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“XPLORATION EARTH 2050” 
SEASON I - 2014/2015 

FCC FRIENDLY EPISODE WRITE-UPS 

 

FIRST QUARTER 

Week of December 29, 2014 through week of March 23, 2015 
 

 

Week of December 29, 2014 (Episode #117) 

The dreams of generations of science fiction writers are now a reality.  Man and Machine 

are meeting in strange—and productive—ways.   Join host Joe Penna as he discovers a 

search and rescue robot that doubles as a tank, cuddles a therapy robot designed to look, 

and act, like an actual pet, and tests a high tech fireman’s mask that has a lot more than 

X-ray vision. 

 

****************************************************** 
 

Week of January 5, 2015 (Episode #118) 

By the year 2050, cops and robbers won’t look anything like it did in the past.  Host Joe 

Penna talks to designers who’ve created a robotic security guard.  He’ll work with a 

Harvard scientist who has developed a softball sized set of eyes and ears that allow crime 

fighters to see danger long before it can hurt them.  And polygraphs could become a thing 

of the past if we can scan brain waves to see if people are telling the truth, or not. 

 

Week of January 12, 2015 (Episode #119) 

Some of the biggest breakthroughs in the runup to 2050 are happening in medicine.  Host 

Joe Penna examines electronic skin that keeps tabs of your vital functions and warns of 

trouble. He’ll discover implanted devices powered by our own bodies.  And he’ll test out 

a simulator that shows him how robotic surgery will soon be saving lives.   

 

Week of January 19, 2015 (Episode #120) 

Even before 2050 Man and Machine are meeting in ways only dreamed of by the most 

ambitious science fiction writers.  Join host Joe Penna as meets a colorblind man who, 

thanks to a revolutionary piece of technology, has become a well-known visual artist who 

‘hears’ colors.  Joe also tries out a machine that uses his own brain waves to move 

objects, and sees a high tech skeleton that helps the handicapped walk again. 
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“XPLORATION EARTH 2050” 
SEASON I - 2014/2015 

FCC FRIENDLY EPISODE WRITE-UPS 

 

FIRST QUARTER 

Week of December 29, 2014 through week of March 23, 2015 
 

Week of January 26, 2015 (Episode #121) 

The future is coming to where you live.  Join host Joe Penna as he visits a neighborhood 

that runs on solar power. In 2050 we’ll be living underwater, and plans are underway to 

live in caves on the Moon’s surface.  Even parking garages are being converted into 

homes for future city dwellers.  Yes, people are living in parking spaces, measuring just 

135 square feet. 

 

Week of February 2, 2015 (Episode #122) 

By 2050 mankind will be living on the moon, and perhaps even Mars.  Join host Joe 

Penna as he talks to pioneers in the future of space.  Soon tourists will be traveling the 

solar system.   Asteroids will be mined for precious materials we’re running out of on 

Earth---including water.  And Space elevators?  They’re in development right now. 

 

Week of February 9, 2015 (Episode #123) 

The car is arguably the most influential invention in history.  Join host Joe Penna as he 

discovers where this invention is headed in the run-up to 2050.   Robotic cars, predicted 

80 years ago, will be on roadways in a decade.   Joe goes to a neighborhood where almost 

everyone drives an electric car.  And he visits a company that’s putting a solar powered 

vehicle on the moon. 

 

Week of February 16, 2015 (Episode #124)                                                                                                                   

What would happen if many of the products we use every day were made in our homes 

and not factories?  3D printing could make it happen.  Join host Joe Penna as he meets 

pioneers in the field of 3D printing.   Thanks to 3D printers, the billions of plastic bottles 

we use each year are being recycled as products we can use.   And being able to print 

organs is changing health care in ways few people predicted. 

 

Week of February 23, 2015 (Episode #125) 

Oceans cover three quarters of the Earth’s surface, yet are less explored than the Moon.  

Join host Joe Penna as he visits with developers who are turning to the ocean as a 

renewable source of power.   By 2050, we could be creating floating islands, big enough 

to support cities. 
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“XPLORATION EARTH 2050” 
SEASON I - 2014/2015 

FCC FRIENDLY EPISODE WRITE-UPS 

 

FIRST QUARTER 

Week of December 29, 2014 through week of March 23, 2015 
 

 

Week of March 2, 2015 (Episode #126) 

Entertainment isn’t just fun and games.  It’s a big, multi-billion dollar industry and it’s 

changing quickly as we approach the year 2050.   Join host Joe Penna as he visits with 

people creating operas—with robots.  Virtual reality games are virtual no more---and 

when simulated environments become real, they affect everything from how we make 

movies to how we fight wars. 

 

Week of March 9, 2015 (Episode #127) 

Scientists and engineers have long realized that Mother Nature is the world’s most 

talented designer.  Join host Joe Penna as he explores how designers are using Manta 

Rays to change the way we explore the ocean’s depths.  He’ll fly a mechanical bird 

whose design is helping factories become more efficient.  And he’ll even watch a robotic 

hummingbird that’s been created to help our soldiers stay safe. 

 

Week of March 16, 2015 (Episode #128) 

In 2050, the workplace will look far different than it does now, and one reason is robots.  

Join host Joe Penna as he talks to astronauts, designers and factory workers as they 

describe how the robotic revolution is affecting the way we work.   One robot is designed 

to work side by side with humans, while another is puttering around the kitchen---a 

robotic butler that could be coming to your home soon. 

 

Week of March 23, 2015 (Episode #129) 

There will be two BILLION more people on Earth in 2050 and keeping them fed is a 

challenge not only for governments, but for scientists and futurists.  Soon food will be 

grown in high rise buildings in major cities. Host Joe Penna talks to the people who are 

creating the foods of the future and samples everything from test tube beef to edible 

insects. 


