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October 1, 2018 A new survey by Wallet-Hub rates Bend the fourth fastest 
growing city in the country.  Wallet Hub compared 515 cities based on 15 key 
measures, including population growth and the decline in jobless rate over the 
last 7 years.  If they visit…they will stay.  Discussed remember whens…example: 
you could get across town in 15 minutes.  No longer.

October 2, 2018 7:10am A stolen dog is now home with his owner, thanks to an 
investigation by Bend Police, the power of social media and an alert community.  
Kido was taken from outside a bend business Friday night.  Security footage was 
posted to bend PD soc9ial media pages showing a woman untying the leash and 
taking Kido.  The suspect’s boyfriend called investigators to report Sabrina 
McCaskill took the dog because she thought it was malnourished.  With help 
from Corvallis and Philomath Police, Kido was recovered from McCaskills home 
and reunited with his family.  She’s now charged with a felony.

October 2, 2018 Three Bend City Councilors meet today to start developing a 
proposal to ban single use plastic carry out bags, similar to bans already in effect 
in nine other Oregon cities.  The group plans to meet twice before taking an 
ordinance to the full council in December.  The ordinance could include a fee for 
using a disposable bag and requirements that stores only provide sacks made 
from recycled paper, instead of plastic.  Talked about how we actually reuse our 
plastic bags.

October 9, 2018 9:50am (2 min) Leslie James shared the news that five dogs 
rescued from a South Korean meat farm are now in Central Oregon.  They’re 
varying breeds and ages, and will be available for adoption.  The operation is 
part of Humane Society Internationals ongoing mission to eradicate dog meat 
farms in South Korea…this is the 13th farm they’ve shut down. In 2016, they 
rescued 17 dogs from (the 5th farm) another Korean farmer.  Leslie adopted one 
of the dogs.  

October 16, 2018 7:10am 9:50am The Great American Shake Out is Thursday 
October 18th. And Oregon’s Office of Emergency Management wants everyone 
to take time to prepare for “the big one”.  Oregonians should have supplies on 
hand to make it two weeks without help.  The website Shakeout-dot-org has 
more information, along with a spot to sign up to participate in the Shakeout at 
10:18 am…on 10-18.  

October 18, 2018 The Great Shakeout Earthquake drill happened at 10:18 this 
morning.  Oregon’s Office of Emergency Management wants people to sign up at 
ShakeOut.org so they know how many take part.  The website also includes 
information on how to prepare two weeks of supplies, because that’s how long it 



might be before help arrives.  When the quake happens, drop, cover and hold on 
to something until the shaking stops.  

October 22, 2018 on paper Central Oregon looks like a big crime city.  Bend 
Police continue to investigate a weekend shooting that left two men dead on NE 
Sierra Drive in Bend.  A Bend man faces assault and other charges after a 
stabbing outside the Astro Lounge late Saturday.  Deschutes County sheriffs 
Office says they have a suspect in custody in connection with a robbery at the 
Shop Smart store in La Pine.  Two Prineville men have been indicted on federal 
charges for allegedly conspiring to sell a machine gun.  Redmond Police say 
burglars responsible for an overnight break in at a local mini mart earlier this 
month are 12 and 8 year old boys.  

October 22, 2018 Alzheimer’s disease: mounting evidence that herpes simplex 
virus type 1 is a cause.  It was discovered in 1991 that in many elderly people 
HSV1 is also present in the brain.  And in 1997 they say it showed that it confers 
a strong risk of Alzheimer’s disease when present in the brain of people who 
have a specific gene known as APOE4.  The virus can become active in the 
brain, perhaps repeatedly, causing cumulative damage. The likelihood of 
developing Alzheimer’s disease is 12 times greater for APOE4 carriers who have 
HSV1 in the brain than for those with neither factor.

October 23, 2018 Commute Options Kim Curly was in to talk about the Gear Fix 
Party and invited Oregon Drive Less Challenge participants for snacks, 
beverages, prizes, and fun! Drop by to get a blinky light, sticker, and other fun 
goodies. Tonight 5-7 pm. 

October 23, 2018 8:10 am Mt Hood could be the source of the next earthquake 
to rock the region.  Researchers at Portland state University and the state 
Department of Geology are studying two faults on the mountain.  If both were to 
go, they could cause a magnitude 7.9 quake.  Geologists say it would be strong 
but brief, compared to a Cascadia quake, off the Coast, which would be long and 
more destructive.  Try and enjoy visiting the Oregon CoastRon has his Go Bags 
ready and an escape plan. 

October 26, 2018 8:10am Four Oregon volcanoes and four in Washington are 
among the most dangerous volcanoes in the country.  The U.S. Geological 
survey is classifying them among 18 that pose a very high threat, because of 
activity and their close proximity to people.  Hawaii’s Kilauea, which has been 
erupting this year, tops the list.  Washington’s Mt St Helens and Mt Rainier are 
second and third.  Mt Hood is 6th on the list.  About a dozen volcanoes saw their 
threat levels increase, including Newberry Volcano, outside La Pine.  
October 30, 2018  St Charles Health System’s Board of Directors has voted to 
close the Family Birthing Center at its Redmond hospital, next summer.  The 
Board Chair says it was not an easy decision, but one that will allow them to 
expand services for the region, including the creation of an obstetric hospital 



program and adding midwifery services at the Bend hospital.  The decision 
comes after 10 months of work by a St. Charles task force…and recent efforts by 
city officials, nursing staff and expectant mothers to keep it open.

