
July, August, September 

WGXA 3Q17 Issues List 

 

CRIME 
 July 21 – 5 & 10pm – Dept. of Corrections: Putnam Co. inmates were not thoroughly searched prior 

to escape: The Georgia Department of Corrections held a press conference in Atlanta Friday addressing the 

events that led up to the murder of two correctional officers in Putnam County and the escape of two 

inmates. On June 13, two inmates riding on a prison transport bus through Putnam County from Baldwin 

State Prison escaped from the secured section of the bus and killed the two correctional officers on board 

with their own guns. The inmates then led authorities on a chase through the Southeast before being caught 

two days later in Tennessee. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/dept-of-corrections-putnam-co-inmates-were-not-

properly-searched-prior-to-escape  

 August 23 – 10pm – Bibb Sheriff’s Office links dollar store robberies, talks security with business 

owners: The Bibb County Sheriff's Office now believes an arrest made this weekend is tied to 14-dollar 

store robberies in Macon this summer. Investigators arrested 39-year-old Bennie Willis Saturday after 

deputies said he burglarized a Family Dollar on Bloomfield Road. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/bibb-sheriffs-

office-links-dollar-store-robberies-talks-security-with-business-owners  

 September 18 – Fox Morning – Father & Son killed within 3 months of each other: Just before 

midnight on Saturday, Emmanuel Jr. was shot in the abdomen and the left side of his head. He was 

pronounced dead at Navicent Health early on Sunday morning. In mid-June Bibb County Coroner Leon 

Jones did the same thing for Emmanuel's father, Emmanuel Stroud Sr. Stroud Sr. disappeared while 

cooking on Father's Day and was later found on Bloomfield Road at an abandoned house. The Bibb County 

Sheriff's Office is still investigating Stroud Sr.'s death as a homicide. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/father-and-

son-killed-within-3-months-of-each-other  

 

EDUCATION 

 July 31 – 5pm – Bibb Co. installs stop bar cameras on buses, ‘We’d rather prevent than react’: This 

year, Bibb County School buses will have stop bar cameras to monitor vehicles that pass illegally. Anthony 

Jackson, the school district's director of transportation, said that the loading and unloading of students on 

buses if the most dangerous time of their day. A Bibb County School District study determined that over 

100 vehicles pass buses while their stop arms are out each day on Bibb County's 154 routes. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/bibb-co-installs-stop-bar-cameras-on-buses-wed-rather-prevent-than-react  

 August 28 – 5pm – Houston County among school districts seeking full time bus drivers: Many school 

districts across Middle Georgia, including Houston County, are looking for school bus drivers. Tom 

Warner, the Director of Transportation with the Houston County Board of Education, said that having 

enough drivers to get kids to school on time and safely is a priority. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/houston-

county-among-school-districts-seeking-full-time-bus-drivers  

 September 1 – 5pm – Local students learn the importance of attendance: September is Attendance 

Awareness Month, and the Bibb County School District is hoping to get a message across. On Friday, 

students at Veterans Elementary School gathered to learn the importance of going to class every day and 

getting there on time. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/local-students-learn-the-importance-of-attendance  

 

 

HOUSING 
 July 6 – 10pm – Neighbors still upset over Zebulon loft project nearing approval: The proposed Lofts 

at Zebulon would build 241 units on more than 25 acres of land off Zebulon Road in Macon, but those who 

live near the site aren't happy. Neighbors tried to shut down the project in a Court of Appeals this year but 

failed. Now they say the project will negatively affect their neighborhood. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/neighbors-still-upset-over-zebulon-loft-project-nearing-approval  

 August 18 – 5pm – Over 1,000 students move in on campus with help from GCSU Cat Crew: Georgia 

College and State University welcomed over 1,000 students back to campus Thursday morning on move-in 

day. With that many students moving into university housing in just three hours, it can get a little hectic. 

