible. Sosa owned the popular Woodlands Boxing and Fitness in Montgomery County, Texas. He had 

a family and a beautiful second wife who helped him run their booming business. After six years together, things began 

to sour between Sosa and his wife -- he learned of a divorce attorney and missing money from the business. And then 

someone wanted him dead. A friend of Sosa’s named Mundo, who worked out at the gym, overheard Sosa’s wife Lulu 

and was sure she had murder on her mind. They came up with a sting operation to protect the boxer, in which Mundo 

posed as a hit man. When they had evidence, they contacted the police, who then took over the case. Mundo still played 

along, agreeing to kill Sosa, and provided photographic proof of the death. Police staged the death scene, with Sosa’s 

“dead body” photographed in a ditch with a bullet hole in the head. Lulu Sosa was arrested, and claimed she was 

innocent. She was charged with solicitation of capital murder. After 15 months, she gave up the fight and agreed to a 

plea deal to reduced charges and twenty years in prison. Original on-screen text graphic: Lulu Sosa comes up for parole 

once a year. This past Tuesday, she was denied parole for a second time. On-screen text graphic for the 07/20/19 and 

09/05/20 rebroadcasts: Lulu Sosa comes up for parole once a year. Her next hearing is scheduled for later this month. 

Ramon Sosa published his story in a book called “I Walked on My Own Grave.” Interviewed: Ramon Sosa; “Mundo”; 

Beth Blair (friend of the Sosa’s); Raul Marquez (former Olympic boxer/friend of Ramon’s); Natasha Flores (friend of 

Lulu’s); Julio Joglar (Lulu’s divorce attorney); Mike Atkins (Lieutenant, Precinct Three Constable’s Office, 

Montgomery, County, Texas). (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Susan Mallie, Jennifer Terker, Claire St. Amant) (OAD: 

10/13/18; 1st Rebroadcast: 07/20/19) 

 

09/09/20 48 HOURS SUSPICION: “The Tiger King Mystery” (10:00 – 11:00p) –   a report on the disappearance of Don 

Lewis, whose body has never been found. A self-made millionaire, he was married to Carole Lewis. Together they ran 

“Wildlife on Easy Street” in Tampa, Florida -- billed as an exhibit space for big cats. In August 1997, Don vanished 

while supposedly traveling to Costa Rica. Though Carole was not an official suspect, his ex-wife, daughters, and other 

friends and associates were suspicious and claimed that Carole and Don’s marriage was troubled. Carole had Don 

declared legally dead in 2002. In 2004, Carole Lewis became Carole Baskin when she married attorney and 

businessman Howard Baskin. With his help, Carole changed the name and mission of the animal exhibit; now called 

“Big Cat Rescue”, it is a sanctuary focusing on animal rights. Interest was renewed in Don’s disappearance due to the 

Netflix series “Tiger King”, which chronicles an Oklahoma-based, eccentric big-cat owner named Joseph Schreibvogel, 

better known as Joe Exotic, and his battle with Carole who sought to shut him down. Throughout the series and on his 

own YouTube channel, Joe, the self-proclaimed Tiger King, alleged Carole had murdered Don in 1997 and fed him to 

their tigers. In 2019, Joe was convicted and sent to prison for, among other things, hiring a hitman to kill Carole. 

Currently, there are no suspects in the disappearance of Don Lewis. On-screen text graphic: If you have any 

information, please call the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office at (813) 247-8200. Joe Exotic’s lawyer says he plans 

to ask President Trump for a pardon. Interviewed: Julie Miller, senior feature writer, Vanity Fair; Gladys Lewis Cross, 

Don’s ex-wife; Anne McQueen, Don’s employee; Lynda Sanchez, Donna Pettis, and Gale Rathbone – Don and Gladys’ 

daughters; Joseph Fritz, Don’s former lawyer; Joe Solan, pilot; Leonora LaPeter Anton, reporter, CBS News consultant; 

Trish Farr-Payne, ex-wife of Kenny Farr, who claims Kenny, a handyman for the Lewis’, may have been connected to 

Don’s disappearance; and John Phillips, attorney representing Doris’ daughters and Anne McQueen. (C: Richard 

Schlesinger – P: Chuck Stevenson, Stephanie Slifer) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

09/12/20 48 HOURS: “Home Renovation Homicide” - a report on the murder of Shanti Cooper in Orlando, FL, for which her 

husband Dave Tronnes is suspected, allegedly over the ownership of a house undergoing years of renovations. In 2013, 

Shanti Cooper began an online relationship with Dave Tronnes that quickly blossomed. After just a few months, Dave 

moved from Minneapolis, MN to Orlando, FL to be with her. In 2015 the pair would move to a new home and begin 

renovations, which Shanti paid for. Keith Ori, host of a house-flipping television show, had difficulty getting the two to 

appear on camera together. According to prosecutor Ryan Vescio, the animosity came from Dave’s refusal to make 