October 30, 2018  The Blue Line Safety Zone, launched nearly three months ago 
at the Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office, is getting a lot of use.  The special 
parking area lined in blue is designed for people who want a safe, public place to 
meet to complete transactions made through Craigslist or Facebook, or those 
conducting child custody exchanges.  Sheriff Nelson says he’s heard from people 
who are very appreciative of the area, which is under 24-hour surveillance.

October 30, 2018  A suspicious device was discovered near Brookswood Blvd 
and Lodgepole drive, yesterday.  Just before 5:30 a person reported finding the 
object on the curb and described it as a pipe bomb.  Bend police were unable to 
determine whether it was dangerous and asked for help from the State Police 
Bomb Squad in Salem.  They arrived a little after 8:30, rendered the device safe 
and took it back to Salem for further examination.

October 31, 2018 the community is rallying around a Redmond teacher recently 
diagnosed with breast and colon cancer.  On Friday, a Dutch Bros fundraiser 
brought in more than 9000 dollars for Tracy Pinkerton.  A Go Fund Me page has 
also raised over 11000 dollars.  Pinkerton is a PE teacher at Sage Elementary 
and volleyball coach who has worked in Redmond Schools for 15 years.  She is 
currently undergoing radiation treatment.  

November 2, 2018 The Bend City Council is close to voting on an ordinance that 
would reduce single use plastic bags.  Councilor Bruce Abernethy is on the 
plastic bag subcommittee working on the ordinance.  He says “ban” is too strong 
a word because there are too many industries that are exempt…like food service, 
healthcare and temporary markets.  Following yesterdays subcommittee 
meeting, Abernathy says more work is needed before it can go to the full Council 
hopefully by early December.

November 12, 2018 7:25am (2 min) Listener called to inquire about the US 
Capitol Christmas Tree making its way through Central Oregon.  Central 
Oregonians can see the 80 foot Nobel Fir Christmas tree from the Willamette 
National Forest, near sweet Home today at the Les Schwab Amphitheater by Air 
Link helicopter at 11 am.  The public send off happens between 1 and 2:30.  This 
is just the second time an Oregon tree has been chosen for the Capitol.  
CapitolChristmasTree.com  

November 13, 2018 Dutch Bros for the next week will accept no-purchase-
necessary donations at all its coffee stands to help relieve Paradise, California 
residents affected by the massively destructive and still-burning Camp Fire. If 
Dutch Bros customers can raise at least $150,000 across more than 325 



locations in seven states, the company has vowed to match the amount and 
distribute all $300,000 to local nonprofits directly serving the fire's victims.
Since it ignited the morning of Nov. 8, the Camp Fire has caused the deaths of 
44 people — reportedly making it the deadliest in state history.  As of Nov. 13, 
the fire had destroyed more than 125,000 acres, including most the town of 
Paradise, and was only 30 percent contained.  Ron has a son who escaped the 
fire with his family and lost homes.  He has been sharing updates.
" From Tuesday, Nov. 13, through Monday, Nov. 19, Dutch Bros will offer 
customers and non-customers alike an opportunity to donate at the coffee 
stands' service windows. The donations will be distributed to nonprofits that 
include United Way of Northern California, the Salvation Army, and North Valley 
Community Foundation.

November 13, 2018 A Bend woman is among more than a dozen Red Cross 
volunteers from Oregon now in California assisting families displaced by 
devastating fires.  The Red Cross is caring for thousands of people in evacuation 
centers, while providing emergency supplies for another 15,000 households.  
Bend and Sisters-Camp Sherman Fire already have crews in California and 
Oregon’s Department of Forestry sent equipment and personnel, yesterday.  The 
Camp Fire in northern California has now claimed more than 40 lives.  Ron has a 
son who lost his homes in the fire.  

November 20, 2018  The City of Bend was selected for the affordable housing 
pilot program by the States Land Conservation and Development Commission, 
under House bill 4079.  This means nearly 400 new homes along with a 6 acre 
park and walking trails in South East Bend.  Discussed what is affordable 
housing for the area.  Financial Expert Bill Valentine mentioned that the middle 
class would be edged out of Central Oregon due to the cost of living.  Two 
people making minimum wage are unable to afford rent in the area.

November 27, 2018 Southern Oregon-based coffee chain Dutch Bros and its 
customers have helped raise over $400,000 for victims of California wildfires. 
According to Dutch Bros, they’ve matched up to $150,000 in customer 
donations, bringing the total up to $401,530. The donated money will be 
distributed to local non-profit organizations working to directly help fire victims in 
northern California.