But this year, more than 400 student athletes, upperclassmen, faculty and staff members joined the Cat 

Crew to make move-in day as painless as possible. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/over-1000-students-move-in-

on-campus-with-help-from-gcsu-cat-crew  
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July, August, September 

 September 7 – 5pm – Horses Evacuate from the path of Irma find shelter at the Georgia 

Fairgrounds: The Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter in Perry is serving as an equine 

evacuation shelter for those in the path of Hurricane Irma. The facility's doors opened at 8 a.m. Thursday, 

with some evacuees waiting in line outside for hours prior. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/horses-evacuated-

from-path-of-irma-find-shelter-at-georgia-fairgrounds  

 

 

MINORITY 
 August 30 – 10pm – Community leaders hold another rally to relocate Confederate monuments: 

Members of the Macon community gathered at the Government Center on Wednesday in support of 

removing Confederate statues from downtown. Former mayor C. Jack Ellis and Bishop Reginald T. 

Jackson said the statues weren't built to celebrate American history. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/community-

leaders-hold-another-rally-to-relocate-confederate-monuments  

 September 6 – 10pm – Middle Georgia State Professors hold forum on Confederate monuments: 

Middle Georgia State University's History and Political Science Department held a forum on the future of 

Confederate statues on Wednesday. Students, community leaders and neighbors attended the forum, which 

was sparked by the deadly Charlottesville protests in August. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/middle-georgia-

state-professors-hold-forum-on-confederate-monuments  

 

 

PARENTING 
 July 31 – 5pm – Becoming one of the ‘big kids’: In a matter of days, kids across Middle Georgia will 

head back to school. Rachael Bill is one of them. The only difference is, this is her first years leaving a 

child care preschool program at Bright Star Learning Center. "August First is the beginning of her 

kindergarten year," said Laura Bill, Rachael's mom. "She will be going to Vineville Academy so she will 

be transitioning here from Bright Star to actual public school." http://wgxa.tv/news/local/becoming-one-of-

the-big-kids  

 August 1 – 5pm – Top 5 ways to prepare students for a successful school year: It is the start of the new 

school year and it can be tough for students to get back into the swing of things. "These kids need to 

prepare mind, body and soul!" exclaimed Westside High School principal Julia Daniely. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/top-five-ways-to-prepare-students-for-the-school-year  

 September 3 – 10pm – What’s the right age to buy a kid their first smartphone: Many parents in the 

digital age are now confronted with the question of what is the right age to get their child a smartphone. 

Pediatrician Leah Helton with Fairview Park Hospital said there are several components parents have to 

factor in before making the big purchase. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/what-is-the-right-age-to-buy-a-kid-

their-first-smartphone-local-doctors-said-it-depends  

 

 

SENIOR 

 July 6 – 5pm – Children, seniors enjoy the outdoors while staying safe in the hot temperatures: The 

heat takes a toll on children and the elderly especially. They have a harder time controlling their body 

temperature. The best way to beat the heat is to stay cool and hydrated. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/children-

seniors-enjoy-the-outdoors-while-staying-safe-in-hot-temperatures  

 August 15 – 10pm – Bibb commissioners reverse March garbage billing decision: The Macon-Bibb 

Commission approved an amendment on Tuesday that will reverse their March decision to charge 

residents one trash bill with their annual property taxes. Residents will continue to be charged quarterly 

thanks to the commission's 5-4 vote. Often one garbage bin is $60 a quarter for residents. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/bibb-commissioners-reverse-march-garbage-billing-decision  

 September 14 – 5pm – High temperatures could pose health threats to those without power: With 

high temperatures expected this week, medical professionals want people to check on neighbors still 

without power, especially the elderly. Entering the fourth day without electricity in his midtown Macon 

home, Ed Akers said he's entering new territory. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/high-temperatures-could-pose-

heath-threats-to-those-without-power  
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July, August, September 

POLITICAL 

 August 30 – 10pm – Community leaders hold another rally to relocate Confederate monuments: 

Members of the Macon community gathered at the Government Center on Wednesday in support of 

removing Confederate statues from downtown. Former mayor C. Jack Ellis and Bishop Reginald T. 

