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OC in Focus: 



July 4: 

It's being called the "she-cession," millions more women than men have 
exited the workforce during the pandemic. Employment numbers for 
women have fallen to levels not seen since the 1980s. Mary Ann Profeta 
from Working Wardrobes joins us to explain why the pandemic has had 
such a drastic impact on women in the workforce and what's being done to 
get women back to work.  
 
July 11: 

Debora Wondercheck from Arts & Learning Conservatory in Costa Mesa has 
been dedicated to making the performing arts accessible and equitable for 
kids in Orange County. This week we're talking about the confidence and 
creativity for life that performing arts bring to underserved children, why 
music is a "second responder," and the return of live theatre.  
 
July 18: 

Description: In this episode of OC In Focus, Mark Lee from the Women's 
Transitional Living Center is our guest. Lee shares some of the common 
misconceptions around human trafficking, why youth in the U.S. are one of 
the most vulnerable communities, types of trafficking that occur here in the 
OC, and how to spot trafficking in our neighborhoods. We also discuss why 
it's important for recovery to be survivor-driven, the role of community in 
prevention and recovery, and what the world might look like if we end 
human trafficking. 

July 25: 

Description: In this episode of OC In Focus, Mark Lee from the Women's 
Transitional Living Center is our guest. Lee shares some of the common 
misconceptions around human trafficking, why youth in the U.S. are one of 
the most vulnerable communities, types of trafficking that occur here in the 
OC, and how to spot trafficking in our neighborhoods. We also discuss why 
it's important for recovery to be survivor-driven, the role of community in 



prevention and recovery, and what the world might look like if we end 
human trafficking. 

August 1: 

One of our most vulnerable communities are those who have 
developmental or intellectual disabilities. This week on OC In Focus we’re 
joined by Dr. Glenn Motola, the CEO of Reimagine, a nonprofit that serves 
disabled persons here in Orange County, and Reimagine’s Program 
Coordinator, Savitha Creel. Read More 

August 8: 

This week we're looking at connection and healing for veterans and military 
families. This is a candid conversation about the struggles of veterans 
making the transition from military life to civilian life and how they find 
hope and courage in community. Joining the show are Doug Freeman, the 
mastermind of Operation Gig and the CEO of OC Music & Dance, and Jimmy 
Perez who a participant and site manager during the first Operation Gig 
cohort. 
 
August 15: 

Kendra & David Rosales are dedicated to helping children in need 
experience joy and focus on being a kid through BraveOnes. In this 
conversation we discover how the combination of a meal and music 
spreads hope and love to families at CHOC, how to support each other in 
times of crisis, and the power of small actions in our neighborhoods. 
  
August 22: 

This week on OC In Focus we're sharing the stories of your neighbors – the 
impact of the pandemic on an Orange County teacher, a local jazz musician, 
and a family who suddenly found themselves working and learning at 
home, together.  

August 29: 

In 2019 the Orange County Health Care Agency reported that the suicide rate in 



Orange County has been increasing every year since 2000. How can we engage 
with a weighty topic in a way that supports our friends and neighbors? Mental 
Health advocate Ali Borowsky from Find Your Anchor joins us for an important 
conversation about suicide prevention, plus we close out with some tips for for 
taking care of your mind and body. 

September 5: 

Picture a crowd of children filling Angels Stadium in Anaheim three times 
over... that's the number of kids in Orange County suffering from mental 
health symptoms right now. In this show we're joined by Dr. Lorry Leigh 
Belhumeur, a licensed psychologist and the CEO of Western Youth Services. 
Dr. Leigh Belhumeur shares how exposure to toxic stress can impact brain 
development in children, 4 categories of "buffering" to build resilience, and 
how to navigate the return to school and life activities as California 
reopens. 
 

September 12 

This week on OC In Focus we are Centering Latinidad through 
a conversation on Quebradita, Dance Equity, and la Comunidad with Dr. 
Irvin Manuel Gonzalez and guest host Steve Rosa.  
 
September 19 

This week on OC In Focus we are Centering Latinidad through 
a conversation on Quebradita, Dance Equity, and la Comunidad with Dr. 
Irvin Manuel Gonzalez and guest host Steve Rosa.  

September 26 

What does real diversity in our communities look like? This week on OC In 
Focus we're joined by Joey Sellers and intercultural musician Hesan 
Abedini. 
 

 



On Point: 

July 4: 

Title: Women Changing the Game 

Picture a crowd of children filling Angels Stadium in Anaheim three times 
over... that's the number of kids in Orange County suffering from mental 
health symptoms right now. In this show we're joined by Dr. Lorry Leigh 
Belhumeur, a licensed psychologist and the CEO of Western Youth Services. 
Dr. Leigh Belhumeur shares how exposure to toxic stress can impact brain 
development in children, 4 categories of "buffering" to build resilience, and 
how to navigate the return to school and life activities as California 
reopens. 
 