November 28, 2018 7:10 am (4 min) Congressional medal of Honor Society 
recently approved a request by COCC to be designated a Medal of Honor 
College.  Central Oregon Community College honors Robert Maxwell – the 
country’s oldest living Medal of Honor recipient.  Maxwell helped launch COCC’s 
automotive program about 60m years ago, and taught at the school for many 
years.  A permanent plaque recognizing Maxwell will soon be mounted outside 
the automotive department.  The schools veterans’ services center will also be 
renamed the Robert D. Maxwell Veterans Center.



November 29, 2018  The death toll from the Camp Fire, in northern California, is 
now at 88, with more than 200 people still considered missing.  Brett Matteis lives 
in Bend, but is from Paradise – a town destroyed by the massive blaze.  His mom 
lost everything, but he considers her lucky; she is now staying with him.  Matteis 
believes his hometown will rebuild, but admits it will likely take too long for elderly 
residents like his mom.  He says the best way to help is to give money to local 
organizations, like the North Valley Community Foundation.  Donated items can 
cause logistical challenges.

November 29, 2018  Affordable housing continues to be a problem in Central 
Oregon.  A vacant lot just north of downtown Redmond will soon be home to an 
affordable housing apartment complex. This week, City Councilors unanimously 
approved a $450,000 Community Development Block Grant for Housing 
Works to help purchase the nearly two-acre parcel at 5th and Greenwood. 
Redmond’s Urban Renewal Agency has owned the property since 2016. The 
planned complex will have 44 two-bedroom and four three-bedroom units for 
qualified low-income families. It still needs final funding approval from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, but officials hope the complex 
will open in 2020. 
 
November 30, 2018 Jefferson County teens are overdosing on cold medicine at 
an alarming rate.  Lacey Miller, with the county Juvenile Department, says the 
drugs are legal, over the counter and even available at the Dollar store.  She 
says kids are swallowing up to 48 pills at a time because in large doses, 
dextromethorpan can cause hallucinations.  Unfortunately, side effects also 
include shortness of breath, extremes in blood pressure, and blurred vision.  Four 
kids were recently hospitalized with overdose symptoms and Miller says she 
hears of new cases daily.

December 6, 2018 The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission is expected to 
approve rules, tomorrow that would establish a pilot program for cities overrun 
with deer.  Cities could first have to pass an ordinance banning the feeding of 
deer.  They could also get permits to kill deer to reduce the population.  The 
program would also require cities to salvage the meat and donate to charity, if 
and when possible.

December 19, 2018  As the fastest growing county in the state, it’s no surprise 
Deschutes County has seen big increases in traffic volumes.  According to the 
latest numbers from the Oregon Department od transportation, about 20% more 
vehicles now travel Hwy 97 in Bend, compared to five years ago.  ODOT’s Peter 
Murphy says the agency is working on projects to address congestion, but they 
take time and money.  

December 26, 2018  Some local federal workers are staying on the job without 
pay, during the partial government shutdown.  Oregon state department leaders 
said in a video  conference there are as many as 21,000 federal workers affected 



by the shutdown.  Many will be required to work, because their job is considered 
essential…like TSA screeners at airports.  If the shutdown lasts more than a 
week, those out of work could apply for unemployment. Benefits.
 
December 26, 2018  This year the Twins staff all got flu shot.  Nearly two-thirds 
of Deschutes County residents have received a flu shot…a rate that’s projected 
to be the highest in the state.  Nurse Jill Johnson, with County Public Health says 
its likely due to easy access to the vaccine, media attention, and last years 
deadly season.  She says the high immunization rate could also be responsible 
for the county having fewer confirmed cases of influenza than the statewide 
average.

December 27, 2018  It will cost more to park all day at the Redmond Airport, 
starting next week.  The hourly rate is not changing…but when 2019 begins, after 
midnight January 1first, the maximum daily parking rate goes from 10-15 dollars 
and the seventh consecutive day is no longer waived or discounted.  Airport 
Director Zach Bass says the changes are in response to revenue needs to help 
manage growth.  He says the daily rate is in line with other comparably sized 
airports in Oregon.

December 27, 2018  Oregons new road likk law takes effect on Tuesday.  If a 
vehicle hits and kills a deer or elk, the driver can keep the meat.  Michelle 
Dennehy, with Oregon Fish and Wildlife says the entire carcass must be 
removed from the scene, and the head and antlers turned over to ODFW for 
testing.  She also notes they wont inspect the meat, so eating it is as your own 
risk.  An online form will be available after January first that must be filled out and 
submitted within 24 hours of the crash.  

December 28, 2018  Sober Rides.  New Years Eve can be a great opportunity to 
celebrate, but revelers must have a plan for how to get home safely.  In the past, 
free sober rides were available for those who know they’re too impaired to drive.  
This year, no companies have stepped forward.  Representatives from Uber and 
Lyft both recommend uploading their apps before you head out, so you’ll be able 
to summon a ride with little difficulty.  If your fingers don’t work , tell Siri…she’ll 
offer to call you a cab.