Jackson said the statues weren't built to celebrate American history. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/community-

leaders-hold-another-rally-to-relocate-confederate-monuments  

 September 18 – 10pm – Former mayor and current commissioner call for the end to gun violence in 

Macon: Former Macon Mayor C. Jack Ellis and Bibb County Commissioner Virgil Watkins held a press 

conference Monday afternoon in Rosa Parks Square to address violence in the community. On Saturday, 

six people were injured in three separate shootings. One of those victims died. On Sunday night, there was 

a another Macon shooting. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/live-c-jack-ellis-to-address-macon-violence-at-press-

conference  

 

 

HEALTHCARE 

 July 27 – 5pm – Congress seeks to expand GI Bill to offer enchased benefits for veteran’s families: 

The Senate is currently working across party lines to reform and enhance the post-9/11 G.I. Bill. The G.I. 

Bill, which has been around since 1944, helps veterans and their families pay for college, graduate school 

and other training programs. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/congress-seeks-to-expand-gi-bill-to-offer-enhanced-

benefits-for-veterans-families  

 August 3 – 5pm – Study shows backseat passengers tend to not use seat belts causing safety risk: A 

recent study by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety found that while 91 percent of adults use their 

seat belt while in the front seat of a car, only 72 percent use it while seated in the back seat. Maj. Eric 

Walker with the Bibb County Sheriff's Office said that deputies often see injuries as a result of passengers 

not being buckled in while seated in the back seat during an accident. http://wgxa.tv/news/local/study-

shows-backseat-passengers-tend-to-not-use-seat-belts-causing-safety-risk  

 September 2 – 5pm – Exercise can help with stress and anxiety: Forty million adult Americans are 

dealing with anxiety disorders, according to the National Institute of Mental Health. Kylie Cuppett is a 

Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist and she said exercising can help reduce stress and anxiety. 

http://wgxa.tv/news/local/exercise-can-help-with-stress-and-anxiety  

 

 

TERRORISM 
 July 26 – 10pm – FROM THE TERRORISM ALERT DESK IN WASHINGTON, I'M LINDSEY 

MASTIS. AT LEAST 26 AFGHAN SOLDIERS ARE DEAD AND MORE THAN 13 WOUNDED IN A 

TALIBAN ATTACK ON A MILITARY BASE IN AFGHANISTAN. 21 OTHERS ARE MISSING AND 

EIGHT HAVE BEEN KIDNAPPED. THIS IS THE 6TH TALIBAN ATTACK IN THE KANDAHAR 

PROVINCE THIS YEAR.  

 August 29 – 10pm – FROM THE TERRORISM ALERT DESK IN WASHINGTON, I'M LINDSEY 

MASTIS. HEZBOLLAH IS DECLARING VICTORY OVER ISIS. HEZBOLLAH IS A LEBANESE 

MILITANT AND POLITICAL GROUP. A HEZOLLAH LEADER WENT ON TELEVISION TO 

ANNOUNCE THAT MORE THAN 600 ISIS FIGHTERS AND CIVILIANS HAVE CROSSED INTO 

SYRIA. 

 September 21 – 10pm – FROM THE TERRORISM ALERT DESK IN WASHINGTON, I'M LINDSEY 

MASTIS. TWO MORE ARRESTS THIS MORNING FOLLOWING THE LONDON TRAIN BOMBING 

LAST WEEK. NOW FIVE IN CUSTODY AFTER THE FIRST TWO MEN IN WALES WERE TAKEN 

INTO CUSTODY. 30 PEOPLE WERE HURT WHEN A DEVICE IN A BUCKET WENT OFF-- BUT 

NEVER FULLY EXPLODED. 
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