July 11: 

Title: Cash 4 Counselors? 

Description: Students are seeking therapy and counseling services at 
a higher rate than ever before, but many are discouraged by the lack 
of accessibility and affordability surrounding the process. On Point 
reports with the Clinical Director of ACT Health and Wellness Dr. 
Megan McDonald, Associate Marriage and Family Therapist Amani 
Williams, and from CSUN's University Counseling Services, Dr. Steve 
Silver. 

July 18: 

Title: HIGH-ly Controversial  

Description: The legalization of marijuana in California has raised 
many controversial questions about legal and health issues for users. 
On Point reports with attorney Lisa Mattern, and CSUN University 
Counseling Services Drug and Alcohol Liaison Dr. Steve Silver. 

July 25: 



- Black Lives Matter Protests  
 
Description: On Point reports on the BLM protests from the summer and fall 
and their impacts to our community. 
 

August 1: 

- Flu Shots:  
 

Description: Public health experts join us to discuss the potential impacts 
of flu season during the COVID-19 pandemic. Cal State Channel Islands 
student Brianna Maroquin discusses her thoughts on the Cal State 
system’s new policy calling for mandatory flu shots for all students 
attending on-campus classes. Also joining us: Dr. Linda Reid-Chassiakos, 
director of CSUN’s Klotz Student Health Center; Kaitlyn Bahr, CSUN 
Associate Professor of Health Sciences; and Marisol Garcia, lead RN at 
CSUN’s Klotz Student Health Center. 

August 8: 

- Covid Impact On LA Small Business:   

Small business owners discuss how they’re staying afloat during the 
COVID-19 crisis. Experts weigh in on the advantages and 
disadvantages of the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and the 
resources available to entrepreneurs during the pandemic. Our 
guests are: Kathryn Karmazyn, co-owner of of Blazin’ Burgers; 
Datalink Networks executive Brian Wisdom; Nancy Hoffman Vanyek, 
CEO of The Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber of Commerce; 
and CSUN Professor Silvina Bamrungpong, director of the Business 
Honors Program. 

August 15: 

- CA Record-Setting Wildfires:  



Our guests: Jonathan Parfrey, executive director of Climate Resolve; 
David Klein, director of CSUN’s Climate Science Program; Marti 
Witter, a fire ecologist for the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area; Chris Dicus, president of the Association for Fire 
Ecology. 

August 22: 

- Coney Barrett Effect on Supreme Court:  

Law professors join us to discuss the impact of the appointment of 
another conservative justice, Amy Coney Barrett, to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Our guests: Craig Renetzky, a criminal defense 
attorney and California State University, Northridge; Bruce Zucker, 
CSUN’s Associate Chair of Criminology and Justice Studies; Bertrall 
Ross, the Chancellor’s Professor of Law at UC Berkeley; Kimberly 
West-Faulcon, Professor of Law at Loyola Marymount University. 

August 29: 

- What CA K-12 Has Learned from Covid:   

What are the advantages and disadvantages of online learning? Our 
guests: Juana Maria Valdivia, Board Chair for PUC charter schools, 
and Lawrence King, Superintendent of the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified 
School District. 

September 5: 

- Covid Impact on Mental Health:  

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced many people into isolation, 
raising concerns of a widespread downturn in mental health. We’re 
joined by guests Tracie Andrews and Cheryl Eskin of the Los Angeles 
Suicide Prevention Network; CSUN professor of educational 
psychology and counseling Mark Stevens; and Angel Corros, CSUN 
sophomore and Blues Project peer educator. 

September 12: 



- GameStop and Investing:  

Last month’s GameStop drama sparked a national conversation 
about class inequalities in the stock market. Our guests: investors 
Stranton Willhelm and Daniel Burdick, and financial advisor Chris 
Howard. 
 

September 19: 

- Opening CSUN During COVID:  

Higher education institutions have been conducting classes virtually for 
almost a year, but with COVID-19 vaccinations now being distributed, how 
close are colleges and universities to resuming in-person instruction? Our 
guests: Our guests: Samuel Sherry, CSUN nursing student; Mariam 
Beruchashvili, professor of marketing at CSUN; Maurice Walker, student at 
College of the Canyons. Moderated by Angela Gonzalez. 
 

September 26: 

- High School Sports During COVID (Airs March 14, 2021) 
 
Description: The COVID-19 pandemic put many high school sports on 
pause for much of the last year. But following pressure from groups like 
“Let Them Play California,” officials in the state’s Department of Public 
Health and the California Interscholastic Federation recently announced 
new rules allowing all sports in California to resume play as of this week. 
Moderator: Cynthia Puga. 
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