Shanti a beneficiary to the trust that owned that house, effectively making him the sole owner. On April 24 th, Dave 

called 911 after returning home in the afternoon and finding Shanti dead in the bathtub. In the lengthy police interview 

that followed, detectives questioned inconsistencies in his story: Shanti had numerous injuries on her person 

inconsistent with falling; there was no water on her or around the tub; and there was blood on the bed, which Dave 

dismissed as being from Shanti’s period. An autopsy would later find strangulation as the cause of death. Dave agreed 

to a polygraph, but due to the late hours, police could not find anyone to administer one and released him. Searching for 

a motive, police received a tip that Dave was a member at a local bathhouse and interviewed an employee who claimed 

to have seen Dave having sex with another patron. Dave maintained that Shanti was killed in a robbery and cited her 

missing diamond engagement ring as proof. In August 2018, Dave was arrested for Shanti’s murder. A search of the 

home he was staying at produced the missing ring. In November 2018, police interviewed Dave’s ex-wife, Carole, about 

her health conditions, which her loved one suspected was from Dave poisoning her. Carole denied this. A surveillance 

camera that police had set up at the couple’s property captured footage of investigators hired by Dave’s original defense 

team. Those lawyers eventually revealed to Vescio that they had two pieces of evidence that had been removed from the 

house: bedsheets with Shanti’s blood on them and a green cord. Tests could not determine if the cord was used to 

strangle Shanti. Police would also interview Edward Gismondi, who met Dave in a jail housing unit. Gismondi stated 

that Dave told him how certain hallucinogens could be used to poison a person’s food. He also told police Dave 

confessed to killing Shanti after she found messages on his phone pointing to an affair. However, police were unable to 

corroborate Gismondi’s claims. In 2019 Ryan Vescio left his position as a prosecutor and became counsel for Shanti’s 

estate in order to make sure her assets went to her son. Dave is awaiting trial. On-screen text graphic: Shanti's son 

Jackson lives with her ex-husband Jim Cooper. Dave Tronnes still owns the house. Interviewed: Tara Stevens, realtor; 

Ryan Vescio, former prosecutor, Orlando State Attorney’s office; Cindy Dow, Shanti’s relative; Keith Ori, home 

renovator and TV host; Richard Zaleski, Dave’s attorney; Dan Dow, Shanti’s relative; Edward Grismondi, informant. 

(C: Erin Moriarty – P: Paul La Rosa, Dena Goldstein) 

09/19/20 48 HOURS: “The Final Hours of Cayley Mandadi” - a report on the murder of a Trinity College student Cayley 

Mandadi, allegedly by one of the two men she was involved with. In October 2017, Cayley Mandadi was rushed to the 

emergency room by Mark Howerton, a man she had been having a relationship with. After leaving a music festival and 

having sex, Mark claimed she stopped breathing. Medical staff were unable to revive Cayley. Three months later, an 

autopsy concluded she had died from blunt force trauma to the face and head, leading to Mark’s arrest for murder and 

sexual assault. At trial, the prosecution presented witnesses from the night at the emergency room that noted bruises on 

Cayley’s legs and redness on Mark’s hands, and cited the fact that Mark had changed his story about where he and 

Cayley had sex. Friends of Cayley and a Trinity College security officer testified about Mark’s violent outbursts, 

including an incident that led to him being barred from campus. Jett Birchum, the other man Cayley had been involved 

with, testified that Cayley had agreed to break up with Mark at the music festival and that he witnessed Mark forcing 

her to leave with him. Mark’s attorney, John Hunter, questioned Jett’s credibility as he had given different testimony in 

court than he had to police and the grand jury. He also pressed Jett on the immunity deal he made with prosecutors over 

Jett’s alleged involvement in dealing drugs. Defense witnesses rebuked the autopsy: a forensic pathologist stated a skull 

fracture was consistent with a fall and a pharmacology expert testified that the large amount of MDMA in Cayley’s 

system could have led to hemorrhages and bruising. After 10 hours of deliberation over two days, a mistrial was 

declared. However, the prosecution plans to retry the case. Alison Steele, Cayley’s mother, worked to pass the CLEAR 

alert bill in Texas, which allows for emergency texts for missing persons between 18 and 64. On-screen text graphic: 

Mark Howerton's retrial is scheduled for January 2021. Interviewed: Lawrence Baitland, Cayley’s stepfather; Alison 

Steele, Cayley’s mother; Taylor Clement, Cayley’s friend; John Hunter, Mark’s attorney; Daniel Conrad, Courthouse 

News reporter. (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Chris Young Ritzen, Ted Gesing) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

09/23/20 48 HOURS SUSPICION: “The Case Against Mary Katherine Higdon” (10:00 – 11:00p) – a report on the case 

against Mary Katherine Higdon, who killed her boyfriend Steven Freeman at their home in Griffin, Georgia. On August 

1, 2018, Mary Katherine called 911 and told first responders she shot Steven by accident – saying that when she handed 

him the gun, it went off. At the police station, Mary Katherine allegedly changed her story and confessed to murder.  

