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        This week TWIB featured the Arizona Diamondbacks. Six years after winning the World Series, the 

Diamondbacks are committed to their young talent and are sporting a new look in bright red uniforms. Arizona knows 

that if you look sharp, you will play sharp. The D-backs feature a trio of talented young players ---- shortstop Stephen 

Drew, and outfielders Carlos Quentin and Chris Young. Guiding the team are the talkative second baseman Orlando 

Hudson and the dynamic Eric Byrnes. The pitching staff is led by future Hall of Famer Randy Johnson and the super 

competitive Brandon Webb. This is a close-knit group that has established a bond for success. 

Educational theme: The transition to a more youthful team is a natural flow for many athletic teams and programs.  

Educational theme: Leadership involves the confidence to stand alone, the courage to make difficult decisions and the 

compassion to listen to the needs of others. The leader does not seek the role, but becomes one by the quality of his 

actions and the integrity of his intent. Children quite often select premier athletes as role models. 

Educational theme: Bonding is the forming of positive human relationships that link teammates. 

Educational theme: You only get one chance to make a first impression. Dressing for success is the mark of successful 

people.  

 

“Act Two”: Among the “Five Things that You Didn’t Know About the Diamondbacks” was that Livan Hernandez has 

pitched the most innings in MLB since 2001.  And in their short history, the Diamondbacks have produced five Cy 

Young Award winners - four-time winner Randy Johnson and Brandon Webb, who won it once. 

       Diamondbacks second baseman Orlando Hudson is one of the best defensive infielders in MLB and also one of the 

most talkative. He is a leader through communication and by example. TWIBIA noted that Orlando has won Gold 

Glove Awards while playing for the Toronto Blue Jays and Arizona.  Bret Boone is the only other second baseman to 

win the award in both the American and National Leagues. 

Educational theme: Awards are methods to grant a merited achievement. It is an example of extrinsic motivation. 

Educational theme: There is an important human emotional need to recognize achievement. There is a need to achieve 

and to be recognized, so that one feels worthwhile and has positive self-esteem. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: TWIB announced the voting for the 2007 MLB All-Star Game in San Francisco. Viewers are 

encouraged to vote for the players most deserving of a place at the 78
th

 All-Star Game. Also, TWIB promoted the MLB 

Pitch, Hit and Run program for children age seven to 14. Winners of the local competitions can advance to the National 

Finals at the MLB All-Star Game. 

       The “Call of the Week” noted Cleveland Indians pitcher C.C. Sabathia earned his 1000th career strikeout. 

Educational theme: The right to vote is a formal expression of preference. As an adult it may be for a political 

candidate. As a child, it may be a way to learn “how to” and the importance of casting a ballot. 

Educational theme: Childhood competition is an important psychological need. It must be age appropriate and 

conducted in a positive manner. 

Educational theme: Milestones provide much of the tradition of sport that establishes standards to measure 

performance, while creating great interest for fans and players alike. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: Actress Alyssa Milano has branched out and teamed up with MLB to create baseball clothing for 

women with a very feminine touch. As a fan, Alyssa has a passion for baseball, especially the Los Angeles Dodgers, her 

favorite team. She notes that there is a great deal of pride in the city regarding the Dodgers. 

Educational theme: MLB is a multi-faceted business. Feminine baseball clothing satisfies the need for a gender 

specific appearance.  

Educational theme: Fans and communities often establish passion for teams and individual athletes. There is an 

importance for spectator support on the emotions of athletes that lead to enhanced performance.  

 



“How „bout that!”: The segment again showed spectral defensive catches including catches made while crashing into 

the wall, diving, sliding, “basket” and bare handed catches. There were collisions with players and fences, bloopers, 

candid player comments, and long home runs.  

Educational theme: Once children have carefully observed the biomechanical movements of elite athletes, they can 

better be comprehended then repeated and performed. Youngsters need to learn the motor skills and locomotor 

movement patterns to execute a variety of skills to be physically educated. 

Educational theme: The aesthetic value of sport can be found in the grace and beauty of human movement. 


