
         Issues & Concerns 

       

         July, August, & September 2008 
 
KBTV-4 has four newscasts Monday-Friday, they are at 5:30 a.m., 5 p.m., 6 

p.m. and 10 p.m. 

There are three newscasts on the weekends, Saturday, at 6 p.m. and 10 p.m., 

and Sunday, at 10 p.m. 

 

July: 

 

KBTV sponsored the First Friday in Groves 4
th
 of July celebration, as well 

as the fireworks in Port Arthur. 

 

We continued our look into the circumstances surrounding the death of 

Kamisha Block, a soldier who was murdered by a fellow soldier in Iraq. 

Her parents were unsatisfied with the military’s investigation of the death, 

and we’ve covered their concerns as well as talked to area lawmakers about 

the situation. 

 

We also did our Pump Patrol reports in which we spotlighted gas stations 

where Southeast Texans could pay less for gas. 

 

We also did a special report on the Texas Agriculture Commissioner’s 

website to find gas stations that are cheating customers at the pump. 

 

On our morning show, we talked to a group out of New Orleans, that in 

conjunction with the Urban League, has been holding tours along the Gulf 

Coast to make sure minority companies get their share of the rebuilding 

work in areas affected by hurricanes. 

 

We had Buffalo Bill player Kevin Everett as a guest during our 5 p.m. show 

to discuss his recovery from a spinal cord injury and his efforts to help 

others facing the same situation. 

 

August: 

 

We gave out hurricane supply bags during our morning show. 

 



It was good timing because on August 5
th
, we were hit by Tropical Storm 

Edouard, we did wall-to-wall coverage as the storm approached our area, 

and then we stayed on as the storm made landfall and went through our area. 

It would be the start of a tension-filled hurricane season for us. 

 

We had several stories related to the Olympics, including highlighting kids 

taking part in Olympic sports on the local level, such as gymnastics and 

swimming. 

We covered the unveiling of a portrait of Judge Paul Brown, the first 

African-American justice of the peace in Jefferson County. 

 

Participated in the Gift of Life Pink Card drive, this is a cancer awareness 

program, and we also did promos for the organization. 

 

We kicked off our coverage of high school football, not only do we have 

segments in our six and ten p.m. Friday shows with the highlights of games, 

we also have a special show at 11:30 p.m. with a complete wrap-up of all the 

action. 

We also aired an entire game on our station. 

 

September: 

 

We did a local segment for the national cancer special that was airing on all 

three networks. We did this in conjunction with the Gift of Life program. 

 

Once again Mother Nature would affect our coverage. 

On Labor Day weekend, Hurricane Gustav threatened our viewing area. 

A mandatory evacuation was ordered, although the storm ended up making 

landfall to our east in Louisiana. 

Our main anchor Jim Walker, and chief photographer Allen Rienstra, went 

to the storm and gave us live coverage of the event. 

 

The worst was still to come. On September 13
th
, we were hit by Hurricane 

Ike. 

A mandatory evacuation was called almost at the last minute. 

We began wall-to-wall coverage before the mandatory evacuation was called 

on August 11
th
, and continued until the storm knocked us off the air. 

After that we relied on our website to keep our audience, much of which was 

out of town, informed. 



We also informed the public by going on our sister radio station KLVI 

regularly. 

 

In September, we also launched two new franchise segments. 

Main anchor Jim Walker does “Fit 4 Life”, it airs every other Monday at 10 

p.m., and offers viewers tips on leading a healthy lifestyle. 

On the other Mondays, our other main anchor Sheldra Brigham does “4 

What It’s Worth”, a segment aimed at helping our viewers find the best 

deals when shopping. 

 

Also during September, we kept our viewers informed on when students 

would be returning back to school after the storm, and offered our airwaves 

to special guests, like superintendents, mayors, FEMA officials, and other 

recovery personnel. 

 

 

 

 