However, there were problems with the police investigation: the audio on the tape was impossible to hear due to a 

feedback hum and first responders moved the gun found next to Steven. Nevertheless, the prosecution believed they had 

a strong case based on the forensic evidence. The trial began in June 2019; both the prosecution and defense claimed 

abuse. Ultimately, the jury sided with the defense and Mary Katherine was found not guilty on all charges.  On-screen 

text graphic: Mary Katherine Higdon has moved to another state. To honor Steven, Jennifer Freeman volunteers to 

raise awareness about domestic violence. Interviewed: Mary Katherine Higdon; Jennifer Freeman, Steven’s mother; 

Tom Higdon, Mary Katherine’s father; Sarah Higdon, Mary Katherine’s sister; Thomas Skinner, Andrew McRee, and 

Chase Pruitt, Steven’s friends; Detective Adam Trammel; Lieutenant Chris Wilson; Kate Lenhard, prosecutor; Jorge 

Carabajal and Michael Granims, Mary Katherine’s public defenders; Victor, juror; and Chris, juror. (C: David Begnaud 

– P: Clare Friedland) 

 

09/26/20 48 HOURS: “The Corn Rake Murder” - a report on the death of Amy Mullis from a farming accident for which her 

husband is suspected, though he maintains it was a freak accident. In November 2018, Amy Mullis was found dead by 

her son, Trysten, in a shed on the family farm. She had apparently been killed by a corn rake used on the farm. After an 

investigation her husband, Todd Mullis, was arrested for Amy’s murder. The autopsy showed a pattern of puncture 

wounds that indicated Amy had been struck with the corn rake multiple times. Other injuries she had also indicated she 

had been in a struggle. Police investigations turned up an affair that Amy had in the past. The couple reconciled, but 

Amy agree to leave her job and work on the farm, allegedly so Todd could keep an eye on her. Friends testified that 

Amy was unhappy. Eventually she would begin another affair with the farm’s manager, Jerry Frasher, which Todd 

found out about. Todd’s alibi was that he had been working in a barn with Trysten before his son found Amy’s body. 

However, Trysten would amend his story, adding that he went to the office at the front of the barn a few times. At trial, 

the prosecution maintained this allowed opportunity for Todd to commit the murder. They also cited that surveillance 

cameras around the property were not working the day of Amy’s death and suspicious internet searches related to 

infidelity and murder. Todd countered that there had been no surveillance footage for weeks before the murder, possible 

due to animals damaging it, and that the device the searches were made on was accessible to the entire family. After 

jury deliberations, Todd was found guilty. He filed a motion for a new trial based on the fact that his original attorneys 

did not focus on presenting Amy’s death as an accident as he pushed for. In September 2020, his motion was denied and 

he was sentenced to life in prison. On-screen text graphic: Todd and Amy Mullis' three children--Trysten, Taylor, and 

Wyatt--are now with Amy's family. Interviewed: Daniel Nesheiwat, legal expert; Matthew Troiano, legal expert; Dina 

Nesheiwat, legal expert; Woman #1, alternate juror; Woman #2, juror. (C: Jim Axelrod – P: Betsy Shuller, Lisa Freed, 

Lauren Clark) 

09/30/20 48 HOURS SUSPICION: “The Ambush of Kevin Harris” (10:00 – 11:00p) – a report on hip-hop artist and producer 

Kevin Robert Harris II, who was gunned down outside of a music studio in Los Angeles, California on September 20, 

2009. He was 21-years-old. Six years after Kevin’s murder, local police brought in the FBI to work the case. Detectives 

eventually ruled out the possibility of mistaken identity and are now convinced Kevin was the intended target. They 

have narrowed down the list of suspects and believe that Desmond Carter, an aspiring rapper and jealous rival who was 

supposed to meet Kevin at the studio that night, may be connected to the murder. Arrested in 2017, he was never 

charged and denies any involvement. Detectives feel that they are very close, but need information and -- along with 

Kevin’s family -- remain convinced Kevin’s murder will be solved. On-screen text graphic: The FBI is asking for 

information from the public. The tip line is (310) 477-6565. Interviewed: Kevin Harris Sr., Kevin’s father; Katheryn 

Harris, Kevin’s mother; Cameron Woods, childhood friend; Jasmine Tanner, friend; Sonya Teclai, poet and singer; 

