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       This week TWIB presented a special tribute to Jackie Robinson. Sixty years after breaking baseball’s color barrier, 

Jackie was remembered for changing both the game and our nation. Many former and current players recalled his 

greatness as a player and as a man. Words used to describe his character included “pride, resilience, patience, and 

impact.” Robinson was the ultimate sportsman, and what he was able to accomplish in 1947 elevated our national 

character. 

      Many MLB stars said, “Thanks” to Jackie for paving the way for players of color like Hank Aaron, Frank 

Robinson, Don Newcombe, Ricky Henderson, Ken Griffey, Jr., Ryan Howard and Ernie Banks.               

Educational theme: Character is the combination of qualities and features that distinguishes one person from another. 

Character education is the moral mission of educators and the core goal for children. 

Educational theme: Robinson helped lay the integrationist groundwork of the civil rights movements.  Students must 

learn and remember his significant contributions both as an athlete and as a social icon.  

 

“Act Two”: Among his many accomplishments, Jackie was the only UCLA athlete ever to letter in four major sports. 

Robinson was an accomplished defensive player at shortstop, second base and first base. Jackie stole home an 

incredible 20 times. In addition, Robinson the entrepreneur, created the first black owned and operated bank in New 

York State, which he believed was “the next frontier for Negro people.” 

       MLB Commissioner “Bud” Selig stated, “Baseball is a social institution with social responsibilities.” In that spirit, 

MLB created the “Civil Rights Game.”  With American history intrinsically linked with baseball, the inaugural 

exhibition game between the St. Louis Cardinals and Cleveland Indians meant much more than the final score. 

      During MLB’s Civil Rights Weekend, the great Buck O’Neil was honored posthumously with the first “Beacon of 

Light” Award for his tireless efforts to promote the Negro Leagues. 

        TWIBIA is a baseball history question that appears in each week’s show. After noting that Jackie Robinson was 

the NL MVP when he led the league in batting average and stolen bases, TWIB asked its viewers who the last player 

was to lead their league in those two categories.  It was the Seattle Mariners’ Ichiro Suzuki. 

Educational theme: Because of MLB’s major impact on the civil rights movement in America, children of all races 

need to learn more about American history and baseball. 

Educational theme: Social responsibilities are necessary for us to live together in communities. Working and playing 

together in athletics, in school, at work and at home prepares children for success educationally and financially in life. 

Educational theme: Awards are widely recognized symbols of achievement given as lasting mementoes of success, 

while developing self-esteem and self-satisfaction. 

Educational theme: The glory and romance of history are preserved in the chronicles of legend. Community service is 

important to the life of a community and its cultural aspirations.  

 

“Clutch”: This week, in honor of Jackie Robinson, TWIB chose to focus on his most spectacular clutch moment, one 

made possible by his daring style of play. In the 1955 World Series versus their arch-rival New York Yankees, Jackie 

executed a straight steal of home to lead the Brooklyn Dodgers to their first World Series championship. 

       In the 2004 American League Championship Series, Boston’s pinch runner Dave Roberts stole second base with 

the Red Sox trailing the Yankees three games to none.  Dave’s ninth inning steal sparked the Red Sox to the greatest 

comeback in sports history. 

       TWIB cited Jackie Robinson’s MLB career stolen base rate at an incredible 87%. 

Educational theme: Clutch performances occur in tense critical situations. By practicing under pressure one can learn 

to perform under pressure. Clutch plays and players are appreciated in sport history and heritage. 

Educational theme: Percentage is a mathematical ratio used to show the relationship to the whole.  Statistics are 

commonly used methods to evaluate athletic performance. 

 



“Front Row Fans”: To make a realistic movie about baseball is difficult. But when it is well done, even the players 

become fans. This week the DVD “The Natural” (the director’s cut) was released. The director, Barry Levinson, 

explained the essence of capturing the passion of the game, and how real life baseball moments often underscore the 

larger than life mythology of the film.  The TWIB producers did an excellent job of inter-cutting actual baseball 

moments with scenes from the film. 

Educational theme: Passion is an ardent love and intense emotion. It can be found in one’s boundless enthusiasm for 

the game of baseball.  Movie making is a special artistic skill capturing the passion, essence and character of a culture.  

Educational theme: Dreams and mythology provide much of the legend and tradition of sport providing interest for 

both fans and players. Dreams do come true. 

 

“How „bout that!”:  This segment featured the season’s best plays. Included were a walk-off home run, leaping and 

diving catches, unusual misplays, an inside the park home run, and dancing by fans, cheerleaders and players. A brief 

note cited the 600
th

 career stolen base by Ken Lofton.  Also, there were flashbacks of Jackie Robinson’s best plays. 

Educational theme: The artistic appreciation of sport can be found in the art and beauty of human movement. 

Educational theme: Learners can carefully observe the rhythmic patterns of elite athletic movement, and then it can be 

better understood, imitated and learned. Children have the chance to be physically educated by watching those athletic 

movements. 
 

 


