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       This week TWIB featured an inside look at the Tampa Devil Rays. The Tampa Bay manager says, “It is a team 

being built on a core group of young players.”   This is exemplified by an exciting group of young outfielders --- Rocco 

Baldelli, Carl Crawford, Elijah Dukes and Delmon Young. More young stars include ace pitcher Scott Kazmir, 

infielder B.J. Upton and Japanese import third baseman Akinori Iwamura. Both players and fans are eagerly 

anticipating the future. 

Educational theme: True leaders see the need, envision the plan, and empower the team for action. By the strength of 

commitment, the power of the team is unleashed. 

Educational theme: Youthful enthusiasm is an important component for growth and development into mature, 

responsible, successful adults, as well as championship teams.  

 

“Act Two”: “The Top Five Things You Didn’t Know About the Devil Rays” included the fact that Elijah Dukes is the 

first D-Ray to hit home runs in his first two Major League games. 

       The youngest position player in MLB is 21-year-old right fielder Delmon Young. Brother of Washington 

Nationals’ first baseman Dimitri Young, Delmon was featured on TWIB as a high school freshman seven years ago. 

Delmon was determined to join his brother in the Major Leagues. With the hard work and help of his father, Larry, he 

became the first selection of the Tampa Bay Devil Rays in the 2003 MLB free agent draft. After only one year in the 

Minor Leagues, Delmon’s debut was historic, when he became the first MLB player in nearly a half century to get 8 

hits in his first three games. Since reaching his first goal, he now has set a new one, i.e., “…to win the World Series.” 

       This week’s TWIBIA noted the fact that New York Yankees Hall of Fame first baseman Lou Gehrig holds the 

record for the most consecutive seasons (7) with 10 or more doubles, triples and home runs. Tampa Bay outfielder Carl 

Crawford stands at three.  

Educational theme: Documentation of great performances is part of sports history. Many baseball traditions are based 

upon historic achievements that are the measure of accomplishment.  

Educational theme: Goal setting is an initial step leading to achievement. This is an ongoing process of continually 

setting goals; setting a higher goal once the initial goal is achieved. 

Educational theme: Healthy and strong families care about, communicate with, and support each other. Children from 

loving families more often achieve their goals, than others. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: The Arizona Diamondbacks hosted a Pitch, Hit and Run event. PHR is a program designed for 

children to learn the fundamentals of the game, and in this case, they get to do so from professional baseball players. 

The kids were introduced to the fundamental skills of pitching, hitting and running. PHR is also a competition, 

providing kids with the opportunity to advance to the finals at the 2007 MLB All-Star Game. 

       The TWIB Note cited the fact that the Diamondbacks won the 2001 World Series in only their fourth year of 

existence, the fastest ever for an expansion team.  

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the demonstration of biomechanics, strategy and mental aspects of 

athletic performance 

Educational theme: Competition and fun are important when combined to create the ultimate motivational experience 

for children of all ages. Fun is simply the worthwhile use of one’s time. 

Educational theme: Recording and remembering historic events is a component needed for decision-making. Children 

must learn the past so that they can improve the future and not forget the mistakes of the past. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: Many MLB players continue to pay tribute to Jackie Robinson by wearing number 42. Actor 

Bernie Mac is in awe of Robinson’s accomplishments, especially Jackie’s utilization of his athletic celebrity to become 

a civil rights leader. Citing the character of Jackie Robinson and Roberto Clemente, Bernie felt a connection to his 

recently released movie “Pride,” which is a story about an inner-city swim team that rises to the challenge. The movie 

plot concurrently demonstrates the pride, determination and resilience of these swimmers – three characteristics that 

also belong to these baseball pioneers.    



Educational theme: A true leader strives to be first. He has the confidence to stand alone, the courage to make 

decisions and the compassion to listen to others. He is judged by the quality of his actions and the integrity of his intent. 

 

“How „bout that!”: TWIB continues to show the best and most unique plays of the week, including a rare triple play. 

The segment featured spectacular and creative defensive plays. Several unusual errors and wild pitches were shown. 

The offensive highlights included Boston’s historic four-consecutive home runs, and a dramatic suicide squeeze play. 

Educational theme: Historic performances are part of the excitement of athletics for both fans and the players. These 

are moments to remember. 

Educational theme: Once children have carefully observed elite athletic movement, it can be understood and then 

repeated and performed. Youngsters have the opportunity to emulate and perform motor skills and loco motor patterns 

needed to execute a variety of baseball skills. 
 

 