Karan Staden, aunt; Rahman Dukes, music journalist; Pastor Winford Bell; Voviette Morgan, FBI; Sean Sterle, special 

agent, FBI; John Skaggs, former Los Angeles detective; Randy Thomas, studio owner; and Gizzle, hip-hop poet and 

rapper. (C: Michelle Miller – P: Chuck Stevenson, Lauren A. White) 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

CBS NEWS: REMEMBERING RUTH BADER GINSBURG 1933-2020 - From September 18 through September 25, CBS News 

provided live coverage of the ceremonies related to the death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who died Friday, September 

18. In addition to the coverage on the regularly scheduled news programs, this live coverage included: 

 

09/18/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT (7:49 – 8:00p) - chyron ID: Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Dies At 87 

– Ruth Bader Ginsburg has died from complications of metastatic pancreatic cancer. According to a statement from the 

Supreme Court, she died this evening, surrounded by her family, at her home in Washington, DC. Appointed by 

President Bill Clinton, she was the second woman to serve on the Supreme Court. Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell 

(anchor, Washington, DC); Jan Crawford (CBS News chief legal correspondent, on the phone). 

 

09/23/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING RUTH BADER GINSBURG (9:28 – 10:00a) – initial chyron 

ID: Soon: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Casket Arrives At Supreme Court - live coverage of the arrival of Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg’s casket at the Supreme Court and ceremony inside, where she served for 27 years. Justice Ginsburg died on 

Friday -- she was 87-years-old. After the ceremony, Mrs. Ginsburg will lie in repose under the Portico at the top of the 

front steps of the Supreme Court Building, on a platform originally built for the casket of Abraham Lincoln. Ceremony 

speakers: Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt and Chief Justice John Roberts. Correspondents: Gayle King (co-anchor, CBS 

Broadcast center, NY); Anthony Mason (co-anchor, CBS Broadcast center, NY); Tony Dokoupil (co-anchor, CBS 

Broadcast Center, NY); Jan Crawford (CBS News chief legal correspondent, Supreme Court). 

 

09/25/20 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING RUTH BADER GINSBURG (9:30 – 10:34a) – initial chyron 

ID: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Casket Arrives At Capitol Hill - live coverage of the arrival of Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg’s casket at the Capitol and the ceremony held in Statuary Hall. Justice Ginsburg is the first woman and the 

first Jewish person in U.S. history to lie in state at the U.S. Capitol. Coverage includes: (1) House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi’s brief remarks; (2) Operatic soprano Denyce Graves’ performance of “Deep River”; (3) Reflection delivered by 

Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt; and (4) Ms. Graves’ performance of “American Anthem.” Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell 

(anchor, Washington, DC); Jan Crawford (CBS News chief legal correspondent, Washington, DC); Nancy Cordes (CBS 

News chief congressional correspondent, Capitol Hill, Washington, DC). Also includes commentary from: Jeffrey 

Rosen (George Washington University law professor, author, “Conversations with RBG”, via remote); and Margo 

Schlanger (professor, University of Michigan Law School, Justice Ginsburg’s former law clerk, via remote). 

 

CBS NEWS: AMERICA DECIDES: 2020 

 

09/29/20 CBS News Presidential Debate (9:00 – 11:00p) - live coverage (from the Health Education Campus of Case Western 

Reserve University and Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio) of the first of three presidential debates between former 

Vice President Joe Biden, the Democratic nominee, and President Donald Trump, the Republican nominee. Due to the 

coronavirus pandemic, safety precautions are in place. The six topics of tonight’s debate: “Candidates’ Records”, 

“Supreme Court”, “Coronavirus”, “Economy”, “Race & Violence”, and “Election Integrity”.  The debate moderator: 

Chris Wallace (anchor, Fox News Sunday). The debate itself concluded at 10:39p. Included in CBS News coverage 

before the debate was commentary by CBS News Correspondents Norah O’Donnell (co-anchor, Washington, DC); 

Gayle King (co-anchor, Washington, DC); John Dickerson (co-anchor, Washington, DC); Ben Tracy (White House); Ed 

O’Keefe (Health Education Campus of Case Western Reserve University and Cleveland Clinic). After the debate, CBS 

News coverage included debate analysis and commentary by Norah O’Donnell; Gayle King; John Dickerson; Major 

Garrett; and Anthony Salvanto. Also included in the post-debate coverage: (1) a live interview (at Health Education 

Campus of Case Western Reserve University and Cleveland Clinic) with Donald Trump Jr. (by Norah O’Donnell and 

Gayle King); and (2) a live interview (via remote from Howard University, Washington, DC) with California Senator 

Kamala Harris, Democratic vice presidential nominee (by Norah O’Donnell and John Dickerson). 

 

 

* * * * * 
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