
Face the State 4th Quarter 2016

10/2/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am 

Host: Mike Dennison 

Guests: Elsie Arntzen and Melissa Romano 

Face the State is a weekly public affairs program on stations of the Montana Television Network.  This 
week host Mike Dennison, the Chief Political Reporter for MTN holds a mini-debate between candidates 
for Montana Superintendent of Public Instruction, Elsie Arntzen and Melissa Romano. The candidates 
spoke about why they are running for the office and what they plan to do if elected.

10/9/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am and 9:30am 

Host: Dr. David Parker 

Guests: Kaite Mazurek and Steve Zabawa 

Medical Marijuana Initiatives 

This week's Face the State program is hosted by Dr. David Parker, Political Analyst for the Montana 
Television Network. Dr. parker hosts a mini-debate with Katie Mazurek, a breast cancer patient and 
proponent of Montana initiative I-182 which asks voters to change the medical marijuana laws. Steve 
Zabawa of Safe Montana was also a guest on the program. Zabawa and Safe Montana oppose a change to 
the medical marijuana laws. He alleges that the laws need to remain restrictive because 60%-90% of the 
marijuana that was dispensed from medical marijuana outlets was used for recreational purposes. 
Mazurka says the current law is far too restrictive and keeps legitimate cancer patients like her from 
obtaining the drug they need to function on a daily basis.

10/16/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am and 9:30am 

Host: Mike Dennison 

Guests: Dirk Sandefur and Kristen Juras Montana Supreme Court candidates

Montana Television Network host Mike Dennison asks questions of Montana Supreme Court candidates 
Dirk Sandefur and Kristen Juras. The candidates were asked why they wanted to sit on the court, why 
they feel the race is important, to explain why Sandefur claims Juras has an extreme agenda and for Jurist 
explain the difference between her opinions and a political agenda. 

10/23/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am and 9:30am 

Host: Dr. David Parker 

Guests: Montana Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike McGrath and Dr. Monica Skewes



 Face The State this week featured host MTN Political Analyst Dr. David Parker. Dr. Parker spoke with 
Montana Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike McGrath and Dr. Monica Skewes, an MSU professor and 
Principal Investigator for the Fort Peck Reservation Substance Abuse Treatment Project. The group talked 
about substance abuse in Montana and the best way to treat victims and deal with the problem.

10/30/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am 

Hosts: David Parker and Mike Dennison 

Guests: Randy Gray, Former Great Falls Mayor and Eric Feaver, President MEA/MFT

This week’s program is a mini-debate of the merits of I-181 which will appear on Montana 
ballots on November 8th. I-181 authorizes the creation of state bond debts for $20 million per 
year for a period of ten years. The money is to be used for therapies and cures for brain diseases 
and injuries and mental illnesses, including Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, brain cancer, dementia, 
traumatic brain injury and stroke. MTN Political Analyst, Dr. David Parker of Montana State 
University hosted the program with guests Randy Gray, Former Great Falls Mayor who 
supported the measure and Eric Feaver, President of MEA/MFT representing teachers across 
Montana who opposed the initiative.

11/6/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am 

Hosts: David Parker and Mike Dennison Election Preview  

Face the State from the Montana Television Network. On the weekend before the general election, MTN 
Political Analyst, Dr. David Parker, and MTN Chief Political Reporter, Mike Dennison, talk about the 
passing election season and what to look for on Tuesday night.

11/13/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am 

 Host:  Jay Kohn

Guests:  Bill Mercer, former Montana U.S. Attorney; Dr. Craig Wilson/ retired political science 
professor, MSU-Billings; Dave Wanzenreid, former state Senator & Representative

This program featured a wide ranging discussion on the just concluded 2016 election. Beginning 
with the Montana results in the Presidential race to the Governor’s contest, to the changing face 
of the Montana legislature.

We also talked about the two initiatives that passed in Montana – Marcy’s Law and Medical 
Marijuana.

Other topics included inaccurate polling, the dramatic shift in voting trends from county to 
county, and the challenges facing the next Montana Legislature.

11/20/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am



Hosts: Dr. David Parker and Mike Dennison Dennison

Guests: Tim Warner and Glenn Oppel 

Face the State on the Montana Television Network (MTN) with hosts Dr. David Parker, the MTN 
Political Analyst and Mike Dennison, the MTN Chief Political Reporter. This week Parker and Dennison 
are joined by Democratic Consultant Tim Warner and Glenn Oppel, VP of Government Affairs for 
Strategies 360 a conservative political consulting group.  They talked about the outcome of the 
presidential election and how it might affect Montana, how Montana Governor Steve Bullock kept his 
seat in the face of a strong challenge by Republican businessman Greg Gianforte of Bozeman and how 
Republican Ryan Zinke easily held his Congressional seat after a challenge by Democrat Denise Juneau.

11/27/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am and 9:30am 

Host: Margaret DeMarco 

Guest: MT. National Guard Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Matthew Quinn

This week’s Face the State topic focused on the Montana National Guards recent trip to Romania. 
Montana National Guard Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Matthew Quinn was the guest. We spoke about the 
importance of not only showing our allies what we can do but to also train for anything to happen at a 
moment’s notice. We also spoke about the training these guards man have received in the past and the 
possibility of them heading back to Romania for another exercise in the future. 

12/4/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am 

Host: Chet Layman

Guest: Heather White, Executive Director Yellowstone Forever 

Face the State for the Montana Television Network (MTN), a weekly statewide public affairs program 
speaks this week with Heather White, Executive Director of the newly formed Yellowstone Forever 
organization. The group was formed by the merger of the Yellowstone Association and The Yellowstone 
Park Foundation. White spoke with MTN host Chet Layman about how the two groups decided to merge, 
how the newly formed organization will be better than the two separate groups and what future plans and 
goals for the newly formed group will be.

12/11/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30 am 

Host: Dennis Bragg 

Guest: Gayle Gifford, Executive Director of the Montana Food Bank Network. 

Discussion covered the agency’s bi-annual “Hunger in Montana” report, which shows demand for food 
services has lessened somewhat in the past two years. However, many people aren’t accessing the 
assistance that is available, so efforts continue to make people aware of services. Program also touched on 



funding for hunger programs in Montana, and unique efforts to help children and families coping with 
hunger. 

12/18/16 Face the State Sunday 6:30am 

Host:  Jay Kohn

Guests:   Sara Hudson, Director   Region VIII Veterans Business Outreach Center,  Brian Clemons, 
Region VIII  Project Manager, Mike Water, Region VIII  Project Support Specialist

Today’s topic was Montana’s new Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC) located in Billings at Big 
Sky Economic Development.   This new facility is one of 20 such centers across the country that helps 
veterans transitioning out of the service – into the private sector.

The center offers business training, resource referrals, and financial skill development for veterans who 
want to start their own small business.  The VBOC programs are free to all veterans and their spouses.

The Montana office is funded by a 3-year, $1 million dollar grant from the Small Business 
Administration.   Sara Hudson explained the details on how the VBOC works, and how it fits into Big 
Sky Economic Development’s Mission.  

Brian Clemons & Mike Waters discussed their job of outreach to veterans seeking business help, and 
explained VBOC’s Boots to Business training program.    

Both Clemons and Waters talked about the skill sets many veterans have as a result of their military 
service, and how those skills fit well into the world of small business.


